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i in rising to addressaddam you thlethisthis
1

afternoon 4

brethren and sisters I1 crcraveave an interest ink

your faith and prayers that I1 may bebo led
to speak upon those subjects and to ad-
vance those ideas that shall be instructive

stoto yoayou and adapted to your circumstances
and conditioncondittoli

I1 have acted in the ministry sindesince inmyy
boyhood but whenever I1 am called upon
to speak I1 do so with great diffidence and
fear I1 do not know that the feeling can
ever be conquered entirely inia fact I1 do
notnoi know that I1 wish that I1 could for I1iff a
man could arise and feel perfectly capable
in and of himself to speak to the edifica-
tion of the people judging by my own ex-
perienceperience in the matter I1 imagine that he
would have butbub very little aid from the
lord but if he rise depending upon the
lord and not upon his own strength the
lord has promised to render that aid unto
his servants that is necessary to enable
them to testify to the truth and to cleanse
their garments odtheof the blood of this genera-
tion

there is no lack of topics or subject mat-
terterinin dwelling upon the work we are en-
gaged in the range is an extensive one
but it needs the spirit btbf god to select out
of the variety of subjects which it presents
those points doctrines and counsels that
should be touched upon to edify thepeople
in the circumstances which surround ththemem
the older I1 grow theiho more convinced I1 am
that wevo as a people and as individuals need
practical instructions in what may be
termed jourour every- dayeveryday detlef it is delight-
ful to reflect and speak upon and to sit
ananddhavehavehavo heldhold up before ouronn minds tthehe
course pursued bby those who were our pre-
decessorsdecedecess orssors in the gospel itit is also equally
delightful when inspired by the spirit of
god to contemplate the future with its
great events which the prophets foresaw
and concerningconceming which they have written so

1

much
As a genergenerationgeneralloatloatio weve live in a busy stir-

ring time a time that is full of important
soyeneventsts andono trtreading upon the heelsheels otof

another sso rapidly that we have scarcely
time to contemplate the past even the
past of our own histhistorydry and we have but
little time to look forward to the future
only as it iass nednecessaryessary to comfort and to
cheefuschecheererusus the work of god is rushing for-
ward with extraordinary speed and the
lord is operating in a most signal manner
to bring to pass his great adandaud marvellousmarcellousmarvellous
designs and purposes and to no eyes artareare
these things clearer than to those of the
latter day saints especially those whose
mindsming are enlightened by the spirlspiritt of god
and who seek for the inspiration thereof to
guide them in their everydayevery day alfallaffairshirsbirs

it has been frequently remarked that we
asa people are entirely too egoegotisticalegotistsical that

ao70we imagineagine that gad inpismishis operations and
with the children of men has

selected us iiaandandana made u the peculiar re-
cipients ofhis blessings to the exclusion of
the rest of the human family I1 have
heard it very frequently remakremarkeddd when
conversing with persons respecting buoui
viewsL and doctrines thatthai yeyve confine our at-
tention

I1

teriterltion entirely too much to ourselves and
the little work with which we are identified
forgetting that wewo are but a small handful
oforthethe great human family I1 have also
heard it remarked that it was entirely too
much to expect that a people so insignifi-
cant as we are numnumericallyerierlcallycaily should antici-
pate the great results that we1 speak about
verywery frequently and which from the writ-
ings of ancient prophets and of those who
have lived contemporaneously with us we
are led to anticipate williii be fulfilled inburin purpun
cascaseMenetuenhen say in speaking of us gidodo

day saints who in utah andabid tthehe1

number probably one
hundred nnaana fifty or two hundred thou-
sand aridstidand it mayabby be

I1
a few hundred

thousand elsewhere recollect or do
youyolouevert ueverV evecever consconsiderlderider ithatat the nation of

I1
which youyon form aann integral part num-
bers fortyfonty millimillionbusasandsanand that there are hund-
reds of millions of human beings scattered
overovee the face of the earthhartfi who are not of

