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BLACK SATURDAY AT bilackBLACK
9 FOOT

for the following account of the
proceedings in the district court at
Blacblackfootkloot idaho on the ath last the
occasion on which eight of our breth-
ren were arraigned before judge hays
and received their sentences we are
indebted to the southern idaho inde-
pendent which paper is deserving of
credit for its enterprise in obtaining a
stenographic report of whawhat was said

on saturday the last day of the dis-
trict court at blackfoot the united
states cases were again called fforsoror the

of passing sentence uponuron the
defendantselendants
judge nayshays mr joseph M phelps

youon have been indicted by the grandgrand
larmandjury and convicted by a tritrltriaitrialal jury of
unlawful cohabitation have you any-
thing to baysay why the sentence of the
court shoshouldsazsagd not now be pronounced
upon you

mrbir fphelps I1 dont know that I1
have I1 am a little sorry that I1 am ar
reigned here for a practice that I1 be-
lieve to be a divine doctrine ItIit is spartpart
of my rellreilreligion and while I1 am amena-
ble flonrionto the lawalawsaws aoff the land I1 hold there
is a higher law I1 wish your honor to
take this viem I1 have endeavored all
my life to live according to the laws of
the land

I1 tried a good while to find that mor-
monism was wrong I1 am convinced that
it Is divine IJ would not give a cent
forlor a relirellreligiongloa that does not go ffurtherurther
than the bonds of this world my
blood thin as any mans when I1
see the flag of my country I1 love my
countrycount try and I1 have always endeendeavoredavOre
to instill a patriotic spirit in my chil-
dren I1 do not wish to weary the
court I1 could say more

judge hayshayse geo
you have been found guilty of resisting
an officer of this court of obstructing
justice by securing a fugitive from an
officer of this court what have you
to say why the sentence of the court
should not be pronounced upon you

mrair parkinson nothing more than
to repeat what I1 have said I1 am not
guilty of the crime with which I1 am
charged that is ailall

jujudgege haysicaysi have been informed
that you have been advising since this
trial others who have been convicted
to make no promise of obedience to
the law Is that morWorformationmationmatlon correct
or have I1 been misinformed

MrairParkinson have given no di-
rect know of in general
conversation expressed my views
as to how I1 would feel it brought up
here charged with an offense under
the law which is a part of my religion

fr judge haysehays I1 desire that you make
no evasive answer I1 have been in-
formed hahaveeAdadvised some of
the gentlemenrentzentlemen who have been coevicted
of illegalillegal cohabitation and who now
stand with you before the court to
make no promise of futuresuturef obedience
to the law but on the other handband you
have advised them to state that they
would not eytheobobey the law have you so80
advised them counseled or in any
manner sought to persuade them to do
so

mr parkinsontarkParkfasoniason no sir
judge hays I1 am gladgiadiadlad to learn that

I1 have beenbeem misinformed
Mr Alexaiex liLeeathamallam have you any-

thing tosato why the judgment of the
court shouldd nernet now be pronounced
against you you have been found
guilty of illegal cohabitation

mrair leatham please your honor I1
took an oath of allegiance to the gov-
ernment in the year 1863 1I have never
repentedrepeated it I1 took that oath a lozendozen
times crossing the plains I1 was willing
to take that oath andtand stand by it a
dozen times everylevery morning before
breakfast soldiers were there I1 guess
about ayery ten milesand we had to be
corralled and asked if we were willing
to take the oath of allegiance I1 said

yes 19 down south about sanpeteSanpete
I1 did military service three months
and was every day in active service
from sunupsun up until sun down I1 still
uphold this government but I1 must
forlor congconsconscienceclence sake preserve that
heaven born right that god has given
metae

I1 have never illegally cohabited with
any woman not my wife I1 have had
two wives I1 had them because of my
thoroughh convictionconvictfinlin that it is the di-
vine will of the almaimalmightylity it is part of
my religion I1 hoidhoffhold myself pure and
undefileddentedun would to god that all men
were justlust so

