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the ballot box and to Congress be made for rellef from

this oppressive load; that viclence should be deprecated

as long as a single hope of peaceable redress remalned;

but if. at last, all these should fail—if, in the proper tri-
for our dearest rights, outraged
and profaned; 1t wi%re still to suffer that corrupt men
may reap harvests watered by our tears, then there is one
God has provided in the eter-
nal frame of things redress for every wrong and there re-
mains for us the steady éve and the strong arnt and we
must congquer or mingle the bodles of the oppressors with
those of the oppressed upen the soll which the Declara-
But he was
not at all apprehensive that such a crisis would ever ar-
rive. “1le believed that jus<tice might be found far short
of so dreadful anextremity; and even should an appeal
o arms come, it was his opinfon thatif we are well pre-

bunals there s no hy

more chancs for justice,

tion of [ndependence no longer protects.

pared, that moment the victory is won.”?

In pursuance of the récommendation of the mass meet-
{ng held at Lawrence on the 14th of August, and endorsed
by the convention held at the Big Springs, on thé 6th and
6th of September, a convention was held at Topeka, on
the 19:h and 20th of September, at which it was deter-
mined to hold another convention at the same pliace, on
of forining
this end
such proceedings were had as were deemed necessary for
g'ving the notices, conducting the election of delegates,
making the returns, and assembling the convention.—
With regard to the regularity of these proceedings your
committee see no neeessity for further eriticism than is to
" be tound in the ract that it waé the movement of a politi-

cal party instead of the whole body of the people of Kan-

ga<, condncted without the sanction of law, and in defi-
niee of the eonstituted authorities, for the avowed pur-
pose of overthrowing the Territorial government estab-

the fourth Tuesday of October, for the pur;so&a
a ¢ nstitution and Stqle governmment, and to

lished Ly Uongress,
The Constitutional Conven

Territorial Legislature and its acts, in these words:—

sGentdemen of the Conventlon—For the position as-
signed nie accept my thanks.™ You have met, gentlemen,
on no omlinary oceasion, to accomplish no ordinary pur-
pose, You are the first legal representatives, the real
Yeou comprise the first
legaily elected representative body ever assembled i the

sgoaitlers of Kansas have ever had.

Territory.”? &e., &c.

On Friday, October 26, Mr. Smith offered the following

resolution, fpstructing the Stending Committecsi—

“Resolved, That the varions commitiees of this Con-
ventlon be and they are hereby Instructed to frame their
work, having In view an buomediate organization of .a

""Bl;ul'.n government.”?
STATE ORGANIZATION.

"¢00ct. 31—Tn the evening ession the debate ram high
upon Mr. Smith’s resolution in reference to an immediate
The mover of the resolution was in
He would pdvise
no hesitation; he would présenta bold front and waver
not at &ll; the Territory was withont laws; life and prop-
erty were unprotected. The Territorial government had
e would not leave it an hour for the ac-
tlon of Congress afteran application for admissiin, but

State organization,
favor of electing State afficers at once,

broken down.

wonld et up an independent form of government, &ec.

“Mr. Emery gald—Now, Mr. Chairman, what does
thiz reselution contemplate—what is proposed to be done?
Tt first proposes to supercede the present weak and inefli-
clent Territorial government, and hence it nnuuciateithe

Y
it does more—it proposes to prove into a fact the leading
fdea of the Declaration of Indenendence, the highest hu-
man authority in American politics, which is this—when-
ever any form of government becomes destructive of the
ends for which it was instituted, it {8 the right of the
people to alter or abelish ity and to inst'tute a new govs
ernment, &c. It proposgs ‘te force theories of hmman
rlghts into facts—to practically app'y this great prineiple
to the wants and to the necessities of the down trodden
1 do not guestion this right of the
people, and certainly no gentleman +n this floor will dis-
It he does he occ” fes a most exiraor-
dinary position, and consistency would suggest that he
No! when we say that we will
take measures to superecde and rénder unceessary that
thing now. extended over us called & Terrtorial govern-
ment, when we gay and mainiain that we have a right
to guarantee by the constitntion, to have a farm of gov-
ernment resting on onr own consent and free will, we are
only doing whats as American citizens, we have a right to
do. We only propose Lo carry out the doctrine, much abused
and grossly misrepresented as it has been—T mean the doc-
trine of squatter sovereignty—under which we are assem-
bled hiere to day, and in pursuance of the principles of
which we hope to extricate oursclves from our present

