—

Sl

TEET DESERET NEW S.

dJune 17

SFerEe

_'

—

DISCOURSE
ELDER JOHN TAYLOR,

DELIVERED
At the Adjourned General Conjfer-
ence c¢f the Church of Jesus
Chyist of Latter-day Saints, held
in the New Tabernacle, Salt Lake
City, Thursday Morning, May
ith, 1874.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

Tuose things which we have been listen-
ing to are of very great importance to the
Latter-day Saints. Situated as we are,
enterfaining the views that we do, in pos-
session of the light and intelligence that
have been communicated unto us, we
stand, in these respects, in an entirely dif-
ferent position from that of the world with
which we are surrounded; and, as has al-
ready been stated, it is necessary thatwe
begin to reflect a little upon that which
has been revealed to us, that we may nn-
derstand our position and relationship to
cach other, the duties and responsibilities
ihat devolve upon us as fathers, as moth-
ers, as children, as clders of Israel, and in
all the various relationships of life, and
that we may comprehend the requirements
made of us by our heavenly Father.
Some of those things whi:h have be n pre-
sented before us are obvions to every re-
flecting mind, there is nothing etrange,
anomalous or peculiar about toem; they
arethinge which have been more or less
advecated by different sta esmen among
the various nations of the earth, and, ae-
cording to circanmstances, they have been
adopted, more or less, by a groat many
people,and we, the Latter-day aints, have
approached nearer to them than muny of
us seem to have any idea of. There would
not be time, at present, to enter into an
cltborate detail of the various plans, ideas
anl workings involved in the principles
wh ch have been presented 1efore us this
morning; but in taking a cursory view of
our position we shall tind that it is very
different from that of auy other people.
We have already carried out a great many
of thuse things which have been referred
to, that's, a great many of us have; not
all. The position that we have occu ied
in this nation, in the states of - issour
and Illinois, and in the varions countries
of those states, and the history of this
people has been a very peeuniiar one. It is
true, as has been said, that if we wonld
give up our religion, and act and feel as
others act and feel, we should he hail
fellows well met with the world, and we
could have the fellowsh p of the devil and
all his imps. We could have this all the
time if we would conform our ideas to
theirs. But what are their ideas? Who
can deseribe them? They are simply a
babel of contrarieties, centradictions, con-
fusion, ignorance, darkness, speculation,
mystery, folly, vanity, erime, iniquity and
every kind of evil that man ecan think of,
and if we were willing to join in with this
it would be all right, and we should be
hail fellows well mct. But we do not pre-
pose to do that. God has epoken from
the heavens: the light and intellicence
which exist in the eternal worlds have been
communicated, the heavens have bheen
opened and the revelations of God given
to man,-and we have participated in them
i1 part, and the light thus received has en-
abled us to look atthe world as it is; it
has opened to our view the vislons of eter-
nity. It has made usacqnainted with our
God, with the principles of truih, and we
would not barter that for all the world
has to give us. We rejolce, therefore, and
thank God fur the light and intelligence
that he has communicated to ns, and so
far we have measurably been one, and we
could not have helped ourselves and pre-
vented it, if we had desired to, for the
world was determined to make us one, or
make hypocrites of us, like themselves;
one of the two. We had either got to be
one or deny the principles that God has
implanted in every honest man’s soul, and
we would not do that. ~o man will bar-
ter his independenece, no man will barter his
convictions, mo man, who is intelligent and
honorable, will barter his relizion or his
politics at the caprice of any other man.
God has implanted certain prineciples in
man, and as long a8 manhood is retained
they can not be obliterated, they are writ-
ten there as in lettlers of living fire, and
there they will remain so long as we retain
our manhood and standing hefore Ged.
What has been the result of this, so far
as it has gone?! Why, when the people in
Missouri proposed that we should live
among them in peace if we would leave
our religion, did we do it? Not quite.
What did we do? We clung to our reli-
gion. And what did those honest, gener-
ous, g&;lﬂﬁ, intelligent, Christian people
do? bbed us of nearly all we possessed,
and with the balance we agreed to help
one another to get to some place where
men could worship God accoiding to the
dictates of thelr conseience, if such a
place could be found in republican Ameri-
ca. Well, we left. Did we unite? Yes,
we did; and every man that had a team, a
wagon, two, three or four herses, two,
three, four, five or six yoke of cattle, or
bread, money er clothing distributed
among his brethren, and we helped one
another ont until everv man whe wanted
to leave bad left. There might have been
a few miserable ‘‘skeezeks,” such as we
have among us here, a few miserable
hounds left, but what of them? Why,
nothing at all, they did not think anything
of themselves and nobody thought any-
thlvtérg of them
e commenced again in Illinois, just on
the same principle. There we built a tem-
fnle and performed the ordinances of God
his house; there we attended to our sa-
craments, entered into our covenants, and
commenced anew to worship God a>cord-

