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I1 AMtia pleased to have an opportunity of
meetingmee tinstini with you in your conference
and of talking with you on some prin-
ciples associated with the gospel of
the son of god in which wenye ailall of us
are more or less interested we are
gathered together from among the
nations of the earth we have askemassemassem-
bled ourselves thus together because
of a work which the lord has com-
menced in the interests of humanity
not only pertaining to ourselves but

ertaerLalainingirling to the world of mankindynfern obedience to the revelations of illshis
willivill and the command that ilehe has
given unto hisills servants through the
restoration of the everlasting gospel
we have many of us gone forth among
the nations of the earth to proclaim
those principles which god has re-
vealed for the salvation haihalhappinesshappiness
and exaltation of the human familyamily
we have been gathered together ac-
cording to the word of the lord which
ilehe by his ancient prophets who
have lived in the world in generations
that are past and who under the in-
fluence of the spirit of godsaveGo dhave given
a very grgraphic account of the gather-
inging 0of

1

the people toptogtogetheroethergether in the last
days and of the instructions they
should receive preparatory to0o other
events that will necessarily transpire
uponon the earth as spoken of by all the
cuplhoholyy prophets since the world was
we are living in what is called the
dispensation of the fulness of timtimescs
wherein it it said god will gather to-
gether all things in one whether they
be things in the heavens or things on
the earth and we arc gathered to
ethergether to this land of zion which has

been6een spoken of also in the scriptures
where we might learn more per-
fectly the law of god and carry
out those principles which ilehe
has made known for our informa-
tion for our instruction for our
guidance and direction as regards
the course that we should pursue and
the blessings that should attend eosethose
who hayehave obeyed hisills laws and kept
his commandments we are here
really to build up and purify the church
of the living god we arnare here to build
up and establish the kingdom of god
we are here aloaleoaio to build up a zion
unto our god wherein illshis laws can
be taught the principles of eternal
truth be communicated the relation-
ship and communication opened be-
tween the heavens and the earth and
men placed in a position whereby they
will be enabled to act intelligently in
reregardgard to all matters pertaining to this
world as well as to the world that Is
to come

we have been told and it has been
prophesied of thalthai great calamities
will overtake theike nations of the earth
oneffone of the ancient prophets isaiah in
the chapter makes use of very pe-
culiar

pe-
cullar language in relation to this mat-
ter ilehe says t

behold the lord mabeth the earth
empty and mabeth it waste and burneth itedip
upsidedoyangauxaugdoidown and scattereth abroad ththethoe in-
habitantshabitants thereof

and it shall be as with the people so
with the priest as with the servant soiso with
his master as with the maldmaid so with lierher
mistress as with the buyer so with the
seller as with the lender so with the
borrower as with the taker BOso
with the giver of usury to him

wicwiethevic land shall be utterly emptied and ut-
terly spoiled torfor the lord hath spoken this
word

the earthearthalsoalsoaiso is defiled under the in-
habitants thereof because they have trans-
gressed the laws chanchangeded the ordinance
broken thetiie everlasting covenant

therefore hath the curse devoured ththe
earth and theytiley that dwell therein are deso-
late

I1
therefore the inhabitants of the earth

are burned and ffewlewew men left

in relation to these matters we as a
fiecluieciple have been very inmuchtich interested
andthese thinthiuthingss have been spoken ofol
for a ionlonlong longtimeionglong time I1 have been
preaching gemsemthem tyeTie tween forty and alfniftyfiftyty
years and a great many others who are
now living havenavehavebave borne testimony of
these things and having gathered to-
gether as we have doneThis places us in
a very peculiar position for we not
only bring our religion with us and the
spiritual ideas conconnectednecked with it newen e
not only bring these things that are
spiritualgnit but we bring burour bodies
alongalong with us which are very temtempor-
al

eaveor
andlidiid when we gather as we havehaye

done herein this land and formforma a peo-
plehebiebebiesuch as we arearc we necessarily be-
come

