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taTHE gerrymander

IN his last message to congress
presidentident harrison saidmid 1 I have re
dently beenb advised that in one county
of a certain state three districts for the
cletionle tion of members of the legislature

are constituted as follows one has
population one and one 10
while in another county detached

noncontiguousnon contiguous sections have been
united to make a legislative districtstrictoi
this illustrates what is meant by the
term gerrymander and as applied to

apolitical apportionments is usually
adopted for party advantages by it
the democratic districts can be made
republican and vice verseversa too
enuch could not be said in condemna-
tion of the practice the word is pro-
nounced with a hard 0 and is derived
from the name of the politician gerry
who introduced the system

shortly after the great political revo-
lution in wisconsin about two years
ago thothe beul turetare enacted a new ap-
portionmentportion ment law said to hebe favorable
to the democratic party the repub-
licans were indignant and charged
the legislature with an attempt to steal
the state by gerrymandering the
democrats replied by saying that they
only adhered to the policy adopted by
republicansbe u blicaus since 1876

theth matter was finally taken to the
supreme court of the state and on the

dinst at madison the decision of
that tribunal unanimously declared
ahene law unconstitutional the
court advised that the governor
may convene an extrae sessionIs of
the legislature for the special purpose
of enactingng anewft new apportionment lawor
the districts may remain as they were
before th law pasted by the last
legislature

the decision is explicit and is
already attracting wide attention it
is based on the theory that the countycount y
lieIs the primal territorial unit of repre-
sentationsentation and that in the formation of

districts counties should not
be dismembered that isif no assembly
district can lawfully be formed which
embracesom braces territory in two or more
counties unless the whole of such
counties are included therein fract-
ions of two or more counties or one
county and a fraction of another
county cannot comprise a constitu-
tional assemblyamenably district which it is tiede
aided must be entirely bounded by
county lines the law in question
dismemberedcUa 20 counties

many democratsdemocrate asaa well as republ-
icans rejoice at the decisioncleionde and
both agreed in stating that gerry
mauderinemau dering prevailed previous
to the apportionment of the last
legislature it isie saideaid that governor
peckfeck will issue a call for a special ses-
sion to consider a new apportionment
measure in harmony with the decision
of the supreme court of the state of
wisconsin

IS IT PRESS censorship

A BILL of a rather peculiar characcharac-
ter is now pending in the house of
representatives at washington it
provides that the postmaster gegeneralnoral
shall have power to exclude from the
mallsmails newspapers containing the ad
vertisemento of medical specialists

the measure purports to aim at sup-
pressing the indecency sometimes em-
bodied in those advertisementsadvertisement and
for tbthisIs pupurpose tthehe posthaste rgenegeneral
is to be made sole arbiter in-
terpreterter preter and administrator of the
law the supposition is that the
bill tois inoinspiredtired by that wing of the
medical profession which is opposed to
advertising it must be admitted that
there is a good deal which Jsis repre-
hensiblehen sible in much of the advertising
matter pertaining to medical nostrumsnostrums
and patent panaceas for all the ills that
flesh is heir to but it is questionable
whether it would be a wise proceeding
to give the postmaster general absolute
authority in determining what is and
what is not indecent the bill aims at
a vital element in the revenue of news-
papers and if the from adver-
tising medical specialties were taken
away the prosperity of many a country
organ would be shattered

A GREAT LAWYERS WILL

THE late senator joseph E mc-
donald hadbad a national reputation as a
lawyer and legislator yet it appearsappear
that his last will and testament is
about to become the subject of a trial
in the courts which promisespromiees to excite
an interest that is without precedent
in the state of indiana by the
terms of the will mrs mcdonald
inherits the whole otor her hus-
bands property about worth
included toin this tois ita certain piece
worth ana it is claimed
that it was intended for the senatorssenatoris

children and grandchildren the will
does not so specify but the
allege that the will has been tam-
pered with the person who it is
supposed could settle this difficulty
mr hutchingsHutchinga a confidential clerk
is now in the lunatic asylum

the deceased senator married late in
life a very beautiful woman his
family did not indorse the marriage
and harmony does not prevail between
arb mcdonald and her stepchildrenstep children
the case excites unusual interest be-
cause of the prominence of the parties
it is a thousand pities that these differ-
ences have arisen and it is to be hoped
that a settlement will be arrived at
without further strife and publicitycity

progressive ANARCHISM

THE anarchists are alarmingly active
in paris they are making scientific
investigations with a view to discover-
ing a poison which cannot be detected
in- the human system the object of
this pursuit laIs to use on as a means
of murdering people condemned to
death by the conspirators the ground
of this proposal laIs that dynamite is not
sufficiently effective and its application
involves too much risk to the user
dynamite has not yet been abandoned
by the anarchists however ass the
bursting of a bomb in the house of M
bulot yesterday testifies the build
ing was wrecked and several people
were badly injured

if we merely read of such thingsthing in
history in place of their being curriancurrentontin
dentedentsci we would think that the times
lain which they occurred were thickly
impregnated with the mostacost horrible

features of barbarism seeingboeing they are
matters pertaining to the present they
are dismissed with a passing reflection
except perhaps by the people im-
mediately injured by them sooner or f

later it will dawn upon all people cap-
able otof serious thought that the subject
tois one that will some time affect the
whole civilized world from the fact
that social tois of carldrapid
growthgrowtli conditions of aR threatenthreateningng
character which were scarcely abothoughtOU btT
of and hardly anticipated twenty NIfive
years ago are now remarkably com-
mon

PAROWAN STAKE conference
0the quarterly conference of this

stake convened in cedar city taber-
nacle on sunday and monday march

and present on the stand
apostles john H smith and abraham
H cannon the stake presidency
bishops etc after the usual opening
exercisesexercises president thomas J jones
reported the stake anaa bei g in a pros
berous condition he hoped the Saints
would strive to remember and put in
practice the instructions given luringcuring

conferconferenceeime the various wards in
the stake were reporteddandand the reports
indicated that the saints are improving
both temporally and spiritually

the following speakers addressed the
confereeconferen e apostles john H smith
and abraham H cannon presidents
thomas J jones morgan richard jr
and francis webster and elder fariahuriah
T jones and many important subjects
were treated upon

the general and local authoritiesauthor ties
were presented and the following
changes made president thomas J
jones having with the consent of the
firstaratL presidency of the church re-
tired from the presidency of the stake
was honorably released by unanimous
vote uriah T jones was chosen and
sustained by unanimous vote asan
president otof the stake and mor
gan richards jr as first counsel-
or and francis webster as second
counselor in the stake presidency the
calling of bro uriah T jones to the
presidencyre s caused a vacancy in the
eibishoprich copric of the cedar ward which
was filledfailed by bishop carry making
choice of brother lehi W 3jonesones as
his first counselor he being sustained
by unanimous vote as was also the
remainder of the

the usual priesthood meeting waswag
held and business pertaining to the
otake transacted

on sunday evening the semiannualsemi annual
meeting of the sunday school union
was held superintendentSuperintendeni joseph H
armstrongArme trong reported the sunday
schools in the stake as in excellent
condition he appealed earnestly to
fathers and mothers to assist in encour-
aging the young and rising generation
both by precept and example

elder josjoe t wilkinsonWl lkinson and apos-
tles smith and cannon occupied the
remaining time in discoursing upon
subjects of great importance to the
young

the attendance at all the meetings
was good the singing was excellent
and the cedar city choir are entitled
to credit for the part they took in the
exercises

conference adjourned for three
months to meet in carowanparowanparowan

williaxWILLIAM H HOLYOAK
stake clerk


