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GOD’S SCHOOL. The Elders Quorum should balnrﬁgigad to the high priesthood, | righteousness and the laws and prineiples | might do or might not do were 1 in such a
__*. composed of ninety-six Elders, pre-|should be, and then set apart to act uftth udthﬁr 1;}:’:’1 of hﬂfﬂni t&pﬂndthii cmlldttilun. At any ratt:. why duumen
One by one a8 the days go by, sided over by a president and two | in vheircapacity, as firat and second 1' :::mj! the llgin s h:‘;::‘d“ &‘; q B ‘arf‘dffﬂﬂﬂlzﬁtipﬂ:hﬂ; t‘;ﬂ?m:; 4 01;
To learn our lesson we bravely trys [ counselors, and when more_than |coanselors to the Bishcp. These get what we uE here for, and what the | And werhen of them grumbling and
rﬂrﬂer?mr some task i3 set— ﬂiﬂEtI*EII, ﬂthEl’ quurum& !ﬁﬂlﬂd thm tm- fﬂl'm a qlﬂﬂlm, and a ki.?ﬂum of God is establlshed for. It is gruwﬂug about the prlﬂﬂthﬂnd. f the
Difficult, easy, ghort or long— be organized. . " ! OO QQIIQG;:Q l are gualified to #it in | not for you or for me or anybody else | priesthood are such rascale, why do they
And whether we come to it weak or| The Priests Quorum should be |judgment upon all matters that |alone; itis in the interests of the world | noet leave them, and seek more congenial
strong, - composed of forty-eight, presidedtmay come before the Bishop, as a |and the selvation of mankind. Weare | society?

Somehow or other it must be mxet.

Graded well ‘'n this school of ours,
Each one's dutles within his powers,
And his task the thieg that he necds to
know,
And many a time
dim, :
And before tired e
swim
And the hcurs go by go glow, so slow.

Various ages are gatbered there;
Flaxen ringlets and thin gray hair
Allke fall over the lesson books,
And often the little ones laugh in glee
At the bﬂa‘!lﬂflﬂ words their bright eyes
BEC,
While the old git silent with grave, sad
looks.

Bkiliful teachers assemble here,

Patiently labor year by year;

Never mistake in their work was known;
Only the echolars, weay and vexed,
Idle. impatient, tired, perplexed,

Suffer from errors all their own..

docs the page grow

yveg the hard words

The spirit teaches the highest c'ass;
Time takeg all as they onward pass;
Joy 13 claimed by the happy few,
While Care, Bxperience,*Labor, Pain,
Treasures of knowledge help us gain,
And Conscienee condu>tg the granpd re-
view.

But patiently learuing day by day,
We are longing to hear the ma-ter say
That cur school days here are done;
And after the last Jong term shall pass,
To be transferxed to that upper clags,
In which the advanecd work iz hegun.
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DISCOURSE

BLDER JOUN TAVLOR,

At Farmington 'on Sundéy morn-
ing, June 17th, 1877.

—

REPORTED BY GEO. F. GIBDS.

Tuar following passage is found in
the Dactrine and Covenantis, page
266, new edition—

Which prlesthood continueth in the
Chureh of God in all generations, and is
without beginning of daysor end of years.
And the Lord confirmed a priesthood also
upon Aaron and his seed throughout all
thelr gencratione:—which priesthood also
continneth and abideth for ever, with the
priesthood which 18 after the holiest order
of God. And this greater priesthood
administereth the, gospel and holdeth the
key of the n?ateriﬂ_.q( the kingdom, even
the key of the knowledge of God; There-
fore in the ordinances thereof, the power
of godliness is' manifest; and without the
ordinances thereof, and the authofity of
the priesthood, the power of godliness is
not manifest unto men in the flesh. For
without this no man can sce the, facy of
God, even the Father, and live,