I1 have a wife now and ten children
nine of them under ten yearsbears of agagee
all I1 ask is the privilege of taking care
of them of supporting them of pro-
viding for their wants honorably and
of livingong my religion as I1 understand
it

judge hays you have only one wife
lilivingvinyving

A no sir
Q what have you to say

diance totb the laws of your country in
the future

A I1 have to gaygarsavsat this I1 have a
heavenbeaven born right that god has given
me which I1 desire not to relinquish
either to man or the government

Q lnin other words do youyon claim the
rarightht to marry another woman in the
ffuturesuture if you ffeeleel so disposed

A cihatchhatthat is part of myray religion to
have more wives than one I1 am fifty
years old and I1 may never undertake
suchauch a thing but I1 holdbold this doctrine to
be revealed from god

jqA you have no promise or assur-
ance of futuref googoodd conduct or obedi-
ence to the law of your country

A no man knows what he will do in

the future I1 have nothing to say
about that

judge hays mr A L blackburnanfn
you have been convicted oc co
habitation what havhavee you to saybay why
the judgment of the law slst ouid not nownoi
be pronounced upon youarrmr blackburnBickburn I1 havehaves say
like these other gentlemengentleme a I1 consider
ittapartparlrt of my religion I1 have two
wwivesves living and havehase nothing to re-w ro-w re-
tract I1 have endeavorendeavoredei to support
them and protect them honorably I1
do not know that they lack for any-
thing I1 cannotcan not deny any part of my
religion that I1 am satisfied is of god
if I1 did not have an inwaldinward conviction

I1 that it is the will of the almighty I1
would not be in that order of marriage

i I1 have no desire to be in opposition 0t
this government or any otof its laws
but I1 must conform to what I1 am sat-
isfied is the will of god I1 hold that I1
am in duty bound to obey illshis laws in
ailallit due respect to the law under which
I1 have been tried

Q I1 conclude from your lanianlanguage
that you are not a native of this coun-
try

A no I1 was born in england and
have been in this country 11121 years

Q are you a citizen ofbf tue united
states

A yes sir
judge hahays mrur biornbjorn what havhavee

you to say wwhy the judgment of ththee
court should not now be pronounced
upon you

bishop bjorn I1 have only this to
say that I1 have made sacred covenants
with those two women while there was
no law against it those covenants
arethasare that we would love one another I1
have promised to support them and
care for them and the children and I1
wish no ototherherwayway than to do so lamiamI1 am
sorry for my situation I1 am sorry to
be in opposition to this country of
which I1 am a citizen on the other
hand I1 will obey the of the
everlasting gospel I1 can not refuse
todoto do that I1 can bear to gogototo prison
foror years rather than do that

2Q how many wives have youayou
A two
judge hays you have spoken of

rayourur wiveswisessAIrmr blackburn how many
haveve you

A two
judge hayserhays mr phelps how many

have you
A 1I have three
judge hays mr nahum porter you

have been convicted of illegal cohabi-
tation what have you to say why the
sentence efof the court should not now
be pronouncedrenounced upon you

bishop porter nothing at allailallairsir I1
would like to ask a quequestion

judge haysicaysi will hear you
bp porter I1 watched the evidence

in my case very closely but I1 could notriot
find any that proved that I1 hadbad co
habited with more than one wpnian
since the passage of the edmunds
law

judge hays I1 would say this you
failed to observe the evidence closely
I1 am afraid that youou are not a good
lawyer or you would have discovered
a ampleampie evidence oaon which the jury
might nindfind a verdict I1 will ask you if
youvon have more than one wife

