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for the very purpose of showing
forth His power through him; and
has He not said that He hardened
his heart that he might bpot let
Israel go, even though he beheld
the mighty miracles thet were per-
formed by Moses and Aaron.”

l.ooked at from one stundpoint,
these passages of Reripture would
seem to give color to the idea that
there is fouudation for this doctrine
of jnedestination, and that before
the birth of Esau and Jacob there
bad been a foreordiuation or & pre-
destination by which the lives of
the two men were determined, and
the course that they should take had
been or.lained by (God, so that each
hnad to fullow a vertaln line of life to
accomplish his destiny.

The difficulty that many people
have in considering this subject is
that they confound foreknowledge
with foreordination. Beeause God
forekpnew that Esau would serve his
brother Jacon, He knowing the end
from the Leginning, it does not fol-
low that because of this foreknowl-
edge and hecause He revesled this
fact to Rehecea, it was His design,
or that He had predetermined, that
these children, yet unboru, should
ench take the covurse that he did.
Esau and Jacob had their agency.
Ho with all of us; yet our Heavenly
Father knowsbeforehandeverything
concerning us and what our lives
will be. There is nothing hidden
from or unknown to Him concern-
ing the earth and its inhabitants.
Everything that will take place is
known betorehand to Him. By the
spirit of prophecy, therefore,He pre-
dicts events that shall take place and
worksthat nien and nations will ae-
complish. He knew before these chil-
dren were born upon the earth the
course that both Jacob and Esau
would take, and was able to foretell
to the mother that the elder would
serve the younger, and that the
younger would be the greater and
the better man. ‘‘But,’? Bays one,
“He says that ‘Jacob have [ loved,
and Esau have 1 hated’?—ay
though God before they were born
had loved oue nnd bated the other;
before they liad committed any act
to cause the feeling of love or to
prompt the feeling of hatred, He
had expressed Himself in that man-
per,

This is mot the case, however.
This expression was not made by
the Lord before the birth of these
children. It was Malachi, the last
of the Prophets whose record in the
Bible has come down to us, who
made this expression concerning
these two men. . Afiter they had
lived upon the earth, after they had
accomplished their  labors, -the
PP’rophet Malachi, in speaking of
them and of the blessiogs that had
desceuded upou [srael. and speaking
by the Spirit of the Lord and for
the Lord, made this expression:
“‘Jacob havel loved, and Esau have
I hated.”?” Of course, it was easy {o
declare this tben, after they had
finished their work cu earth. There
was Ny bupropriety in it, fgr the
jutigment was then pronounced
upen them. The works of Jacob
had been those which God loved.
The works of Esau had been those
of which Gud did not approve.
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Therefore this could be said of them
with perfect propriety and impr-
tiality, and without conveying the
idea that KEsau, helpless in the
presence of a fate to which he had
been foreordained, had wo alterna-
tive but to perform the works which
were go displeasing to the Lord.

In the case of Phar oh, the Lord
raised him up, 1 0 doubt, for the ex-
press purpose of showing forth His
power, ¢ knew Pharaoh before
he was born. He knew his charae-
ter and spirit. He knew that which
he would do. Therefore, to show
forth His might and to accomplish
His pn-pores—not hy taking away
Pharach’s agency—not by compel-
ling him to do that which he did,
but Dy leaving him to the free exer-
cige of his agency—He spoke as He
did concerning Pharaoh and de-
olared that He had raiged him up
{or that express purpose. He placed
him on the throne of Egyptata time
when it was necessary In order to
fulfil the predictions that had al-
ready heen made respecting the de-
liverance of Israel from the bondage
of Egypt. 1 norder that the children
of [srael might go forth with mighty
power aod with the exhibition of
great miracies, God so arranged and
prepared events that a spirit. such as
this Pharaoh was, should ocoupy the
throne of IEgypt, so that His glori-
ous ability to save His people and to
fulfil His word might he matie mani
fest to the nations of the earth, and
that the story thereof should go
down through all the ages
of time, to be tsld as luong as
there should ke men upon the
eath to relate the story or to hear
it; and in order, too, that His chosen
people, the children of 1erael, might
konow that He had briought them
forth with mighty power and with
an outstretched arm, that it might
never be forgotten by them northeir
¢hildren after them.

