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and what estimate to attach to his
argument in the same 8spiritirit he
cited obsolete provisions ofof utah
statutes long repealed and endeav-
ored to make it appear that the
legislature had tried to I1legalizealize
polygamy bemusebecause they I1hadZ ex-
cluded from court practice citations
from any other authorities than the
laws of the territory and of con-
gress this was a worseamorse stretch of
the imagination than the i

tion of directions to individuals
more than half a century ago to the
living people of the present

his next flight was into the
space between the first six para-
graphs of the revelation on celes-
tial marriage and sections sixty
one sixty two and sixty three
which he linked together without
informing the committee of this
surreptitiousus andd illicit connection
and endeavoredn avod to prove that the
mandates of the former applied to
the latter addge wilson took note
of this toa will be seen later on he
next tried to prove that the marriage
of a mormon to his first wife was not
a legal marriage goinggoingoverover to eng-
land this time for the ruling orof a
court there in hyde vs hyde andsHydedrawing conclusions vithatt if utahutah
were a state the courts therein
would make absurd rulings contrary
to established jurisprudence on the
marriagee question

he aalso quoted from the works of
mrs Stenstenhousebouse and some isolated
sentences from president jedediah
M grants discourses with the
usual comments on endowment
oaths loodblood atonement and
other horrorsand exaggerations com-
mon to anti mormon haxharanguesangues
but after all this stuff mr baskin
declared if I1 believed polygamy
bigamy and theocratic rulerule were at
an end in utah nothing would give
me greater pleasure than to advo-
cate the admission of utah as a
state after all the and
twi stings misapplicationsapplicationsmis of old
sermons and disquisitions distor-
tions of facts and baseless

of imaginary mormon
proceedingsrocoedin in the event of state-
hoodt to wwhichidich the committee had
been treated by west mcbride
baskin and their appendages
the contrast by the calm
logical keen and forcible address
of agejudge jere M wilson in sum-
ming up the arguments and
presenting the solid and
their legitimate deductions was
truly refreshing and interesting
the synopsis which appeared in
the new york world was a fair eepi-
tome

I1I1of the main points in tthe
speech gutbut of course a great many
happy thouthoughts

crustslits witty replies andadd
sharp home thrusts hadbad to be omitted
from that report because of lack of
spaceace these will be worthy of an-
otherother letter

hon M A smith of ari-
zona voluntarily appeared before
the committee and made the
following brief address which is
here produced verbatim that the
people of utah and their friends in
arizona may learn of the courage
and fairness displayed by a friend
in need

mr smith said
mr Chachairman and gentlemen of

the committee while ignorant of
the mormon faith I1 am somewhat
acquainted with the mormon peo-
ple and while ignorant of their
creed I1 know their conduct I1 am
not here to criticisecriticismcriticise any religious
belief no matter how far it may
diverge from mine but I1 am here
for the purpose of briefly filing my
protest against the persecution of
any people on account of their re-
ligious belief whitewhile religion laIS
sacred to the soul of the believer
civil liberty isia the birthright of
every american citizen and abenr
ever it is stabbed the lifebloodlife blood of
our matchless republic flows from
the wound

polygamy is a crime under the
law and should be punished as the
law directs but simple belief in
polygamy is no more a crime than
any other mere mental conclusion
I1 am of those who believe that
polygamy will find its burial in the
statchstatehood of utah the worldwoald
moves and our world moves west-
ward with proper safeguards
against theth e constitution of utah so
far as itft prohibitsprohibits polygamous mar-
riages willw secure forever its pro-
hibitionhibition inn that state and insure
conviction in federal courts what
more can we ask in the face of the
promises which have been made
us

Is this committee ready to say that
every mormon promise is made in
order to be broken if so I1 beg to
place my experience with these peo-
ple against your conjectures therlthere
are many of these people in arizona
and I1 have taken occasion to study
somewhat closely the effect of their
peculiar belief on citizenship I1 was
for a time district attorney in cochise
county arizona during my term of
office no mormon was ever called to
plead to any indictment for no
mormon was accused of crime so
far as I1 know even before a justicesti
of the peace

