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I1 reenfeen glad of the opportunity of bearing
my testimony once again to the principles
of salvation that have been revealed in the
day in which we live to the children otof
menwen there is an impression resting upon
the people of every nation on the face of
the earth that some great events in human
history are about to take place in the
christian world there is a general belief
that the time is approaching when the god
of heaven will assume the reins of power
they talk about the reign of christ the
great millennial day when the kingdoms
of this world will become the kingdoms of
our lord and his christ

it is hardly possible for any person to
live to the years of maturity without hav-
ing some impression some anxiety con-
cerning his future state all persons at
bomesome period of their existence have such
impressions they come from the lord
and their effect on the mind is as plain as
the mark of the type on the paper and the
reason we experience them isia because we
are the children of god there is a link
existing between god and his children
here on the earth and that draws them to-
wards him and enables all who listen to
the of his good spirit to in
crease in good and to overcome that which
is evil this is natural and exists to a
greater or less extent in the hearts of all
the children of men

there is evil in the world evil influ-
ences that strive against and destroy that
which is good mens names are written
in the book of life and will forever re-
main written there unless they do some-
thing to cut the thread and to blot them
out men are naturally religiousreligions in their
feelings and it is a perversion of their na-
ture to go into wicked and by and for-
bidden paths the practice of evil brings
with atnoit no peace or true happiness indesit des-
troys the vital thread of life that reaches
into the eternal bowers of peace and salva-
tion the lord our god has never given a
commandment to the children of men but
that would if observed be for their hap-
piness and here on the carthandearthand
it is for ourselves that we serve god and
keep his commandments all that he
has done all the commandments he has
given are for our benefit not for his it
would be well for us as the president has
just observed if we would walk in metle
channels of truth and virtue and inin strict
obedience to the commands of god for
thereby we promote our own welfare and
secure to ourselves an eternal inheritance
in the realms of joy and happiness the
kingdom is ours if we will live foritfor it we
may come to an inheritance of all that is
worth desiring or possessing of all that
will be of any benefit to us either here or
hereafter if we will live for it

god our heavenly father has restored
the authority of the holy priesthood
through the channel of which a communi-
cation has been opened up between the
heavens and the earth and that
channel we can learn to know god whom
to know Is ilfelire eternal the way to this
is opened to all the children of men and
the invitation has gone forth unto all peo-
ple to repentrepent of their sinssina and return to
god and receive the blessings there is
no true enjoyment but what can be obtain
ed through this channel and it is within
the purview of the kingdom of god here
upon the earth the people should not be
afraid of the government of god it is only
calculated for their benefit and it will be
a blessed day when it can take the place of
the wicked governments that now exist on
the face of the earth and its establishment
should be hailed as the grandest and bestbeat
event that could take place among the
children of men in the kingdom and
government of god is every blessing that
jsis enduring auditaudand it will confer upon those
who abide its laws all the peace joy and
happiness they can conceive of outside
of it there is nothing worth having all
real true happiness allali thatthai can serve our
best interests comes within its purview

are we obliged in order to secure pres-
ent happiness and enjoyment to go outside
the kingdom of god by no manner of
means although it is so esteemed in the
religious world A great many so called
religious people feel that they are restrain-
ed of thi ir liberty and enjoyenjayenjoymentment by being
members of their churchchurchiese this is a
wrong view ouroar father in heaven does
not wish to restrainrestraidraiv his children in anyanye
thing that Is right and it is right for peo-
ple to enjoy themselves and the very
reuleaeme of happl ness is to be obtained by
obeying the behestsbehesta and commands of our
father in heaven men may indulge in
things they call happiness but there is
often no real happiness in them for they
bring punishment along in the sting they
leave behind itisit is not so with proper en
joy ments enjoymentsenjoy ments within tiiethe scope of
reason and where there is no in-
fringementgement upon each other the great
law otof demarcation between that which is
wrong and that which is right is not to in-
fringe upon the rights of another nomanno man
has a ightright to infringe upon another we
serve ourselves then by serving god and
keeping his commandments and the way
is so plain that no person can err therein

ouroar boys who have been properly raised
and tutored inthe church and kingdom of
god who have attended sunday school
learned the catechism and become con
versant with the principles set forth in
the scriptures in the book of mormon
and in the book ofdoctrine and covenants
and havobavo been endowed with the author-
ity of the holy priesthood can teach men
the way of life and ads and if they
will follow their teachings they will bring
them back into the celestial kingdom orof
god they are soBO simple and so easy to be
comprehended

