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sure wurd of proghecy.” What is i1?
Why, this spirit that 18 like n light
shining in a dark place—the lght of
the Lord, the Holy Ghost, the Com-
forter, the spirit vt (ruth, which guides
into all truth, and which takes of the
things of the Father and thows them
unto His children. That i» the more
sure word of projhecy. That is the
apirit which giveth *life, while this
book s the dead letter that kiileth, it
we huve nothing else, becaure we con-
tend ovet its meusning and do nst com-
prebeud its teachings. Thut s wuat
the Apostie Peter reforred to, and what
al peorle on the face of the eartn
need. lf tbey want fo understand the
things of God they nust bhave the
8pirit of God, the Jight of God, anu
therein discover the things of God
clearly. The Blhleis nll right. We
venerate {t. The Lord huas told us
that we should do so, and remember
the former holy scriptures, as well e
the latter day soriptures that He hae
given 1o us.

We believe in the writings of the
Aposties; but we look upon them in
the light in which they exist, They
bave been handed duwn (o us througn
men that were got inspired. They
bavebeen translated by men according
to their best wisdom, We have nota
single document conlaining the orig-
inai ecriptures. We bave not ore ol
the Hebrew writings of the old

rophets, We have wuot one of the
New Testament writinga of the
Apostles. They ure not in existence,
or, if they are, nobody knows where
they are. 'T'he hooks which wWere used
in the translation of the Bible were not
the origloal writingr, they were
coples, and there were a great number

of diferent coples, and they
confligted one with another
in a KTent many fmportant

particulars. We wanL to louk at these
things se they are, and not have uvur
eyes hlindeu,” We do not want to
worship books, but we want to helieve
{n thep 20 far as they are true. [ be:
lieve tne Bible 1o he the must valuahle
book io the world. 1 do oot think
there is any book ni re valuable to the
oatione than the Bible; sand [ cordially
eudorse the eftorts tuat have b en
made hy the British and Foreign Bible
#ovleties, which have printed books by
the millijon anJd sent them abroad in
ditferent lanpunges among the nations
of the earth. ltisagrand book. Itis
beautiful in its composition, the most
ot jt. Thereare mistakes in it. There
are some things that are childish; some
things that there I8 Do need for us lo |
pin our faith to «t all; but thess things
that reiate to God, to Jesus Christ, to
our ealvatlon, to our moral conduct,
and that are guldea to us in this life
and unto eterual life sre invaluahble.
There are a great many of them in the
Blble, aud if we can vnly get the same
spirit in our hearts that the Prophets
anG Apostles had who wrote these
thinge, then We oan cumpreheod these
sayingein the spirit of tbem and get
thelr tull value,

This is the great veed of Lhe people
In this century. Thual 8 what these
men Doed who meet 1n their synods
and conventivna, when they excom-
munijcale men tor stsndiog up for that
whiuh they believe to be right, I donot
kuow but they are perlectiy justifled
in it, though. When a msan pro'esses
1o be a winister of any redigious deno-

minatien and voluntarily takes its
artioles, thirty-nine or any other num-
ber, and with uilifted band to heaven,
or by writing hie name, subscribes to
that creed and says he believes it, and
promiees t& be & true and faitbful min-
ister of that ereed, if he then
preaches something contrary to it,
he should either go out vf that cburch
and pteach s& an indeprodent preacher,
ot inrome denomiuustion with which
his idens harmonize, or he should be
cutoff that church, unless tte church
hkes to remodel its creed in barmony
with that which be helieves, But
while that creed remsaineas the dee-
trine of the ghurch, be bas no businese
in that church ae its minister and he
should go outot itlikea man. 8ol
have no respect for men who act as
some of them have gcted, and I have
no eympathy for themn as martyis.
People are not burned at the stake
nowadaye; people are not ticd to the
wheel; they are not stretched on the
rack; they Jdo oot havethumbscre ws
applied to them; nor are they thrus
into dungeons if they uissent 1rom
the creeds ofthe times. Bo these gen-
tlemen who contend over what they
believe te be right abhout the Bihle
have a perfect right to Jdo so, but not as
represeniatives of a religion that they
do not believe. Let them guout like
men and preach their doctrines where
they can get people to hear them,