.

and thereagain we found a lot of Chris-
tians, just the same as in Missouri, who
did not like our rellzion. Said they—
“‘Gentlemen, we do not like your relizion,
but if you will be like us you can live
among us; if you do not believe and wor-
ship God as we do you can not stay bere.”

Well. we could not guite come it t en, any
more than we did befi.re; and they killed
Joseph Smith and Hyrum sSmith, burnt
our houses, destroyed our property, and
let loose mobs upou us, and deprived us of
the rights of American citizens; and finally
we had to leave the Stutes and come out
among the red men of the desert, that we
might find that protection among the sav-
aves that Christendom denied us. How
did we get here?r We helped one another.
In the temple that we had erected, and
dedicated to the Most Hugh God, we lified
up our hands hefore Ged and covenanted
before him that we would help one anoth-
er to leave that land so long as there was
one left in it who desired to lesve. Did
we keep this covenant? We did. Why?
Becanse we felt an interest in the welfare
of our brethren, we believed in our reli-
glon, in buiiding up of the kingdom of
God and in carrying out bis purposes and
designs. The Christiuns object to all this?
Of courge they do, but who ecares about
them? Ido not, not one straw; we have
had so much of their tender mercies, that
they take no effect now upon us. Again,
we pay our Llithing. Some may enquire—
““Do not the priesthood rob you?”’ I do not
know, I do not think we are robbed ver
much or that we are very much injured.
We do not do enongh of it to be injured
very much, we are something like what
the boy said of his father. A man asked
a boy—‘“Are you a Mormon?' *‘‘Yes,”
“Is your father a Mormon?? Said the
boy—*‘Yes, but he don’t potter much at
it.”” There are a great many of us who do
not potter much at it, but still we make
the attempt.

What have we done since we came heret
Before the railroad »as made we gent from
here, year after year, as many as five hun
dred teams to help the poor who were una-
bie to help themselves. Hence you see
that a good deal of this nunity of action has
been earried out among us, but we have
only pottered a little at it, we havenot got
right into the matter, only in part.

