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Our boys who have been properly raised
and tutored in the church and kingdom of
God, who have attended Sunday school,
learned the catechism and become cons
versant with the principles set forth in
the Scriptures, in the Book of Mormon
and in the book of Doctrine and Covenants,
and have been endowed with the author-
ity of the holy priesthood, can teach men

1 vEEL glad of the opportunity of bearing
my testimony once again to the principles
of salvation that have been revealed in the
day in which we live, to the children ot
men. There isan impression resting npon
the people of every nation on the face of
the earth that some great events in human
history are about to take place. In the
Christian world there is a general belief
that the time is approaching when the God
of heaven will assume the reins of power,
They talk about the reign of Ohrist, the
great millennial day, when the kingdoms
of this world will become the kingdoms of
our Lord and his Christ,

It is hardly possible for any person to
live to the years of maturity without hav-
ing some impression, some anXiety con-
cerning his future state; all persons, at
some period of their existence, have such
impressions. They come from the Lord,
and their effect on the mind is as plain as
the mark of the type on the paper; and the
reason we experience them 1s because we
are the children of God. There isa link
existing between God and his children
here on the earth, and that draws them to-
wards him, and enables all who listen to
the promptings of his good Spirit to in-
crease in good, and to overcome that which
is evil.
greater or less extent -in the hearts of all
the children of men.

There is evil in the world—evil influ-
ences that strive against and destroy that
which is good. Men’s names are written
in the Book of Life, and will forever re-
main written there unless they do some-
thing to cut the thread and to blot them
out. Men are naturally religious in their
feelings, and it is a perversion of their na-
ture to go into wicked and by and for-
bidden paths. The practice of evil brings
with it no peace or true happiness, It des-
troys the vital thread of life that reaches
into the eternal bowers of peace and salva«
tion. The Lord our God has never given a
commandment to the children of men but
that would, if observed, be for their hap-
piness and wellbeing here on the earth,and
it is for ourselves that we serve God and
keep his commandments. All that he|
has done, all the commandments he has
given, are for our benefit, not for his. It
would be well for us, as the President has |
just observed, if we would walk in tle
channels of truth and wvirtue, and in strict
obedience to the commands of God, for
thereby we promote our own welfare and
secure to ourselves an efernal inheritance
in the realms of joy and happiness, The
kingdom is ours if we will live forit. Wae |
may come to an inheritance of all that is
worth desiring or possessing, of all that
will be of any benefit to us either here or
hereafter, if we will live for it.

God, our heavenly father, has restored
the authority of the holy priesthood,
through the channel of which a cornmuni-
cation has been opened up between the
heavens and the earth; and through that
chanpel we oan learn to know God, whom
to know is life eternal. The way to this

This is natural, and exists to a |
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the way of life and s4lvation; and if they
will follow their teachings they will bring
them back into the celestial kingdom of
God, they are sosimple and so easy to be
comprehended.

There are a good many ways pninted out
by the children of men, which they call the
ways of life and salvation, but the end
thereof is death. The Lord is not the aus
thor of the confusion that exists in the re-
ligious world. Satan stands there, ready,
and has religion at his fingers' ends,
already manufactured, to snuit the notions
of men, Men ge: notions and ideas for-
eign to the truth, and they find religion
manufactured to their order, and can get
any kind that they have a mind to order,
jast #s one who goes toa huckster’s shop
can purchase anything he has a mind to
pay for. They have their manufactured
religion to pay for, for Satan does not work
for nothing,

There is but one way, one faith, oue bap-
tism, one God, one Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, the mediator between God and man;
he has made it manifest unto the children
of men in the day and age in which we
live., It has been told to us here, to-day,
and is frequently reiterated in our hearing,
that God is full of mercy, and would rather
that all men should tonrn from evil and live.
He begs people to turn from their evil
ways. He says ‘‘Takeupon you my yoke,
for it is easy, and my burden, for itis light;
and come, partake of the waters of life
freely, without money and without price.”
These words are sounded in our ears ¢con-
tinually, for the Lord would rather that all
men would turn and live and ecome to him,
Why so? He is merciful, and the invita-
tion is as widespread as the vast domains
of the world: it reaches every human be-
ing, every son and daughter of Adam upon
the face of the whole earth. Holy mes-
sengers of salvation are sent forth by the
direction of the God of heaven, through
the channel of the holy priesthood that he
has revealed and instituted again among
men, warning the people to turn frometaeir
evil ways, and to become partakers of this

