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. have the pleasure of perusing it. It
read as follows:

"“(3irls, beware of the false friend
who would lure you from the path of
rectitude by the promise of costly pres-
ents or fleeting pleasures. There are
hundreds of gitls, year by year, whose
characters and prospects in life are ir-
retrievably ruined by worthless and de-
signing men; and the chief instruments
they use to accomplish their fiendish
purpose are fulsome flattery and costly
or showy gifts. I pray God that none
ot you may ever be influenced by such
artifices as these. Take my word for it.
‘purity of conduct, gentleness of dis-
position, and simplicity of character’
are the jewels which best adorn the
female form, If tempted to discbey
the dictates of conscience, do not stop
to calculate the loss or gain which may
result; hurl the thought from your heart
as vou would asnake from your bosom.
May God give you courage and strength
ever to so act. Do you ask me how
this can be done? Christ Himself gave
answer to your guestion when He said,
“Watch and pray, that ye enter not into
temptation.’

“Never was the path of the young
more thickly studdetr with temptations
than at the present day. Never were
the snares and the traps of the wicked
one more skillfully laid or more tempt-
ingly baited. Life is full of risks and
dangers. It is like crossing a deep
river by means of a narrow plank. You
cannot turn back-—you must go for-
ward, the slightest deviation to right or
left, and you are in the waters below.
Y ou canoot look back—you dare not
look down. Your feet must be forward,
your eyes must look upward—so will
you cross the river in safety.

“1 et this be your motto in life: ‘Look
onward,’ and above all, ‘l.ook upward’
-—to heaven above, from whence alone
you can get strength sufficient lor your
day—where Christ, who like us was
ternpted, sits to make intercession lor
us. Letusearnestly hope that God in
Hlis infinite goodness witl give you and
me wisdom and streagth to successfully
overcome the trals, the difficulties and
the temptations of this life, that when
the summons comes to us—when we are
permilted to lay down our cross—it may
be to take up our crown—to be with
the Christ who is now our hope and our
strength—to join those dear ones who
have already crossed the bridge in that
land of promise where we shall be tree
from both sorrow and care, and all is
contentment and peace.

**Ever since Mother Eve tasted that
forbidden fruit have her children been
struggling and longing for things which
are placed out of their reach. From
the cradie to the grave this strange and
mischievous, desire seems lo pervade
our nature. 'The very knowledge that
a thing is forbidden seems 1o create a
desire 10,do or become possessed of it.

‘0 girls, let me urge you with all the
earnestness [ can command, to beware
of this fatal tendency. The first step in
vice and a criminal career is often taken
merely with a desire to become ac-
quainted with what are called ‘the ways
of the world.? Those who would per-
suade you to pay your first visit to a
questionable place of amusement will
tell you that there can be no harm in
merely seeing what there goes on; they
will laugh at your modesty and ridicule
your ‘greenness’ Remain firm in your
refusal. No man becomes a villian in a

day—it is a gradual process. O, beware
of the first downward step! Curlosity
often prompts a youpg person to take
that step, and once taken it is pot easily
retraced. It is right that young people
should have pleasures, baot take care
that your pleasures are pure and lasting,.
Avoidthe pleasure today which will bring
sorrow and remorse on the morrow.
Too inany are
‘‘Like poppies spread,

You sieze the flower—its bloom is shed;

Or like the snowflake in the river,

A moment white—then gone f[orever,”

“Every man is endowed with power|
of discerning good from evil and choos-
ing between right and wrong, There is
forbidden fruit in every man’s garden—
that is God’s method ot trying the chil-
dren of men, Are we not told that ‘the
righteous God trieth the hearts of men?
If we were not tried, our virtues would
never cote forth. A handiul of what
seems dirty, worthless rubbish irom the
bed of ariver, when washed and tried
may be found to contain pure gold; and
soit is the trials and temptations to
which we are subjected which prove our
moral worth. The knowledge of this
should prompt us ever 1o sympathize
with a fallen brother or sister. Un-
fortunately such sympathy is not always
displayed. There is too great a tendency
to ‘kick a man when he is down."” Oh,
let us try to cuitivate more of that Chris-
tian charity which will prompt us to hold
out a helping hand to those whose
strength has not proved equal to their
day—it may be that the only reason why
we too have not strayed is because we
have not been tried. Qur turn may yet
come. ‘Let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall.”