Our iadies’ relief and other secieties and
organizZations have done a good deal of
this kind of thiug, and they are looking
afier the interesis of the poor, the widow
and the fatheriess. What is the business
of our bishops? Why, to attend to these
things. Do they do it? They do. And
then, if there is any enterprise, or any-
thing required, the people are ready to
take hold and do it independent, say, of
these covenants we have heard spoken of,
A short time ago, in St. George, they com-
menced to build a temple. Men were
called npon [rom diflerent parts, some
from this city, a great many from Sanjete
Conty, and from the different settlements
to o and assist, down in that locality in
hullding the temyple. Did they doit? Yes.
Was there much gruntingaboutit? I have
not heard that tuere was., I happened to
be in a meeting a short time ago, and it
was said they wanted alittie means to hel
to elothe these men and to farnigsh them
certain things, and in a very little while
there were some ten or twelve hundred
dollars subserited, without any grunting.
There is a feeling of gympathy in the
hearts of Latter-day Saints towards one
another, and for the upbuilding and ad-
vancement of the kingdom of God. But
yet some of us are a little startled when
we hear about uniting our properties, &e.
I am amused sometimes to see the mani-
festation of feeling by some on this sub-
ject. We have been praying a long while
that we might go back to Jackson County
and build up the centre stake of Zion:
that we might enter into the United Order
of God, and be one in both temporal and
gpiritual things, in fact in ever)thing, yet
when it comes along it startles us, we are
confased and hardly know what to think
of it. This reminds me of an anecdote,
which I will relate to you. Among the
passengers on 4 steamer crossing the At-
laniic, was a very zealous minister who
was all the time preaching tothose on board
about the glory and happiness of heaven,
and how happy they would all be when
they got there. During the voyage a very
heavy storm arose, and the vessel was
drifted from her course and was in great
danger of striking on a reef of rocks. The
captain went to examine his chart, and af-
ter a while returned with a very sorrowful
face, and sald—*TLadies and gentlemen, in
twenty minutes from this time we shall all
be in heaven.” *“‘God forbid!" gaid the
minister. Many of us are a good dea!
like this minister; for years we have been
talking about a new order o1 things, about
union and happiness, and abeut going back
to Jackson Countv, but the moment it is
presented to us we say—*‘God forbid.”
But then on sober, second thought, an-
other feeling scems to inspire us, and
wherever we go a spirit seems no rest upon
the people which leads them almost unani-
mously 10 embark in fhese things: and
when we reflect, saying nothing about our
religion, anextended system of co-opera-
tion scems to agree with every principle of
good common sense. Is there anything
extraordinary or new in the doectrine that
it is well fora community to be self-sus-
taining? Why, the Whigs, you know, of
this countiry, have contended on that prin-
ciple from the time of the organization of
the government, and they have sanctioned
it and plead in its behalf before Congress,
in political caucusses, and before the peo
ple up te the present time. There isnoth-
ing new in the doctrine nfa people beine
gelf-sustaining. The fir 1+ Napoleon intro-
duced into France wli:' is known as the
“Continental system,’’ which encouraged
the prodnetion of all necez=ary articles at
home, and it is the resnlts of this system
which to-day gives stability to France and
has enabled her after the severe irinls of
the late war to pay off her indebrerness

and stand independent among the nations.

ing to the dietates of our own consciences,

Now, for instance, we require a great
many things in connection with human
existence. We need beots and shoes,
stockings, pants, vests, coats, hats, hand-
kerchiefs, shirts, we need cloth of various
kinds, and dresses, shawls, honnets, &e.,
and in every reflecting mind, the question
natarally arises, Is it better for us to make
these things ourselves at home, or to have
somehody abroad make them for us? Is
it better for each man to labor separately,
as we do now, or to be organized so as to
make the most of our labor? We have a
large number of hides here in this Terri-
tory, what do we do with them Fenera.lly?
Send them to the States. We raise a large
amount of wool here,what dowe dowithit?
We export a great deal of it to the States.
Wehave got & large amount of excellent
timber here, what do we de for our furni-
ture? Wesend to the States for a great
deal of it. Where tlo we get our pails and
our wasghtubs and all ourcooper ware from?
We send to the States for it. Where do
we get our brooms from? From the States,
and so on all the way through the cata-
logue, and millions on millions of dollars
are & nt out of the Territory every year,
for the purchase of articles, most of
which we could manufacture and raise at
home. This is certainly very r ccono-
my, for we bave thousands and thousands
of men who are desirous to get some kind
of employment, and they cannot get it.
Why? Becauseother people are making
our shoes, Lats, clothing, bonnets, silks,
arlificial flowers, and many other things
that we need. This may do very well for
awhile in an artificial state of soclety:; but
the moment any reversecomes that kind
of thing is u&\s.et, and all our caleulations
are destroyed.

