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sure word of prophecy II11I I what is it
why this spirit that toie like a light
shining in a dark filacc the light of
the lord the holy ghost the com-
forter the spirit of ruth which guides
into all truth and which takes of the
things of the father and chows them
unto his children that is the more
sure word of prophecy thatthai laIs the
spirit which life while thitth if

book is the dead letter that killetekilletb it
WOwe have nothing else because we con-
tend over its meaning and do na com-
prehend its teachings that is what
the apostle peter referred to and what
a I1 people on the face of the aarto
need if they want to understand the
things of god they mustaust have the
spirit of god the light of god and
therein discover the things of god
clearly the bible laIs all right we
venerate it the lord has told usue
that we should do so and remember
the former holy scriptures as well aet
the latter day scriptures that he has
given to usuit

we believeleveinin the writings of the
apostles but we look upon them in
the light in which they exist they
have been banded down to us through
mnmen that were notcot inspired they
have been translated by men according
to their best wisdom we have not a
singleeingle document containing the orig-
inal we have not OLOole olof
the hebrew writings of the old
prophets we have not one of theKnewew testament writings of the
apostles they are not in existence
or if11 they are nobody knows where
they are the books which we reused
in the translation of the bible were not
the original wrwritingsRingi they were
copies aniand there were a great numberaber
of dildifferentTerent copies and they
conflicted oueone with another
in a great many important
particulars gewantwe want to look at these
things as they are and notnoc have our
eyes blinded we do not want to
worship books but we want to believe
in them so far sisai they are true I1 be
lieve tae bible to be the most valuable
book in the world I1 do not think
there tois any book nit re valuable tto0 the
nations than the bible and I1 cordially
ostendorsedorse the edores aist have b en
maudemade by the british and foreign bible

which have printed booteebooks by
the million and sent them abroad in
different languagesJanu agea among the nations
of the earth it Isia a grand book it iis
beautiful in its composition the mostmoat
of it there are in it there
tireare some thino that are childchildish some

that there Isia no need foror usua to
pin our faith to10 at all but these things
that relate to godGA to jesus christobi let to
our salvation to our moral conduct
and that are guides to usua toin this life
and unto eternal life are invaluable
there seeare a great many of them in the
bible audand idi we can only get the sameearne
spirit in our heartshearte that thehe prophetsProp heia
and apostles had who wrote these
thing then we eancan comprehend these
sayings antho spirit of them and getgei
their full value

tolathis isia the great need of the people
toID this century that isin what these
nattamma need who meet in their synods
and conventionsconven tiona when they excom-
municatemuni cate men ferstanding up for that

they believe to be right I1 do not
kaow tout they are perfectly justified
in 14it though wheat a man propromisesmosesaea
to bibe a oaf asiany sedgious denudeno

miinitiationnation and voluntarily takes itsite
articles thirty nine or any other num-
ber

lum-
ber and with u I1 lifted handband to heaven
or by writing hishie name subscribes to
that creed and says hebe believes it and
promises tftabebe a true and faithful min-
ister of that creed if he then
preaches something contrary to it
be should either go out of that church
and preach as auan independentpreacher
or in some denomination with which
hisbis ideas harmonize or he should be
cutoffcut off that church unless tlethe church
likes to remodel its creed in harmony
with that which be believes but
while that creed rtr matmainsno as the doc
trine of the church he has no business
in that church as its minister and hebe
should go out otof it like a man so80 I1
have no respect for men who actaact as
some of them have acted and I1 have
no sympathy for them asan martyrs
people are not burned at the stake
nowadays people are bottlednot tid to the
wheel they are net stretched on the
rack they do not have thumbscrewsthumbscrews
apapplied1 to theno nor arethayare they thrust
into dudungeonsa g bonseons if they dissentdiment iromfrom
the creedscreed of the times sobo these gen-
tlemen who contend over what they
believe to be right about the bible
have a perfect right to do 0noo but not as
representatives of a religion that they
do not believe let them go out like
men and preach their doctrines where
they can get people to hearbear them

butbui it would be a good thing if all
these creeds could be revised in har-
mony

har-
mody with these saritscripturestures for strangestrang
to say thoughhough these people tie them-
selves right down to the written word
and say that the bible contains the
very word of god yet you read it to
them and they will not hearken to
your words and they will not order
their lives in accordance with the
book let us refer to a little scripture
there was a man by the name otof
nicodemus who came to jususjesus by
night he was afraid to come litin the
daytime because the religion of christ
was uia popular here was a man that
had the old scriptscripturesutes and he came to
jesus to be instructed what did
jesus say to biou

exoeexceptt a man be born again he cannot
see the kingdomkingdom of god

they will bebelievelieve that what else
did he sa nicodemus was
he tooklook the wordsworde of christ literally
and hebe said how can a man be born
when hebe tois old jesus said

