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THE DESERET

god we are created in the imarimage of
god he is our father and is it net
natural for children to love their father
then why are we not natural on the
other hand how unnatural it is to steal
to take that which belongs to somebody
elseeke and appropriate it to ourselves it
we had the faith of abraham we would
not do it abraham when his wife died
was offered a place where he might
bury her but he was so independent
that hebe 1declined to have it as a gift and
paidid torter it you remember the trouble
betweenCtween lot ard abraham because
they both had so much cattle they
agreed to separate and abraham told
lot to say which of the land he wanted
and he would take the balance well
lot took the best did he not was
abraham dissatisfied no why be-
cause he trusted in the lord iknouknowinging
he could provide for him and how
careful abraham was to pay his debts
how careful he was not to rob the lord
in tithes and offerings how careful he
was to bufilm fil every requirement and
every man that has the faith olof abraham
has this disposition he obeyed god
because he loved him and it was count
ed unto him frfor righteousness

now my belovedbeloved brethren and sisters
is it with us do we think that if

we can go to the temple and obtain
promises and blessings we are going to
charitinherit thosethese promises and blessings
when we are disobedient and despise the
being who has given these eternal con
ditions Wwhenhen our wivesives are sealedsealed to
US what is said these exaltations and
glorious conditions that were re ferre d to
yesier aay by president cagnon how are
theyihane to be obtained through your
faithfulnessfait s 0 O if wee are so dull of com-
prehension that we canerot consider the
great blessing that is conferred upon us
in havingbaving the privilege of these prom-
ises wee must be badccadyy under the influ-
ence of darkness and I1 would say to
sitall repent and turn unto the lord god
almighty with full purpose of heart cr
we will most assuredly be lost and the
nightht w illHI come and our souls will not
be saved because we shall have
despised the counsels of the almighty

I1 rtcognize jnn the first presidencypresideddeLCYcy
and the18apostles the representatives of
the lord jrjetus chrit and when we find
fault with them we find febuadut t with him
A friend of mine said to me the other
daydav bio her george I1 find that the
bre hren who read the DESERET NEWS
seem to be perfectly satisfied and in
pretty good condition I1 have seen a
pap r lately that 1I would4 not hhaveave inin my

11 housebouse on any condition and I1 wwouldu id
cans der a man my enemy who wouldwo uld
send such a paper to me I1 do nutnr t want
any literature that would defile mysychildrenaldren I1 want them to have lit grature
of an exalting tendency that will be of
benefit and god to them cultivating
faith and showing them the value of a
wtwell11 spent life

idolatry witchcraft hatred vavariancefiance emu-
lations wrath suitestrife

do we want to be under such baneful
influence god I1 think if there
ever was a people thatth dt required to10 re-
pent it is the lukewarm among the lat
ter day saints and I1 will tell you why I1
think so I1 travel sometimes wiwithth tthehe
first presidents of seventies and I1 hear
the complaints that are made that thetheyy
cannot get some seventies even to at
tend their meetings much less to mag-
nify their callingscallingi some elders are the
samiame they seem to have no interestinheresA

in the kingdom the presidents ask
what they are to do with such men they
have visited them time and again and
they will never do anything for shame I1

that men should have so little value of
priesthood or the everlasting
caples of the son of god and then ex-
pect thrones principalities and powers
oh what a disappointment all we
have is our time and how some are
wasting it A man that had the spirit of
the priesthood would want to be at his
meetings hebe would want to hear every
word that was said and be enabled to
understand every condition that was
needful for him to keep his armor
bright that he might be prepared either
to preach the gospel to the world or to
go into the spirit world do you not
think there is need of some repentance
and reformation of course if you do
not want this glorious resurrection ththereerg
may be no need of it but I1 want tb
impress upon every soul within the
sound ot my voice that if you want to
enjoy a glorious resurrection you must
love god and keep his commandments
and stop iniquity faultfindingfault finding and dis
satisfaction that produces doubt and
darkens the mind of some to such an
extent that they have eyes and see not
ears and hear not hearts and compre-
hend not the principles of life everlast-
ing

