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bosom than false doctrine. The one | he will be peaceable, laboring for I may be wrong, and frequently they

can only kill the body; the other
will destroy the soul. How blesse
it is that we have among us the liv-
ing oracles of God! [President
Woodruff stands up here and con-

entertained and advocated by some.

d [ meet and who need salvation.

25

thesalvation of those whom he may | are where they contend one against

He | the other; for if aman is right he

will be safe from false doctrine, safe | does not need to contend; he does
from the insinuations of the adver- not need to be hargh in his reguire-
sary and from every influence that | ments; he is willing to submit the
demns a doetrine which has been | would injure him. We need this| matter and say, “Brethren, if 1 am

Bpirit at our homes. Fathers need | wrong, I want to know it.>?

But

How blessed it is that we ean have | it, mothers need it, children need | wihen you find a man who is con-
it. It is needed both by the priest | tentious and anxious to triumph

the word of God in regard to these
things! And not only is it com-
peteut for President Woodruff' to
ahnounce to the Church and o the
worll the doctrines that are true,
and condemn those that are false,
but it is competent for the Twelve
Apostles, it is competent jor the
Presidents of Stakesand the Bishops
of Wards, in their Stakes and
Wards. They ought not to be de-
ceived; the High Priests and Elders
and the Saints ought not to be de-
ceived. The Bpirit of the Lord is
Eiven to every man to profit withal,
and to enable him to discern truth
from error, and to enable every man
}mssessing it to know truth wien he
1ears it.
were not endowed with the Spirit
of the Lord, we would be liable to
be led astray. One man would re-
ceive a doctrine as true; another
would receive it as false. But now
Wwe are enabled by the Bpirit of
d to know the truth, and to be
united, and to see alike and comnpre-
heud alike the principles of life and
salvation. Whenever 1 find a
brother who can entertain error as
truth and ean be deceived by it, I
always feel as though there is sonie
I'easou for it. Consider it in regard
to yourgelves. Will the Lord allow
His Priesthood and His people to be
deceived, if they hearken uuto
Him? As1 said, every person who
has received the testimony of Jesus
Christ, has power from God to walk
in rectitude to salvation and exalta
tion in His Kingdom. If tLat be
80, then when men {all and take
some gide-track, when they enter-
tain wrong idens and inevrrect doc-
trine, is there not some reason for
it Have they not negleeted some
dlﬂ:yf? Have they not grieved the
Bpirit of the Lord? Is there not
80me good son why they are thus
deceived and Jed astray? Certainly
there is. It should not be necessary
for every member of the Church to
have at lis etbow a Rishop, or a
Leaclier, or some other person, to
correct him and keep him in the
8fraight' and narrow path. Every
Latter-day Saint is entitled to the
Bpirit of God, which is better than
0y human teacher. This Bpirit
should be with us on all oceasions,
&t home or abroad. Wherever we
80, in whatever labor we are en-
gaged, . whether it be for our own
benefit or in behalf of the Kingdom
of Glod, this Spirit will be with us,
if we are true and tathful. If we
Mingle among the corrupt and the
Wicked, on a mission of salvation,
We are entitled to have this Spirit
With ug, 80 that we may uot be cor-
Fupted.” 8o long as a Latter-day
?alnt Jives so that he does not grieve
hat Spirit, he is entitled to it at all
Mes and under all circumstances;
Md when he possesses it, he will
hot entertain error, he-will not be
Otemperate, he will not become
8ugry, warlike and belligereyt; but

If it werc not 80, and we.

and the people,

No more important exhortation
could be given than that which
i’resident Woodruff gave this mor-
ning. He exhorted us to be united,
in order that we may be the Lord’s,
and Be approved and accepted of
Him. Wlhenl hear of division, of
contention and of diffieulty among
the Saints, 1 {eel troubled that the
preople should be divided, eillier in
a Btale, or & Ward, or a fnily.
Whenever I hear of difficulty be-
tween husband and wife, between
brethren and sisters, I always know
that there is wrong existing some-
where. But when I hear good re-

rts—Stakes united, Wards united,
| fnmilies united, brethren and sis-
ters fellowshiping one another,
loving one another, and attentive
to the table of the Loid, to partake
of the sacrameut, the gifts and
blessings of the Gospel being en-
joyed, the sick being healed, and
every interest of the people being
properly cared for by the servants ot
the Loid—then I feel to rejoice.
Whenever I visit & Ward and fimd
that there are troubles and difficul-
ties existing there, I always feel
more or less trouhied, lLeeause T
kuow that these divisions some-
times grow (o be chronie and be-
come guite serious. Men become
convinced of their own Jlosses and
the injury they may have sustained;
they feel offended, and the Spirit of
God leaves them; and when the

