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every evil, aceording to the require-

‘ments of the book, there would bLe
no harm in that; if I should go
forth and be baptized, by those hav-
ing authority, for the remission of
sins, I see no harm in that. 11
should have hands laid upon my
head, by those messengers, for the
Laptism of fire and the Holy Ghost,
I should see no harm in this out-
ward performance. If I did not re-
ceive the forgiveness of my sins,
and did not receive the baptism of
fire and the Holy Ghest, I should
think there was no divinity in the
book, or else that there was some
fault on my part, one or the other.
And if I examined myself and
found that I had sineerely repeuted
of my sins, that I had lacked no-
thing ‘on my part, and did really
receive the manifestatiens of the
Holy Ghost, as they did in ancient
days, then I should have a testi-
mony for myself, independently of
these twelve witnesses, and inde-
péndently of the correctness of the
doctrine contained in the book, as
compared with the Bible; inde-
pendently of these external evi-
dences, 1 should have a testimony
from God myself, by the baptism
of fire and the Holy Ghost, that
the book wus true.

“But,”” inquires one, *how are
we to know when we receive the
baptism of fire and the Holy
Ghost!" I think that every per-
sén may know this, for there are
certain manifestations that acoom-
pamy the Holy Ghost, that are of
such a nature that they can not be
mistaken. I will mention some of
them, I do not mean those mani-
fq;?tit;l;: we !ﬂ;llﬁtilﬂﬁﬂ hear of
ugder name of “spirit rappers,”’
‘‘table turners,” “?ritiug Il)needi-
nms,”” &e., but [ mean those genu-
ine, real manifestations, as record-
éd in the Bible. To one is given,
says Paul to the Corinthians, the
word of Wisdom by the Spirit, to
another is given the word of
Knowledge b
is given the discerning of spirits by
the same Bpirit; to another is given
the working of miracles, to another
is given the gift of propheey, to
another is given the healing of the
sick, speaking with toungues, the
interpretation of tongues, &e.  All
these come by the selfsame Spirit,
being given to every man, not to
one or two, not merely to the wit-
nesses, but to every man in the
ﬂﬂllmh' according as the Spirit
will. :

Now then, if I receive the gift of
the Holy Gﬁmt, or if my brethren
receive it, I should ex that we
would receive the manifestations of
these gifts, one receiving one gift
and and another another, aceord-
ing to the Bible pattern. If we
did not receive these gifts then we
might doubt that we had received
the Holy BSpirit. We are com-
manded in the Scriptures to try the
spirits, for there are many spirits
who are gone abroad into the world
who are false spirits. Try them.
by what rule? Try them by the
written word, and see if we have
the gifts as recorded in the New
Testament. 1f we have them, we
may be assured that the Holy
Ghost has been given to us. For
instance, if a personl receives the
baptism of fire and the Holy
Ghost, and the heavens are opened
to him he is not mistaken. If the
Lord inspires him to lay hands
upon a sick child or a sick ,
and he commands the disease to be
removed, he knows that God is
with him, and that he hearkens to
the supplications and prayers which
he offers in the name of Jesus in
behalf of the sick. . If a person has
the vision of his mind epened to
behold the future and to know that
which will shortly come to pass,
and he sees these things fulfilled,
from time to time, he has every
reason to believe that he has really
reui:oed the }inl Gthmt. So ill: re-
gard to speaking in an
illiterate uneducated man, who
never understood any language but
his mother tongue, is inspired at
the very moment to rise and testify
in an unknown tongue and to
claim the wonderful works of ,
he knows whether his tongue has
been used by a supernatural power,
or whether it is merely gibberish
out of his own hedart.” He knows it
very well for himself; and so we
might continue throughout all the
gifts mentioned in the Bible. If
he beholds angels, and they descend
before him in their glory, and he
hears the sound of their voices, be-
holds the light of their counten-
ances and the glory that radiates
from their nages, he knows
for himself, consequently this con-
stitutes him a witness as well as
those who proclaimed this gospel
before him. :

