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the operations of the spirit yet allare
by the same spirit such also is
this priesthood although there are
many offices to each of which dif-
ferent duties are assigned yet it tois
but one priesthood each andandallaau of
its offices being necessary to a per-
fect system as all the members are
necessary to a perfect body

the question which has been so

often discussed as to which of certain
offices in the priesthood is the great-
est can only be answered by deter-
mining of which is demandeddemandedthethe
greygreatesttest amount of labor the most
responsible duties to be performed
I1 if there isadis no unnecessary office
ordination calling or duty belong-
ing to priesthood then who shall
say that the office and duties of a
teacher are not as important as those
of an elder oior those of a seventy
equally asao necessary as those of an
high priest and each of these in
ahja respective calling as important
as those of an apostle2 the one is
not without the other in gods great
saving plan

A careful consideration of the
duties assigned to the several offices
in the church of christ would
show how wisely they have been
appropriated in the church was
placed first apostles and why
because it waswaa made the duty of
thatthai office to be a witness of the
lord jesus christ and open the
door of the kingdom by proclama-
tion of the gospel to all nations to
demand of all people everywhere
repentance and baptism for the re-
mission of sins to become members
of the church and kingdom of
god this preaching of the gospel
this calling to repentance is the first
laborlabortoito be performed in any and
every dispensation of god to man
and it was infinitely proper that
those who were commissioned to do
this first work should be placed
officofficiallylaUy first in the church such
is the office ofan apostleApoe tle and such
in part the dutiesdutie of hisbis callingug
the mere fact of an office being first
in the performance of official duty
does snotmot necessarily imply that it is
the greatest lie labor may precede
the the church organizerorganizarnizae
ajon and prepare the way thueithus
did john the forerunnerrunner of jesus
the one coming after being greater
dianthothan tho one that went before the
entire body is greater than any one
member and each member must
answer toi the body there is no
office tnin the priesthood that isin not
accountable to others even though
it be that of the president of the
high priesthood

the fact that there are three

quorums in the church whose de-
cisions are equal when unanimous
implies a similarity ofgf authority
and the possibility of like calling as
existing with each but the acts and
authority of each can only be exer-
cised in the absence of the higher
and in their order in the absence
of the firstpresidency of three the
next quorum increased fourfoldfour fold in
number being equal to may suc-
ceed the first they always hold
the right of presidency abroad as ait
traveling high council but never
at home when there Is a presidency
of the high priesthood there it
would next require seventy of their
assistants to consconstituteconstante a presidency
competent to decide in all matters
that relate to the organization and
spiritual welfare of the church

no one of these offices tois alone in its
authority each of the others is co-

ordinate with it the standing
high councils at the stakes of zion
are quorums with like authority
in church affairs ofthe stake as the
quorum of the first presidency or
the traveling high council subject
to revision by the first presidency
with a council of twelve high
priests this however only in
affairs that relate to the church in
its organized condition not as re-
lates to the preaching of the gospel
to the nations of the earth which
special ministry belongs to the
apostles and the Seventiesas their
aidsaide

when those converted to the truth
are organized their organization con-
stitutesutes governgovernmentmen the church
and kingdom of god As it tois
written they who are faithful to

the obtaining of these two priest
hoodshoida become the church the
kingdom and the elect of god
this government must be faithfully
administered to effectuate the sal-
vation ofthe people this duty and
labor in the economy of god has
been laid upon high priests
whose calling differs ververy essen-
tially from those of the traveling
high council and seventies the
child having been bom again by the
administrations of those authorized
to open the door and admit it into
the family circlearcle must now be com-
mitted to parental care to presiden-
tial protection and guardianship
such as the prepresiding genius of the
high priesthood imparts to all its
recipients I1

these great and important duties
belong to the high Priests such
men as are hereacre assembled this day
their office and calling is to preside
presidents of stakes and their
counselors the high council of a

stake the bishops of the wards
within the stakes and their coun-
selors are all of the high priests
authority and calling and as a body
or quorum in the stakes of zloy their
duties may very appropriately come
under consideration it is of ne-

cessity that they must be performed
ayAs relates to the members of this

quorum the president of the stake
or the president oiof a ward has no

higher priesthood thanihan the more WM
dred members of theflue quorum
such presidents are simply placed
in a position by virtue of callingcallia
where they can exercise the powepowers
of priesthood for those under theft
care the humblest member of thoti
quorum is eligible golike high can-

ing and to the performance of aw

high duties if occasion requiresrequirest

the question now arises what ia
the duties to be performed by tw
presiding authority the answeranaw
is that it is no less than the comcoitt

salvation temporally 0
spiritually of the members of abotb
family ward or stake to which a

president is assigned the pres-
ident of the stake by and with tbtha

aid of his assistants must see abathat j-
every ward and every family underunda
his jurisdiction is secured in
rights and liberties under the laironlav
god and to this end the law gustv

enforced must not be violate
neither must there be any neginegla
or failure to comply with its clcondiadt

eions the duties of father to 00
family axeare to a great extent thet
duties of president to the
he must see that their spirits
wants are provided for and if 5

sary open the heavens and obtain ta
knowledge essential to the koawl
welfare and in the absence of 18

applicable to any condition that OWnw
arise be must by application to 8
proper authority provide for evelev r

possible emergency
every office or calling of fa

hood under his 01

necessity also has ara president abaaf

is held alike responsibleto thotrofiofio
whom he presides inwhich i

he becomes an aid to the arlPriestbW V

of the stake as well as a guais
of the rights and interests of

people this distribution of
dhoritytyisis necessary that its alry

and power may reach every W
vidual member of the la11
the burden of labor be nottato
of only a few ar00the legitimate results of the
clent exercise of this authority
such that there can be no irlini
in the church no evil speaking
hardness of feeling no bacabback bbl
no unrighteousness 0off any klud

z