Yourrow creed dododouyoujou recollect that you arp
very contemptible in point of numbersnumbers in-
fluence and wealth and everything that

greatness in the earth if we
were disposed to forget these things there
are those around us with whom we are
brought into frequent contact who take
great and especial pains to remind us olourofour
insignificance so that I1 think there is no
real danger of our entirely forgetting it
but though we are few in numbers we de-
clare that the oracles ofgod are with usand
that he has chosen the latter day saintasaints to
be hishim peculiar people and has placed upon
theahthem hisIs name or the name of his son
Jesus Christ and has called us to be minis-
ters of life and salvation to be the founders I1

ofaoraof a new order of things ananthethetho earth and
be thetha means in his hands as we firmly be-
lieve and testify of effecting a wonderful
revolution in affairs yet while believ-
ing this the latter day saintasaints are not
BOso uncharitable as to imagine that they
are the only ones with whom god is
deeliasdeadexilaslias or that they are the only peo-
ple over and towards whom his provi
deneesdences argarera being exercised such a
thought has novnone v eror entered into the hearts
of those who re intelligent and reflecting
in thathe church ot jesus christ of latter day
saints it is true that we believebelleve and
testify that we havahave beonbean called to proclaim
thothe everlasting gospel in itaits ancient purity
and simplicity with the plenitude of its
giffis and graces as eienjoyedoyed in ancient days
and that wawe havekava been called to lay the
foundation of that work which is destined to
grow increase and spread until it fills the
whole earth from north to south from eastcast
to west yet we do not on this account
arrogate to ourselves all the kindness
mercy care and goodness which god dis-
penses to hishia creatures on the earth butbat
we firmly believe that in every nation and
among every kindred tongue and people
and in fact in every creed on the face of the
wide earth of ours there are those over

i whom god watches with peculiar care and
to whom his blebieblessingsssiings are extended and
we believe that his provi dences are over
all the works of hishim hands and that none
are so remote friendless and isolated that
they are not the objects otof hisills care mercy
and kindness this is our belief and when
we see the events which are taking place at
the present time in europe when we hear
of revolutions and wars of nation rising
agagainstAVast nation of the various judgementsjudgements
and calamities as well asaa the various kind-
nesses and mercies that are bestowed upon
and extended to the inhabitants ofthe earth
and to the various nationalities into which
they are divided wowe see in all these things
thetho hand of ourofir kind and benitibeneficentcent crea-
tor weseewe see his providences we behold his
going forth and we acknowledge jilsJIN good-
ness and we also think that we can discern
his oververoverrulingruling care and providence for the
bringing to pass the great events of which
ilehe has spoken which will eventually re-
sult in the emancipation of our race from
the thralldom of evil under which it groans

it is true as I1 have already remarked
that god has called uaus out of the nations to
be HEs peculiar people but we are not the
only ones who will be so called the mes-
sage which came to us and which we recelreceiv-
ed and were made glad thethereby is sent to
every kindred tongue and people on the
face of the whole earth it has gathered us
out to bebd the pioneers in this great work
bbutut the cacalicall1 is not ended or the period ar-
rived when it shall no longer be proclaimed
by burour beingbein gathered together it is still
in force anand has to be carried throughout
earths wide domain until the
tion thereof shall be heard in every land
and men of every nationality tongue andan
creed shall have heard and had a chance to
receive or reject the glad tidings of salva-
tion which has been committed unto usug

the dealings of god with our ownnationKation
thetha singular events which aroare transpiring
at the present time on the continent of eu-
rope the revolutions that are taking place
in asia and the wars and commotionslousious that
seem to convulsecon most of the nations of
the earth have all for their object aaas we
believe the preparation of the way by
which thisthia great message can bo carried
more freely and its principlesineinel

1plespies declared
maromore thoroughly to aallalirrthehet inhadinhainhabitantsbitante 0ofthe earth the prophets looked down totc
the days of the future and they saw in vis-
ion that god would perform a great and
mighty worworx in the midst of the inhabit-ants of the earth Ttheythoyheybey wrote about it
and some of the finest writing in the biblebibiecontains glorious allusions to the last days
when god should stretch forth his arm in14mighty power in the midst of his people
and accomplish a great and marvellousmarcellousmarvellous
work a work that should bete a4 wonder in
tbtho0 eyes of all people uhetherhe religious sects
of christendom loclor hundreds of years
havehavo looked forwardfonward to the accomplishment
of these predictions and the hope of this
has cheered them in their opoperationsorAtIons la-
bors expenditures and in every effort they
have made for the redemption of the race
and its enlightenment in the principles ofor
christianity to accomplish the fulfillment
ofbf tho predictions contained in the bible
they haveused every means in their power
but they have not met with theethe success
which they desired still so nirmfirm hnshas been
their faith in these predictions that theyhavhave0 persevered although the result of
theirthelr labors take atas a rule has not been
of a cheering character tract societies
bible societies missionary societies and
societies of almost every kind anaand des

