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acaccomplish in the interest of God
must come to us through the operaopera-
lionsoperationsof HisHig Holy Spirit aadand this
too according to the faith which
wae exercise while together oonn such
an occasion as the present Hence
we should endeavor as38 far as poss-
ible

poss-
ibleble to forget all worldly matters
which grieve and vex us and fix
our minds upon the Lord having a
sufficiency of His Holy Spirit that
we maybemay be enabled to receive such
knowledge and suggestions as will
help us in our onward pathoath

1I believe there nevernever was a time
needuce the organization of this
ChurchCharch and Kingdom of God upone-arththeearththe earth when it was more nece-
ssary

nece-
ssarysaryry than now for us to obtain
spiritual aid and blessings in order
teatt we may be prepared for the
greatt event which seems now to be
rapidlyy apapproachingroa and in which
ouroar collective interests are deeply
Involved In the past history of
the Saints there have been times
when God has seen proper to bring

t such circumstances as would
ttY our faith and see what progressVKiaIs people have made in a knowlknowl-know-
ledge

know-
ledge

know-
ledgeedge of those principles which He
haS revealed to us How far w-

et

we

t eve been successful in securingsecurin-
g that amount of testimony and

knowledge from God in relation to
thetee importance of keeping his coincoin-

f it is not for me to say a-

We
a

j We have been told that there ex-exe-
x letsJat disunion to a certain extent
f among the Latter-dayLatter SaithatSaintsSaintsthatthat
Oreinhere is not that feeling of sentisenti-sentsent-

imentmentiDent of union and mutual interest
0 a mongDg the people ooff God which

should prevail InIn order to prepare
elves for that which is coming

irefire oought to look around and try to

dJdiscovercover clearly what are the privi-
legesleges to be obtained through the
Gospell which we have embraced I
believe there is a way by which

I perfect union can be effected if we
winwill but understand things aright
Jesus urged upon His disciples the
necessity of unionthatunion that the same
should be promoted among them as

nlexistedted between Himself and His
Father We must perfect ourselves
before we can attain to the great
exaltexaltation and glory which have
been promised unto the faithful We
shouldmould at all times be willing toto-

make
to-

make
to-

makemake sacrifices for the GospelsGospel's
sakeke noDO matter how disagreeable
the duty may sometimes be

I see before me this afternoon
thousands of people who have re-rere-

ceived
re-

ceived
rere-

ceived the Gospel of Christ from
among the various nations of the
earthMth They have manemadema e sacrifices
which have astonished the world at
laMe Leaving all that was near
and dear to them theytey have come
and settled in these mountain vales
exposing themselves to danger both
Duponn sea and land and journeyed toto-

a
to-

a
to-

aa place of which they knew compa-
ratively

compar-

to
little What inspired them

to do this The Spirit of God
opened their understandingding it re-rere-

moved
rere-

movedmoved part of the veil which hung
between themthen and the knowledge of
God and they became convinced bysu-suHis power and intelligence of a su-susu-

f

susu-

pernaturalfsupernaturaltural nature that there was
somethingg which could not hebebe-

-

b-
e ed through anyany other source ofo-

f ISis throughrough any ether orI-

L

or

t v
IL

order of things than the Gospel
which had been proclaimed to themthem-

II had an intimate Acquaintance
with Joseph Smith the ProfProphethet forfor-

a
for-

a
for-

aa number of years The position hehe-
A All JI 1111 11A-AAAAu before themo world and theme
declarations which he made were of
an extraordinary character It waswas-
a

was-
aa8 position which no individual be-bebe-

forE
be-

fore
bebe-

forefore or since has attempted to as-asas-

sume
as-

sume
asas-

sumesume I knew Joseph Smith to
have been an honest man a man of
truth honor and fidelity willing to
sacrifice everything he possessed
even life itself as a testimony to the
heavens and the world that he had
borne the truth to the hu man family
We as a people have been making
sacrifices for the last sixty years we
think our religion worth all else
and it most assuredly is

Having spoken of some of the
trials and persecutions through
which the Saints have passed in-inin-
cluding

in-
cluding

inin-
cluding imprisonment and long
separation from relatives and friendswillingtoApostle Snow said they were willing
to continue to undergo them for the
GospelsGospel's sake They would yet
be successful in their work
among the children of men No
impediment placed in the way
would ever prevent the onward
progress of the Church of ChristDarkDark clouds may sometimes passpass-
over

pass-
over

pass-
overover our heads we may be sorely
tried and perplexed and efforts
made to thwart us but the truth is
mighty and will prevailprevilil The
world which knows notDot the purpur-pur-
poses

pur-
poses

pur-
posesposes of God may think that Mormo-
nism M-ormonism is now about to liehe desdes-des-
troyed

des-
troyed

des-
troyedtroyed that the voice of the LatLat-Lat-

I
I ter-dayter SaintsSainte and the Priesthood
will never be heard again throughthrough-through-
out

through-
out

through-
outout the world but when these dark
clouds thicken about us and the
Saints arare put to the test it is then
that God is more glorified in the
fact ththatLt we are ready to show our
willingness to pass through the fiery
ordeal We make no complaint
but feel thankful that we are able
to show how precious is to us the
religion which we have espoused
Let us go on rejoicing

