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THE DESERET WELEEKLY.

the operations of the Sph'it,yct.nllnrelQum-ums in the Church whose de- | Btake; the Bishops of the Wards

by the same Bpirit. Buch also is
this Priesthood; although there are
many oﬂ’toes,_to each of which dif-
ferent duties are assigned, yetitis
but one Priesthicod, each and all of
its offices being necessary to n per-
fect system, as all the members are
necessary to n perfect body.

The gquestion which has been so
often discussed as to whieh of cerfain
offices in the Priesthood is the great-
est, can only beanswered by deter-
mining of which is demanded the
greatest amount of labor; the most
responsible duties to be performed.

If there is no unnecessary office,
ordination, calling or duty, belong-
ing to Pricsthood, then who shall
say that the oflice and Juties of a
Teaches are notas important ns those
of an Elder; or those of n Heventy
cqually ns necessary as those of nn
High Priest, and each of theso in
his res; ective calling asimportant
ad those of an Apostle? The one is
not without the other in God’s great
saving plan.

A careful consideration of the
duties nsaigned to the sovernl offiees
in the Church of Christ, would
show how wisely they have been
appropristed. In the Church was
placed first Apostles. And why?
Because it was made the duty of
that office to be a witness of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and- open the
door of the Kingdom by proclama-
tion of the (Gospel to all nations; to
demand of all people everywhere,
repentance and haptism for the re-
mission of sine; to become members
of the Church and Kingdom of
God. This preaching of the Gospel,
this calling to repentance, isthe frss
labor to be performed in nny and
every dispensation of God to man,
and it was infinltely proper that
those who were commissioned to do
this first work, should be placed
officially, first in the Church; such
ls the ollige of an A postle, nnd such,
in part, the duties of his calling.
The mere fact of an offlce being first
in the performance of official duty,
does not necessarily imply that itis
the greatest. 1ts labor may precede
the fullpess of the Church organlza-
tion, and prepare the way. Thus
did Johmr, the forerunner of Jesus;
the, one coming after belug greater
than the one that went before. The
entire body is greater than any one
member, and cach member must
answer to the body. There is no
office in the Priesthood that is not
aecountable to others; even though
it be that of the president of the
High Prlesthood.

The fact that there are three

gisions are equal when uunnimous,
implies a similnrity of authority,
and the possibility of llke calling as
existing with ench; but the acts and
authorlty of each can only be cxer-
eised in the nbsence of the higher,
and in their order. Inthe absenre
of the first presidency of three, the
next Quorum increased four-fold in
number, being egual to,—may suc-
cced the first. They always hold
the right of presidenoy abroad asn

within the Stakes, and their Coun-
selors, are all of the High Priest’
authority and calling; and asa body
or quorum in the Stakes of Zion their
duties may very appropriately come
undér consideration. It is of pe-
cessity that they mustbe performed.

As relates to the members of this

{ quorum, the president of the Stake.’

or the president of a Ward has 1o
higher Pricsthood than the morere
tired members' of the Quorunt-

traveling High Councll, but never |Such presidents are simply pl

at home when there is a presidency
of the High Priesthood there. It
would next require seventy of their
assistants to constitute a presideney,
competent to deelde In ail matters
that relate to the organization and
spirttun] welfare of the Church.

No one of these offices is alone in its

lin a position, by virtue of calling

where they can exercise the powers

of Priesthood for those under thelr.
care. The humblest member of the

Quorum is eligible tolike high call-

ing, and to the performance of like

high duties, if occasion requires.

| The question now arises, what are

authority; each of the others is co-|the duties to be performed by the
ordinate with 1. The standing| presiding authority ? The answer
High Counclls at the Stakes of Zion, | is, that itis no less than the rom-
are quornms with like authority, |plete salvation, temporally and
in Church affairs of the Stake as the | spiritually, of the members of ti®

quorum of the First Presidency or
the trveling High Council; subject
to revision by the First Presidency
with n council of twelve High
Priesta. This however, only in
affairs that relate to the Church In
its organized condition—not ns re-
Intes to the preaching of the Gospel
to the nations of the earth, which
specinl ministry -belongs to the
A postles, and the Beventiesas their
alds.

When those converted to the truth
are organized,thelr organization con-
stitutes government,—the Church
and Kingdom of God. As it is
written, “they who are faithful to
the obtaining of these two Priest-
hoods become the Chureh, the
Kingdom and the Elect of God.”
This government must be faithfully
administered to effectiiate the ssl-
vation of the prople. This duty and
Iabor in the economy of God haa
been laid upon High Priests,
whose calllng differs very essen-
tinlly from those of the traveling
High Councll nnd Beventivs. The
child having been born again by the
administrations of those authorized
to open the door und admit itinto
the family clrcle, must now be com-
mitted to parental eare—to prestden-
tial protection and guardinnship,
such asthe presiding genius of the
High Priesthood imparts to all its
reclpients.

These great and important duties
belong to the High Priests,—such

mein ns are here assombled this day. | such that there can be no Ind

Their office and calling is to preside.
Presidenta of Btakes and their
Counselors, the High Counci] of a

famlly, Ward or Btake to which &
president is assigned. The prest
dent of the Stake, by.and with th®
nid of his nesistants, must see thab
every Ward and every family unde!
his jurisdiction is secured im ité
rights and liberties under the Iaw of
God and to tiils end the law must b
cnforced; must not be violateds
neither must there be any negleck
or fuilure to comply with its condl-
tions. The duties of father to the
family are to a great extent, the
dotles of president to the peoplt:
He must see that their _splrituﬂl
wantsare provided for, and if neces
saty.open the heavens and obtain the
knowledge essential to the people™
welfare; and in the absence of lﬂ“'_
applicable to any condition thiat b3
arise, he must by npplication to the
proper authorlty, provide for overy
possible emergency.

Every offiee or calling of Pﬂ@:f
hood under his administration,
necessity, also has a presideut, whe
is held alike responsible to those 0V
whom he presides; in which positio”
he becomes an aid to the Priesth
of the Btake, as weil as a guandin?
of the rights and interests of th®
people. This distribution of
thority is necessary, that its viriu®
|and power may reach every IB*7
vidual member of the Church,
thie burden of lnbor be not requl
of only n few. i-

The legitimate results of the e
cient exercise of this nuthority &
qlllty
in the Chureh; no evil spealinis ©
hardness of fecling; no back-hit‘"i";
| no unrightecusness of nny J;ind