I will ask the Latter«day Saints
—those now sitting before me
throughout this lurge audience,
how did you know that Joseph
Smith was a prophet of God when
you dwelt in England and  had
never seen the man? How did you
Kunow in Sweden, in Denmark, in
Norway, Switzerland, [taly, Aus-
tralia and 'in- the vaiious parts of
the earth from which you emi-

rated? How did you know that

voseph Smith was a prophet of God
before you crossed the mighty
ocean and came to this land? You
learned this fact by a Kknowledge
imparted to you by the gift and
power of the Holy Ghost in your
own native countries. There you
'have been healed, and have seen
the manifestation of the power of
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the Spirit, to another |

God in healing the sick from time
to time. There you have had the
vision of your minds opened to
behold heavenly things. There
you have heard the voice of the
Almighty speaking to you by rev-
elation and testifying to you of the
things of heaven. Many of you
have experienced those great and
blessed gifts, that are mentioned in
the New Testament, before you
emigrated to this land, You came
here then, not to obtain a knowl-
edge of the truth of this work, but
because you already had a knowl-
edge of it,and to be more thoroughly
perfected in the ways of God, and
to be taught more fully in the
thin pertaining to eternal life
and happiness, than you could be in
your own lands. Hence you are not
dependent now upon the testimony
of two or three witnesses, or upon
the twelve witnesses in the Book of
Mormen; but we have a vast cloud
of witnesses raised up among all
nations, and kindreds, and tongues,
and people to whom this work has
been sent. They are floeking from
the ends of the earth to these moun-
tains, as doves to the windows, all
bearing the same testimony—that
(God has spoken and that the Book
of Mormon is true, for the Lord has
revealed it to them. Moreover, in
the early rise of this church, the
Lord said to hisservants—'‘Go forth
and bear testimony to the Book of
Mormon and the doctrines contain-
ed therein, and I will back up your
testimony by signs by the gifts,” &e.
Supposing this promise had not
been fulfilled would there be any
tabernaecle in this desert today?
Not any at all. Would this desert
be inhabited now by a hundred or
a hundred and fifty thousand

le! Notatall. ould there now
Eangrent highway cast up across
this continent from ocean toocean?
Not at all. It is because God has
eonfirmed the promise that he made
to us in the early riseof this chureh,
that these great events have been
accongplished. No ple would
have the fortitude, courage and
enterprise to come fourteen hun-
dred miles from civilization, so-call-
ed, to these mountain wastes and
deserts, to cultivate the land and
perform the work that has been
wrought by this people, unless they
had a knowledge from heaven, con-
cerning the truth of this great
work. God fulfilled his promise
when he said to his servants'‘—In
the name of Jesus you shall heal
the sick, you shall open the eyes of
the blind, you shall unstop the ears
of the deaf.”” It is because of the
fulfillment of thi;gmmise. that you
have been gathered and accomplsh-
ed the work that has been wrought
out here in thiscountry,and because
of this stepping stone between the
two great oceans, a halfway house
as it were, others have ventured to
eome into these mountain wilds,
and the territory and regious round
about are beginning to be settled,
Through these facilities no doubt
the railroad has been constructed
something like a quarter of a cen-
tury soomer than it would have
been otherwise,

When we contrast the evidence
which we have concerning the di-
vinity of the Book of Mormon, with
the evidence which this genera-
tion have of the Bible, we discern
that the Book of Mormon econtains
a vast amount of evldence, thou-
samds and thousands of witnesses of
its divinity, to where the Christian
world have one of the divinity of
the Bible. ‘‘How so!” ﬂuu MAay
inquire. These very elders and
missionaries who have gone to the
nations have Kept t Journals,
and have recorded the miracles
which God has wrought by their
hands, These are living witnesses,
Those who saw these miracles are
still alive, Now, how many wit-
nesses have you that miracles were
wrought in the days of our Savior
or in the days of his apostles who
succeeded him ? You have no per-

gon outside the church only those

who, like Josephus, bore their tes- | have thought, when the Book of

timony from hearsay. Within the | Mormon was printed, that the blood

There are eight writers in the New
Testament, but only six of these
| eight have borne any testimony con-
cerning the performing of miracles,
but you believe it on their testimo-
ny. The Bock of Mormon, I pre-
sume, has more than six thousand,

its dlvinity and to the miracles that
have been wrought in these latter-
days. \Which is the greatest? Has

