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| COMMUNICATED. |
TIIE MARRIAGE QUESTION,

The plan of salvatlon is so0 broad and
comprehensive that all human interests
are identified with and controlled by
its pervading spirit. No revelation
worthy of Divinity could simply pro-
vide for the religious sentiment and ac-
tion and incontinently overlook, neg-
lect or ignore the varied attributes of
man, and the great essentials of his
well being upon the tarth. :

It you grant that religious concep-~
tions and rellgious truth constitute the
base of the superstructure, the
different floors, stories or  depart-
ments of that bullding
1y important, 88 Drogress in dut'y
and responsibility Increases; it
would be a libel on Divine wisdom to
assume or asdert that revelation was in-
dispensible in cne section, and valueiess
in the °other; hence, after
revealment of the first principles of the
33?1'3 have been incompatible with
his claime and pretensions, with his
missjon and destiny, had he failed in
endeavoring to throw light upon those
human relationships, those customs,
ordinances and covenants wupon which
soclety ultimatel depends and rests!
Statesmen, philosophers, students in
socjal economics, all agree that much
of good or ill depends upon the ideas .
entertafned in regard to the marriage

covenant, its resp

ho believe in promiscuous intercourse.
7; $rresular passional gratificatlon; :

are equal- |

the !
{ by the Prophet Joseph SmitH, it

] onsibility, its stabili:y; legislation against
and ite perpetuity; few indeed are they religious

éommentary upon the asserted seallng'

or “binding and loosing’ of its priest-
hood, when the erroneous conclusion
was drawn from the uncomprehended
statenient of the Savior, that In the life
to come ‘‘they nefther marry nor are
given In marriage.” N

1t was easily manifest to the Prophet
that as ‘*‘sex is eternal,” pro-creation
must follow under better and hlgheli
conditlons, the same as in the lower,
though divested, nmo doult, of all the
evils which belong to the corruptive
conditions and excesses culminating
among men through disobedience from
age to age. '

This continuance of the marriage and
family relation =also Involved by the
actions of “the seallng power’ of the
Priesthood reaching behind the vail,the
positive existence of plural marriage,
that is where two or more have been
consecutively allled to one man, and
where living issue or otherwise has fol-
lowed this relation sanctioned by this
authority, and it needs but little reflec-
tion to coneclude that a relation so ap-
probated and necessarily existent on
the other slde cannot under proper
regulation be =0 highly criminal and
sinful in this probation.

It this sealing power is denled, if
marriage is not a sacrament, if it Iz not
a Divine [nstitution to be regulated by
Divine authority, If it is always and
everywhere limlted by death. then
the logic falls: men are jfustified in
a hitherto conceded
tenet, and human wisdom
may be¢ superseded by suppressing an
order as aged ag the eternities, and

hence laws have been made to control|po.eternal with the God.

late the association of the
::xdesreag#d penalties are prescribed for!
shirkers and violators of legal regula- |
‘uoTnlie re!iglonls‘. of course, looks upon '’
the relation as of Divine crigin. _To
him “marriage §8 ordained of God, dat-|
ing back even to lhe beginning of time; |
organizatlons, religlous and eivil,
seconded this idea for ages by working
together, ever asserting and maintain-
ing the sacred character of so tmport-
ant, so essential a relatlon; one, which
once formed, was not to be easlly set
aside by either church or atate.
Modern infidelity and the modern
craze for liberty have made inroads
upon these congervative conclusions of
the past; its religious or divine charac-
ter has been disputed. the sanction of
priest or ml_nister has been looked upon
as auperfluous,
relationship can :
what is styled “a civil contract,
to be created oOr dissolved at npleasure
by the contractors,
whim of the m d
The divorce courts of our nation testlfy
to the sllght hold =0 serious a compact
has upon a large section of the popula-
tlon; while not a few 1
of law an Infringement on personal lib-
erty, and so private arrangement is
looked upon as the only pre-requlisite
for that convenience which accep
no reapm{)sibilit)lr&_ e
(1] am avolding mcrease,
?l:e g:xpensg of health and life—of body
and soul! e
S0 anomalous & condition could never
escape the eye of Deity: or be excluded
from any revelatlon which aimed at
the deliverance of mankind from"error,
lgnorance and death; consequently rea-
gson and phllosophy could do no less
than expect in a so-called “new dispen-
sation,’”” that correction, instruction,
» nay—commandment, should be among
the first communications on this sub-
ject, go fully divorced from the original
thought, Iintent and blessing of the
great Supreme.
. The later revelation in regard to "the
eternity of marrige,” was a gigantic
atep-in advance of rellgious thought as
found even in the “Mother Church.”
which pretends to apostolie succession,
and Its silence on this, forms a curious

have !

as caprice or the called the Josephites, or the "Reorgan-
oment mlght determine, '1zed Church;” thelr