there are a goodcooil many ways pointed out
by the children of men which they call the
ways orof life and salvation but the end
thereof is death the lord is not the au
thor of the confusion that exists in the re-
ligious world satan stands there ready
and has religionrelireilglou at his fingers ends1

already manufactured to suit the notionsfotion
of men menuen getket notions and ideas lor-
eign

for-
eign to the truth and they find religion
manufactured to their order and can get
any kind that they have a mind to order
just PS one who goes to a huckhuekhucksterssterrs shop
can pupurchase anything he has a mind to
pay foror they have their manufactured
riireligiongionlon to pay for fur satan does not work
for nothing

there is but one way one faithfalth one bap-
tism one god one lord and savior jesusjasus
christ the mediator between god and man
he has made it manifest unto the children
of men in the day and age in rhth we
live it has been told to us here todayto day
and is frequently reiterated in our hearingbearing
that god lais full of mercy andana would rather
that all men should turn from evil and live
he begs people to turn from their evil
ways he says take upon you my yoke
for it is easy and my burden for it is light
and come partake of the waters of life
freely without money and without price 11

these words are sounded in our ears con-
tinually for the lordbord would rather that all
men would turn and live and come to him
why so he is merciful and the invita-
tion is as widespread as the vast domains
of the world it reaches every human be-
ing every son and daughter of adam upon
the face of the whole earth holy mes
mengers of salvation are sent forth by tiletiie
direction of the god of heaven through
the channel of the holy priesthood that uetle
has revealed and instituted again among
men warning the people to turn
evil ways and to become partakerspar takers of this
great happiness and glory and to sustain
his government upon the earth it is trubtrue
the impression has gone forth in the midst
of the ilatriatnationsionslons and it is a true impression
that he will establish his government upon
the earth this earth belongs to god hebe
has a right to rule and govern it and it is
his intention to do so prophets in ages
gone by have disclosed this and modern
propprophethotsheth have domedolke the same in our day
through the channel of the holy priesthood
that priesthood has been organizedorgan ased accor-
ding

accor-
dd ing to the ancient pattern for god set in his
church first apostles second prophets and
so on it has been reorganized according
to this pattern and the proclamationprocla nation has
gone forth repent and give glory to
god the gospel has been restored by the
angel which john saw flying through the
midst of heaven havingbaving the everlasting
gospel to preach to those who dwell on
the earth saying fear god and give eloryclory
to him for the hour of his judgment isis
come this message has been sounded
in the midst of the nations and the greater
portion of the people who have gathered
to these valleys have listened to this pro
mationcla it reached their ears and made
an impression upon them and they gather-
ediidtid up from the midst of the nations of the
earth to these valleys of the mountains to
be taught in the ways of the they
might walk in his paths instead of walking
in the vain imaginations of their own
hearts and in ways of error because astae
ancient prophetprop het says they have cribinheritederi ted
error and lies from their fathers 11 behold
this bashas been fulfilled in the day in which
theangel has brought forth and revealed
the gospel now we can bee wherein we
and our fathers have been in error we
have been taught the precepts of men in-
stead of the commandments of god but in
our darweday we have been touched with the
light of truth and with the spirit of the
living god through obedience to the prin-
ciples of the gospel the saints of the
most high having heardhoard abetheseze principles
proclaim edin their ears had eidthfalth in them
and in god and they repented of their sins
and went forth into the waters of baptism
according to the words of our savior

except a man be born orof water and of the
spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of
god

having been obedient to these principles
and having had hands laid upon them for
the reception of the holy Gho has been
given unto us and we know ourselves
concerning these things and bear testi-
mony this day that they are true it has
come from god it is not any guess so it
is not a hope within a hope thatthal wowe have a
hope but we bear testimony that we verily
do know that god hashaa spoken and we
warn all people to repent and turn to god
and partake of the waters of life freely
without money and without priceprica

this lais what has brought this people to-
gether in the valleys of the mountainsmount alrisaltis
and they are laboring now to bring forth
and establish thetho zion of god upon the
earth accordingrecording to the words of his holy
prophets whose prophecies have been and
are being fulfilled in the history of this
people the kingdom of god is actually

transpiring right before our face and eyes
but the world cannot see it because they
are not born again they can not enter
this kingdom because they arbnot born of
the water and of the spirit and because
they do not coulcoalcomplyply withfthith the requirements
of the gospel and render obedience to the
great plan of salvation devised in the
heavens before the foundation otof the
world thisthia plan was understood and was
in the programme before the morning stars
together sang for joy and who caa betterbelter
it puny men underundertaketae to do so but
their efforts are vain and they only betray
their own folly and presumption our
father in heaven knew better than any of
us what was for our best interests and be
has condescendeddescendedcon to make it manifest to
his children here and if they would walk
iliin accordance therewith they would lay
the foundation for eternal power dominion
and glory

it lais the duty of the lattelitte day saints to
live by every word proceeding from the
mouth of god