But it was not that God fore-
ordained this mau to commit this
wickednessand to oppose His work.
I would like you to clearly under-
stand that forekpowledge is one
tiring and fareordination or pre-
destination isanother, aud there is
a great distinction between the two
They must not be confounded one
with theother, Is it not plain that
Gnd does possess foreknowlege?
But does it necessarily fullow that,
because He knows that a spirit
when it takes a mertal tabernacle
will follow evil coursen, He ordains
that soul to that end, or predestines
hitn to be the wicked man he be-
comes? BSuch a doctrine is abhnr-
rent to every principle of righteous-
ness and justice and to all that God,
the Father, and the Lonl Jesus
€ hrist aud the holy Prophets have
anid concerning our Great Creator.
That men are foreordained there
can be no douht entertained by those
who believe the Gospel;, but not to
be damned. Every human heing is
ordained to be saved, if he will be.
If he is dammned, it ja because he
chooses the pato that Jeads to con-
demnation.

And we know that all things work to:
gether for good to them that love God, (ol
them who are the called according to his

purpose.
For whom he did foreknow, he aleo did

predestivate 10 e conformedd to the image |

of his Son, that he might be the firstborn
among many brethren.

Moreover, whom he did predestinate,
them he also called: and whom he crlled,
them he algo justified: and whom he jasti-
fied, them be also glorified.

It is plain from these words of
Paul that the Lord, by His fore-
knowledge, saw that certain spirits
would love God. them He did “‘pre-
destinate to be conformed to the im-
age of His Bon,” “them He alsv
called; them He also justified.””
They were, doubtless, foreordained
to come forth and be 1ninisters of
righteousness on the earth.

The Bavior, while in the flesh,
chose twelve men to be Hisapostles,
He ordained them. Eleven of them
were true and faithful meu. One of
them was a bypoerite and a thief,
and ufterwards n base traitor, Does
oot our experience in this Church
prove to ue that Judas might be all
this without being predestined to be
so vile? Have we not seen in our
day men violate the commands of
God in— what some might term—
little things, and go on, step by step,
from one degree of sin to another,
until they would betray the Lord’s
annointed? Andcan any who were
familiar with such cases, aud who
watched the gradual descent of these
men to evil, doubt for a mement
that they had tlieir agency? They
chose to commit sin. They had their
agencey in doing so. They did not
repent, and tiie most dreadful results
followed.

God knew His Bon Jesus Christ
before He was born in the flesh
apd He was ordained before the
foundation of the earth was Iaid.
He was the Lamb slain, we are told,
hefore the foundsation of the carth.
That is, it was koown that He
would be alain; it was known that
a generation would be found upon
earth at the time the Savior came
who would be so bard in their
hearts that they would reject Him
apd crucify Him. God foreknew
this. He predicted it. We have
the récord of it. Isaiah predicted it
with great plainness, and other
Prophets alluded to it. Moses pre-
dicted t'-at the Lord would rajse up
a Prophet like unto himself—re-
ferring to the Son of God. Ampd in
the Book of Mormon we find a
great many predictivng recorded
with the utmost plainness concern-
ing the life of the Savior, the perse-
cutions that He should endure; and
the death that He should suffer.
This was revealed by the spirit of
prophecy. God, in His infinite
know ledge, understanding and com-
prehending the end from the begin.
ning, knowing the hardnees of heart
of that generation, inspired His
servants the Prophets to | redict this,
aml they foretold it with the utmest
accuracy. But you must uot im-
agine that because of this those
who murdered the 8Savior wers pre-
destined or compelied to do what
they did. On the contrary, they
did it becausge they wished to do it.
In the exercise of their agency they
ithose uvil rather than goud. They
hated virtue, they hated purity.
Full of ¢he traditions of their
fathers, they hated the Bon of Gou,
and they haled Him to prison and
to denth.

We must alwaye remember that