If not sixty shousand witnesses 1o |

, B before him the
tables on whieh the

bear testimueny to the divinit

the teatimony in favor of the Book

suypne you have ever seen af the|
resent day bad an angel sent to
ima, who held u

law of Moses | would
was written, commanding him to | from city to eify aud from syna-
of | gogue to synagogue, and that the
 that law? No; noone in the Chris- | blood of the Saints would ery from
tian world makes any pretension to [ the ground for vengeance upon the
anything #f this kind. Then is not

men still living, to whom an an

cord. The Christian world have
nosuch evidence as this in favor of

livin
divinity of the Bible.

rectly from the original.

Testaments, a book that was trans-
lated directly from the original?
Not one. Is there one that was
translated from a secondhand copy
even! Notone. I presume thereis
not a book compiled in the Bible
but what went through many hun- |
dreds of transformations before it
fell into the hands of King James's
translatore. How do you know
that these copyists copie mrrect;lf?

8.

of Mermon superior to that|
which you possess in favor
of the law of Moses? Yes.|
We ean

| the

You have no uccess to the origin
It is true that you have Hebrew
Bibles, but they are nof or-
iginals;
They were multiplied, before the art
of printing was invented, for many
nerations,and the cr:FiaB that were
n possession of King James's trans-
lators had perhaps been handed

down through a thousand other

bishops and
spent their whole lives in collecting
copies of ancient manuscripts from
whieh t> translate the Bible, that
they at last despaired of obtaining a
correct copy of the work. One
archbishop, mentioned in the en-
cyclopedias, had ‘ collected a vast
number of copies of the Bible in
Hebrew, as ancient as he could pos-
8ibly get hold of them. Buat when
he came to compare them he found
about thirty thousand different
readings. Almost every text would
read different in one mPg‘ from
what it would in another. Finally
he gave up the idea of making a
translation at all, none of his copies
being original; and ﬂﬂnaerluentl

when the translators of the Englis

Bible performed that work they did
it according to the best judgment
they had, and they no doubt did it
wall as far as human wisdom eould,
under the circumstances. Now |
then, the difference between the
Bible of the West—the Book of Mor-
mon—and the Bible of the East—the
Old and New Testament, is thatone
was taken directly fromthe original,
the other from a multitude of man-
useripts which differed almost in
every text. It would seem, then,
that when God saw the haman fam-
ily in this great state of uncertainty
and darkness with regard to divine
revelation, it would be nothing|
more than consistent to suppose
that he would bringh.fﬂrth, by his
own wer, as - has done
revelation suited and adapteti
to the ecircumstances, revela-
tien en which we ecould depend, be-
ing substantiated by witnesses rais-
ed up aspecially to bear testimony
thereto, that in the mouth of two
or three witnesses or as many as
seerged him good, every word
mighat be establish:d, that the chil-

|

dren of men might have no excuse | P€

in relation te these matters.

We might econtinue this subject
and show you the fulfillment of
many of the prophecies in the Book
of Mormon. It has been printed
new for uwpwards of forty-three
years. During this time very many
of the prophecies it contains have
been fulfilled; prophecies, too, that
no human sagacity could have per-
ceived beforehand. Whoever would
have thought that,in this very coun-
try of ours, under American insti-
tutions, where religious freedom

copies of older date, and how can |which has been remarkably
{nu be rure that they were correct? | led, was that the servants of God
Veéare told by some of our arch- |should go forth with this book to

qh:m been fulfilled, an

has prevailed from one end of the | pa

country to the other; who would

church you have six witnesses. |of the Saints would ery from the
round of this free American soil,