“Do not set your heartson the gold and
glories of this world, or, like the child
who wandered o’er hill and moor in
search of the bag of gold at the end of
the rainbow, you yourself may be lost
in pursuit of that which is a mere fancy
or shadow. Ratherlet us try to find out
in what particular way we can serve our
God while serving ourselves, Let us
learn His will and strive to do it—meet
our trials and difficulties with a stout
heart and a smiling face—strong in the
certain knowledge that our reward is
sure, ever remembering that

#*The path of sortow, and that path alone
Leads to the land where sorrow in unknown,
No traveler e'er reached that blessed abode
‘Who met oot trials and sorrow on the read.”

Trusting that the above may be suita-
ble to your regders, I remain yours re-
spectfully, R. AvVEson,

SIDNEY RIGDON.

BALT LARE CITY,
May 27, 1896.

Relerring: to the gaery in Tuesday
evening’s Nxws, regardlng Sidney
Rigdon, permit me to say that while
isvoring in tue Eastern cslates during
the past yearl us a misslonary, in_con-
nection with Elder Samuel W. Rico-
aras, I had the pleasurs of meeliog a
graoveon of Sidney Rigdon, s gentie-
mau high ip jousieial circies in the
state of New York. [n conversalion
with bim, we found that he
lived & number of yeasrs with his
grandfather; that after leaviog Nau voo
Sidney Rigdon llved for a short iime
12 Cuba, Penn., looating on a farm It
wmy memory serves me right, Not be-

Lelther for or against,

'tban filve or slx miles away,

town of Friendship, N. Y, where he
remaloed up to the time of his death,
which occarred in 1578, 8o far as he
koew, Grandfather Rigdon,as he called
him, tock po active interest in many re-
iigious body; ceriaioly he never heard
bjm epeak of the MNormon religion,
He was coneld-
ered a vislgoary man, and thougbt in
bis younger days that he nust bave
been n powerful ppeaker. At timee he
would write short speeches for some of
the politicians, He contented himseell
arouod the little tocwn he called home,
as nevel but pnce after locating lu
Friendship was he known to go [arther
and
thal was Lo Phiiade!phia concerning
spme book which was expecled Lo
come ont, Heturniog at tbhe end
of & week he made no reference to his
trip. During the lssi siX or sevep
yenrs of hls life he wrote s great deai,
uaily using from se%ven to nine pages of
foolecap paper; bul msto the subject
matier no one koew anylbing, as at
pbis death asll the manuscripis were
vurned, the familiy Dol considering
them of any real worth; today they
regret tbeir baste In thus desiroying
them. His sons ideolify themselves
wily no partloular body of woranipers,
but wusually jinvestigate aAny new
iJpotriue or syslem that comea before
thema. The grandson remsrked (o us
that it was fortunate) that the Jeader-
ship of the Church fell opon Lhe late
Brigham Youog sod not on Rigdon,as
ue, Rigdon, would have been unequal
to the poouslon of foundiog the Btate
ot Utah and bullding up the Church
fioancially as did Brlgham Young.

Possibly some iteme in the ephove
may be of Interest to those who were
uaspclated more lhan balf a century
agp with the then ocovpselor to 'ihe
Pcophet Joseph Bmith; and if not to
them then at lemat to younger people,
that they may koow the end of one
who devoted ao many years of his life
in establishiog the great latter-day
work, and then fell back,

ARTHUR F. BARKES,

THE EUROPEAN MISSION.

[Miltennial Star, May 14.]

Releasea aud appointments.—The
following Elitera have been honorably
released to returnvhome, May 21, 1898:

Stewart Eocles, President of the
Boottisbh conference,

Joseph Barker, President
Cheltenham conference.

8. W. Roes, President of the Lrieh
conference.

H. Bullen Jr., President of the
Sheffield conference.

Wiliiam John Lee, traveling Elder
in the Mancliester conference, and '
Edwsard Bouthwlck, travellng Elder
in the Birmingham conference.

Elder Milltord Wlilitams bas' heen
released from laboriag 1n the Liver-
pool gonference and asppointed to pre.
side over the Boottlsh conference.

Eider W. C. Burgon bas bteen re-
leased from labaring in ine Birmings
bam o)uference and appoinied tv pre-
alde over toe Cbeltenbam conference.

Eilder Churles Peterson bas been ap-
pointed to preside over the Irieh gon=
[erence. .

Efaer A. B. Call har bheen released
from laboring io tbe Norwich confer-
enpe -nd appoloted to preside over the

of the

ing succeseful Lthers, he moved to ihe

Sheflield conlerence.