he-ple
come part of the body politic of the
nation with which we are associated
that is of the united states we are
organized here in a territorial capacity
as other territories are organized and
are now living in what wsw s before the
unsettled portions of the united states
wewc are organized according to the gen-
eral provisions made and provided by
the nation in which wenye live and we
are organized under what is called an
organic act whereby the action of thetile
government otof the united states has
placed us in the position that we now
occupy we have for instance as
other
occupyterritories have a governor we
have district judges of the united
states we have a U S marshal an
attorney etc etc and the same kind
of officers that exist in other territ-
ories that are under and associated
with the government of the united
states we have granted unto us in
the instrument called the organic

act certain rights and privileges we
send a delegate to congress and arc
authorized so to do wewe have our
legislature and have the right of vot-
ingingaoforr it wewe have our county coults
aand probate courts as other territ-
ories have and are placed under
general regulations pertaining to these
matters as exist in the order that pre-
vails in the united states in thisthis re-
spectspectivewe act as others do that is we
are placed pretty much under the same
laws not quitealte pretty much under
the same 70formin of government not
quite we have certain rights and privi-
leges ceded to us not like others have
exactly but to a very great extent
similar to others in this respect we
act and operate as other citizens of
the united states do and in this re-
spect we have rights privileges and
immunities as others have so far as
they go but they dont go with us
quite to the extent that they do with
other people under the same circum-
stances nevertheless perhaps we
enjoy as many privileges and as many
rights as wawe are capable of compre-
hending and off magnifying and it may
be possible I1intl the inscrutable wisdom
of the lord that we chuldsh mid be sub-
jected to certain kinds of prohibitprohibitionioulou
and enactments that differ materially
in many respects from those of other
people but so it is and these things
arearc quite as beneficial to us as other
things if we hadbad nothing to cope
with or to contend with wenye might feel
as the methodists do sometimes when
they talk about sitting and singing
themselveshem selves away to everlasting11 bliss 1

but as we are not going to the same
place as they are it don t make much
difference they can take their road
and we will take ours we have other
ideas of a religious nature from those
entertained by other people but take
it has a whole we enjoy very many
great blessings we are living here in
a goodly land we have many privi-
leges in this land and in our endea
vors to preach the gospel and gather
together the people under the blessi ng
and guidance and direction of the al-
mighty wenye have been vervveryvery successful
thus far although in our history there
are many things which have been un-
pleasant for people to meet with such
as dobbingsmob bings and drivings killings and
imprisonment and a variety of other
things that are not pleasant to the feel-
ings of human nature yet upon the
whole the lord has controlled these
things for our good just
wittiwith the words of the psalmistraalPaalmist where
he says surely the wrath off man
shallshai praise thee thetile remainder of
wrath thou restrain it has not
been pleasant for people to be driven
say asass I1 have beenand as many of you
have been from our homes
had to endure it and there is no use
grunting about it we had to do it in
missouri we were driven from our
homes there then we went to illinois
and at first we were treated very kind-
ly but when we began11 to grow and
increase theyther did not like our religion
and they dondontt like it todayto day and wenye

dont fancy theirstheirl much either so on
the religious question there is not
much love lost we had to leave ill-
inois and come here it was not very
agreeable as I1 have said to have to
leleaveaveive our homes and our faring and
come out here to live among the red
skins for this was a desert when
we first came here it was
not fullfall of beautiful farms and
houses orchards and gardensaddensardens
cities villages and ilaiiahamletsinfashas it
was a desert where the red man
roamed unmolested where the crick
ts had full sway anywhereand where the white
man had scarcely trodtroddended there had
been a ffewew pass through before we
came here and it had beenbean discovered
perhaps a hundred years or two by
some travelers that had existed in
those days but to all intents and pur-
poses it was what was called then and
marked on the maps as the great
american desert since thentilen the
solitary place has been made giadgladiadlad and
the desert has beenbeci made to blossom as
the rose the lord liashas been very kind
and mercifulmercituitul to us and opened out
our way and provided for our wants
and although we may have some little
things to complain of all of which are
very trillingtrifling in comparison to many
things that exist among other peoples