There are some ideas associated
with these principles which [ will
briefly refer to. We haveassembled
here to more perfeetly organize the
ohurch of God in thisplace; to estab-
lish a Stake; to seleCt, appoint and
-get apart the necessary officers
therefor. ' Our President bas been
moved upon tocall upon the Twelve
to go through thag.fﬁrﬂt_ﬁry and at-
tend to these matiers, in accordance
with a lation which makes it
the duty of the Twelve “to ordain
and set in order all the officers of
the church;" to see that the church
is “righted up”in all its wvariols
departments ia the organization of
its various mes; where it is
necessary that Stakes should be or-
ganized organize them; and to see
that all the quorums and oflicers be
placed in their ‘proper position so
that they will work harmoniously
and according to the revelations
and order of God. The growth of
the church and the changes con-
tinually taking.
necessary that this work to which
we have been called be attended
to. It is very desirable and neces-
sary too that every man should un-
derstand his true position in the
church; that he may the better
magnify his calling, and attend to
every duty devolving upon him.
In the organization of a Stake of
Zion, as revealed, there sheuld be a
president with two eoudselors to
preside overall the oflicers, authori-
ties and ple of the Btake, There
should also be a High Council con-
sisting of twelve councilors presided
over by the President of the Stake
and his two counselors. There
should also be a High Priests Quo-
rum, with a presidex® and two
counsellors to preside over all the
High Priests in the Stake.

place render it|

over by a Bishop. . Thﬁ_'l‘iﬂ.f_m
Quorum should be compose ,Og
twenty-four, and the Deacons o
twelve, each with their respective

residents and counselors. The

ishop necessarily presides over
the whole of the lesser priesthood.
in his ward, and they are under
his special guidance and direction,
while he is presided over by the
PresidencyZof the Stake, and the

Presidency and the Twelve;
all are amenable to proper nuti:-

there is no schism in‘the body. All
| Bishopsshould be properly ordained
with their counselors, in order to be
qualified to act efliciently in their
offices, and to be gqualified to sit as
common judges in Israel.

much orderevineed asin the church

of God,
hood is really to rule and govern in
that government which is 1ecog-
nized as the Lord’s, whether it be
in heaven or on the earth., And as

ing gospel and the keys of the ever-
lasting priesthood which administ«
ers in time and eternity, when we
elect officers to fill positions in this
church 2 we - choose men whose

will hold good mnot only on this
earth, but in the heavens, and not
only 19
these things are carried out to their
fullest extent, then will ““the will
of God be done on ecarth ‘as’ in
heaven,” and the meek will rejoice
in the administration of his ruie.

IfI had time I might refer to ac-
counis given of varicus men who
stood at the head of the priesthood
in the different ages of the world,
showing how. it has beea handed
down from one toanother,agreeably
to the will of God, for the accom-
plishment of his parposesand the
benefit of the humau family. He
has given unto us a very good and
perfect organization; quite 'as per-
fect [ think,and I am prepared to
say, as any organization that éver
existed upon the face of the earth.
And it is in eed reasonable’ that
gsuch an organization should now
exist, for we are living }n what is
called the dispensation of the fall-
ress of times; and it embraces all
other dispensations that ever did
exist on the earth, It embraces also
all the powersand privileges, righ
keys and priesthoodsever known to
man.

In relation to organizations, there
has been a great deal of careless-
ness exhibited in many instapces;
we have failed to sense the im-
portapce of the serious responsibili-
ty that attaches itself to this priest-
hood,this aelegated power of heaven,
We have found moie or Jess confu-
sien among the churches wherever
we have gone; and hence the wis-
dom manifested by the President in
requesting a more perfect organiza-
tion seems the more to be appreciat-
ed, because of the neeessity that
exists for improvement, Says Lhe
Lord, *“Without the ordinances
thereof, and the authority, of the
priesthood, the pewer of godiiness
is not manifest into man in the
flesh; for without this no man can
see lila face of God,even the Father,
and live.”” The Lord having given
unto us this divine law and reveal-
ed certain principles unto us, he ex-
pects us to govern ourselves accord-
ingly; that every ordinance in con-
nection with the priestbood may
be administered properly and in ae-
cordance with his law. We find
many departures however from
this law. In the bishopric we find
many irregualarities. In some in-
stances we have found that a Bishop
has no counselors, in others he has
had one counselor perhaps, and

-
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Bishop with two eoun<elors, but he
himself not ordained to the office,
but had only been appointed, and
| in some jnstances we have found
that the counselors &have not been
preperly authorized and qualified
to act in their calling. \Yhereas
there is a law regulating these
things which we bhope to comply
with. Every Bishop should, be
first ordained a High Priest, and
then set apart to the bishopric by
the proper sauthority; and the

