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REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

In rising to address you this afternoon,
brethren and sisters, I crave an interest in
your faith and prayers, that I may be led
to speak upon those subjects and to ad-
vance those ideas that shall be instruetive
to you and adapted to your circumstances
and condition.

I have acted in the ministry sinde my
boyhood, but whenever I am called upon
to speak I do so with great diffidence and
fear, I do not know that the feeling can
ever be conquered entirely, in fact, I do
not knew that I wish that I could; for if a
man could arise, and feel perfectly capable,
in and of himself, to speak to the edifica-
tion of the people, judging by my own ex-
perience in the matter, I imagine that he
would have but very little aid from the
Lord. But if he rise depending upon the
Lord, and not upon his own strength, the
Lord has promised fo render that aid unto
His servants that is necessary to enable
them to testify to the truth, and to cleanse

their garments of the blood of this genera-
There is no lack of topics or subject mat-
terin dwelling upon the work we are en-
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your creed? Do you recolledt that you are | cription have been organized with the best

very contemptible in point of numbers, in-
fluence and wealth and everything that

of motives, and with vast expenditures of
means, for the purpose of fulfilling the
predictions of the FProphets concerning

constitutes greatness in the earth?”’ If we | the inhabitants of the earth. But there has
were disposed to forget these things there | been a power lacking, there has been an

are those around us with whom we are

influence wanting; there has not been that
union, blessing of Heaven and that provi-

brought into frequent contact, who take | jential combination of circumstances ne-

great and especial pains to remind us of our | cessary

insignificance, so that I think thereis no
real danger of our entirely forgetting it.

the wisdom of which he is the

to bring to pass the results desired,
Man may toil, labor and expend his means
and forces, and may bring to his aid all

g0r to

But though we are few in mumbers, we de- | bring about Divine results; but unless God

clare that the oracles of God are with us,and
that He has chosen the Lafter-day Saints to
be His peculiar people and has placed upon
thamlz?i.; name, or the name of His Son
Jesus-Christ, and has called us to be minis-
ters of life and salvation, to be the founders
of a new order of things on the earth, and
be the means in His hands, as we firmly be-
lieve and testify, of effecting a wonderful
revolution in aﬂ'ah's Yet, while believ-
ing this, the Latter-day Saints are not
80 uncharitable as to imagine that they
are the only ones with whom God 'is
dealimg, or that they are the only peo-
ple over and towards whom His provi-
dences are being exercised. Such a
thought has never entered into the hearts
of those who “re intslligent and reflecting
in the Church ot Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, It is true that we believe and
testify that we have been called to proclaim
the everlasting gospel in its ancient purity
and simplicity, with the plenitude of its
gifts and graces as enjoyed in ancient days;
and that we Rkave been called to lay the
foundation of that work which is destined to
grow, increase and spread until it fills the
whole earth from north to south, from east
to west. Yet we do not, on this account,
arrogate to ourselves all the kindness,
mercy, care and goodness which God dis-

gaged in; the range is an extensive one; | penses to His creatures on the earth; but

but it needs the spirit of God to select, out
of the variety of subjects which it presents,

we firmly kelieve that in every nation, and
among every kindred, tongue and people,

and, in fact, in every creed on the face of the |

those points, doctrines, and counsels that | wide earth of -ours there are those over

should be touched upon to edify the people | Whom God watches with pe

in the circumstances which surround them.
The older I grow, the more convinced Iam |
that we as a people and as individuals need
practical instructions in, what may be
termed, our every-day dnties. Itisdelight- |
ful to reflect and speak upon, and to sit
and have held up before our minds the
course pursued by those who were our pre-
decessors in the gospel. It is also equally
delightful, when inspired by the spirit of
God, to contemplate the future with its
great events, which the prophets foresaw,
and concerning which they Pava w';}tten SO
much., TR 1
As a generation, we live in a busy, stir-
ring time,—a time that is’ full of important
*oyvents, one treading upon the heels of
another so rapidly that we have scarcely
time to contemuplate the past,—even the
past of our own history; and we have but
little time to look  forward to the future,
only as it is necessary to comfort and to
cheer us. The work of God is rushing for-
ward with extraordinary speed, .and the
Lord is operating in a most .aignal manner
to bring to pass His great and marvellous
designs and purposes; and to no eyes are
these things clearer than to those of the
Latter-day Saints, especially those whose
minds are enlightened by the spirit of God,
and who seek for the inspiration thereof to
guide them in their every-day atlairs, _
It has beéen frequently remarked that we
as a people are entirely too egotistical; that
. we imagine that God, in }E[is operations and
dealings with the children of men, has