yet are we abundantly blessed all
over the land Is there anybody here
in your conference or is there any-
body in any of the conferences of the
stakes of zion that lacks the neces-
saries of life Is there anybody that
is destitute of food or of clothing or
of habitations not that I1 know of
and if there are any such things they
ought not to exist among us

nonoww then if weweareare blessed we have
not to thank ailyany mailman or any set of
men foritforsor it if we arearc provided forwe
have not obtained it ffromapin anybody else
but from tiiethe lord god otof israel who
has watched over and protected his
people just as he said rr-c would do ilehe
saldsaid it was his business to take care of
illshis saints but thenen it is our business
to be saints athandd being gathered to-
gether as we are under ththesese circum-
stances we are organized according to
certain laws laid downindown in the order of
god and given by revelation of god
for our guidance and direction where
in we are instructed in things pertain-
ing to this ivoridworidand to the next per-
taining to things that are past things
that are present aandnelnot things that arearc toio
come pertaining to time and eternity
Bby this means man the noblest work
of goalsgod is brought into closer rela-
tionshiptionship with god than liehe has been
for generagenerationseions manydiany things
have been revealed andarid there will be
many more yet revealed that have been
hidden from before the foundation of
the world according to the wordsword of
god to us and we are trying to act

wisely prudently and intelligently to
live andandacaact and conduct ourselves in a
manner that will be honorable before
god that will be honorable before
the holyhois angels that will be honorable
before all honorable men and all men
who love righteousness and truth and
virtue and who are inspired by the
principle of integrity and by those prin-
ciples that ememanateanate from Ggodod and
that always lift up and exalt and ele-
vate those that have embraced and are
governed by them these principles
are revealed to us according to the
laws vachwhich god has introduced and
through the medium of tha holyvoly
priesthood which lieile has again re-
stored unto the earth and wenye are here
to learn ills laws that we may walk in
lilshis paths we are here that we may
bullbulibuild temples natounto ills name and talat
wedemaymay administer in those temples
this is the object of our beingbelm gathereda
together that we may be brought into
a closer union and relationship to god
our heavenly father that wenye may be
instructed in the laws of I1lifeilfe and that
we may comprehend the rirelationshipatio ship
that exists between us and himulm and
while we are looking for calamity and
trouble wars pestilence and famine
and all those thing that have been
spoken of by taethe holy prophets yet
there is to ba a voice heard before
that day crying come out of her
my people that yyee be not partakerspartakers of
her sins and that ye receive not of her
plaguesplaguesl that is speakspeakinglug of a cer-
tain something that is called babylon
well we have been doing that and vcwe

have been gathered iotogethergether that
we may comprehend thosethose prin-
ciples of which I1 have spoken
weWL have come here that we
may enter into covenants that
are eternal and which concontinuetinge be-
hind the veil andanti we expect that
while we are organizing zion here upon
the earth and seeking to establish the
kingkingdomdom of god we havebavehave those who
are ccooperatingoperatingcooo00o o aerating with us above those
who are building indnd preparing for us
in the heavens mansions to go to
jesus went to prepare mansions for
those of his followers in illshis day says
ilehe in my fathers house are many
mansions if it were not so I1 would
have told you I1 go to prepare a place
for you and ltitif11 1I go and prepare a
place for you I1 will come again and
recreceive yousouou unto myself that where I1
am there ye may be also there Is
something very peculiar about those
things about the preparing of those
mansions fforor those that go behindtehina tiiethe
veil but it is for us to learn to com-
prehendendallallali these matters we real
about beautiful cities we read of
the new jerusalem and the old jerusal-
em we talk about cities the most
magnificent that can be thought of
do nothing
no they nave to be made just as weNve
make things here only more
intelligently what is meant bbyy
a certain saying make to yourselves
friends of the mammoninammon of enriunrighte-
ousness