fundamental idea of the constitutional movement,

peope of Kansas.
agree with me,

withdraw from this body.

‘unhappy eondition,*
It I= hut just tostate that |
speech Mr. Emery declared himself apposad to

&AN immedjate election nnder the new constituiion and
an Immediate gession of the General As=emblvy when
all the wheels of State government shall be put in mo-
tion, Irrespective of the action of Congrese, npon due ap-
Mon, Mr. E. presented™his ob-
Jeetion to the position of Mr. Smith, and maintained
the views ahove Indicated. He contended that, Inas—
much as the Territorial form of government was organ-
jzed by the Snpreme Court of the United States. and
hence a legal form of government. no other government
could be substituted so long as that was in existence,
without rizsking the most serious cousequences, to suy the

plication for admission,

least,»

In reply to the advocate of Immediate State organiza-

tion, Mr. D¢lahay, of Leavenworth said:i—

“Tnder the defined right: of squatter sovercignty, as
enunciated by the Kansaz Nebraska act it seems reasolin=
ble that the peop’e have the right to take unpon themselves
the burthens of a government; but T gquestion the right
of the people of Kansas to organize a new government
if its anthority i=s to come in conflict with that of the gove
The gentleman from Law-
rence (Col. Lane) hag assumeid as a fundamental position,
in advoecating an immediate State organization, that nel-
ther government nor local law exists in this Territom . —
ﬁimt from that position. T deny, Mr.
Chalrma at & Territorial government can be liﬂﬁ.-nll:!r

LA
on the contrary, and [ think that my position would be
suppnrted by our highest legal authorities—that the power
of a Territorial government ceages onily Ly the enactment
of the body which creatad 113 In other worde, that the cot-
ernment and laws of Kansas can be abolished by Con-
gress alone, and are beyond the reach of this Territo-
T do not pretend to deny that, as
all eivil power is derived from the people, they have the
moral right to abolish wnjust laws or everthrow abnoxions
governments by foreces bt T do question the expediency
nf effecting a reform in Kansas by an overt act of rebel-
For 1 immst confess Mr. Chalrman, while T enst not
the shadow of suspicien omn the motives of the adv.cates
af this measura, that from the point of view from which
I rezard this meusure, it apprars to me to be an act of

ernment created by Congress,

Sira T m

abolished b the eleetion of another government.

ry or any olther power,

lian.

reballlon,??

Your cemmiitee have made these voluminons exiracts
from the best anthenticated reports which we have becn
able to obiain of the proceedings of the Conventlon, for
the purposa of showing that it was distinctly vunderstood
on all sldes that the adoption of the proposition for the
arganizing th= Btate government befora the assent of Con-
gress for the admission of the State should be obtained.
was adecls’on in favorof repudiating the laws and over-
throwing the Territorial government. in defiance of the
anthority of Congress. By this decision, as incorporated
in the =cheédule to the congtitntion, the vote on the ratl-
fication of the constilntion was to ba held on the 15th of
Decemnber, 1855, and the election far all State officers on

the third Tuesday of January, 1855.