I believe in organizing the tanners and
having the hides tanned at home. When
the hides are tanned I believe in organiz-
ing the shoemakers, and manufacturing
our own shoes and boots. I believe in
keeping our wool at home, and in having
it manufactured in our own factories, ana
we have got as good factories here as any-
where. They should .work up all the
wool in the country, and if there is not
enough raised to keep them running, im-
port more. Then I believe in organizing
men to take care of our stock—our cattle
and sheep, and increasing the elip of
wool, that we may have enough to meet
the demands of the whole community.
Then, when ourcloth is made, I believe in

cntting down the timber, framing

organizing tailors’ companies to manu-
facture that cloth into clothing—pants,
coats, vests and everything of the kind
that we need. Then for our furniture, 1
believe in going into the mountains, and
it into
proper ghape, and then manufacturin
the varions articles of furniture that we

need: if we require jancther kind of tim-

2| by law; and any

e

me that they pay their men ecvery Satur-

day night; they have a money of their
own, and they pay their hands with it,
and thatis g for everything they re-
quire. And they make their arrange-
ments unitedly, and they operate together
for the general good.
they feel about this United Order?” “Oh,”
[ was told, ““Theyare ready for anythbing
that God may scnd along.” That is the
feeling among Lthe Saints, I beleve gener-
ally. I was,l think,at the biggest meeting [
everatiended inOgdcn city,along with rome
of the Presidency and Twelve and others,
and I never saw more unanimity among
the pe9lple on any question than on this
one. That big tabernacle was full and the

aisles were full, and everything was jam-
med to overflowing, and when a vote was
called nearly cvery hand went up I
thank God that his Splrit is operating up-
on the Latter-day Saints, and is leading
them to a union in regard tot things.
May God help ms, and 1 us in the
right path,in the name of Jesus, Amen.

Discussion in the U. S. House of
Representatives up m the bill for
the sale of Rush Valley Military
Reservation, May 23, 1874,

MR. COBURN, from the commit-
tee on military affairs, repoited a
bill (H. R. No. 3434) to provide for
the sale of the Rush Valley mili-
tary reservation, in the Territory
of Utah; which was read a first and
second time,

The bill authorizes the Secretary

to the Department of the Interior,
for restoration to the public domain,
the Rush Ralley military reserva-
tion, in Utah Territory.
Secretary of the Interior is to cause
the reservation to be surveyed and
divided into lots of such form and
such quantities of acres as shall be
calculated as far as ble to pro-
mote the
able division of the water-privileges
within the reservation; he is to
offer such lots severally at public
sale to the lowest [?] bidder, not be-
low the minimum price provided
lots left unsold
after such offering at public sale

ber import that, but make the farniture
herc. When we talk abont co-operation,
w have entered but very little into it; and
it has been almost exclusively confined to
the purchase of goods. There is not much
in that. I wish we would learn how to

roduce them instead of purchasing them.

wish we could concentrate our energies,
and organize all hands, old, middle-aged
and young, male and female, and put
them under proper directions, with proper
materials to manufacture everything we
need Lo wearand use. We have forgotten
even how to make gorgum molasses, and
our memories are Eetting short on other
puluts. We can hardly make a hat or
coat, ora pair of boots and shoes, bul we
have to gend to the States and import
these paper ones, which last a very short
time and then drops to pleces, and you
have your hands continually in your pock-
ets to supply these wants, and by and by
your pockels are empty. It is therefore
necessary that we right about face, and
begin to turn the other end to, and be
self-sustaining. :