11ate
ous ness that when ye failfall they may
receive you into everlasting halita
eions 11 aliah indeed well you can
guess what it Is I1 will leave it with
youyon

people find a good deal of fault with
us about our having more wives than
one but ththenen that is nothing
we attribute that to their igno
bauce if they were batter informed
they would kenw better abraham
was a friend of god and he practiced
polygamygamy under the direction of thetilelolytolypolygamylordord david was a man after gods
own heart and he hadbad wives given to
him of the lord they would have
put them in the penitentiary ifit toey
had been here todayto day but then be-
cause of many things that transpire in
these days thetile lord will make the
earth empty why because they
have transtransgressed theahe laws changed
the ordinances broken the everlasting
covenant we are gathered togetogether
here in order that we may observe the
laws which have been restored unto
us and keep uhethe everlasting covenant
wlliewhilewhile they make covenants for time

make time and for
eternity there is the difference ours
Is everleverieverlastingastin theirs until death do10
them part we as wives and husbands
expect to be associated afafteraftenter death inju
the eternities that are to come we
believe in an everlasting covenant and
in an everlasting gospel alian angel
was to bring the everlasting i gospel
and everything associated with it is

1 everlasting it existed beabelbeloresorelore we came
here it exists with us in ttimelieilel-

le
e it

reaches into eternity and peopeoplep tthath at
do not have thetho gospel have no ever-
lastinglastlastingilig covenants they think wewd are
very low on the one hand because we
cannot comply with their ideasand we
think they are very ignorant because
they dunt understand ours but so it
is we arearc lierehero to do UPthe will of god
to carry out his law in all humility
and faithfulness faithfulness to god
our heavenly father faithfulness as
men to the nation in which wowe live
faithfulness to all men to make known
thetile things that god has communicated
to usas

now then in speaking of covenants
let me follow that subject a little ffur-
ther

ur
have we to do with time yes

have we to do with eternity yes
did we exist before we came hereyes and we shailshall exist aherwhen we leave
herehen the principles that we are in
possession of go back into eternity and
reach forward into eternity we are
lacre in a state of probation and god
iiinL the infinitude of his mercy ailaatiaaudand
kindness has seen proper to bring us
togetogethertherasas we are and then veave are
nothing to bragg of when ilehe has got
us here still while many have reject-
ed the truth we have received it god
has given us illshis gracearace to enable us to
comprehend the gospel and to give u
power to obey it and some of us havliar

kept faithful for quite a longiong time and
it is pretty hard work for somesoine of usastoto
be faithful it is good to be a saint
when we get the spirit of the lord
upon us we feeitoto rejoice exceedingly
allariandd sometimes when we dont have
much of that it feels rather what we
use to callcailcallwardhard sledding but there is
nothing that makes things go10 so wellveil
among the saints of god Uas living their
religion and keeping the command-
ments of god and iwhentienvien they dont do
that then thingthingsS go awkward and
crosscros and every other way but the
rlrightalif way but when they live their re-
ligion and deep the commandments

their peace flows as a river and their
righteousness as the waves of the
sea

now in regard to these matters
there is a subject I1 have referred to
at one or two of the conferences we
have visited lately and I1 will mention
it here the ancient israelites had a
very peculiar law among them and
yet it was a very proper law namely
that if a man died his brother was to
tak his wiwifefc and raise up seed to him
gnat would be a curious kind of idea
among the world where they did not
believe anything of ththat1it kind singular
kind of a doctrine but it was a thinthing
that was practiced among tilethe israel-
ites audand it is a thing we ought to be
practicing among us that is if a man
liasilas a brother ddeadcad who has leftleft a wid-
ow let the woman left in that kind
of a position be just asus wellveil off as a
woman who has a husband here is a
principle developed which then exist-
ed and I1 will speaki a little on that
subject and show certain reasons and
certain whysghys and wherefores for these
thinthinsthingss it11 a man should die and leave
a wiewikwife and she should be childless why
not her be taken care of as well as any
body else would not that be just
would not that be proper wouldwoul
not fiat be right yes but says ttetse
mmanan 1I do not know about that I1
would rather raise up seed for myself
perhaps youyon might do both you
might if the law did not prevent you
Ccarrying ontout the law of god in the
united states if these worthy an-
cients had lived herlheri they would not
have allowed them to carry out such a
law still there is a principle of that
kind exists why should it not be put
into practice we do believebellevebellebeile re you
know more or less in this criticprincipleipie
but then there are a certain class of
men who will say 1I would rather
somebody else attended to that busi-
ness I1 would rather attend to my own
affairs and let everybody attend to
theirs alariallali rightht suppose you do it
we will carry thethewll thingugathiilg a little ffurtherarther
this woman s husband has gane be
nindaind the veil and he is operating there
and probably he will be called upon in
a fafamilymily capacity to look after those
that werevere coming there or help pre-
pare manmacmansions for somebody who is
yet on the earth as jesus did for illshis
disciples ilehe has left illshis wife behind
here but is there operating for others
now what would vou think of making
to0o yourselves friends of thetile mammon1

