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THE EDITORS COMMENTS

STAFF OF LIFE

the summer and the fishing season
are upon us all at once the transi-
tion in the case of the former from
temperate with wintry tendencies to
a tropical if not a torrid temperature
was accomplished in a very short time
and was not altogether welcomed by
the Walto hereabout it is ata
source of real comfort to the agricul-
tural distridistrictscis however and what
gratifies them now must eventually
be gratifying to all of us the soil
has been thoroughly moistened and so
kept until by its stimulating effects
all kinds of grain have been fairly
shooting upward and gaining vitality
at a rate rarely equaled in this partbaxt 0off
the world if anywhere the crops of all
kinds were never more promising in-
deed never quite so much so and with-
out some wholly unlookedunlocked for visita-
tion this seasons yield in all the things
that go to sustain life will be a more
bounteous one by far than that of any
of its predecessors

A gentleman who lives in rexburgRexburg
idaho was here on business a few days
ago and he reports a similar condi-
tion of things only on a greatly en-
larged scale in his neighborhood hestated that he raised last year ten
thousand bushels of wheat and eexX
peeled to exceed that considerably
this year perhaps double it this seems
stupendous but is strictly within the
limits of probability idaho tois the
greatest wheat and potato raising dis-
trict in the world so far as known
this relating not only to quantity but
to quality as well at the last terr-
itorialrit fair held in this city premontfremont
county idaho in which rexburg tois

ed took the first prize in nearlyveryevery sample of wheat it is18 known
unathat one season a few years ago the
phenomenal and previously unheard of
yield of bushels of wheat from a
singlelia acre took place at rexburgRex burg and
the whole crop averaged over sixty
bushels utah cannot do so well asan
that nor can idaho in all its parts
but we qancan and do raise large crops
under reasonably favorable conditions
and there is a ready market for it at
goodfood prices in any part of the worldsome of our farmersfannen it is stated havealready sold their crops at eighty centsa bushel getting half of it down theteatrest on delivery this Is a kind of

dealing in futures which is largely
retorted to in the stock exchanges butis not common among the agricultural

it tois not necessarily gambl-
ing by any means although the risk
which each party runs does to some
extent set one againstagainst the other with
the expectation if not the hopeappe on thpart of each that he will win out on
the turn and the other party to thetransaction thereby necessarily be a
loserlO at least not receive as much as
he would have done but for the ven-ture in the cases cited and gauginggaugin9the situation by present appearances
and24 indications ttit looks decidedly as if
the had the better of the dealwheat has already taken a decided

tumble in the chicago pits and those
who bought on a plan similar to that
cokeh of0 otherwise known as shorts

ire confronted withwath a great shrinkage
toin the weeprice of that article while they
must pay the price at which they tookupp au the visible supply I1 that tois ex-
pecting tomaketo make a squeeze whereby
consumers of wheat meaning every-
body of course except those with a
fowl supply on hand would have to

advanced prices the

difference going into the pockets oiof the
speculators that this is nearer gambl-
ing than the other case spoken ofbf if
notno t the simon pure article itself is not
denied even by those who engage in it

properly considered wheat is the
most valuable thing that comes to us
from the generous hand of providence
without anything else to eat the hu-
man family could subsist and even do
well upon it gold is a very de-
sirable thing to have but with it alone
starvation and a tormenting death
would be our portion bhea is too
legitimate an article ioto be the means
otof effecting hocus transactions
in the great trade centers but it is
brought to even such base uses once
in a while it turns upon its defamersdef amers
as in the case cited and at such times
its resentment is a thing long to be re-
membered

OUR BOYS AREAKE GONE

the utah battery boys are now well
out upon the broad breast of the pa-
cific ocean before the sea blushed
red in yesterdays sunset they had
passed out of sight of their native land

for how long no more the merry
makings with friends no more the
genial visitations of sympathetic men
and women bearing the comforts and
adornments of this existence no more
for a long time at least the letters
from the loved ones alltt home the news-
papers with tidings from scenes ren-
dered dear to every heart by long alqand
happy associations the soldiers life
has begun in earnest now for the rigid
routine the inflexible discipline the
continual discomforts the sickness in-
duced by changes of temperature and
the homesicknesshome sickness which must prevail
more or less in any temperature then
the camp the labors and watches the
attention the indifferent food and
perhaps sooner or later the combatmymay they each and all pass through
every detail with safety and return to
us flushed with the manly pride of
victory won without disfigurement
and with a grateful nations never
ending benisonsbeni sons upon them