1 n my practice of thisth law cover-
ing some seven years in arizona I1
know of no indictment in my coun-
ty save one and he was cleared
there beingsbeingup evidence against him
he was malicious mischief
in doing in a certain water case
what he had the legal right to do
in my territory they have the just
reputation of being an industrious
law abiding and law loving people
unasunassumingsumin in their habits sober in
their lives dionesthonest in their dealings
they are in no sense or by any
standard unworthy of american
citizenship in itsite broadest sense of
all people with whom I1 have come
in contact they if you will permit
the paraphrase of all others
along the hot and sandy plains of life
they keep the noiseless tenor of their way
I1 am free to say that inArizona they

are very different from the people of
that faith as pictured by my friend

idaho
mr dubois the delegate from

idaho prejudice is still abroad in
the land fanaticism still runs
rampantr mant
fjI1 have9v great respect for my friend
from ILidahoho mr dubois and in
common with him desire ioto see his
territory and mine soon admitted to
the union of states but I1 go further
than he in desiring to see every
territory strippeddripped of the vassalage

under which they labor and place
addition stars in the field on our na-
tional banner america can take
care of polygamy it will die of
itself the author of that most won-
derful of all poems paradise lost
in his prose works reviews this
question fully and I1 commend his
wisee conclusion to your considera-
tion he simply demonstrates the
impossibility of general polygamous
relations in a thickly settled com-
munity what killed it among the
jews what has killed it among
all modern nations population
the same will do it in utah

but it is claimed that polygamy
is not the question that disturbs but
it is ecclesiastical interference in
secular affairs church domination
of the state Is this worthy of your
consideration does not this alarm
arise from a minority who want the
presteeprest fe 0off power and thus
have been unablefinable to obtain it
there is no possibility of altany ol01church
domination for any length of time
in any state in this great

the foundation of our rerepublic lsis
not shaken by the mormon faith
ththe constitution guarantees protec-
tion then why this alarm when
wbwe remember that thirteen states
locked together in the strong em-
brace of fraternal affection and a
common interest battled in vain
with dauntless courage against the
union the jews hopedhopert under
their theocratic government to dom-
inate the world they were or-
dered by the king of ringskings to in-
vade the land of hittitesHitt ites and je
busites and destroy men women
and children yea even the babe at
the breast this is not all peter
looked forward to the establishment
of a politico ecclesiastical kingdom
on the earth and when it came not
thrice denied his god the mothermorhet
of two odthe A leewenslee went to chrls
praying that wwhenen he came into his
earthly kingdom one of her sons
should sit on his right hand and the
other on his left yet the church
of which peter is the foundation
stone whichever of the many
churches that may be has not seri-
ously affected any of our state gov-
ernmentsernments neither will the mor-
mon1 1 creed we have heard much
of gentile proscription by the mor
moms we have seen much of
mormon proscription by the gen-

tiles
it is thusihus far a simpsimple1e quequestionadon of

majority statehood itIN the simplest
plainestlaineat straightest and proper road
to a quick settlement of our differ-
ences I1 think utah honest in its
effort to secure the blessings of state-
hood I1 believe they are sincere
and believing dare to maintain
even in opposition to the advice of
some friends of mine on this com-
mittee if you gentlemen had
suffered in your states as we have
suffered in our territory from fed-
eral interference in our simplest
affairs if you had endured as we en-
dure a swarm of carpetbagcarpet bag office-
holders with no interest in common
with ours isyouif you had borne the thou-
sand burdens we bear suffered in-
dignitiesdi atles we hourly meet under this
iousinfamous territorial rulei

you would
with me say give all the territoriesoriee
statehood even if populated by hot