of unrighteousness that when you
fall they may receive you into ever-
lasting habitations what would you
think of that we talk about angels
taking care of us and all sorts of
things like that but I1 expect that
when we get behind the veil we shall
have business to do as much as we
have here and one thinthing will be
perhaps to look after the arrangement
of our family affairs anythingand thingsthingsassoasso-
ciated therewith

now then a man here says 1 I
would 1196 like to embark in a thingtaingg of
that sort marry a brothers wife
and raise up seed for him
what did they do Awithvitsit11 such men in
olden times the woman had an op-
portunityportunity of loosing his shoe and
spitting in the mans face that would
not raise up seed unto his brother and
it was said so shall it be done unto
that man that will not build up his
brothers house and illshis name shall
be called in israel the house of him
that hath his shoe loosed see deul
xiv 5 to 10 see also ruth itilllil and iv

but we will sogo again to the other
side and findhad those there cilcliengaged in
loingdoing certain works in the heavens aandaudnd
preparing mansions torlor those that are
comingcomin nov whenshen jesus went to
prepare mansions I1 do not suppose
that ilehe did it himself heile had plenty
of hands to set to work of that sort
same as we have here this inanman that
has died hears his brother say 1I
would rather attend to my own af-
fairs and he says all right come
here ind attend to your affairs also if
you are selfish perliperhapsaps I1 will turn sel-
fish too now what is sauce for the
goose is maucesauce for the gander that is
the way it presents itself to ineme in re-
lation to triese matters it a woman is
leftleft by her husband let ittirr have some
body to take care of her i if not her hus-
bands

hus-
ibrother then illsiny next of kkmI1 n

that is the order so ffarar as I1 undunder-
stand

er
it and I1 wanted to say so much

in relation to these matters why
shshould0 uld not women have equal rights
wiwithth men they have these
they ought to be sustained anaand main-
tained among us as saints we ought
to look afafterteethethe welfare and interest
of all

I1 shall now refer to what is known as
utah lake and jordan river dam water
question1on this is a that has
troubled1 d you a great deal and upon
which there has bfbeenbeenen much awkward-
ness and unpleasant feelingfeelseel ingins it wasvas
adjusted some time ago buethe agree-
ment it appears was not carried outdut
in consequence of which considerable
trouble was likely tuto ensue president
alsusatmus MK cannon showed mome a letter
in which it was stated that a lawlairlawsuitsuitsult
was commenced in regard to thetho affair
some of thetile parties thereto being out-
side otof the church and some inside in

commencing this suit those inside the
church were not taking the rhrightbt
course and they would hahaveve subjected
themselves to be cut off the church
because god has givengiven us laws in re-
lation to these matters whereby they
can be properly regulated wisely and
in accordance with illshis laws brothercannon who is president of thu saltsait
lake stake came to me and wanted to
know what to do liehe said he could
11notot regulate these matters as his juris-
diction did not extend beyond salt
lake enor could president smoot
because his jurisdiction did not go
beyond utautahh stake here was a di-
lemna what shallshail be done could I1
show him a way out of the difficulty
I1 told him I1 could that a council had
been provided through the prophet
josephjosrph smith for just such cases
some people dont know anything
about tanatta t but yet that is a fact they
did that it had evenever been
used before it is a council of twelve
highnighIII1