cription have been organized with the0 best
of motives andana with vast expenditureexpenditures of
means for the purpose of fulfilling the
predictions otof the prophets concerning
thothe inhabitants of the earth 33butbatut there hhasas
been a power lacking there has been an
influence wanting there has not been that
union blessing of heaven and that provi-
dential combination of circumstances ne-
cessary to bring to pass the results desired
man may toiltoll labor andanaexpendexpend his means
and forces and may brinbring9 to his aid all
the wisdom of which he is the possessor to
bring about divine results but unless god
give the increase as the scriptures say his
labors will be fruitless this has been sig-
nally fulfilled in the results which we see
around us at the present time in christen
dom for their efforts havo not been
crowned with success atrayel through
the most christian nations todayto day and
there is no disguising the fact that they
are the moatmost deeply steepedstooped in wretched-
ness and wickedness it is true that men
live in the midst of these things until they
become so accustomed to them as to accept
them as a necessary condition ofbf affairs
they may saygay it has been so from the be-
ginning and will be so to the end and to
attempt to change this and to introduce a
state of society without evil Is utopian it
never can be effected they accept the
wretchedness degradation poverty pros-
titutiontitution and all the numerous evils that
abound inia the nations of which they are
members as something that cannot be re-
moved as the necessary consequence of
our existence herohere on the earth baibut the
prophets have predicted that a time shall
come when our race shall be emancipated
from these evils and when there shall be
nothing to hurthurb or destroy in all the holy
mountain of the lord when swords shall
be beaten into ploughsharesplough shares and spears into
pruning hooks when nation shall no
longer rise against nation and war shall be
learned no more the prophets have
predicted that the time shall come when
the knowledge of god shall cover the earth
as the waters cover the mighty deep s and
when manmari need no longer say to hisbis nneigh-
bor know ye the lord but when all
shall know him fromirom tletaethe least unto the
greatest therothere is no doubt that if any-
thing in the scriptures is true these pre-
dictions are and that they will be verified
to thetho letter but man in his efforts to
bring about this timetimo hasbas labored without
tho concurrence of heaven without the
divine blessing resting upon his laborslabons
heilio hashag run before he was sent in his zeal
he has undertaken measures for which he
had no warrant what then shall cure or
bring thathe means of cure to our race what
shall ameliorate the condition of the human
family what meshall be adopted to
bring to the earth the blessings which we
are told it is our privilege to enjoy at some
period or other shall man seek tpto bring
this about without divine aid shall he
undertake to effect these great changes and
bring to pass this great deliverance without
seeking the aid of the supreme being who
created thothe earth and the inhabitants
thereof or shall he in humility bow him-
self in the dust and await the dispensation
of truth from heaven await the bestowal
of the lightlibbt and knowledge necessary to en-
able him to accomplish these mighty
works and then in faith plant andana water
and wait upon god to give the increaseIneraasebase

I1 think that the coursecoarse that we as a people
have taken is the course which all should
take I1 think it is the only proper and
egidimate course for any individual or
peolikeople

0 o to take menalen may say that we are
eludeddeluded and that we deceive ourselves

they may say that our system is one of
imposture whether this be so or not
matters but little to the point in question

the course that we have taken whether
our system be dividisidivineno or not is the course
which all should take what we havehavo
done we have claimed to do under the in

1110 and direct guidance of heaveneveryvery move that we have taken since our
church was organized on the ath of april
1830 we claim nashas been by inspiration and
under the guidance pr the almighty on
the day I1 have named our church was organ iizea by revelation on that day the church
was organized and ministers chosen elders
wereweno endowed with or ordained to the
priesthood they were sent forth by revela-
tion and commanded to go to this place and
thetho other place to this and toleatto that land by
revelation from thothe lord A message was
vveriven unto them nut from the bible or

ook of mormon not from any written
record not a copy or transcript of some
message ccarried by some preproprevious genera

men but anart original message direct
tobothemthem to be conveyed by them to their
fellow creatures a perfectly oTiorioriginalginal mes-
sage so faras this generation was concerned
delivered to them by the almighty and
they were sent forth to proclaim ifI1 to the
inhabitantsinhabitanta of the earth

they wereivero commanded by revelation to
gather together A place was designated
as a place of gathering circumstances i

favored ahefhe procuring of that place but
they notliot allowed to remain in it
they werekere driven forth and again they
werawere guidedguidea by revelation to another place
and again wereereero they driven forth and com-
pelledeliedbelled to mandonabandon their homes and again
another placeewaswas designated to which they
should go again they were driven forth
and again they were directed what to do
and they came to this land guided by reve-
lation inspired by the almighty not
kifknowingoving where they were going thou-
sands started out on the plains without
having thetho least idea where they would