Apostle Snow nnext related some
of the extraordinaryextra manifestations
of the power of God which he witwit-wit-
nessed

wit-
nessed

wit-
nessed when in Kirtland some fiftyfifty-th-ree fif-tythree years ago among these being
the speaking in tontonguesues visions and
the ministering of holy anangelsels

There is no dandangerer of this Church
beinbeing destroyed We know too well
the strength and value ofor our re-rere-

li
re-

ligion
rere-

ligionliligion The speaker cited the trials
through which Job wasWaR called to
pass by way of testing his faith the
Lord even permitted the prince of
darkness tow have dominion over him
for a time and but for allan this JobsJob's
name would probably never have
passed into history So with the
trials of the Latter-dayLatter Saints

God bless this people is my prayprayerr
continually especially in the ob-obob-

taining
ob-

taining
obob-

taining of knowledge and intelliIntelli-Intelli-
gence

intelli-
gencegence from heaven soAO that we maymay-
be

may-
be

may-
bebe ableahle to withstand the difficulties
trials and afflictions which may
arise in our path
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said in substance I have felt more of
the spirit of listening than to speakspeak-speak-
Ing

speak-
ing

speak-
inging Had it pleased God to have

led the mind of His servant totoII

choose some one else to sspeakak and
let me remain in my seat I should
have been satisfied for I have re-rerej-
oiced

re-
joiced

rere-
joiced in the Instructions given durdur-dur-
ing

dur-
ing

dur-
inging thistills conference I have a testi-
mony

testi-
monymony regarding their truth wisdom
and inspiration They have been
dictated by the Holy Spirit iI have realized that the testi-
monies

testi-
monies

testi-
moniesmonies of the brethren regarding
this being the work of God would
not suffice for me It takes an indiindi-indi-
vidual

indi-
vidual

indi-
vidualvidual knowledge to save There
is no testimony so strong no tongue
so eloquent nothing so convincing
so80 far as relates to another individual
that will stand in the place of the
knowledge I must have for myself
God has shown unto me that this is
His work This knowledge I hope
to liveJive by and if need be die bvby I
did not always have thisttestimonyy II-
did

I-

diddid not get iitt until thirteen years ago
I was then placed in a position to fl
know for myself that this is the
work of God My mother had
taught me the principles of the GosOos-Gos-
pel

Gos-
pelpel and to revere the memory of JJo-JoJo-
seph

JoJo-
seph 0seph Smith as88 a Prophet The latlat-lat-
ter

lat-
ter

lat-
terter stood next in my estimation to
the Lord Jesus Christ At the Oc-OcOc-

tober
OcOc-

tobertober Conference of 1876 I was
called on a mission to the United f

Rates I had just enough faith toto-
be

to-
be

l
be willing to go and fill it But it ii-
waswas not that response of the soul I
would feel today were I called to gogo-
on

go-
onon a similar errand It was notDot
long however before I became im-imim-
bued

imim-
bued with the testimony of which I
have been sspeakingking I was
then laboring in company with
Elder A M Musser I be-bebe-
came

be-

came
bebe-

camecame interested in writing forfor-
the

z

the Utah press accounts of the
scenes I witnessed so that I did not j
engage in my spiritual labors with
that zest which I should have feltfEIt
But right then God gave me that
witness which I now esteem asas-

more
as-

more
j

more precious than lifegardenI dreamed that I waswi in the gargar-gartt

den of Gethsemane I saw the r
Savior and three Apostles enter agardenlittle gate atfit my right into the gargar-
den and I stood as it were in the
background or in the foreground
of the picture which I beheldbeheld as
plainly as I now see the faces of
those before me They did not seeflee
me but I saw them The Savior 1

stationed the three Apostles in a f
little group and asked them to pray J
without ceasing while He wentwent to
the left of the scene bowed Himself
down and prayed also Presently
He walking over to where d
Peter JamesJamen and John were
kneeling fastIt asleep He shook
them woke them up and
agaagainin asked them to pray He
returned to His place and prayed
again and again HeMe went back to
them and found them sleeping rr-

AAAwakingwaking them once more He ex-exex-
horted

exex-
horted them to pray to keep their
eyes open and not to sleep upon
their watch Again He returned to
His place until this had transpiredred
three times and as He knelt there
prayingng to God to gigiveve Him strength t
to perform His mission to pass y

through the ordeal which was before
Him to drink of the bitter cup
prepared for Him by His FathErFather-Father a
as He called upon God in the agony
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