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me very great pleasure, my
r-l:itfrffﬁ.rgf,d sisters, to meet with you in
this conterence. and to listen to there:
purts of President Partridge and Presi-
dept John. These reports give usto
understand partially_the condition of
the people, and the Spirit of the Lord,
I trust, will enlighten :f ;u:gxe;szg':l;::
in ing to you we ma v -
strsul:(‘:t:ii::lp‘[;nags wilyl tend to strengthen our
faith jpm this great work. I presume
that the object of organization, of
authority and of Priesthood in the
Church is for editymg the Church and
Strengthiening the. faith of the people,
that it may be a living faith; for living
faith §s productive, progressive and sav-
ing, while other faiths are not. We
should be active and engaged constantly
il performing works of righteousness.
I helieye the secret of success to us as
individuals and to the Church is the con-
stant labor of the members, their devo-
tion and fervency; and that the Church
advances and develops in proportion to
the works performed Dy the people. 1
find here on the 219th page of the Doc-

trine and Covenants sotne scripture:

For behold, It is not meet that I should com-
mand It::a]u ll;lngs. for Iic that is compellced in
all things, the same is 4 slothful and not a wise

servany; wherefore he receiveth no reward.

Verily 1 say, men should be anxiously en-
Ziaged fn a good eausc, and do many things of
their gwn free will, and bring 1o pass much
o .

g;;?llﬁ:“e;:;vcr is in them, wherein they arc
agents upio themsclves. And inasmuch as
men Jo good they shall in nowise lose thefr re-
ward, i .

But he - that doeth not anything unti he is
commanded, and receiveth n comimandment
with doubtful heart, and keepeth ir with sloth-
fl-llnegs. the same is damned.

I understand, my orethren and sisters,
that when we become niembers of this
Church it is important for us to be
anxiously epgaged in this good cause
and in bringing to pass much righteous-
ness, \We are under obligations to be
workers. We have Leen warped, and
have been blessed of the Lord with a
measure of faith, and the measure ot
that faith is determined by our devotion
as individuals, exercising the agency
that God has given us and the power
with which we are naturally endowed;
for we have power within ourselves tg
do right and to work righteousness.
We may put ourselves in condition to
receive faith from the Lord, to receive
from Him the power of the Holy Ghost,
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and to be endowed in a manner superior

to people who have pot entered into
covenant with the Lord., Ii we take
stock of ourseives today we will find
that we receive of the Lord taith, intel-
ligence, wisdom and revelation in pro-
portion to the exercise of that native
power which God has endowed every
human being with. The Gospel of
Jesus Christ is the law of liberty, the
pertect law of liberty. There is no
compulsion exercised by the Father up-
on the souls of the children of men.

We have perhaps three hundred
people hiere this morning in this Taber-
nacle—] am inlormed there are five hup-
dred. 1 hope there are, because I
would like to have a great many people
hear me. Ido notcome here very often,
and the more there are here the better
We like to be heard by a great many
people; for when we visit you and labor
with you, we labor as the servants of
the Lord. We are in the service of our
Master. We are pot here on our own
account. We have not even called or
appointed ourselves, But our heavenly
Father has called, empowered and ap-
pointed us to this ministry. We are
very anxious that the Latier-day Saints
shouid be under the sound of the voices
of inspired men; for that is a great
biessing. What a blessing it was to
brethren who could sit under the sound
of the voice of the Prophet Joseph and
hear him talk, and also the Apostles
who were associated with him in the
early history of this Church! What a
great blessing it has been to the people
who had the privilege ot listening to the
voice of the Prophet Brigham Young
during his long presidency, and to the
voice of President John Taylor, and to
President Woodruff and the Apostles!
It is a precious privilege, a privilege
that cannot be so generally enjoyed by
all the people in the future asit has
ween in the past; tor the people are be-
coming widespread and numerous. The
Stakes of Zion are numerous, there be-
ing thirty-seven in the Church, and five
bundred Bishop's wards; and the Church
has become a very important organiza-
tion—the most important organization
upon this earth today. I say therefore
the more that are here the better. [
thank the Lord there are five hundred.
It is a splendid improvement, and I felt
encouraged this morning when | saw
the people pour into this Tabernacle, al-
though there is plenty of room left. We
have received of the Lord His favors
and blessings, and the light and inspira-
tion of His Holy Spirit. The Church

has beenin training now for sixty-six.

years and over. There are a few mem-
bers who bave been in the Church
nearly thatlength of time; possibly there
may be somein the Church today who
have been sixty-six years in it, and

others for a great number of years. But
the members of the Church have be-
come fairly well established; and itis
the experience and training of the mem-
bers orthe Church that determines as
to the solidity of the Church and its
advancement. Not that I would fcel
that when the Church was made up of
but few in number, the Lord could not
maintain it; but I arpue, trom our ex-
perience in early times, the people were
untried and unproven, But itis not so
now. The Church is numerous, and
the people have long been tried, well
tried, and proven. The doctrines and
discipline of the Church are so well un-
derstood by the people, and we have
passed through stages of trial and ey
erience; for there are points that are
ike the narrows in the road occasional-
Iy, and it is a question as to who will be
able to stand and go through the nar?
rows and endure the hardships and the
trials and thz onslaught of the enemy
thae is arrayed against us, the power of
Satan that is arrayed against us and
against our heavenly Father, and has
been arrayed against Him and His pur-
poses on the earth from the very begin-
ning, and will be until the end, until
Satan's power is finished upon this
earth. DBut we can determine ourselves
individually as to what strength and
power of endurance we are possessed of,
We can determine why we do not pos-
sess more, why we are not stronger
why we are not better established an
fixed in the Gospel than we are. For,
though the strength that we have conies
from the Lord, it depends upon us as
to the measure of that strength and faith
that we receive, upon the eXercise ot
our judgment and upon the execution of
the will of God by each of us; for the
power is in us, in connection with our
agency, to bring to pass much righteous-
ness. And we are cxpected to be oc-
cupied therein, I have noticed how
ready and willing our heavenly Father
is to bestow strength and faith upon us,
and how quickly it is done,when we put
ourselves 1n proper condition, as we are
ahle to do. I say thatevery man in this
Church is able to put himself in a con-
dition to receive what the Lord has to
bestow upon him. We have ahility, for
we are the sons of God. We inherit
life trom him, and spirit and fajth, under-
standing and wisdom. As npatural
men, mortal, fallen men, we are endow:
ed with a measure of understanding, in-
telligence and power, every particle of
which comes from our heavenly Father.
But He has yielded it to us; we are en-
titled to it; we inherited it; for we are
His sons and daughters, and we inherit
what He has and the power that he pos-
sesses. Weare likxe Him; we are His
children, born as He was born, and tried
and proven, and having like cxperience