The 3d section of
the schedule g as follows:

““The Genrral Assembly shall meet on {he 4th dav of
Marchy A. D. 1856, at the city of Top~ka., at 12 M., at
which time nnd place the Goavernor. Lisntenant Govern-
or. Secretary of Stace. Judges of Supreme Courty Trea-
gurer. Anditors State Printer, Reperter. and Clerk of Sn-

_ preme Conrt, and Atlorney General, shall appear, take
the oath of office, and enter npon the discharce of the
duties of their respective offices, nnder this constitution,
and shall continue in office In the sam? manner and dir-

tion met at Topeka on the
fonirth Tuesdav of October, and organized by electing Col,
J. H. Lane President, whe in returning his acknow-
Isdgements for the honor, repudiated the walldity of the

n anotheryart of this same

ing the same period they wonld have done had they been
elected on the first Menday of Augusty A, D. 1856.”

The elections for all these cMcers were held at the
times specified, and on the 41h day of the present month
the new government was to’have been put in operation in
confiict with the Territorial government established by
Congress, and for the avowed purpose of subverting and
overthrowing the same, withoul reference to the act'on
of Congress upon their application for admission into the
Unlon, ’

Your committee are not aware of any case in the his-
tory of our country which can be fairly cited as an exam-
ple, mucl less a Justification, for these extraordinary pro-
ceedings. Ceses have occurred In which the inhabitants
of partlcular Territories have been permitted to form con-

tion ef State governments, preparatory 10 thelr admission
into the Unjon, without obtaining the previous assent of
Congress; but In every Instance the proceeding has origi-
nated with and been conducted in subordination to the

nized by the government of the United States,

cases in point.
pursuance of the ordinance of the 13th of July, 1787, as

ordinance it was
States shall have gixty thousand free inhabitants therein,

original States, In all respects whitever, and shall be at

liberty to furm a permanent constitution and State gov-
erment.

inhabitdnts, at a thme when the ratio of representation in
Congress awarded one representative to each forty seven

admission into the Union, as they supposed {hey had a
right te do under the treaty acquiring the Territery from

mizht be consistent with the federal constitution.
Upon this point yonr committee adopt the legal opinion

ler) as expressed In the following letter:

“But T am not prepared to say that a'l proceedings on
this subject on the part of the <ltlzens of Arkansas will
be Hlegal. They undoubtedly possess the on'inary privil-
eges and Immunities of citlzens of the United States.—

scmble, and to petition the government for the redress of
grievances.”? Inthe excrelse of this right, the inhablt

abrogate the Territorial government, and to admit them
into the Union as an independent State,

right of petitioning, and conduct all their proceedings in
a praceable manoer.  And as the power of Congress over

aceept any constitution, however framed, which lrrthelr

Indgment, meets the sense of the people to be affected
by it.

and agreed on by thelr primary assemblies, or by a con-

measures which may be taken to collect the sense of the

menty, and In entire subservance to the power of Con-
ure,

It is, however, obvious that all measures commenced
and prosecuted with a design to subyert the Territorial

be unlawfal.

continue In force until abrogated by Congress; and, in the
meantime it will be the duty of the govermment and all
the Territorial aMeers, as well ag the Presided?, to take
care that they are falthfally executed,

Constitational Convention of Florida addressed a memo-
rlal to Congress, in which they state that in 1837 the Ter-
ritorial Council passed a law srbm!tting to the people the
nuestion of “State? orsTerritory.”® to be decided at the
election of de
that year; that a declded majority of the suffrages given
at that election was In favor of a ¢ Stale;’® that the Leg-
islative Council of 1838, in obadience to the expressed
wishes of the penple, enacted a law anthorizing the hold-
ing of aconvention to form and adopt A State constitu-
tion: that the convention assambled on the 3rd of Decem-

narv, 18395 and that on hehalf of the peopla of Florida,
they transmit the ¢constitntion 6r form of government,*?
and ask for admis=sion into the Union.