reat happiness and glory and to sustain
gia government upon the earth, It is true
the impression has gone forth in the midst
of the nations, and it is a true impression,
that he will establish his government upon
the earth. This earth belongs to God, he

his intention to do so. Prophets, in ages
gone by, have disclosed this, and modern
prophets have dome the same in our day
through the channel of the holy priesthood.
That priesthood bas been organized accor-
ding to the ancient pattern,for God set in his

g0 on, It has been reorganized according
to this pattern, and the proclanation has
gone forth — “Repent and give glory to
God.” The gospel has been restored by Lhe
angel which John saw flying through ths
midst of heaven baving the everlasting
gospel to preach to those who dwell on
the earth, saying ‘' Fear Go0d and give glory
to him, for the hour of his judgment is
come,” This message bas been sounded

is opened to all the children of men, and
the invitation has gone forth unto all peo-
ple to repent of their sins, and return to
God and raceive the blessings, There is
no true enjoyment but what can be obtain-
ed through this channel, and it is within
the purview ofthe kingdom of God here
upon theearth, The people should not be
afraid of the government of God: it is only
calcnlated for their benefit, and it will be
a blessed day when it can take the place of
the wicked governments that now existon
the face of the earth, and its establishment
should be hailed as the grandest and best
event that could take place among the
children of men. In the kingdom and
government of God is every blessing that |
isenduring, avd it will confer upon those
who abide its laws all the peace, joy and
happiness they can conceive of. Outside
of it there i& nothing worth having; all
real true happiness, all that can serve our
best interests comes within its purview,

Are we obliged, in order to secure pres-
ent happiness and enjoyment, to go outside
the kingdom of God? By no manner of
means, although it is so esteemed in the
religious world, A great many so-called
religious people feel that they are restrain-
ed of their liberty and enjoyment by being
members of their churchse, This is a
wrong view, Our Father in heaven does
not wish to restraip his c¢hildren in any-
thing that is right, and it is right for peo-
ple to enjoy themselves, and the very
acme of happiness is to be obtained by
obeying the behests and commands of our
Father in heaven, Men may indulge in
things they call happiness, but there is
often no real happiness in them, for they
bring punishment along in the sting they
leave behind. Itis notso with proper en-
joyments—enjoyments within the scope of
reason and righ$, where there is no -
fringement upon each other, The great
law of demarecation botween ihat which is
wrong and that which is right is not to in-
fringe upon the rights of another., No man
has a right to infringe upon another, We
serve curselves, then, by serving God and
keeping his commandments, and the way
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in the midst of the nations, and the greater
portion of the people who have gathered
to these valleys have listened to this pro-
clamation, It reached their ears and made
an impression upon them, and they gather-
ed up from the midst of the nations of the
earth to these valleysof the mountains to
be taught in the ways of the Lrd,that they
might walk in his paths,instead of walking
in the vain imaginations of their own
hearts and in ways of error, because, as'the
ancient prophet says, “*They have inherited
error and lies from their fathers ” Behold,
this has been fulfilled in the day in which
theangel has brought forth and revealed
the gospel. Now we can see wherein we
and our fathers have been in error.
have been taught the precepts of men in-
stead of the commandments of God; but in
our day we have been touched with the
Light of truth and with the Spirit of the
living God, through obedience to the prin-
ciples of the gospel., The Saints of the
Most High, having heard these principles
proclaimed in their ears, had fzith in them
and in God, and they repented of their sins
and went forth into the waters of baptism,
according to the words of our Savior—
‘“Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he canuot enter into the Kingdom of

Having been obedient to these principles
and baving had hands laid upon them for
the reception of the Holy Ghost,it bas been
given unto us, and we Kknow, ourselves,
concerning these things, and bear testi-
mony this day that they are true, It has
come from God, it is not any *‘guess so;"’ it
is not & hope within a hope, that we have a
hope, but we bear testimony that we verily
do kpnow that God has spoken, and we
warn all people to repent and turn to God,
and partake of the waters of life freely,
without money and without prico,

This is what has bronght this people to-
gether in the wvalleys of the mountains;
and they are laboring now tu bring forth
and establish the Zion of God upon the
earth, according to the words of his holy
prophets, whose prophecies have been and
are being fulfilled in the history of this

is so plain that no person can err therein,
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has a right to rule and govern it, and it is |

chureb, first apostles, second prophets, and |
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| people. The kingdom of God is actually |

transpiring right before our face and eyes,
bat the world cannot see it, because they
are not bern again, They can not enter
this kingdom, because they are not born of
the water and of the Spirit, and because
they do not comply with the requirements
of the gospel and render obedieuce to the
great plan of salvation devised in the
heavens before the foundation of the
world, This plan was understood and was
in the programme before the morning stars
together sang for joy, and who caa belter
it? Puny men undertake to do so, but
their efforts are vain, and they only betray
their own folly and presumption. Our
Father in heaven knew better than any of
us what was for vur best interests, and bhe
has condescended to make it manifest to
his ehildren here, and if they would walk
in accordance therewith they would lay

the foundation for eternal power, dominion |

and glory.