I1 want to bear my testimony to the
truth of that which was said yesterday
I1 am associated with the presidency of
this church and the apostles and I1 can
bear a solemn testimony that there are
not men upon the earth that love the
principles of righteousness and the heri-
tage of god manifested in the num-
bers of the church of christ more than
these men do I1 know they are the ser-
vants of the living god and I1 know
that the prayers of the saints are an-
swered upon their headsbeads when they pray
that they may indeed be prophets seers
and revelatorsrevelatory and that the blessing otof
almighty god may rest upon them I1
know they are seeking the interests otof
the kingdom of god and the establish-
ment 0of his righteousness and are en-
joying the inspiration of the almighty
I1 pray god that the spirit of repentance
may rest upon us that we may awake
fromfroin our lethargy and be prepared for
the second coming of christ amen

WITH SHERMAN IN CUBA

washington D C march irth 1897

4 T is now ten years almost to
a day since senator sher-
man invited me to make a
trip with him to the island ot
cuba mr sherman was
then president pro terntem otof
the senate and as such by
the death of vice president1

HeheadricksHec dricksEdricks hebe was the acting
vice president of the united
states now mr sherman is

the head of our state de-
partment

i a ap partment and one of the
J 0 0

a
QJ chief subjects with which he

P 0 I1 has to deal is cuba
the trip which we made had no diplo-

matic significance it was merely a
pleasure tour for fun and hektrest sher-
man was tired out fLer a hard session
ot congress and took a party of0 a half
dozen senators and friends along with

him he had with him some of the best
fellows who ever came to the united
states senate there were palmer of
michigan the philosophic millionaire
from detroit who was afterward minis-
ter to spain gen manderson olof oma-
ha who is now acting as the attorney of 1
the burlington railroad system Ugea
anson G mccook of new york then
the clerk otof the senate mr babcock
senator shermanashermansSher mans private secretary
and a half dozen ladies the wives
daughters and nieces of the united
states senators we spent some timotime
in traveling through the south before
we went to florida visiting charleston
savannah and other points senator
sherman was the life of the party liehetold numbers of good stories and en-
joyed himself like a boy out for a holi-
day it was the same with
palmer who now and then sang a
methodist hymn by way of variation
and with gen manderson who was
the most indefatigable of all our sight-
seers

we met with funny incidents very
where we arrived in Charcharlestonletan short
ly after the earthquake and senator
sherman was much interested in inves-
tigatingti the destruction which bbeatt
occasioned by it he asked many ques-
tions of the people concerning it I1 rre-
member one old colored woman withI1
whom he conversed ssomewhat0 as ffol-
lows

where were you auntie when abw
shock came

1I was in de church a praying 1 sahsabi w
the old replied

and did you not run autyout askea
senator sherman

no indeed I1 sahsab was toethel
hearty answer you see massa L
knowel I1 was a sight bearder heaven in
de church and I1 thought if I1 died 11IM4get there if I1 died outsideroutside pd
be bearder hell so I1 just stayed andlandi
axed the good lord to save me andnd hwhe I1

done it A

at this the whole party of us laughed
and the old lady doubled herself up iatoina
a yahl babl jahl as she went on

another story which we heard at this
time is especioespeciallyily applicable to the help
which the cubans need in their pirespresent
struggleae it was concertinconconcerningcernin an old no-m ne-m ne-
gro whoM0 was out in the fielafieldd in charles-
ton when the earthquake came at tilethe
first she ck he was frightened almost to
death and when the earth began to
shake and tremble be dropped down on
his knees and prayed

I oh lord come and help dis poh
oh lord come quick comocomes

ourboursellsellI1 D nt sen your son dis aia
no place for chillenchillenlI1

we left washington when it was boltl
and tormystormy when we arrived at lackjack-

i sonville the weather was like june the
senators went about without their over-
coatscoais and the ladies threw aside
sealskin sac ques we spent some time
at jacksonville and then took a I1
journey up ane st johns tibt r this is
one of the most wonderful astreastreamsms of
the united states near ja
it is like an arm of the sea the man
try brough which we passed was pic

y tropical L ve 0 ks and pal
MFmatiosalos lined tietae banks and we rode for-
n ile i through a jungle as dense as that
of the great dismal swamp it was
cool and peasantp basani in the evening and i

sunsets were the most gorgeousgorggorge ejusaus I1 nave
seen in any country As tiie sun began
to fall the wattwatersrs gradually turned erobb