11 priests over which the first
presidency of the church should pre-
side to adjudicate upon difficult cases
that might arinearise in the church and
this should be the highest council in
the church and from which there
should be no appeal we called to-
gether this council and met here in
this house and the parties were heard

some outside of the church and
some inside finally we got the mat-
ter adjusted and I1 am informed that
the decision is satisfactory to all par-
ties the council was composed of
the following brethren vict abraham
0 smoot Piesbiespresidentident ofif utah stake
aliallairousairbusUs cannon president of salt
lake stake warren N dusenberry
probate judge of utah county elias
A smith probate judge of salt lake
county jonathan S page andana A 1D
holdawayHoldaw av selectmen of utahutah county
ezekiel holhoim mi and jesse

selectmen of salt lake county pres-
iding bishop winwm B preston john T
cainecattle delegatedele- tea to congress from utah

BL hops thos R cutler and john E
booth after the first session of the
council in consequenceence of lion john
T calnecainecainecalne being required at salt lake
city on official business elder Lajohnjohn
nuttall was appointed a member of the
council in place of eldereider cainecalne myaly
self and bro george Q can-
non presidedpresided in all the meetings
of theilelle council in selectingtim
the council vee selected memen13

from the two counties who were con-
versant with county affairs and both
counties were equally represented but
some people will say how is it the
high council could not settle the ques-
tion because the high council in
utah stake has no jurisdiction over
affairs inin salt lake stake nor has the
high council of salt lake stake any
jurisdiction over affairs in utah stake
and the other council was formed just
to meet sich an emergency I1 speak of
thishis for your information and as I1
haveflave said when the matter is thor-
oughly completed it will prove to be
satisfactory to all parties

now I1 want to read you a curious i

scripture we talk a good deal about
water and about certain lalawsws laws of
hydraulics and hydrostatics we nave
had a good deal of talk about these
things lately I1 have heard some very
silisingularguiargular remarks made pertaining to
the waters of the utah lake by brobro
AIadsen who has kept a very accuratelyacaccurate
account of the condition of the waters
of the lake under various circum i

stances for a great number of years
among other things he said that it was
very difficult to tell how and in what
manner the waters of the lake were
sometimes increased that he iadbaalad
frequently seen large fountains or
fprdspringss rising in the lake that liehe
should think ffurnishedurnis tiedlied more water
than any of the rivers that flowed ininto
it and these springs were very fluctu-
ating so much so that it was found
very difficult to make any accurate ca-
lculationscu pertaining thereto

it is thought and so stated by some
writers thacthat there are subterraneous
passages for water flowing from lake
superior

this may appear strange to some
Bbutitttit in regard to the flood the laws
governing hydraulicsnydra tilles as we under-
stand them were not strictly carriedcarrico
out on that cassionoc speakspeakingng of
the flood we read

and it came to pass afterif ter seven dayldays
that the waters otof the flood were upon the
earth

in the six hundredth year of noahs life
in the second month thetiie seventh day of the
month thetiie same da were all the fountainfountains
of the preatgreat deep bbroken1 up and the win
dowsdowsonof heaven were opened

what was done tzetaeesthe windows of
heaven were opened tandand the immense
bodies of waters that exist in the up-
per firmament were letiet down orasiaor as it
is expressed the windows of heavedheaven
were opened what else
samegame day were all the fountains of the
great deep broken up you have gof-
a brbrigham young academy here I1
would like to givegibe the professors ana
pupils of that establishment a problemp rob I1 e m
to holve and that is how ttheyhey could
manage to get enough water out of the
seas and out of the oceans and out of
the rivers and out of the cloudsloudsto cover the tops of these benounmoun-
tains and fifteen cubitscubias above ancandi
letlot that spread over all the earthI1 would like to know by what knowlknown
law the immersion of the globe coulbe accomplished it is explained herheninalnain a lawtaw1 w wordworda the windows of hea-ven verewere openopenedcoll that is the waterthat exist throughouthout the space sur-
rounding the earthdarthlithaith from whence coroithese clouds ffromroin which the rain de

lids that was one cause adothcause was the fountains of the great
deep were broken up that is somisoinethinthing beyond tilethe oceans somesomethingthluthiu
outside of the seas some reservoirs Rof
which we have no knowledge wmwen