1t Is also stated in the memorial that in 1538 a consus
of the Territory was taken, in obedience to a'law passed
by the Territorial Connclly, and that th's eensus, although
taken during the ravages of Indian diost'lities, when a

homes, showed an aggregate pepulation of forty-elzht
thonsand two hundred and twenty-thres persons, which
the memorialists insisted rurnished satisfactory assurance
of a sufficient population 1o #ntitle them to admisgion ae-
cording to Lthe treaty acquiring the conniry from Spaing
and the then ratio of representation. Congress failing to
yield {ts assent to the addmis=sion of Florlda for more than
slx years after this coustitntion was formed and applica-
tion made, the people of Florida during all that period
remained loyal to the Territorial goverment and obedient
to its laws, and d!d not assume the right to supercede the
existing government by putting in operation a State gov-
n;n?ﬁnt until the s=sent of Congress was obtalned In
12406, (2

The circumstances connected with the formation of the
constitution and State government of California are pe=-
cullare Durlng the Mexican war the conntry was con-

went administered by the military auntborities under the
war power. According te an eofficial communication of
General Persifer Smith, acting Governor of Califernia, to

of March 27, 1849, withholding hig specognition and con=
eurrence?? in thelr proposition **te oreanize a [, gislative
Assembiv, and to appoint Judges and other ministerial

ples of justice and equity, and to glve protection to life,

the United States (Mr. Polk) and those of hix Cabinet,”
officially promulgated the following opinicns, as the deel-
sion of the executive on the poluts stated:

1sty That at the conclusion of the treaty with Mexico,
on the 30th of May, 1848, the military government existing
in California was a government de facto.

nds Thas it of necessity continue umtil Congress pro-
vide anothery because, If it cease, anarchy must ensne——
thus inferring that no power but Congress can establish
anv government. ;

1t also appears from the proelamation of Gen. Riley, Act-
ing Governor, *“to the people of Californias? dated June
13, 15849, that goverument de fucto was constituted as fol-
OWE =

¢ A brief summary of the organization of the present
rovernmaent may not be uninteresting. ¥t cousists, first,
of a (Gavernor. aprweinted by the snpreme government—in
defanlt of such appointment, the office is temporarlly ves-
ted in the commmanding milirary officer of the department.
The powers and duties of the Governor are of a limited
¢haracter, but fully defined and pointed ont by the laws,
Second a secretarys whose dnties and powers are also
properly deidned, Third, a Territorlal e¢r departmental
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gtitutions and take the Initiatory steps for the organiza-

authority of the local governments, established arrecog-
Michigan,
Arkansag, Florida and California are sometimes clted as
Michigan was erected into a Territory in
recognized and carried into effect by acts of Congress sub-
sequent to the adoption of the federal constitution, In that
provided that the territory northwest of
the Ohio river should be divided into not less than three
nor more than five States, and whenever anv of gaild

guch State shall be admitted by its delegates into the Con-
gress of the United States on an equal footing with the

In purenance of th!s provislon of thelir organic law the
Tegislature of the Territory of Michigan passed an act
providing for a conventlon of the people to form a consti-
tutlon and State government, which was accordingly
downe in obedience to the laws and constituted anthoritles
of the Territory. The legislature of the Territory of Ar-
kangas, having ascertained by a censug that the Territo-
rv contained about fifty-one thonsand and elght hund-ed.

thousand and seven hundred Inhabitants, passed an act
authorizing the people to form a censtitntion and ask for

France, which gnaranteed tReir admission as soon. as

of the Attorney General of tha United States (B. F. But-

Among these |8 the right of the people #peaceably to as-
ants of Arkansas may peaceably meet together In prima-
rv assembliess for the purpose of petitioning Congress to

The particular
torm which they may give to their petitlon eannot be ma-
terialy, sn long as they confine themselves to the mere

the whole subjeet 18 plenary and unlimited, they may

Ity thereforey,the cltizens of Arkansag think proper to ac-
company thelr petition by a wr tten constitution, framed

veution of delegates chosen by such assemblies, T per=
celve no legal objection to their power Lo do soy nor to any

peopie In respect to it; provided always that such meas-
ures be commenced and proseented in a peacsahbly manner,
in strict subordination to the existing Trrritorial govern-

gress ' to adopt, roject, or disregard them at their pleas-

government, and to establish and pnt in foree in {ts place
a new government without the consent of Congress, will