Butiit wouly be a good thing if all
these creeds could be revised inhar-
mony with these scriy tures; for,strange
lo say, though these people tie them-
selves right down to the wrlitten word,
and say that the Bibie contalns the
very word of God, yet you read itto
them and they will not hearken lo
your words and they will not order
their lives in accordance wlth the
pook, Let usrefer to u llttle seripture.
There was & man by Lthe upame of
Nicodemus, who came to Jesus by
pigbt., He was straid to come iu the
daytime, becausethe rellgion of Christ
was uupopular. Here was s man that
had the old scriptuies and he came to
Jesus to be 1nstructed, Whal did
Jesus say Lo blo?

a man be born agalin, he cannot
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They will believe that. W hat else
did He say? Nicodemus was wiartled.
He 100k the words of Christ literally,
and he sajd, “How can s man be born
when be s olu?’ Jesus aajd;

Verllyverily, I say unto thee, except a
mao be born of water and of the Spirit,he
caonnot enter into the Kiagdom of God."!
Joha, 8rd ¢, 5th v,

That is J esus Chrlst’s siatement, and
it :a 1n the New Testument. It is what
they call the word of God, We tel
thew that this is one of the dootrines o:
Christ, that a man must be born of
waler a8 well as of the epirit. Well,
there are millions of them that wiil
turno away at once. They do not be-
lieve there la any need of the birth ot
the water; they say i{ i the mere form,
A Inere ceremony, an old, antiqualed
custom, and a1 other thing, it is good
wuougi, if you belleve in baptism, to
havea little water sprinkled on you.
That is whut they say. These very mo-
isters who bave bren sus) elving men
from the mioistry hecauese they say the
Bible does not «ontain in every respect
the very word of God
take n little infart and sprinkle a little
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water upon itand that is baptizm! Qgp
they find that In tbe New Testamen 7
No, they cannot. In the firsl place,
this has to Le a &irth of water. Isthere
any similitude of birth in Bprivkling a
little water or pouring a little on the
head of a baby, or making the sign of
the croe? Nota hit. But you take g
person down into the water, as Jeays
was taken foto Jordan, and tmmerge
that persob; bury him 1n the water g,
raise Klm up from the waler iolo the
air, there is 8 Likenees of & Dew byrpp,
That person ie buried from ine ¢ly life,
and comes oubt of the womh of the
waters to the air and breathes n pew
life.

'The Bpririt of God is then given,apgy
the biood of Christ is applied. As g
the firat birth we come into the wor)y
by waler, hy blood, and by splrit, apy
are made aliving scu)y so Ly the gee-
ond hirth—the uirtb of water gpuyg
epirit any the bloou of Christ—we are
regenerated and started 0D & new fife,
to be new oreatures in Jesus Chrjut,
boru again;burn of the waler any of
the 8piril,that we may 1oherit eterpal
life. Jesus commanded Hie aposiles:

Go ye therefore, and teash all natigpg
baplizing them in the 9ame of (he
Faiher, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost:

Teaching them to observe all thinga
whatsoever [ hnve commanded yop,
Matt., xxviil, 19,

And they went out and preachey
and haptized, and lo the Acls of the
Aposties we have a history of whag
they uld, We fiod ithat whenever
they baptized people they Immersed
them. Paul eays:

We are buricd with him by baptiam
into death:that like as Christ was rajged
np from ibe dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk ip
newness of life.

For if we have been planted togei har
in the likeness of his death, we shalf be
also in the hkeness of his reaurrcotipn
Rom. vi, 4, b.

Buried fret from the ola life, borp
afterwurde to a new lile, turled hy
waler, and bors by comiug lorth gut
of the water. You goand teach that 1o
sowe of these reverend gent emen who
plu their iajth to the Biblesny how
down io it as 1t it were & deity, and
they will not believe i,

We resd also that Christ told His
afeciples 1o 18y baRUB ujoD pecple to
confer upou them the Hoiy Ghost, any
they did so. We resd about it in the
Acts of the Ajostles. Qu tbhe day of
Pentecost, in the very first sermon
preached after the apostles were en-
dowed and lpeplred by the Huly
Ghost, they eald:

Repent and be baptized every one or,
you in the name of Jesia Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost. Actsii, 37-38,

They baptized ihe people, and lald
their bands upon them for the impart-
ing of the Holy Ghest, The Holy
Gihost was a revelator to them; it waa
Irght, it was Lifi; it brougbt them into

communipn with the HFather, and
made them one. They were all bap-
tized inlo one boiy, Whether they

were Jew or (Gentile, bonu or free, aod
all were made to drink 1nto one spirit,
They were juined together in the same
miod and in wwe ssme judgment, be-
cause they had the same spirlt. They
Jid not have to quarrel over the Je.ter
of what was in the booke,