use of their persecutors? And

yet it was all foretold in the Book |

of Mormon. Other sects had risen
and multiplied by hundreds on the
face of this land, some of whom ex-
perienced a little perseculion; but
who ever heard of their being butch-
ered in cold blood as =cores and
scores of this people have been since
the Book of Mormon was printed ?
We were told by revelation, forty-
three years ago, when this church
was organized, that its members
persecuted, and hunted

heads of their murderers. Has it
come to pass ? It has. We were told
in the Book of Mormon, which was
printed many years before it came
to pass, that, if this nation would

show you witnesses, [not receive this divine message
1 | when God should bring it forth in
appeared and told them that the |[the latter days, he wouald bring
Book of Mormon was a divine re-[the fulness of his

pel and his
riesthood from among the nation.
e did not know how this would

| the Bible, and they can not, by any | be fulfilled, during the first seven-
witness, substantiate the |teen
Moreover, | ed.

we have another advantage; the|but how God would ever bring it to
Book of Mormon was translated di- | pass we did not know, until the
Now, | time of its accomplishment had ar-
have you, either in the Old or New | rived, then it was revealed that this

ears after the book was print-
e could read the prophecy,

ple should flee and leave the na-
tion to whom they had delivered
their testimony for many years.
When we came here the prophecy
was literally fulfilled. Thus we
might go en and relate prophecy af-
ter prophecy that has been fulfilled
in confirmation of the divinity of
this latter-day work. The same
testimony accompanies the Bible.
We believe it to be true because of
prophecies therein that have
been fulfilled.
Many other prophecies eontained

they are eonly copies.|in the Book of Mormon, hereafter

to be fulfilled, are as great and
marvelous as.any that have been
fulfilled. One of the prophecies
contained in the Book of Mormon,
delivered before there was a Latter-
day BSaint Church in existfe:llgtl?,
u -

learned men, who|all nations, Rindreds, tongues and

people, and gather out from among
those nations a great ‘Fenple. That
the inhabit-

ants of this Territory are a witness
to the truth of this jprediction or
Fmphacy. If Joseph Smith was an
mpostor, how did he know this
work would go beyond his own
neighborhood? How did he know
it would ever live to be proclaimed
to the different parts of the State
where it originated, or where the
lates were found? How did he
now that it would be preached to
the inhabitants of this great gov-
ernment, and then cross the waters,
to other nations, kindreds, peoples
and tongues. Such a pmlphecy ut-
tered by an impostor, would be very
unlikely to come to pass. Yetsuch
a prophecy was uttered; such a pro-
phecy has been fulfilled, and the
nations of the earth, as well as the
Latter-day Saints, are witnesses to
its fulfillment. We have scen this
people come forth year after year,
crossing the ocean, first in sailing
vessels, then in steamers, by hun-
dreds and by thousands, until they
are now almost a little nation here
in the tops of the mountains,

Amen.
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REMARKS
BY
President GEORGE A. SHMITH,

DELIVERED
In the New Tabernacle, Sall Lale

City, at the Semi-Annua' Con-
Jference, Octaber 6th, 1873.

REPORTED EY DAVID W. EVANS,

Lasr October Conference I asked
rmission to take a journey to visit
the land of Palestine, and some oth-
er portious of the old world, expect-
ing that I should be absent, proba-
bly, about eleven months. [ was
accompanied gn that journey by
President Lorenzo Suow and several
others, the party including eight.
We visited Palestine and many
other eountries, a portion of us call-
ing at the Fair in Vienna. But in
consequence of my selection, by the
Counference last April, to do the du-
ties of trustee-in-trust, I returned
home a little sooner than [antici-
ted, though we were all well sat-
isfied with eur journey and visit,