',going,fnrth, an

culiar eare and
to whom His blessings are extended; and
we believe that His Em'videnm are over
all the works of His hands, and that none
are so remote, friendless and isolated that
they are not the objects of His care, mercy
and kindness. This is our belief; and when
we see the events which are taking place at
the present time in Europe; when we hear
of revolutions and wars; of nation rising
against nation; of the various judgements
and calamities as well as the various kind-
nesses and mercies that are bestowed upon
and extended to the inhabitants of the earth,
and to the various nationalities into which
they are divided, we see in all these things
the hand of our kind and benificent Crea-
tor; we see His providences, we behold His
weé acknowledge His good-
ness; and we also think that we can discern
His over-ruling care and providence for the
bringing to pass the great events of which
He has spoken, which will eventually re-
sult in the emancipation of our race from
the thraldom of evil under which it groans,
It is true, as I have already remarked,
that God has called us out of the nations to
be His peculiar. people; but we are not the
only ones who will be so called. The mes-
sage which came to us and which we receiv-
ed and were made glad thereby, is sent to
eve
face of the whole earth, It has gathered us
out to be the pioneers in this great work;
bat the cail is not ended or the period ar-
rived when it shall no longer be proclaimed
by our being gathered together, It is still
in force, and hasto be carried throughout
earth’s wide domain, until the reverberaer-
tion thereof shall beheard in every land
and men of every nationalily, tongue and
creed shall have heard and had a chance to
receive or reject the glad tidings of salva-
tion which has been committed unto us,
The dealings of God with our own nation,

selected us and made us the peculiar re-
cipients of His blessings to' the exclusion of
the rest of the human family, I have
heard it very frequently remarkéd, when
conversing with persons respecting our
views and doctrines, that ye confine our at-
tention entirely too much to ourselves and

the little work with which we are identified, | ion that God would perform &

forgetting that we are but a small handfal
of the great human family, I have also
heard it remarked, that it was entirely too
much to expect that a people, so insignifi-
cant as we are numerically, should antici-
pate the great results that wéspeak about

| which this

| when G

rope, the revolutions that are taking p
in Asia and the wars and commotions that
seem to convulse most of the nations of
the earth have all for their object, as we
believe, the preparation of the way by
great message can be carried
more freely, and its principles- declared
more thnrm'ﬁlhl to all the inhabitants of
the earth, e Prophets looked down to
the days of the future and they saw in vis-
great and
mighty worz in the midst of the inhabit-
anis of the earth, They wrote about it,
and some of the finest writing in the Bible
contains glorious allusions to the last days,
should stretch forth His arm in
mighty power in the midst of His people
and accomplish a great and marvellous

very frequently; and which, from the writ-
ings of ancient prophets and' of those who
have lived contemporaneously with us, we
are led to anticipate will be falGlled in our
case. Men say, in’ speaking of us: “Do
you Latter-day Saints, who in Utah and the
adjoining Territories number probably one
hundred and fifty or two ‘hundred thou-
sand, and it may be a few hundred
thousand elsewhere, recollect, or do
you ever econsider that the nation of

which you form an integral part, mum- | have persevered, a

work,—a work that should te a wonder in
the eyes of all people, The religious sects
of Christendom, for hundreds of years,

| havelooked forward to the accomplish
F lﬂﬂfmtﬁ: gather together., A

of these predictions, and the ‘ho
has cheered them in their operations, la-
bors, expenditures and in every effort they
have made for the redemption of the race
and its enlightenment in the prin
Christianity. To accomplish the fu
of the predictions contained in the Bible
they have used every means in their power;
but they have not met with the success
which they desired. Still, so firm has been
their faith in these predictions, that they

bers forty millions,and that there are hund- | their labors, takeif'as a rule, has not been

reds of millions of human beings scattered
over the face of the earth who are not of

of a cheering character, Tract societies,

Bible societies, missionary societies, and | Sands started out on the

kindred, tongue and people on the |

 able him to accomplish

E‘m the increase, as the Scriptures say, his
bors will be fruitless. This has been sig-
nally falfilled in the results which we see
around us at the present time in Christen-
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stop; they launched forth on the trackless
prairies  without any location ahead of
which they ¥new anything; and when they
reached here they settled by revelation;
and since then, in our movements, in our
settlements of various localities, in dll our
labors at home, going to the natioms of
the earth or returning therefrom; in our
migrations, in sending out colonies and in
every variety of labor which we have e‘fer—
formed we claim to have been guided by
the apirit of revelation; and mark, my
brethren and sisters, the wonderful results,