It is the duty of the Latte=-day Saints to
live by every word proceeding from the
mouth of God.

He has told us to keep the words of wis-
dom, and has said that they are adapted to
the capacity of all who eaa be called Naints,
even the weakest, But,see the frailty of
humanity! We think we know and un-
derstand better than the Liord, what is best
for us, We say this by our acls a great
m.ny times; but we might as well learn,
first as last, that the Liord knows best, and
that his way is better than ours, as much
s0 as the heavens are higher than the earth.
He has trodden the path, and has had the
| experience that we have not had, and has
kindly condescended to make known a
lit(le of his experience in regard to these
things. He has told us that it is not good
for us to take spirituous lignors; but a
great many of us think a little will do us
no harm, and it is better for us to have it
than not to have it, He has told us not to
swear, not to take the name of the Lord in
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vain, not to give way to our evil passions,
Oar passions are good, and planted within
us for a good and wise purpose, to give us
strength and energy of character; but they
should be governed and controllad by that
heaven-inspired intelleet and reason with
which every person is endowed; in other
words, our passions should be our servants
and not our masters,

If we are thus governed and influaenced

indness, love and charity will fill every
hgart; but départ from that, let passion bear
sway, then the evil influences that attend
us, take possession and cause us to:go
astray into by and forbidden patbs, When
passion rules it dethrones reason and in-
tellect, and makes a béast of a man; and he
who has no more command of himsself
than to be governed by passion has fallen
far beneath the dignity of true manhood,
and the end of such a course is death.

These are some of the things that we
have to ba told of so often, because we are
so forgetful, and we oftentimes let the cares
of the world choke the word of life. The
latter is sown in the hearts of the children
of men, and sometimes it takes root and
grows fairly for a little  while, and then
withers and dries up. Sometimes it falls
into good ground, takes root downward
and bears fruit upward; and where it does
not do this it is owing to the frailties of
human nature, and toits proneness to wan-
der from the way of life and to disregard
the truths of heaven, |

One of the greatest boons that could be
conferred upon the children of men wonld
be to have the government of God estab-
lished on the earth. Can they see it? No,
hey stand in fear of it,. What makes men
fear i1? What makes them afraid of the
Lord, or of his government being estab
lished on the earth? Is itnot because their
deeds are evil, and because they are afraid
of receiving the punishment due for the

same? The word has gone forth, and most |

men believe it, that everv man will be
judged accoading to the deeds dose in the
body, whether they be good or evil. And
when men are conscious of evil deeds, and
know they do not pay allegiance to the
kingdom and government of God, they

We have reason to fear and dread tbe future;

and let me say here, the time will come
when they will call upon the rocks anc
mountains to fall upon them to hide them
from his presence. But it should not be
80. Woe need pot be atraid of the rule and
government of God, it is only calculated
to benefit the children of men, and it will
be a glorious happy day when it shall be
established on the earth in its fulness.
Men should tear to do wrong, to commit
iniquity; they
kindpess to honor the principles that per-
tain to their well-being, and to eternal life
and exaltation.  Such principles should be
hailed with joy, gladness and delight b

all the children of men. The time wi

come when the government of God will
prevail over the whole face of the earth,
notwithstanding all that mankind, and all
that the powers of evil can do agaiost it,
The principles which underlis the kKing-
dom and government of God are those of
truth and virtue, and they will endure;
while sin, iniquity, disobecience and un-
belief will be swept away, and the man who
builds his house or castie on such a founs
dation will find that it will not stand in the
day of the Lord Almigh'y. When the
storms come and the winds beat upon that
house it will be swept away; in that day
too, men will be stripped of all their hypoc-
risy and iniquity, and they will stand forth
in all their naked deformity, then they
will call upon the rocks to fall upon and
hide them from the presence of the Lord.
Men should live so that they can bear the