1

|

the Liord has restored the everlast-

authority through their faithfulness

now but hereafter. And when |

sometimes we have found the|

| Bishop’s councelors, if notj already |

ommon judge in Israel which per-
E}ﬂ..ﬁ?ﬂ his, Ward. They are then

properly authorized to act in this
Eﬂpaeily and they ought to be up-
eld and sustained in the
they occupy, and in all of their
| deings, inasmuch as they are char-
acterized byrighteousnessand sound
|judgment, and as the scriptures
| say, with humility and faith and
Jong-suffering and wisdom, and ae¢-

Presidents of the Stakes, in their| cording to the principles laid down
turn are presided over by the First | in the
thus | ants, which the Spirit of God would

ority | dictate to men occupying such a
in their various organizations and | position.

ok of Doctrine and Coven-

_And then if there is an appeal
from this court it goes to the High
Council which is also composed of
High ’riests, set apa
by the FKirst Presidency or the
Twelve to be presided over by the

We have frequently heard tbhat| Presidency of the Stake. For the
“Order is heaven’s first law.” In|lack of this more perfect organiza-
ne earthly government is there so|tion all kinds of confusion has

prevailed among the brethren in

and kingdom of God, and for that|many instances; all kinds of little
we are ivdebted to the revelations | differences are taken to the High
The office of the priest-| Council which ought to be taken to
People some- |

the Bishop’s court.
times quarrel about little things,
very trivial affairs that do not rep-
resent more than ten or twenty
dollars in monetary matters, and
they are not satisfied unless the
High Courecil try such cases. And
what is the resull? Instead of hav-
ing these little matters settled by
the Teachers or Bishops in their
own Wards, they occupy the time
of the fifteen men composing the
Council, besides their own and that
of the witnesses, who generally
number from five to fifteen. Bat
these men work for nothing and
| board themselves, and therefore it
costs the disputants nothing for the
adjudication of their differences,
whereas in such cases the High
Council would prefer to put their
hands io their pockets and pay the
amount in dispute rather than
listen to their nonsense. And it
would seem that some men are =0
inconsiderate; that they would im-
pose upon them, because they are
willing to give their time,

Such cases should not come before
the High Council; they more
properly belong to the lesser priest-
hood, to the Priests and Teachers
and to,the Bishop’s court.

Such men do not realize their
position before God and their breth-
ren. If men have differences they
should try to settle them amieably
amnong themselyes. But if they
cannot do this, let them take the
first steps as directed in the Church
Covenants, Jet them then come to-
gether as brethren haviog a claim
upn the Spirit and power of God
which would attend them if they
lived their religion, and then, pro-
vided the Priests and Teachers did
their daty and were filled with wis.
dom and the spirit of their office
and calling, nively-nize cases out
of every hundred might be satis-
factorily settled without. either
troubling the Bishop’s court or the
High Council. But because these
duties of the lesser priesthood are
not faithfully performed or suffici-
ently estimated, they are not carried
out accotding to the laws Jaid down
for our government and thus many
of these differences and difficulties
exisl in our midst.

. When the church is organized in all its
various departments with the President at
the head, the Twelve in their place, the
High Priests,Seventies and Elders in theirs,
together with the Bishops and lesser priest-
hood, the local aids and rnments cach
acting in his appointed sphere and calling,
and all operated upon and influenced by
the Holy Spirit, then the whole becomes
as the bedy of a man, sound and complete
in all its members, and everything moves
harmoniously and pleasantly along. For

the body, we are told, has not one member
but many; ‘‘And the eye cannot say unte
the hand, 1 have no need of thee: nmﬂn
the head to the feet, I have no of
you;" but every man in his place, acting in
his office and ealling. And there is as
much devolving upon the priests, the
teaghers and deacons and those of the les-
ser priesthood as there is upon any other
members of [the church. When they do
not fulfiil their duties, what is the result?
People go to the Twelve, or to the First
Presidency, theg pass the more immedlate
authorities, and confusion and disorder
exist, and valuable time is occupied almost
needlessly, and those who will work
work until they are broken down ready to
ceaec their carthly Jabors, and all this for
the want of men’s knowing their duties
and doing them,

But while we are coniending over little
thinge what bcecomes of us? VWe are
losing sight of our callings, we forgel
that this kingdom was established upon
the earth for the puapoee of imfroducing

position |

rt to this office, |
. D21 Ehese it Soslin

|

| course we¢ are

may | Lord.