The laws establishing the Territorial government mmnst
On the 11th day of January. 1839, a commlittee of the

l8gate to Congress in the month of May of

ber. 1838, and continned in se=gion until the 11th of Jan-

Inrge portlon of the inhabitants could not be found at their

quered and necupled by our troops, and the civil govern-
a eommittes of the cltizens of San Franciseo, under date

officcrs, and to enact snitable laws, to esiablish prinei-

lihverty and propertys?? it appears that sithe Prezident of

Legislature, with limited powers to pass laws of a local
character. Fourthy a Superior Court (tribunal superior)
of the Territory, eonsisting of four Judges and a fiscal.—
Fifth, a prefect and sub-prefect for each district, who are
charged with the atlon of the public order and the
execution of the laws: their duties correspond, in a great
measure, with those of district marshals and sheriffs.—
Sixth, a Judge of first instance for each district. This
office 18, by a custom not Inconsistent with the laws, ves-
ted In the first alcalde of the district. Sewventh, aleuldes,
who have concurrent jurisdiction among themselves in the
same districty, but are subordinate to the higher judiclal
trihunals. Eighth, local Justices of the Peace. Ninth,
avuntamientos, or town councils. The powers and func-
tions of all these officers are fully defined In the Jaws of
the country, and are almeost ldentical with those of the
corresponding officers in the Atlantic and Western
States.”?

On the 3rd of April, 1849, President Taylor appointed
Thomes Butler King agent for the purpose of conveying
important instructions to onr military naval commanders
who were iptrofted with the administration of the civil
government de facta in Californla, and to make known to
the people hig opinions and wishes in respect 1o the form-
atien of a constitution and State government, preparato-
rv to their admission Into the Unlon. What these opin-
jons and-wizhes were are distinctly stated by the President
in the following extract from his special message to Con-
gress on the 234 of Jaounary, 1850:

“] did pot hesitate to express to the people of those
Territories my desire that each Territory sghould, if pre-
pared to ply with the requisitions of the censtitution
of the United Stares, form a plan of a State conftitution
and submit the same to Congress, with a prayer for ad-
mission into the Union asa State; but I did not antiel-
pate, suggest, or authorize the establishment of any such
government wilhout the assent of Congress; por did I
anthorize any goverment agent or officer to interfere with
or exerclse any influence or control over the election of
dele@ates, or over any conventiony In making or modify-
ing their domestic institutions or any of the provisions of
thelr proposed constitution. On the contrary, the In-

domestic policy adopted by the prople of California must
originate solely with themselves; that while the Executive
of the United States was degirons to protect them in the
formation of any government republican in its character,
to be at the proper time submitted to Congress, yet it was
to be distinetly understood that the plan of such a govern-
ment must at the same time be the resglt of their own
deliberate chofcey and originate with themselves, without
the interference of the Executive,”

On the 30th of June, 1850, General Riley In his capacity
as Civil Governor of California, reports to the gevernment
at Washington, that—

&On the 34 inst,, I issued my proclamation to the people
of Qalifornia, defining what was understood to be the le-
gal position of afTairs here, and polnting out the course
it was deemed advigable to pursue in order to procure
a new political organization better adapted to the charac-
ter and present condition of the ccuntry. The coyrse in-
dicated in my proclamation will be adopted by the people,
almost unanimonzly, and there 15 nosw 1ittle or no doubt
that the convention wiil meet en the first of September
nexty apd form a State copstitution, to be submitied to
Cungress in the early part of the coming season.