Behasbe has told us to keep the words of wis-
dom and has said that they are adapted to

i the capacity of all who caacad be called saintsbaints
even the weakest but see the frailty of
humanityl we think we know and un-
derstandderstand better than the lord what is bestbesl
for us we say this by our acts a great
mamnyny times but we might as well learn
first as last that the lord knows best and
that hlahis way Isia better than ours as much
so as the heavens are higher than the earth
he has trodden the path and has had the
experience that we have not had and has
kindly condescendeddescendedcon to make known a
little of hisbis experience in regard to these
things liehe liaslas told us that it is not good
for us to take spirituous liquors but a
great many of us think a little will do us
no harmbarm and it is better for us to have it
than not to have it he has told us not to
swear not to take the name of the lord in
vain not to give way to our evil passions
ouroar passpabspassionslonsions are good and planted within
us for a good and wise purpose to give us
strength and energy of character buttreybut they
should be governed and controlled by that
heaven inspired intellect and reason with
which every person is endowed in other
words our passions should be our servants
and not our masters

if we alqare thus governed and influenced
kindness love and ccharity will fill every
biart but departadart from that letiet passion bear
away then the evil influences that attend
us take possession and gausecausecause us togo
astrastray8 y into by and forbidden paths whenaheu
passion rles it dethrones reason and in-
tellectct and makes a beast of a man and hebe
who has no more command otof himself
than to be governed by passion has fallen
faroar beneath the dignity of true manhood
and the end of such a coarse is death

these are somebome of the things that we
have to be told of so often because we are
soBO forgetful and we oftentimes let the cares
of the world choke the word of life thetiie
latter is sown in the hearts of the children
ormanof men and sometimes it takes root and
grows fairly for a little while and then
withers and dries up sometimes it falls
into good ground takes root downward
and bears fruit upward and where it does
not do this it is owing to the frailties of
human nature and to its proneness to wan-
der from the way of life anandaudd to disregard
the truths of heaven

one of the greatest boons that could be
conferred upon the children of men would
be to have the government of god
dished on the earth can they see it nojo
i heythey stand in fear of acit what makes men
fearfearilit what makes them afraid of the
lord ororoof his being
dished on the oarthearth la ithoc because their
deeds are evil and because they are afraid
of receiving the punishment due for the
same tiiethe word nashas gone forth and most
men believe it that evera man will be
judgedge accolecoaccordingidingding to the deeds done in the
body whetheratt r they be good or evil and
wwhenbe n inmenen are1 r conscious orof evil deeds and
know they do notcot pay allegiance to the
kingdom and government of god they
have reasia to fear and dread the future
and let me say here ahethe time will come
when they will call upon the rocks and
mountains to fall upon them to hidebide them
from hishla presence but it should not be
so we need dotpot be afraid of the rule and
government of god it is only calculated
to benefit the children of menlyler and it will
be a glorious happy day when it shall be
established on the earth in its falnessful ness
menI1 should tearlear to do wrong to commit
iniquity they should do themselves the
kindness tu honor the principles that per-
tain to their wellviell being and to eternal ilfelire
and exaltation such principles should be
hailed with joy gladness and delight by
all the children of men the time will
come when the governgovernmentmerit of god will
prevail over the whole face of the earth
notwithstanding all that mankind and all
that the powers of evil can do against it
the principles which underunderlieliti the king
dom and government of god are those of
truth anidannd virtue and they will endure
while sinaln iniquity disobedience and un-
belief will bobe swept away and the man who
builds his house or castle on such a foun
dation will find that it will not stand in the
day of the lord almighty when the
storms come and the winds beat upon that
house it will be swept away in that day
too men will be stripped of all their hypoc-
risy and iniquity and they will stand forth
in all their naked deformity then they
will call upon thetho rocks to jalljail upon and
hide them from the presence of the lord
men should live so that they can bear the