expected, every one of us, to perform the

varieus duties and responsibilities devoly-

ing upon us., If we neglect them are we
before God? Whence come the
dificulties that we have in our midst? Be-
cause as I have sald in many instances the
priesthood do not perform their duties,
are not vigilant and faithful. The Teach-
ers sometimes come to visit us and some-
times they do not. I do not know how it is
with you, but they rarely visit me. When
they do come, am I pleased to see them?
Yes. Iecall my family together, and then
addressing the Teachers I say to them:
“Brethren, we are all very glad to sce you,
we are ready to listen to you and if you
have any instructions for us we shall be
happy to hear you.” These arc my feel-
ings with regard to mea who act as Teach-
ers. And are they prepared to teach me?
Yes. If I bhave been negligent or careless,
they will enquire into it; and the same
with the members of my family. Or are
existing among any of
the members of the household; or between

| them and our neighbors. it eo, they

should find out. Itis their business to
know whether I and my family are living
our religion er not; and the same wilh
everybody else’s family in the church, Baut
how is it cow? They come perhaps once
in three months, or nine months as the
case may be. And when they docome
they have a few words and questions
whl’ch, to say the least, are very formal.
Is that tke spirit and calling of a Teacher?
No! They should be full of the light and
revelation of God, quick to discover every-
thing and know everybody and their
standing in their jurisdiction. And they
would too if they performed their duties
and were faithful to the welfare of the
people. What is the result? The wards
are not attended to. What follows? We
have drinking in our midst. Yes, Elders
and High Priests and Seventles are tempt-
ed to drink and humiliate themselves be-
fore God and the peeple. 'We have others
that break the Sabbath, and others that
swear and blaspheme the name of God.
We have others that lie and cheat. And
who pays any attention to it? Some think
it would not be polite to attend to some
of these matters; but I tell you God will
take hold of them by and by, and they
will know whether he wiil be pelite or not.
If a 1aan does wrong, let him be held ac-
countable for that wrong, no matter who
be may be. If he cheats, bring him np;
if ke lies, let him be treated as a liar; if he
breaks the Sabbath bring him to an ac-
count for it; let the proper officers of the
church see that they do their duty, or God
will not hold them guiltless. Let all the
Eilders, the Priests, Teachers and Deacons
and ether officers thoroughly and faith-
fully perform their duties, and then we
will see whether there is any power in Lhe
priesthood or not; then we will know
whether the blessings of the Lord attend
the ordinances or not; then we will know
that God rules in Israel, and that the
henest in heart, the truthful and thoze
who love righteousness are in reality his
people, and that they will maintain the
right and pu% the church from evil of
every kind. ¢ do not want to become
rtakers of other men’s sins; the First
residency will not, neither will the
Twelve; the Bishops should not, for God
will require it at their hancs.

God intends to build up achurch here
after the pattern of the one that exists in
heaven, and to come down and associate
himself with man upon the earth. Are
we prepared? No, Shall we be by the
oing? Never, while the
world stands. Therefore we are going
forth and wherever we find things disor-
ganized, we organize them, and then call
upon the various organizations to per-
form their daties in fidelity, honesty and
faithfulonese, that every man may be felt
after to the utmost extremity of the Ter-
ritory, that it may be known what they
are doing, whether they are for God and the
priaciples of truth or met. We donot
want any more ‘‘Good Lord and good

| devil:” the line will be drawn and we will

know who is for the kingdom and who is
not. If we do not those things which are
required at our hands, what is the use of
our profession! Why should men whe do
not want to do right, who break the Sab-
bath, who steal, defrand and lmpose upon
their neighbors, why should they
the feillowship of the Saints? Do you think
they will get into the kingdomn of God?
No. We read of ten virgins, five of whom
were wise and five were foolish; and 1
think both the wise and the foolish ones
gotl into rather a bad condition—they went
to slcep. By and by, at midnight, the cry
was heard, “Behold, the bridegroom com-
eth; go ye out to meet him,” Then they
all awakencd, rubbed their eyes a little, 1
suppose, looked around for their lamps,
scme of which ined oil and some
were empty. Those who had no oil in
their lam went to those who had, re-
questing thein to give them of thelr oil,for
their lamps had gone out. But those who
bad oil bad nooe to spare, and the foolish
were told to go to those who sold oil and
buy. When the bridegroom came those
who were ready went in with him to the
marriage, and the others did not, and—
that'sall. We might as well Jook at
these things esquarely and sce how we
stand, and what our position Is before the
“Be not deceived. God is not
mocked; that which a man sows he will
reap; if we sow to the fiesb, we shall of
the flesh reap corruplion; if we sow to the
gpirit, we shall reap life everlasting.”