THE WARWAB IN CUBA

advicesadvises from cuba indicate that the
warfare to be waged there at least to
commence with will be of the guerilla
order the spaniards it is said slink
through the tropical undergrowth as
noiselessly as shadows some almost
nude and concealed behind palm
leaves they will hide behind brush
and when discovered will rush
from their positions to some other
sheltered place such were their tac-
tics on june 14 when attacked and
routed by the marines at guantanamo
and similar tactics will undoubtedly
be pursued whenever encountered out-
side the fortified cities

spaniards are known to take natur-
ally to this kind of semi barbarosa
warfare the rebellion was
chiefly fought from ambush on both
sides and as a result it was protracted
beyond all reasonable limits the waxwar
in cuba is another instance there
halo not been a single battle worthy orof
the name the spaniards have laid in
wait and planned assassinations and
the cubans have dynamited railroads
and assailed inferior squads of the
enemy and thereafter taken to the
woods had either of the belligerent
parties compelled the other to an open
battle the war would probably haveb ave
been ended longlonganolongagoago

the report says the american ma

rines behaved with commendable brav-
ery in the encounter with the invisible
foe which kept up an incessant fusi
lade guerilla warfare is always try-
ing to a regular army but fortunately
most of the american officers are fa-
miliar with the tactics of the indians
they know exactly what to do and
with the discipline our men have and
their superior marksmanshipmarkmanship they can-
not fallfail to drive the enemy from bust
to bush and either into the open field
or the fortified cities from which there
will be no escape but surrender more
men will probably be needed though
if the war is to be ended within a
reasonable period of time

the announcement that the cuban
insurgents have joined the american
marines and also occupied one of the
suburbs of santiago causes much
gratification in engagements of the
kind anticipated they should be par-
ticularlyticul arly valuable when properly
equippeddipped and under efficient
they should be able to do some effec-
tive fighting

A dispassionate REVIEW

the war is still in a somewhat
quiescent situation broken a very little
at timeslimes by reports of sampsonsSampsons fitful
pounding of masonry and earthworksearthwormsearthworks
in the neighborhood of santiago bar-

i

har-
bor also at times by rehashes of desul-tory fighting accounts which have al
redy appeared a few times all the
while the expense does not dwindle an
iota on the contrary it steadily in-
creases and by this time must reach
if it does not exceed the enormous sum
of a week this is to the
ordinary mind an incalculable sum the
expenditure of which is not mitigated
by events accomplished or perhaps
there might be less complaint regard-
ing it As those who make such com-
plaints are largely those who have paid
are paying or expecting to pay the
money which tois being poured out in
such startling volume there can be no
valid objection to these having a hear-
ing on their own terms

it is as well however to take some
things into consideration when the
first napoleon was asked what
were the three chief requis-
ites for carrying on a great
war he replied the first Is money

I1 the second is money and the third is
money we of the united states even
those who have not passed the meridi-
an of life have been presented with an
object lesson much nearer home than
the war now on hand showing the cor-
rectnessness of the great corsicanscorsicanaCorsicans con-
clusionsclu the rebellion lasted nearly
four years and the country came out
nearly in debt in addition
to the steady and heavy expenditures
which were made of the governments
largely increased revenues so far the
present war has not reached such a
vastness of expenditure but itif it should
be continued as long as six months the
rate above given will doubtless be
largely increased because of the im
lepse area being covered by our mili-tary operations the contest almost
semi the globe from its ex-
treme eastern to its farthest westernwester
limit and threatening to extend stilatallI1
further by crossing the atlantic andana
taking in spain to maintain armiestemporary governments and mettmeet I1in
proper manner the various exexpensive
contingencies always arising at such
distances from home is considerably
more costly than would be the same
scale of operations conducted iinearearbyby
and the money must be ready when it
tola required As the government aporoper-
ates no mines rallrailwaysways factoriesfac torlea or
other moneymakingmoney making institutionsinstitution of
that class and bahs no incincomeome but what
in one way or aanotherag

other it drawsdrawn from
the people tit itis their duty to respond
as promptly and look asan pleasantly as