It s well known that a tremendous
pressure was brought years ago to bear
upon hundreds of the members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, for accepting these ldeas of|
marriage; that it to say, {ta sacred
character, Its existence by wvirtue of
Divine appolntment, its regulation by |
revelation, and its continuance in the
eternities; because “mRex is eternal”
and because of the authorized sealing
of the Holy Priesthood, it I8 a neces- |
sity In  unnumbered cases that Its
plural character must be eternal also,
and that that order cannot possibly
(or should not) be consldered a flagrant
e¢rime on earth, which 13 sanctioned and
approbated by being ‘‘eternal fn the
heavens.™

Among those who then and now, bit-

and entry upon that terly sanctioned the persecutions. imy
be secured today by prisonments and fines inflicted upon at
" onew least a well meaning (if erring) people!

was that faction of religious renegades
leader, his right.I
hand man and followers, denounced. |
ridiculed, and nearly hated thnse who
clatmed that the Prophet had by di-

deem the demands | vine revelation given the Key to the |

marriage relation, In this broad and|/
amplified sense; they applauded legis-
'alinn for Its suppression, they pro-

ta of claimed to the nation and to the world. |
and ecarrles out its that Joseph never recelved this revel-
even at Aation, that it was a fabrication: they

went further, when the proof was
brought home to them, by
that thelir progenitor was 'a fallen!
prophet,” if he dld so teach and act. !
Now there {8 no quarrel here with|
Lamoni, no desire to restrict persoanal
right or privilege under the law, none
with this nation, none with public sen-|
timent: there I8 no advocacy of a re-|
turn to "the aneclent practice,” any
more than there are regrets for past
experiences; the overruling Providence |
of God will surely reward the sut‘ferers.'
He will honor those who gave their!
Hves to vindicate an eternal principle;
If the suppregsion was violent. If it
called for sacrifice, the responsibility ias
not on the believers or upholders of
that system, it must rest wherever di- |
vine jfustice will place it;-if.there wera
unworthy men or women in that order,

assuming

there are thousands of the unworthy
fn monogamous marriage In this preud
nation, and it will pay her statesmen
to buttress by and in connection with
legiglation, that not yet quite extin-
gulshed faith in gacred marriage ay or-
dained of God, for the perpetuation of
the human race; if this I1s done, the
sad tragedy of “S8odom and Gomorrah'
will not need to be duplicated In this
the most favored nation found beneath
the sun!

HIRINY WHAANGA, THE MAORI CHIEF

m—

The following, from the San Fran-
clsco Examiner of July 15, 1884, will be

( additionally interesting at this timme In

view of the fact that the First Presl-
dency  have called Elder Hlrini

| Whaanga on n mission to New Zealand.

He expects to leave with Elder Ezra
T. Stevenson and other Elders about
March 2nd, and a committee of earnest
workers in the Eleventh wurd are al-
ready prepering for a farewell recep-
tion.

During Brother Whaanga’s residence
in Salt Lake City, he and members of
his family have been faithful workcrs
in the Temple and his pleasant coun-
tenance and stately mein will be misscd
by the regular workers there.,

The Examiner stated, on the date
named, when the wenerable Maorl

I ehief. arrived In S8an Francisco cn route

to his Utah home:

Among the arrivals on the Mon-
owal a day or so ago from the remote
east coast of New Zealzand was a
strange looking old man, wearing a
heavy beard, which was almost as
white as snow. The white beard con-
trasting with a darkly bronzed face
and deep iron gray hair, comblned with
the garments he Wore.;pmde him the
observed of all observela. .

The vencrable man was Hirini
Whaanga, a famous Maorl chief, In
whose veing was the blood of twenty
generations of kings. Whaanga has
for many years been among the most
powerful of the Maori rulers. His tribe,
some forty years ago, when he flrst
took upon himself the authority of
chief, populated the New Zealand coast
in vast numbers. The remnant of his
followers yet numbers over 400. and be-
sides this, they own the land for 100
mlles along the coast and stretching
back into the interior indeflnitely.

Yet the old chief has cast aside hims
crown and deserted his subjects, who,
as warrtlors, whalers, farmers and
stock-growers, had so often obeyed hia
behests, and §is now golng to Utah to
settle. He has became a Mormon, and
henceforth will have nothing more
to do with war. His ambition for con-
quest among neighboring tribes, which
was once his pride, is now his con-
temnpt. Hie greenstone war club and his
spear have heen cAst aside along with
the crown. He will have none of them.
He i3, as he says, a man of peace.

A lot of people came with the chlef,
including his wife, one other native wo-
man, five or s|x bronzed children of dif-
ferent ages, and some Mormon Elders
who have won the old man®over to their
helief. A rumor got abroad that the
old chief had two wives with him. and
was going to Utah with them in bliss-
ful {gnorance of the Edmunds law. It
offended the old chief greatly. He said
the second woman was his brother’s'
wife, and that he had no jdea of com-
ing to a mew land and violating its
laws: that. he sald, was farthest from
his thoughts. >

Through the Rev. W. Gibson, one of
the Elders who has been for five vears
laboring among the Maoris, and who
acted as Interpreter, Chlef Whaanaga
told & story of great interest concern-
ing himself and his trlbe, and his ex-
pectations for the future. In the story
many remarkahle things relative to.the
customs of his tribe were brought out.