Why should men who do not wani to
do right stop in our midst? If I did not
want to be a Latter day Saiut, I would
say, Gentlemen, I will leave yon, sucecess

toyou.” Butthen I do not know whatl

When these organizations arecompleted
there will be & president with two coun-
selors, and they will preside over all other
councils in the Stake. And it will be ex-
pected thatall the others under Lheir presi-
dency will listen to their counsels; and it
will be expected that they will listen to
the instructions ef President Young and
the Twelve. And itis then expec that
the Priests, Teachers and Deacons will
hearken to and obey the counsel of their
Bishop; and it (will be expected that the
ple will listen tothe wvoice of their
riests and Teachers and those whose
business it is to leok after their interest
and welfare. We are now approaching
a very important stage in the history of
this latter-day woak:; we may L:‘ytn dig
around ounr duties and m‘gon bilities,
but we have to meet them. e bave got
to walk according to the laws of God, or
abide by the result for not doing it. God
expects these things at our hands, and
they are things which we have a right to
expect frem one arother; it is expected
that we all will do our duty, and God the
Father of Jesus and all the eternal priest-
hoed in the heavens expect Lthe Presidency,
the Twelve, the Preeidents of Stakes, the
high Priests, h Councils, the SBeventies
and Elders, the Bishops, Priests, Teachers
and Deacons and all the priesthood and
{ all the people to be governed by the lawof
God and to help faithfully to build Zion
and establish the kingdom of God. That
we may be one in all things temporal and
spiritual; that we may be welded and
noited together on earth and not only on
the earth but in the heavens also. This
is what the whole thing points to, that the
priesthood on the earth should operate
and co-operate with the priesthood of
heaven in the accomplishment of the pur-
poses of God. We are bullding temples
that we may labor therein for ourselves
and also become saviors on Mount Zion.
How can we operate with the priesthood
of heaven unless we are governed by the
riesthood God hus given us on the earth?
e cannot do it: we must be governed by
the laws and principles he has revealed for
our guldance, and for our salvation. And
that God may help us to do his will and
perform the work given us todo, is my
prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

cuurt*

BY TELEG RAPH.
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HELENA, Mont., 13.—A dispatch
from Pleasant Valley, Idaho, says,
this morping, the driver and a pas-
senger in on the stage from north,
to-night, report that a messenger
came in from Horse Prairie when
they left Lovell’s Station this mor-
ning, and reported that Pierce
Brothiers’ ranche was burned, and
fiting was heard in the vicinity. It
is twenty miles from Lovell’s Sta-
tion.

WASHINGTON, 13.— The cattle
plague committee ef the British
House of Commons have agreed to
recommend that all importations
from Germany, Russia and Belgium
be absolutely prohibited; that the
cattle imported from other coun-
tries be Killed at the place of Jand-
ing; that all movements of cattle
in infected districts be prohibited;
that infected farms be subjected to
quarautine; that compensation for
pleuro-pneumonia be the same as
for the cattle plague. Notwith-
| standing these stringent measures,
the disease is on the increase in
Londoun and its environs.

PHILADELPHIA, 13.—A four mile
swimming rcatch between Thomas
Coyle, of Chesler, and Geo. H.
Wade, of Brooklyn, resulted in an
easy victory for Wade by two and a
half minutes,

CLEVELAND, O, 13.—The 15th
annual session of the Supreme
Liodge of the Knights of Pythias of
the World, commence their sessions
in this ecity, to-merrow. - About
5,000 knights will be in attendauce,
Hesides the regular business of the
session, the loeal committee has
made arrangements for receptions,
paira].dm, excursions, and a prize
drill

NEW YORK, 13.—At a meeting of
the Executive Committee of the
National Rifle Association, this af-
ternoon, the BSecottish protest was
laid on the table. The president
said the Scotch team should have
protested in January, 1376, when
the dispatch saying that the Eng-
lish, Scotch, or lrish or mixed
team would be accepted, was sent
to lreland. The president was au-
thorized to arrange to pass the
English teams’ eflects without ex-
amipnatiou by the Custom House
authorities, and the.team 'was also
granted the privilege to use the
Creedmore range for practiee when-
ever they desired prior to the
match, ; _

GALVESTON, 13.—A special from
Rio Grande City says, at one o%clock
this morning fifteen men from