Verily verily I1 sayaay unto thee except a
man be born of water and of the Spi Ehe
cannot enter into the kingdom of god
jphnjohn ard3rd 0 ath v

that toIs jesus christs statement and
it is in the new testamentment it isia what
they call the word of god we tell
them that this is one of the doctrines oi01

christs that a man be born otof
waterswater as well asaa of the spirit well
there are millions of them that wit
turn away at onoeonce they do not be-
lieve there to any need of the birth otof
the water they say it1 tois the mere form
a mere ceremony an old antiquated
custom and alother thing it is good
enough if you believe iuin baptism to
have a little water sprinkled on you
that is what they say thase very min-
isters who have been susi ening men
from the ministry because they say the
bible does not i in every respect
the very word of kopd saymay youjou mayrayj
take a little InfaLt and sprinkle a little

water upon ilandit and that isie baptism can
they find that in the new testament
no they cannot in the first plewplace
thisthie hashafi to be a birth of water laIF therethem
any similitude of birth in aka
little water or pouring a little on the
headbead of a baby or making the sign of
the crost not a bit but you take fta
person down into the water as jesus
was taken into jordan and I1immerse
that person lurybury him in the water aai 4A

raise himdim up from the water into the
air there is a likenesslikenera of anewa new birth
that person toie buried from ane old lifeN
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andana comes out of the womb of tbthea
waters to the air and breathes a nownew
life
the of god is then givengivegivenansnandand

the blood of christ laIs applied jAs juhi
the first birth we come into the world
by water by blood and by spirit a
are made a living ofaul ua so tyly the seeb
ond birth the birth of water rikandspirit and the blood of christ we are
regenerated and started on a new 11liate
to be new creaturescreature in jesus carla
born againAgaiD burn of the water and OK
the we may inherit eberneternal
life jesus commanded his apostleapo sile

go ye therefore and teach all nattonations
baptizing them in the name of ththe
father and of the son and of the itfiol yghost

teaching them to observe allail thin
whatsoever I1 have commanded yovonwmatt 19

and they went out and preached
and baptized and in the acts of ththeapostles we have a history of whwhatthey did we fiodfind that whenever
they baptized people they immersedimmers
themm paul bayeayr

we are buried with him bybv bbaptism
into dea h that like as christ ataswas raised
up from the dead by the glorglory of thefather even so we also should walk I1innewness of life

for if we have been planted togetherth
in the likeness of his death we shshall be
also in the likeness of his resuresurrectionare
rom vi 45

buried first from the life bbortt
afterwards to a new life turlburied bylrwater and born tyby coming forth onout I1
of the water you go antiand teach that iol
some of these reverend gent omen who
plupiu their faith to the bible and bowlboar
down to it as it it were a deity and
they willwili not believe lrit is

we read also that christ told busl
Apai ples to lay bandsbande upon people tooj
confer upon them the holy aridalid I1
they did so we read about it in thab
acts of the apostles on01 the day dxdtpentecost in the very first seimas
preached after the apostles were en
dowed and inspired by the rubylhularghost they said

s

repent and be baptized every one of
you in the name of jesusjeans christ for tatsth 1

j
remission of sinshinr and ye shall receivedreceive
the gift of the holy ghost acts liit 37 38 1t

they baptized the people and laidlahl
their hands upon them for the impimpactatt
ing of the holy ghost the hol
ghost was a revelator to them it waw
light it was ift it drought them into
cumcommunionmunion with the father and
made them one they were all bs
sized into one body whether they
were jew or gentile bond or free andana
all were made to drink into one spirit
they were together in the
mind and in the same judgment beb
cause tikeythey had the same spirit thy
did not have to quarrel over the letre
of what was in the book
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