scrutinizing eye of the almighty persons
may think they can commit this or that
evil and no oiceone will know it they may
be ververyy secretive in doing wrong rullaud
think tthey will never be found out bat
if I1 commit evil I1 know it and when I1
know it one too many knowskno ova it and the
lord knows it asaa well as I1 know it we
can not hide it from him and we hadbad bet-
ter not commit ourselves jnin any such a
way for in the great day of the lord these
things will beba revealed man will stand
forth in hisbis naked deformity and the
wickedness of wicked men will be made
to appear and it will be written where it
can be read by all people when the vallvail
shall be taken from before the eyes then
let us repent and turn to god with full
purpose of heart and the promise to every
one who will do this in sincerity isia that
their sins shall be forgiven and that they
shall receive the testimony which we bear
this day camley that the gospel we
preach is the gospel of the son of god and
has been revealed for the salvation of the
human family

this promise is certain and sure there
need be no doubt about it it will be ful-
filled to allali whom the lord our Ggdad shallah allati
calrcali to every one who repents of his evil
ways and renders obedience to its man-
dates the minister in the pulpit needs it
as much as anybody else why because
hebe has taught error he has assumed to
himself the authority of high heaven
which has never been given to him he
has run before he was sent and has taught
the traditionsonksonis of the fathers instead of the
commandments of god he needs to rerewrex
pent of his evil ways and not only to
repent of but to turn from them

Nomanno mauman can getgot a greater testimony of
the forgiveness of hisbis sins by the lord
than a knowledge within himself that he
hasbas turned away from his evil deeds heha
kak a wsWE it then for god has promised to for-
give everyeveryoneone who will comply with the
requirements of the gospel andtand turn from i

evil and the man who forsakes evil knows
it and if he has nodo other testimony of his
forgiveness thismis is as great a one as he can
possess

I1 know that this is different kind olof S

preaching from what people rotret in the
world but that makes no difference we
are a different people from any other god
has made us so by the instructions that hebe
has imparted unto us through his servants
he has taught us another and a better
way the true way the way that leads
back to him the way of life truthhandand
salvation the scriptures the history of
gods dealings with his children in past
ages when the authority of the holy priest-
hood was onorl the earth also bear testimony
that this Isia the work of god and that all
who receive it and remain true and faith-
ful maymav become workerscoworkersco with our hea-
venly father in bringing to pass his pur
poses and esvalestaLestablishinglishing his kingdom upon
the earth if we will only let him work
with us but we must do this he will
establish his work any how independent
of usns if we do not see proper to aid birnbim
in thisthi great enterprise if we do not do
it he will find somebody who will for the
day of redemption the set time has come
for the commencement of this great work
an impression has gone forth among all
the children of men that the

to the for thothe
coming of the lord and the establishment
of hishla kingdom on the earth no
matter whether it be gentile jewjew
bond or free heatherdheatheir or chrlschrisa
tian this lmimpression bashas been made
on the thinasminds of all classes orof the children
of men in all the nations 0oi the earth and
it is true the set time has com ewhen god
will put forth his hand to establish his
kingdom and every body knowsknowsitit we
proclaim in the earscars of the people that the
angel has come and brought again the ov-
er

ev-
erlastinger lasting gospel to preach to all the inhab-
itants of the earth ka beveryevery nation kinkina
dred tongue and people LettlLet thoseidselose then
who havelave not received it make some in-
quiry concerconcerning this work it is not a
tiling done up in a condercorner but it is like a
city set on ad hill that can not he hidbid the
kingdom orof god is transpiring before the
eyes of the children of men let them
take heed and not raise their heetbeel against
it because if they do lcit will only redound
tottol their own discomfiture then they had
better not do it they had beterbetorbet er receive it
deor at least investigate and then if they do
not receive it timythey had better withhold
their hands instead of seeking to destrodestroyy
and overthrow the work and kingdom orof
god all efforts to do so will be futile
they vill do the kingdom no harm for
nothing can prevent its increase and tri-
umph in the earth god will not be thwart-
ed in his purposes anaand designs the betset
time has come for him to favor illsilislilshis people
and to establish his 9kingdom and the puny
arm of madmas will be powerless to prevent
it have they not been trying for forty
yearsvears are the lessonslemons of the past of no
benefit to the world it would sceinbeeth so
indeed they are slowsiow to leardlearn this lesson

i peradventure they maclearnmay leannlearn it aftenatterawhile
but not so long as evilevit predominates as it
does at present in the hearts of the great
majority of the children of uaenuaea we may
be scattered and driven and have many
afflictionsafflict lonsions to endure but will that stasstay the
work of god no let
our past experience teachtoach us and the world
atit the same time it has only increased
and given greatervelocity to the work of
god phoenix likolike it has risen from itsita
ashes and if there isia anything about it
formidable it has presented a moremoromoreformYorm