A few prefer a Territorial organization, but T think a
majority will bein favor of a State government, so as to
avold all further difficnlties respecting the question of
slavery. This question will probably be submitted to-
gether with the constitution, to a direct vote of the peo-
ples In order that the wishes of the people of California
may be clearly and fully expressed. Of course, the con-
stitution or plan of a Territorial government formed by
this convention, can have no legal force till approved by
Congress.?? - L - . »

On the 12th day of October, Gen. Riley, Acting Gov-
ernor, jssned the following proclamation to the people of
Calitorniaz ;

“The delegates of the peoples assembled in Convention,
have formed a constitution, which i8 now presented for
vour ratification. The thme and manner of voting on this
constitution, and of holding the first general election, are
clearly set forth in the schedule. The whole subject |
therefore left for your unblassed and deliberate cousldera-
tion.

The Prefect, (or person exerciging the functions of that
office) of each district will designate the places for opening
the pollg, and give due notice of the election, in accord-
ance with the provisions of the constitution and gched-
nle.

The peorle are now called npon to form a government
for themeelves and to designate gnch officers as they desire
to make and execute the laws, That their cholce vhay be

secure the permanent welfare and happiness of the peo-
ple of the new State, is the gincere and earnest wish of
the present execulive, who if the constiintion be ratitied,
will with pleasure surrender his powers to whomsvever the
people may designate as his successor, -

Given at Monterey, Calitornia. this twelfth fiay of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord eighteen hindred and forty
uine, B. RILEY,

Brevet Brig. Gen®l. U. &, Army and Gov. of Calitornia.

OMeial.—H. W, HALLECK, Brevetl Captain and Seécre-
tarv of State. :

These tacts and offielal papers prove ennclusively that
the proposidon to the people of Californla to hiold a con-
ventlon and organize a State government, originated with,
and that all the proceedings were had in subordination to
the authority and suprempey of the existing local govern-
ment of the Territory under the advice and with the ap-
proval of the executive government of the United States,
Hence the action of the people of California in forming
their constitution and State government, and of Congress
in admitting the State into the Union, cannot be cited
L with the least show of Justice nr fairness in justification
or palliation of the revolutionary movements to snbvert
the government which Congress has established in
Kan:as,

Nor can the insnrgents derive ald or comfort from the
position assumed by elther pasty to the unfortunate con-
troversy which arnse in the State of Rhode Island a few
years ago, when an effort was made to change the organic
law and set up a State government in opposition to the
one then in existencey, nnder the charter granted by
Charles the Second of England. Those who were en-
gaged In that unsuccessful struggle assumed, as funda-
mental traths In our sysem of government; that Rhode
Island was a sovereign State in all that pertained to her
Internal affairs—that the right to change their organic
law was an essential attribute of soverelgnty; that Inas-
much as the charter, nnder which the existing govern-
ment was organized, contained no provision for changing
or amending the same, and the people had not dejegated
that right to the Legislature, or any other tribunal, it
followed as a matter of conrse, that they had retained ity
and were at liberty to exercige it in such a manner as to
them should seem wise, just and proper.

Without deeming It necessary to express any opinion
on this occasion, In reference to the merits of that con-
troversy, it 12 evident that the prineiples upon which it
war conducted are not involved in the revolutiona'y
straggle now going on In Kanssg, for the reason that the
soverelgnty of a Terrifory remains in abeyance, suspended
in the United States In trust for the peaple, until they
ghall be admitted into the Union as a State.

in the meantime, they are entitled to enjoy and exer-
cise all the privileges and rights of self government, in
snbordination to the constitntion of the United States, and
in obedience to thelr organic law, passed by Congress in
pursnance of that instrument.

stitution, through the act of Congress, and must be exer-
cised and enjoved in subjection to all the limitations and
restrictions which that constitution jmposes, Hence it is
clear that the people of the Territory have no inherent
soverefen right vnder the constitution of the United
States to annul the laws and resist the authority of the
Territorial government which Congress has established in
obedience to the ennstitution.

In tracing step by step the origin and history of these
Kansas difficulties, your committee have been profonndly
impressed with the significant fact that each one has
resulted from-an attempt to vielate or cirenmvent the
principles and provicions of the act of Congress for the
organization of Kansag snd Nebraska.