Have we had wealth? Have we had so-
cities organized to aid us? Have we had

%

popularity with or popularsupport from the
kind, We have stood alone, with none to

dom, for their efforts have not been:
crowned with success. Trayel through
the most Christian nations to-day, and
there is no disguising the fact that the

are the most deeply steeped in wretched-
ness and wickedness., It istrue that men

live in the midst of these things until they

| become 80 accustomed to them as to accept

them as a necessary condition &f affairs,
‘They may say it has been 80 from the be-
ginning and will be 80 to the end, and to
attempt to change this and to introduce a
state of so¢iety without evil is utopian, it
never can be effected. They accept the
wretchedness, degradation, poverty, pros-
titution and all the numerous evils that
abound in the nations of which they are
members, as something that cannot be re-
moved,—as the necesgary consequence of
our existence here on thé earth. But the

Prophets have predicted thata time shall
come when our race shall be emancipated
from these evils, and when there shall be
nothing to  hurt or destroy in all the holy
mountain of the Lord; when swords shall
be beaten into ploughshares and spears into

runing hooks; when nation shall no

onger rise againstnation, and war shall be
learned no more. The Prophets have
predicted that the time shall come when
the knowledge of God shall cover the earth
as the waters cover the mighty deep; and
when man need no longer say to his neigh-

bor “know ye the Lord,” but when all
shall know Him, irom the least unto the
greatest. There is no doubt that, if any-
thing in the Scriptures is true, these pre-
dictions are, and Lhat they will be verified
to the letter. But man, in his efforts to
bring about this time, has labored without
the concurrence of Heaven, without the
Divine blessing resting upon his labors.
He has run before he was senf; in his zeal
he has undertaken measures for which he
had no warrant. What then, shall cure or
bring the means of cure to our race? What
shall ameliorate the condition of the human
family? What scheme shall be adopted to
bring to the earth the blessings which we
are told itis our privilege to enjoy, at some
period or other? Shall man seek to bring

| this about without Divine aid? Shall he

undertake to eilect these great changes and
bring to pass this great deliverance without
seeking the aid of the Supreme Being,who
created the earth and the inhabitants
thereof? Or shall he in humility bow him-
self in the dust and await the dispensation
of truth from Heaven, await the bestowal
of the light and knowledge nece y to en-
these mighty
works; and then in faith plant and water
and wait upon God to give the increase?

I think that the course that we as a people
have taken, is the course which all should
take; I think it is the only proper and
egitimate course for any individual or

opie to take, - Men may say that we are

eluded and that we deceive ourselves;
they may say that our system is one of
imposture, hether this be so or not
matters but little to the point in question;
—the course that we have taken, whether
our system be divine or not, is the course
which all should take, What we have
done we have claimed to do under the in-

8piration and direct guidance of Heaven,

the singular events which are transpiring | . :
at the present time on the continent of Eu- | church was organized,—on the 6th of April,
lace } 1830, we claim has been by inspiration and

l
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|
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very move that we have taken since our

under the guidance of the Almighty, On
the day I have named our ¢hurch was organ-
ized by revelation, On that day the church
was organized and ministers chosen; elders
were endowed with, or ordained to, the
priesthood, They were sent forth by revela-
tion, and commanded to go to this place and
the other place; to this and to that land by
revelation from the Lord. A message was

iven unto them, nut from the Bible, or

ook of Mormon; not from any written
record, not a copy or transcript of some
message carried by some previous genera-
tion of men; but an original message,direct
to'them, to be conyveyed by them to their
fellow creatures; a perfectly original mes-
Eﬂ%‘ﬂ so far as this generation was concerned,
delivered to them by the Almightv; and

they were sent forth to proclaim 1t to the |

inhabitants of the earth.
They were commanded by revelation to

as a place of gathering, Circumstances
favored the procuring of that place; but
they were not allowed to remain in it

ciples of | They were driven forth and sgain they
1 ﬁglmant were guided by revelation to anothe

