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for the very purpose of showing
forth wehis power through him and
has he not said that he hardened
his heart that be might notdot let
israel go even though he beheld
the mighty miracles thet were per-
formed by moses and aaron 22

looked at from one standpoint
these passages of scripture would
seem to give color to the idea that
there tois foundation for this doctrine
of predestination and that before
the birth of esau and jacob there
had been a foreordination or a pre-
destination by which the lives of
the two meninen were determined and
the course that they should take had
been onla ined by jedglod sogo that each
had to follow a certain line of life to
accomplish his destiny

therho difficulty that many people
have in considering this subject is
that they confound foreknowledge
with foreordination because god
foreknewforeknowforeknew that esau would serve bisbig
brother he knowing the end
from the uebeginningginning it does notdot fol-
low that because of this foreknowl-
edge and because he revenrevealedled this
fact to rebecca it was his design
or that he had predetermined that
these children yet unborn should
each take the course that he did
esau and jacob had their agency
so with all of us yet our heavenly
father knows beforehand everything
concerning us and what our lives
will be there is nothing hiddenbidden
from or uiaunknownknown to him concern-
ing the earth and its inhabitants
everything that will take place is
known beforehand to him by the
spirit of prophecy therefore he pre-
dicts events that shall take place and
works that men and nations will ac-
complishcom he knew before these chil-
dren were born upon the earth the
course that both jacob and esau
would take and was able to foretell

aoto the mother that the elder would
serve the younger and that the
younger would be the greater and
the better man but says one
he says that jacob have I1 loved

and esau have I1 hated as
though god before they were born
bad loved one and bated the other
before they hadbad committed any act
to cause the feeling of love or to
prompt the feeling of hatred he
hadgad expressed himself in that man-
ner

this is not the case however
this expression was notdot made by
the lord before the birth of these
children it was malachi the last
of the prophets whose record in the
bible has come down to us who
made this expression concerning
these two men after they had
lived upon the earth after they had
accomplished their labors the
prophet malachiMalacbi in spsweatingeatingahing of
them and of the blessings that had
descended upon israel and speaking
by the spirit of the lord and for
the lord made this expression

jacob have I1 loved and esau have
I1 hated ff of coucoarseroe it was easy to
declare this then after they had
finishedfloished their work onoa earth there
was no impropriety in it for the
judgment was then pronounced
upon them the works of jacob
had been those which god loved
the works of esau had been those
of which god did not approve

therefore this could be said of them
with perfect proprietyN and impar-
tialitytia lity and without conveying the
idea that esau helpless in ththee
presence of a fate to which he had
been foreordainedfore ordained hadbad noBO alterna-
tive but to perform the works which
ceresowere so displeasing to the lord

in the case of phar oh the lord
raised him up tiono doubt for the ex-
press purpose of showing forth his
power liehe knowknew pharaoh before
he was bbornarn he knew his charac-
ter and spirit he knew that which
liehe would do therefore to show
forth his might and to accomplish
his pu poses not by taking away
PhapharaohsPhara agency not by compel-
ling him to do that which hebe did
but by leaving him to the free exer-
cise of his agency he spoke as he
did concerning pharaoh and de-
clared that he had raised him up
for that express purpose he placed
him on the throne of egypt at a time
when it waswaa necessary in order to
fulfilfulfill the predictions that had al-
ready been made respecting the de-
liverance of I1Israel from the bondage
of egypt I1 n order that the children
of israel might go forthwithforth with mighty
power and with the exhibition of
great miracles god so arranged and
prepared events that a spirit such as
this pharaoh was should occupy the
throne of egypt so that his glori-
ous ability to save his people and to
fulfilfulfill his word might be made maniman
festfeet to the nations of the earth and
that the story thereof should go
down through all the ages
of time to be tad as long as
there should be men upon the
eathea th to relate the story or to hear
it and in order too that his chosen
people the children of israel might
know that he had brought them
forth with mighty power antiand with
an outstretched arm that it might
never be forgotten by them nor their
children after them

but it was not that god fore
ordained thisthia man to commit this
wickednesswicked ness and to oppose his work
I1 would like you to clearly under-
stand that foreknowledge is one
thing and foreordination or pre
destination is another and there is
a great distinction between the two
they must not bpbe confounded one
with the otherether Is it not plain that
god does possess foreknowledgeforeknow lege
but does it necessarily follow that
because he knows that a spirit
when it takes a mortal tabernacle
will follow evil courses he ordains
that soul to that end or predestinespredestinedtines
him to hebe the wicked man he be-
comes suchbuch a doctrine is abhor-
rent to every principle of righteous-
ness and justice and to all that god
the father and the lord jesusjess
christ and the holy prophets have
said concerning our great creator
that men are foreordainedfore ordained there
can be no doubt entertainenterentertainedtai ned by those
who believe the gospel but not to
bedanbe damnedined every human beibeinglagisis
ordained to be saved if he will be
iff hebe is damned it is because he
chooses the eatn that leads to con-
demnationdem nation

and we know that all thinthingsa work to-
gether for good to them that lovelove god to
them who are the called according to hisbis
purpose

for whom he did foreknow hebe also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image

of his son that he might be the firstbornfirst born
amamong0n g

bovermanyany brethren
mmoreover0i whom he did predestinate

them he also called and whom hebe called
them he also justified and whom he justi
liedfled them hebe wooalso glorified

it is plain from these words of
paul that the lord by his fore-
knowledge saw that certain spirits
would love god them he did pre-
destinate to be conconformedformed to the im-
age of his son them he also
called them he also justified
they were doubtless foreordainedforeordained
to come forth and be ministers of
righteousnessri on the earth

thewe savior while in the flesh
chose twelve men to be his apostles
he ordained them eleven of them
were true and faithful men one of
them was a hypocrite and a thief
and afterwards a base traitor does
not our experience in this church
prove to us that judas might be all
this without being predestined to be
so vile have we not seen in our
day men violate the commands of
goilgod in what some might term
tittlelittle things and go on step by step
from oneode degree of sin to another
until they would betray the lords

and can any who were
familiar with such cases and who
watched the gradual descent of these
men to evil doubt for a moment
that they had their agency they
chose to commit sin they had their
agency in doing so they did not
repent and ththee most dreadful results
followed

god knew his son jesus christ
before he was born in the flesh
and he was ordained before the
foundation of theeartathe earth was laid
he was the lamb slain we are told
before the foundation of the earth
that is it was known that he
would be slain it was known that
fta generation would be found upon
earth at the time the savior came
who would be so hard in their
hearts that they would reject him
and crucify him god foreknewforeknowfore knew
this he predicted it we have
the record of it isaiah predicted it
with great plainness and other
prophets alluded to it moses pre-
dicted Vt at the lord would raise up
a prophet like unto himselfhino self re-
ferring to the son of god and in
the book of mormon we find a
great many predictions recorded
with the utmost plainness concern-
ing the life of the savior the perse
cautions that he should endure and
thehe death that he should suffer

this was revealed by the spirit of
prophecy god in his infinite
knowledgeenow ledge understanding and com-
prehendingpre hending the end from the begin
nigling knowing the hardnesshard ness of heart

of that generation inspired his
servants the prophets to i1 thisth is
and they foretold it with the utmost
accuracyaccuracy but you must not im-
agine that because of this those
who murdered the savior Aevereere pre
destinedlestinerlestined or compelled to do what

they did on the contrary they
did it because they wished to do it
in the exercise of their agency they
chose evil rather than good they
bated virtue they hated durity
full of the traditions of their
fathers they hated the son of god
and they haledbaled him to prison andana
to death

we must always remember that