The leading idea and fundamental principle of the

structions given by my orders were, that all measures of

wisely made, and that the government so organized may

These rights and privileges are all derived from the eon-y

-

Kansas and Nebraska act, as expressed in the law itself,
was: to leave the actual settlers and bona fide inhabitants
of each Territory “perfectly free to form and regniate
their domestic institutions in thelr own way, subject enly
to the constitution of the United States.”” While this is
declared to be “the true Intent and mearing of this act,”?
those who were opposed to allowing the people of the
Territory, preparatory to their admission into the Union
as a State, to decide the slavery question for themselves,
failing to aceompligh thelr purpose in the halls of Con-
gress, and under thie anthority of the constitniion, imme-
diately resorted in their respective States to unusual and
extraorilinary means to control the political destinjes and
shape the domestic ingtitutions nf Kansas, in deflance of
the wishes and regardless of the rights of the people of
that Territory as guaranteed by their organte law.

Combinstions In one section of the Union to stimulate
an unnatural and false svstem of emigration -with the
view of contrelling the electibns and foreing thefdomestic
lusiitutions of<4he T rritory to assimilate to those of thoe
non-slave-helding States, were followed, as might have
been foreseen by the use of similar means, fn the slave-
holding States, to prodoce directly the opposite result.,
To these cansesyand to these alone. in the oninien of vonr
commitige, may be traced the origin and progress of all
the controversies and disturbances with which Kansas Is
now convu'sed.

It these unfortunate tronbles have resnlted as natural
consequences, from vnantherized and improper &chemes
of foreign interference with the Internal affalrs and do-
mestic coneerns of the Territory, it I8 apparent that the
remedy must be goueht In a strict adherence to the prin-
ciples and rigid enforcement of the provisions of the
organic law.

In this connection your committee feel gincere satisfac-
tion in commending the special message and proclama-
tion of the President of the United States, in which we
have the gratifying assurance that the supremacy of the
Iaws will be maintalned—that rebellfon will be ecrushed—
that insurrection will be suppressed—that aggressive
intrnslon, for thé purpose of declling elections er any
other purpoges will be repelled—that mmanthorized infer-
meddling in the local coneerns of the Territory, both from
adieining and distant Stategy will be prevented—that the
federal and local laws will be windicated against all at-
tempte of organie resistance—and that the people of the
Territory will be protecied in the establishment of their
own Institutions, undisturbed by e wchment  from
without, and in the full enjoyment of the rights of self
government assured o them by the constitution and the
organic law.

In view of these assurances, given under the eonviction
that the existing laws confer all the authority necessary
to the performance « ese jmportant dnties. and that
the whole available of the United States will be
exertied to the extent required for thelr performance, your
gommitice repose in entire confldence that peace and
security and law will prevall In Kanas,

If any further evidence were neceasary to prove that all
the collisions and difficuities in KdAnsas have been pro-
duced by the schemes of foreign interference which have
been developed in this report, in violation of the prinel-
ples apd evasion of the provisions of the Kansas-Nebraska
acts It may be found in the fact that in Nebraska, to
which the Emigrant Ald Socleties did not extend thelr
oparations, and into which the stream of emigrition was
permitted to flow in its usual and natural channels, no-
thing has occurred to disturb the peace and harmony of
the Territory, while the principle of self government, In
obedience to the constitution, has had fair play and is
quietly working ont its leg'timate results,

It now only remains for vour committe® to rerpond to
the two specific recommendations of the Presldent in his
gpecial mesgage. They are as followsi—

€<This, it seems to me, can best be accomplished by pro-
viding that, when the inhabitants of Kansas may desim
ity and shall be of sufficlent numbers 1o constitute a State,
a convention of delegates. duly elected by the gnalified
voters shall assemble to frame a constitntion, and thus to
prepare throngh regular and lawful means, for its admis-
glon Into the Unlon as a State, T respectfully recommend
the enaciment of alaw to that effect. 3