i

stop they launched forth on the trackless
prairiesea without any location ahead of
which they knewknow anything and when they
reached here they settledsettled by revelation
and since then in our movements inI1 our
settlements of various localities in all our
labors at home going to the nations of
the earth or returning in our
migrations in sending out colonies and in
every variety of labor which we have per-
formed we claim to have been guided by
the spirit of revelation and mark my
brethren and sisters the wonderful results

have we had wealth have we had so
citiesci ties organized to aid us have we had
popularity with or popular support from the
nation no we have baabad nothing of the
kind we have stood alone with none to
aidtaldiaidald sustain or comfort but god instead
of aid from our fellow creatures we have
had persecution instead of comfort we
have had reviling instead of words of en-
couragementcouragement we have as ifit were had deep
damnation poured out upon our heads
we have had adverse circumstances to
contend with but we have also had that
which is better than all the world can be-
stow the aid of heaven divine concur-
rence we have had a combination of cir-
cumstancescumstances to aid us in accomplishing the
objects for which we started out the re-
sult is we are in these valleys todayto day
a peoplepepie of varied nationality of varied
creeds and modes of education and
a people as utterly diverse in their
original traditions and habits as
men and women of our color couldcoula be
and yet what do we see why through-
out all this range ofvalleys a people homo-
geneousgeneous dwelling together in peace love
and union and enjoenjoyinging all tha blessings
promisedpromised to the peoplepeople of god in the last
daysays I1 say all the blessings but not in
their fullness we are but imperfect yet
wearewe areane not prepared for these blesbiesblessingsS ings
in their fullness but so far as we have pro-
gressed and are prepared they have been
bestowed upon us and todayto day we present
to the eyes of the wworldorldorid one of the most re-
markable spectacles that can be seen

menblen may say pooh pooh you latter
day saints are nothingsnothingl you are too con-
temptibletemptible for noricelno but our acts show
that therothere is a power and an influence with
us that the inhabitants of the earth else-
where do not possess we are looked upon
as a social phenomenon in the earth wevo
are diverse from every other people and
our community is the object of attention
and I1 may say of respect that its numbers
do not entitle it to menalen from afar cannot
cross the continent without coming to visit
the latter day saints why ia19 this it is
because there isii a feeling throughout the
earth that there is something remarkable
connected with us that we are not as other
people are whwhat is it that distinguishes
us from our fellows what Is it that dis
distinguishes us from the average ameri-
cangandan englishman scandinavian german
swiss italian or frenchman or from the
average asiatic there is something
they teelfeel it and we feel itft and that distinc-
tion is we believebellevebeliebelleveinin revelation we profess
to be guided by revelation we are pecu-
liar when compared with the restrost of the
world because all our movements aieafeaneare
under divine guidance wewo clclaim thithip
and we act upon it we seek for 1it andinaand goagodgoa
bestowsbestons it upon us it is our testimony
at least that he bestowsbestons it upon us for we
see the results we see what is not wit-
nessed anywhere else on the earth

As I1 hayehave already said tract biblebiblo and
missionary societies havohave been formed and
the wealth of the nations has been poured
into the hands of religious people ariaarid
spent lavishly and without stint fbforfonthetho
salvation of the human family but where
on the face of the earth can you find the
fruits to be witnessed before me todayto day
and that can be seen throughout thetho terri-tory of utah why is this because as I1have said they have labored without the
concurrence otof heaven they runruh be-
fore they were sent but unto us scatter-
ed isolated individuals this message fromgod came and there being a spark of di-
vinity within us we received it andemandana em-
braced it and have endeendeavoredavoreavoned to live up to
it and god has blessed us and our labors
but after all what wewo have done is very
little

I1 have told you what has been remarked
here time and time again probably you
have heard it respecting our insignifi-
cance I1 feel most sensensibly that so far as
numbers are concerned wewo are a very in-
significant people but I1 will tellteli you a re-
mark which r believebellevo is credited alike to
the late mr stephen girard and to com-
modore vanderbilt both great financiers
thatthac the hardest money they ever earned
was the first five hundred dollars they
saved now the hardest thing in building
up a people is tto gain a foothold we have
gained this we have gained and organized
the first hundred thousand people we
have achieved a position that will render
our future progress more rapid than in
years past and gone I1 fully expect to seosee
ththe progressress 0off this work in the future
much moromore rapid than I1is has been in the
past I1 see the providence of god laboring
to bring this about not to build up a peo-
ple distinct from all the rest of the earthearthy
not to build up some little narrow sect or
denomination but this work and gospel is
to embrace within its fold all earths chil-
dren every son and daughter of god on
the earth that iaIs its mission and it will
accomplishlit but it will spread with in-
creased rapidity from this time forth the
foundation and cornerstonescorner stones have been
laid in tears blood and inirk much sorrow