‘T always fear for that man. Where,
for any reason, there is contention
or any local trouble, I feel hurt in
my spirit. But where the people
are united, it is joyful and pleasing
for us to come together. e feel
free in speaking, we feel well in
listening. Hence, 1 feel the im-

ortance of the injunction which
?’resideut Woodrufft gave this
morning — that we should be
united. The Presidency of the
Church should be one, the
A postles and tireir Counsclorsshould
be bne; the P’residents of Stakesand
Bishops should be one; and the
Baintsshould be one, in all their
labors. And if weare clothed with
the spirit of charity, we will not be
divided; for we will forgive those
wiio treapass against us.
wantof charity. the want of for-
giveness, whieh causes disunien.
When we are injured we do not al-
ways forgive. We have not charity
sometimes for those who transgress.
We are often not so kind and for-
giving to them as we ought to be.
We are liable to he hard and exact-

not apt to see the wrong we our-

ren pitted aguinst each other.
one thin®s he is on the right side
and isonly tequiring what is his
just due, when possibly they both

Bpirit of the Lord is out of a man, | e
among tho

|

It is the|come upon us,

over his opponent, and Js not willing
in his spirit to be the loser, heis the
one that makes trouble. We should
cultivate the Spirit of the Lord and
bumble ourselves in prayer before
God. Instead of feeling in our
hearts, when we go to the house of
the Lerd, that our hrethren are
barsh and cruel towards us, let us
seek fer a spirit of forgiveness, that
we may be able to say, “Father, If
we are harsh, if our brethren are
harsh, soften our hearts, that we
may eat of the bread and drink of the
cup, in memory of thy body and
hlood, with pure feelings, being will-
ing to yield rather than be foo ox-
acting.”

It will never do for Latter-day
Saints to be harsh in their ways. 1t
will not do for us tobe harsh with
our wives and children, but to be
tender and kind and loving. Love
begets love, charity begets charity,
kind ness begets kindness; and when
our brethren see that we are willing
to suffer wrong rather than do wrong,
that we are willing to yield some-
thing for the sake of peace, they
will appreciate our motives and re-
spect us for them. Better to yield
among ourselves than to divide and
tear asunder. We cannot afford to
do that, because the Spirit of the
Lord would be grieved and evil in-
fluences would come in and darken
our minds, so that we would be la-
ble to get a spirit, not only of con-
tention, but of destruction. I have
sometimes witnessed suech a spirit
rofessing to be Latter-
day Baints. This should not be.
We should all feel generous and mel-
low in our feelings.

I feel that there is a good si)irit.
here today in this conference. re-
joice that Presidents Woodruff and
Cannon are here, and that we are
permitted to hear their voices. Tam
thankful that we have a degree of
liberty granted unto us.
the liberties of the Latter-day Saints
to increase instead of growing less.
1 expect the liberties of individuals
to increase. 1 expect prosperity to
attend Zion and all herinterests,and

I expect

1 expect her to remain firm in the.

land and not be overturned or de-
stroyed. And wherever we have
Jogt anything, wherevertroubleshave
wherever divisions
have existed among the Latfer-day
Snints, possibly valuable lessons of
instructions may hbhe drawn from
thiese calamities.

I pray, brethren and sisters, that
God may preserve ugin the truth,
and that He will not allow us to
break ourselves in pieces, lbut that

ing. We seek to bring everybody to | we shall be kept stable and firm in
the line, and in doing this we are|the Gospelof ‘hrist,and know more

of the Lord and His doctrine, so

selves do. We sometimes find breth- | that we niay be firmer each day of
Each | our lives and better established in

the principles of the Gospel than
herctofore, that we may endure to
the end. May God bless you; may

e