I recemmend, also. that a special appopriation be
made tosdefray any expense which may become requlsite
in the exeention of thelaws, or the maintenance of pub-
lic order in the Territory of Kangas.” -

In campliance with the first rrcommendation, Your com-
mittee ask \eave to reyort a bill authorizing the Legis]a
ture of the Territory to provide by law for the election of
delegates by the pegple, and the assembling of a conven-
tion to form a constitution and State government prepar-
atory totheir admisston Into the Union on an egual foot-
ing with the original States, so soon as it shall appear by
A census to he taken under the direction of the Governor,
by the authorlty of the Legislatare, that the Territory con-
tains nlnety-three thonsand four hundred and twenty in-
habitants—that being the number regulred by the present
ratlo of reprerentation for a member of Cangress,

In compliance with the other recommendation, ydur
committee propose te offer to the Appropriation bill an
amendment appropriating such sum as shall be found ne-
cessary by the estimates to he obtained for the purpose in-
dicated in the recommendation of the President.

A lof which s respectfully submitted to the Scnate by
your committes, .

Mr. Collamer, of Vt.s read a minority report, which
digensses the glavery question in the Northern view, de-
claring that the system glves political snpremacy to a
practical minority of the people of the United States.—
The friends of prace and quiet had hoped the aomprom/ise
measure had settled the agitation of the question: but the
pas=age of the Kansas-Nebraska bill reopened i1, in con-
sequence of the repeal of the Missourl restriction, from
which all the present trouble has emanated. The repeal
of that restriction gave a prospet of the nnlimited exten-
ston of the Instituilon of slavery, and the North very nat-
nrally tried to devise means to avold that result, Tt is the
right and dety of all. who opposed slavery to nse all lecal
means to prevent its extension Into free territery. The
revort states that the people of the Territory were over-
awed ard prevented from casting their votes by armeéd
invaders trom Missourl. Thus the Legislature was con-
stituted in a frawdulent manner, and Governor Reeder
gave members certificates without a fuil knowledge of
there factg. :

This Legislature ‘passed aets by which slayery was re-
cognized and protected as an existing institution, The free
State people were thus either driven out errednced .o
snbmission. Finding the government had become the en-
gine of tvranny and oppression, the people asFemblrd
peacably at Topekas to take measnres preliminary to the
admisgion of Kansas into the Union as a State. The pro-
per course now would be, either to 1epeal the act of 1854,
and organize anew as a free Territory; ery, If Congress
will not do that. let them declare all the acts of this gpu-
rious Legislature utterly ins perative and void, and pro-
vide a new government for that Territory.

The reading of the report occupled more than three
hours.

Mr. Sumner, of Mass., had no desire to precipitate dis-
cussion on this important question hefore the reports are
printed. Both ably treated the subject, but one was cal-
culated to smother the true jssme while the other placed
' the issue in living light before the country. Let them lo
published together., Error can go abroad sately, while
reasen is left free to combat it. The Emigrant Ald So-
ciety of Massachusetts had done nothing which would in
the least degree violate either the letter or the gpirit of the
constitution or the laws of the land. He denied the
charge contained in the majority report, and deciared them
untenable.

Mr. Douglag gaid that there were facts in it which could
net be successfully denied. Violence, fraud and treason
shall be punished, The report of the minority Justifies
foreign interference in Kansas, while that of the ma-
jority condemmns such imterposition. The laws must be
executed. *

Mr. Seward, of N. Y., was prepared tostand up and de-
fend the minority report.its statement of facts and the con-
clasions at which it arrives. He tendered his thanks and
the thanks of the friends of freedom throughout the free
States and the world for the ability, dignity, moderation
avt wisdom with which Mr, Collamer has presented thelr
views. Tt was quite unnecessary for Mr. Douglas to tell
them that the lJaws shall be enforoed by this administra-
tion. Mr. Seward gave notice that the administration
have but 850 days left In which they will have the

i
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