The President said he would like “the
elders to give both sides of the question;
but there is only one side to this question,
and that is union in all our operations, in
everything we engagein. They started a
little thing like this in Box Elder County
sometime ago, and I was very much pleased
to see the way things went the.e. I have
spoken about it once or twice in public.
They have got their co-operative store, it
is true; but that is only a small part of it.
Sometime ago I asked them—*“You have
a factory here, haven't you?” <“Yes.”
“Well, do you sell your wool, send it to
the States to mix up with shoddy and
get 2n inferior article, or do you make it
up yourselves?' ““We make it up our-
selves”. “Then you don’t sell your wool,
and keep your factory standing jdle?.”
*No, we don’t, our factory has never siood
idie a day for want of wool gince it was
organized.” Said I—*That looks right.
What do yeu do with your hides? Do
you send them off?” *‘‘No, we have got a
very good tannery and we tan them, and
make them into leather for shoes, and for
harness and for other purposes.” ¢‘Ob,
indeed!” *“Yes, that is the way it is.”
“Weil then, what next?”’ “Why, when
we get our shoes made, we have a seddlers’
organization, and they make all the sad-
dlery and harness we want.” “And what
do you do with your cows? Do you let
!;hem run on the plains, and live or die,
Just as it happens, without making any
cheese or butter?’ “No, we have a co-op-
eralive dairy, and we haveour cows
that, and we receive so much from them
all the time, regularly.” *‘“Well,” said I,
*‘that looks right. And are you all inter-
ested in this?'? “Well, about two thirds
or three fourths of us are all engaged in
these matters.” “How about your store,
does it run away with the best part of it
“No,” “Does the factory get the cream
of it “No.” *“Does some keen finan-
cial man get Lis fiagers in and grab it?”
‘‘No, we are all mutually interested in
everything, the profits as well as the los-
ses.” [ have learned, slnce I was there,
that they have made it a great success.

Now then, if you can organize one lit-

done in the same way. I was talk
with President Lorenzo Snow, and he tol

tle thing in that way, everything can be

shall be held for disposal as other
public lands. Notice of such pub-
lic sale is to be advertised for sixty
days in two newspapers, one in the
capital of the Territory of Utah,
and the other at a point nearest to
the place of sale.

MR. CoBURN, I ask that the re-
port be read. The bill proposes a
peculiar subdivision, and the re-
port will show the reason why that
is recommended.

The report was read. It statesthat
it appears that the reservation is
no lenger required for military pur-
, and has not been since early
in 1869, when the Secretary of War
recommended that it be disposed
of as public land. This reservation
is situated in townships 4 and
5 south, of range 5 west, of Salt
Lake meridianand in the Territory
of Utah. These lands are some
thirty-five or forty miles seuthwest
of Salt Lake City and in a region
that is settled. The lands are yal-
uable on aeccount of streams of
water, and Rush Lake which is cen-
tral in the reservation. The letter of

partment of the Platte, dated De-

cember 20, 1873, shows that several

mills and other buildings have been |
erected on the reservation, and

that the water-courses and lakes

are of great value to smelters and

mill-owners. He says further that

the great wvalue of a portion of
this reservation will induce, if it
has not already induced, interested

parties to try and securea large
share of it without having a just
claim thereto, and that on account
of the scarcity
vicinity and its necessity to mill-
owners the lands as far as practica-
ble should be sold with a due regard
to the interests of all concerned,
and only after careful surveys and
divisons of the water-privileges
into small lots. These suggestions
seem to the committee reasonable
and well calculated to protect the
interests of the Government and
to secure fair dealing among set-
tlers. Unless some provisions of law
aro made to guard these interests
serious consequences may follow.

Mr. DUNNELL. I do not see that
the interests of the settlers are pro-
tected in this bill. The report says
that they should be protected, but
the bill provides no protection for
them. The same subject has been
before the comnittee on public
lands, if 1 am not mistaken.