should do themselves the |

sorutinizing eye of the Almighty. Persons
may think they can commit this or that
evil, and no one will know it; they may
be wvery secretive in doing wrong, and
think they will never be found out. But
if Icommit evil I know it, and when I
know it, one too many knows it; and the
Lord knows it as well as I know it. We
can not hide it from him, and we had bet-
ter not commit ourselves in any such a
way, for in the great day of the Liord these
things will be rewealed; man will stand
forth in his naked deformity, and the
wickedness of wicked men will be made
to appear, and it will be written where it
can be read by all people when the vail
shall be taken from before the eyes, Then
let us repent and turn to God with full
purposeof heart, and the promise to every
one who will do this in sincerity is that
their sins shall be forgiven, and that they
shall receive the testimony which we bear
this day — pnamley that the gospel we
preach, is the gospel of the Son of God and
has been revealed for the salvation of the
human family.

This promise is certain and sure, there
need be no doubt about it; it will be ful-
filled to all whom the Lord our G>yd shall
call=to every one who repents of his evil
ways and renders obedience to its man-
dates. The minister in the pulpit needs it
as much as anybody else. Why? Because
he has taught error; he has assumed to
himself the authority of high heaven,
which has never been given to him. He
has run before he was sent, and bas tanght
the traditions of the fathers instead of the
commandments of God. He needs to re~
pent of his evil ways, and not only to
repent of but to turn from them.

Noman can get a greater testimon
the forgiveness of his sins by the Lord
than a knowledge within himself that he
has turned away from his evil deeds, He
kn ws it then, for Ged has promised to for-
give every one who will comply with the
reqluiramanta of the gospel and turn from
evil; and the man who forsakes evil knows
it, and if bhe has no other testimony of his
forgiveness, this is as great a one as he can
POSSOss,

I know that this is different kind of
preaching from what le get in the
world, but that makes no difference, We
are a different people from any other, God
has made us 80 by the instructions that he
has imparted unto us through his servants,
He has taught us another and a better
way—the true way, the way that leads
back to him, the way of life, truth and
salvation, The Secriptures—the history of
God’s dealings with his children in past
ages when the authority of the holy priest-
hood was on the earth, also bear testimony
that this is the work of God, and that ail
who receive it, and remain true and faith-
ful, may become co-workers with our hea-
venly Father in bringing to pass his pur-
poses and estaLlishing his kingdom upon
the earth, if we will only let him work
with us; but we must do this. He will

of

| éestablish his work any how, independ=znt

of us, if we do not see proper to aid bim
in this great enterprise, f we do not do
it, he will find somebody who will, for the
day of redemption, the set time has come
for the commencewment ol this great work.
An impression has gone forth among all
the children of men that the time is rapid-
ly approaching to prepare the way for the
coming of the Lord, and the establishment

of his kingdom on the earth, No
matter whether it be Gentile, Jew,
bond or free, heathem or Chris~

tian, this impression bas been made
on the minds of all classes of the children
of men in all the nations o! the earth, and
it is true, The set time has come'when God
will put forth his band to establish his
kingdom, and every body knowsit. We
proclaim in the ears of the people that the
angel has come and brought again theev-
erlasting gospel to preach to all the inhab-
itants of the earth—.0 every nation, kin-
dred, tongae and people, Lest those, then,
who have not received it, make some in-
quiry concerning this work. It is nota
thing done up in & corner, but it is like a
city set on a hill, that can not be hid. The
kingdom of God is transpiring before the
eyes of the childrem of men., Let them
take heed and not raise their heel against
it, because if they do, it will only redound
to their own discomfiture. Then they had
better not do it, they had bet er receive it,
or at least investigate, and then, if Lthey do
not receive it, they had better withhold
their hands instead of seeking to destroy
and overthrow the work and Kingdom of
God. All efforts to do so will be fatile,
they will do the kingdom mno barm, for
nothing can prevent its increase and tri-
umph in the earth. God will not be thwart-
ed in his purposes and designs. The set
time has come for him to favor his people,
and to establish his kingdom, and the puny
arm of man will be powerless to prevent
it. Have they not been trying for forty
ears? Are the lessons of the past of no
Eeneﬂt to the world? It would seem so,
indeed. They are slow Lo learn this lesson,
radventurethey may learn itafterawhile,

ut not so long as evil predominates as it
does at present in the hearts of the great
majority of the children of men, We may
be scattered and driven and have many
afflictions to endure, but will that stay the
work of Gnd? No. How has it been? ILet
our past experience teach us and the world
at thesame time. It has only increased
and given greater velocily to the work of
God. Phonix likeé, it has risen from its
ashes and, if there is anything abont it

it‘u:n'mhjul:u!.'.«,, it has presented a more form