. r dplﬂ.cﬂ,
and again were they driven forth and com-
pelled to abandon their homes; and again
another place was designated to which they
should go; again they were driven forth,

and again they were directed what to do,

ﬁhﬂu’gh the result of | and they came to this land, guided by reve-

lation, inspired by the Almighty, not
kn’nwing where they were going, Thou-
lains without

societies of almost every kind and des- | having th‘? least idea where they would

lace was designated |

nation? No, we have had nothing of the
aid,jsustain or comfort but God. Instead
of aid from our fellow creatures we have
had. persecution; instead of comfort we
have had reviling; instead of words of en-
couragement, we have as it were, had, deep
damnation poured out upon our heads,
We have had adverse circumstances to
contend with, but we have also had that
which is better than all the world ecan be-
stow,—the aid of Heaven, Divine conecur-

| rence; we have had a combination of cir-

cumstances to aid usin accomplishing the
ﬂll;iant-s for which we started out, The re-
sult is we are in these valleys to-day,—
a people of varied nationality, of wvaried
creeds and modes of education, and
a people as utterly diverse in their
original ftraditions and habits as
men and women of our color eould be
And yet, what do we see? Why, through-
out all this range of valleys a people homo-
geneous, dwelling together in peace, love
and union, and enjoying all ths blessings
gmmiaed to the people of God in the last

ays. Isay all the blessings, but not in
their fullness, We are but imperfect yet;
we are not prepared for these blessings

in their fullness; but so far as we have pro-
gressed and are prepared, they have
bestowed upon us; and to-day we present

to the eyes of the world one of the most re-
markable spectacles that can be seen.

Men may say ‘‘pooh, pooh, you Latter-
day Saints are nothing! you are too con-
temptible for notice!’” But our acts show
that there is a power and an influence with
us that the inhabitants of the earth else-
where do not possess, We are looked upon
as a social phenomenon in the earth; we
are diverse from every other people; and
our edmmunity is the object of attention
and I may say of rmﬂact that its numbers
do not entitle it to, en from afar cannot
cross the continent without coming to visit
the Latter-day Saints, Why isthis? Itis
because there is a feeling throughout the
earth that there is something remarkable
connected with us, that we are not as other
people are. What is it that distinguishes
us from our fellows? What is it that dis-
distinguishes us from the average Ameri-
¢éan, Englishman, Scandinavian, German,

Swiss, Italian or Frenchman, or from the
Ave Asijatic? There is something;
they feel it and we feel it; and that distine-
tion is, we believe in revelation; we profess
to be guided by revelation. = Ve are pecu-
liar when compared with the rest of the
world; because all our movements are
under Divine guidance. We claim thig

and we act upon it; we seek for it, and God

bestows it upon us, It is our testimony,
at least, that He bestows it upon us, for we
see the results. We see what is not wit-

nessed anywhere else on the earth.

As I have already said, tract, Bible ana
missionary societies have been formed, and
the wealth of the nations has been poured
into the hands of religious people, and
spent lavishly and without stint, for the
salvation of the human family; but where
on the face of the earth can you find the
fruits to be witnessed before me to-day,
and that can be seen throughout the Terri-
tory of Utah, Why is this? Because, as I
have said, they have labored without the

|

| years past and gone.

concurrence of Heayen; they have run be-
fore they were sent, But unto us, scatter-
ed, isolated individuals, this message from
God came, and there heing a spark of Di-
vinity within us, we received it and em-
braced it, and have endeavored to live up to
it, and God has blessed us and our labors.
Et‘;f after all, what we have done is very
'EII

I have told you what has been remarked
here, time and time again, probably you
have heard it, respecting our insignifi-
cance, I feel most sensibly that, so far as
numbers are concerned, we are a very in-
significant people. But I will tell you a re-
mark, which I believe is credited alike to
the late Mr, Stephen Girard, and to Com-
modore Vanderbilt, both great financiers,
that the hardest money they ever earned
was the first five hundred dollars they
saved.” Now the hardest thing in building
up a people is £o gain a foothold. We have
gained this; we have gained and organized
the first hundred thousand people. We
have achieved a position that will render
our future progress more rapid than in
1 fully expect to see
the progress of this work in the fature
much more rapid than is has been in the
past. I see the providence of God laboring
to bring this about. Not to build up a
ple distinet from all the rest of the earth;

not to build up some little, narrow sect or
denomination; but this work and gospel is
to embrace within its fold all Earth’s ehil-
dren, every son and daughter of God on
the earth, . That is its mission, and it will
acmmgliahiit.- But it will spread with in-
creased rapidity from this time forth, The
foundation and corner-stones have been
laid in tears, blood and in much sorrow,