and with every interview we had
on the entire journey, and were
very thankful to our heavenly
Father that we had the means given
us, through his merey, and 1 indi-
vidually, through the kindness of
my friends, to make guch a journey.
We feel that the results will be felt
and realized hereafter, as having
done muech good. I feel, individu-
ally, to return my thanks and bles-
sings to all those who eontributed
to aid me on that journey, and to
all those who desired to but had not
the means. I feel that the blessing
of the Lord which we invoked on
the Mount of Olives will rest upon
his people, and that the time is not
very far distant when God will ful-
fil his promises concerning Israel;
though, so far as we saw of the rem-
nants of Judah their hearts are
very hard, and it will requnire the
exercise of great power on his part
to soften them. DBut as his word
will not fail, and his promises are
sure, we look forward to their fultil-
ment with regard to Israel. In the
meantime we, with all our hearts,
might, mind and strength, should
take warning by the example of
Israel and not fall into the same
snares. They negleeted theirtithes
and offerings, violated the Sabbath,
forgot their prayers and worshipped
other gods, and for these things Gzd
cursed them and scattered them to
the four winds of heaven, and the
curses rest on the land, and, as was
Eredieted by the prophet, the rain
as been turned into dust.

We, as Latter-day Saints, having
had revelation from the Lord, and
the fulluness of the priesthodd re-
vealed unto us, should be exceed-
ing careful that we do not neglect
the gospel, turn from our duties,
neglect our tithes and offerings,Sab-
bathis and prayers, forsake the Lord
and go astray after other gods, lest
peradventure the curse of the Al-
mighty fall upon us, and the King-
dom be rent from us and given te
another people. 1 feel that the des-
olation, waste and barrenness of
Palestine, and the degradation of its
people should be a lasting and per-
manent lesson to us in all things,to
keep the faith and obey the com-
mandments, toremember our tithes
and offerings, to be friends to the
poor, to remember our prayers, to
remember the faith which God has
revealed unto us, and to contend
earnestly for the faith once deliver-
ed to the Saints, that we may have
and enjoy all its blessings. ‘

We have had a glorious geason,
an abundant harvest and a good
time to gather it. The weather has
been fine and agreeable, and now,
brethren and sisters, let us gatheyp
togelher a few days to talk with
and strengthen each other upon the
prineciples of the gospel of peace.
I'he elders can bear testimony, for
[ know that this is the gospel of
Jesus Christ, and that God has re-
vealed it to us forour salvation; and
our covetousness, and disposition to
make a display in the world sheuld
not interfere in any way whatever,
with us in devoting our time, fal«
ents, energies and our all to the
upbuilding of his kingdom, for that
is the greatest interest and glory,
and the grandest speoculation there
is ont the lace of the earth.

These are my sentimenis and
views, I wish all persons in the con-
gregation, when they see a man
rise to speak, to lift up their hearts
to'the Lord in prayer that the Lord
will have mercy upon us and fill
that man with the power of the
Spirif, that he may speak to us di-
rectly by revelation from heaven,
that every' voice that is elevated
may be elevated by the power of

the Almighty.

In Smithfleld, Cache Co., Utah, Oct. 19th,
at the residenee of L. 0. Littleficld, after
an illness of three months, LOUISA 'TH EO-
DOCIA, daughter of Mr. A. J. and Mrea.
Candace C. Cunningham, aged 10 months
and 17 days.

At 8t. George, Oct. 10, THOMAS JOILIN,
gon of Thomas and Ann Haghes Hall.

Deceased was born Oct. 18ih, 1846, at St.
Louis, Mo., just after the cxpul:ion of his
parents from Nauvoo; was a very promis-
ing young man, aud always faithful in the,
discharge of his duties; his sickness was,
short but scvere; in his Teelings he felg
quite resigned to meet the dispensations of
Providence. Shortly before his death he
bade Lis father and friends good-bye. His
intimate friends and the public generally
did all in their power for hi3 recovery. He
lcaves a young wife, who gave birth to a
gon as the remains of hustand and father
were being coaveyed to the Third Ward
school-house; where the funeral services
were held, a very large concourse of thg
citizrne attending.— CoM.