Mr. COBURN. 1 wish to say in
answer to the gentleman from Min-
nesota that thess men, if there are
any of them there, haye encroached
upon this military reservation, and

Said I, ‘“How do

RUSH VALLEY RESERVATION.

of War to relinquish and turn over

The

Puhliﬂ interest by a auit.-,’

the object of the Lill is only to pro-
vide for such subdivision of the
land that there can be no monopoly
of this water-power on these water-
privileges there. These men are
not prevented, who may have gone
in and encroached upon the public
lands—they are not prevented from
buying, but it is expressly provided
the lands shall be surveyed and
subdivided with reference to these
water-privileges.

Of course men who have gone
there without authority of law can
have the same privilege as other
femnnﬂ to purchase. They certain-
y ought not to have any higher
privileges, because they bave gone
there with full notice that they had
no right to go upon these lands;
that it was the public domain; that
it wasa military reservation. W hat-
ever they make by having settled
there they make clear of the go-
vernment. There is no shadow of
right on the part of these men, and
they cannot complain of any of the
provisions of this bill. They are
allowed the same privileges as
others.

Mr. DUNNELL. [ wish to call the
attention of the chairman of the
Committee on Military Affairs
again to the letter of the Secretary
of War, saying that the rights of
these settlers should be protected.
I hold in my hand the bill now be-
fore the Committee on the Public
Lands, which reads as follows:

“That the Becretary of War is
hereby authorized to transfer to the
custody and control of the Secre-
tary of the Interior, to be restored
to the public lands, the abandoned
military reservation at Rush Lake,
in the Territory of Utah,and the
Secretary of the Interior shall
cause the same to be surveyed and
offered forsalein legal subdivisions,
at $1.25 per acre: Provided, That
the improvements owned by indi-
viduals on the lands hereby res-
tored befere the passage of thisact

shall be the sole property of such
individuals,who shall have priority
of right to purchase not exceeding
three hundred and twenty acres of
land in adjacent quarter-sections
containing and adjoining said im-
provements; and all of said Jands
shall be sold and disposed of for

cash only, and within the local
land office having jurisdiction of the
lands hereby restored.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, I offer this bill
as a substitute for the bill reported
from the Committee on Military
Aflairs.

The SPEAKER. Does the gentle-

man from Indiana yield for that
pu
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r. COBURN. [ decline to yield.
Mr. DUNNELL., [ wish to say a
word. It isin the history of many
of these military reservations that
settlers have been invited upon
them by the military commanders.

Mr. COBURN. Is that part of the
history of this military reserva-
tion?
MR. DUNNELL. I do not say it is
true in regard to this reservation.
MR. COBURN. 1 say it is not.
MR, DUNNELL. I know it to be

true in regard to many military

General Ord, commander of the De- |

of water in thelP

reservations that honest men whom
my friend from [ndiana denomi-
nated ‘‘squatters” have gone on
these military reservations in good
faith, have made farms and large
improvements; and  of all these
bills reported from the committee
on military affairs to-day, in not a
single one of them is there any pro-
vision for the protection of these
seltlers.

The gentleman says they are
““‘squatters.” He says they have
no rights. I say they have rights
in many instan¢es. There are im-
rovements on many of these res-
ervations which are very large and
valuable. In all other instances
we seek to allow, for these improve-
ments.

MRr. ALBRIGHT. How did they
acquire their rights upon these
military reservations?

MR. DUNNELL. I have said al-
ready that in many instances indi-
vidual settlers were not only allow-
ed to go upon these mwilitary reser-
vations but were invited there as
sutlers or mechanics.

MR. ALBRIGHT. Whatever rights
they have acquired are merely the
rights of tenants.

MR. DUNNELL. Our legislation
heretofore has had for its object to
rotect the settler, no matter how
e got on the 1:.pul:.rlir:. lands—to pro-
tect him as far as poscible in his
improvements. I say it 1s humane
and wise legislation.

Mr. LAWRENCE. I will ask the
gentleman from Minnesota whe-
ther these settlers bhave not made
 improvements which constitute a
large part of the value of lJand? -