A yes sir
judge hays then the jury have not

convicted an innocent man
bp porter what is unlawful co-

habitation
judge hays have you moreinore than

one wife
A 1I have
Q haveHaveytuyou cohabited with

besecondd or plural wife since the patpas
sagesae aoff the act

A I1 have not
judge hays I1 shall be pleased to

hear from you I1 wish to know
whether you hayehave been violating theprovisions of the united states law in
the past three years

bishop porter that is the reason I1ask the question to know whether I1
have or not

judge hays I1 think you ought to
know have you lived with more than
one woman as a wife during the past
three years

bishop porter that is just what I1
said a while ago that I1 have not

judge hays the jury have found
that youou have been guilty of unlawful
cohacohabitationcitation in order to constitute
this crime it is not necessary

i that you
should hold sexual relarelationseions with
them it is sufficient and a violation
of the law if you hold them out to the
world as your wives the jaw doesnot require that you hhall tilethe
children upon the otner bandithandilt isyour duty as a good citizen lo10 support
those children though they were bornto you out of legitimate wedlock andas a good citizen it would be your ddutyu ty
to supportart the woman that has trustedyou you can support her as a brother
would support his sister as a gentle-
man would support his friend you
may visit her for proper purposes butfforor no immoral purpose as understood
by the law

I1 will ask if init that view it is yourpurpose to obey the laws of your coun-trytr as they exist at present
ishopbishop porter I1 do10 not wihwiil to

inmakeake aany promise I1 have lneineineili itoobeobey the bawslaws yet I1 am here tililaytf taylay
I1 do not know how far I1 mamaymax go

judge hays are the crillehllehli aejirey ofyour second or plural wife sotiryour chil-dren
A she has neno children she hadllad one

that died
Q was that your child
A yes sir I1 claim POso but it vaswasbegotten before the ekmunda lawjaw took I1

effect
Q state if in the future voyou willvilllive within the provisions 0at ih etiefi1

munds law the law of tile unitedstates
A I1 have made up my mind with tilethe

krestof these gentlemen it is prettyretty
hard to make promises and keepmankeepMinuinthem
I1 know what I1 have done in the past
i am berf i willingjoI1 0 take the pen
altif the law if I1 break it

Jjudge hays mr garrison
been convicted of
tion what have you to say why the
judgment of the
bepronounced upon you

mrair garrison an apostate I1 would
say a great deal if you giveove me the
privilege I1 havhaveI1 but ogeoueone wife I1
think tueane court was satisfied of that
though I1 was found guilty I1 did not
consider that I1 was concerning the
edmunds law I1 thought it was made
for polygamous marriamarriageses I1 never
saw the law until after I1 came to black-
foot

I1 wish to say that I1 have always been
a loyal citizen I1lamiamam a native of the
south and was there during the rebel-
lion I1 have three scars made by rebel
bullets I1 trying to kill meroe because I1
was doindolndoing secret servicebervice for the gov-
ernmenternment

1I should have tried to put this woman
away hutbut she had no home and all I1
could do would be to turn her out of
doors since I1 went away I1 have set-
tled up with this lady and have said
she must go aw ay I1 dontdonl minuthink this
court or any other will have occasion
teto pass sentence upon me again

Q do I1 understand louluyou in the pres-
ence of this court and people here as-
sembledsem bled to promise that you will in
the future obey the laws of your coun-
try

A that is my Intentintentionionlon
Q you promise to abstain from

legal cobaLcohabitation with more than one
omomanan
A that lsisis19 my feelseelfeelingin and zenegenerallyrallyraily

whenwehen I1 take a bostion I1 stick pretty
close to it

Q 1 have been informed it has
come to the ears of the court that
gentlemen who are standing beside
you and upon whom it is expected
the law will be pronounced have
advised you not to promise to obey
thalah have I1 been correctly in-
formed

A I1 dont know if it hushis been done
in that shape the strongest conver-
sation was by other individuals who
are not concerned in this matter at allsome of these men have said you
may as well gogoonon with us aneone in-
dividual urged me to come backbark into
the church and marry this woman loaidaI1 donot belong to the church and I1 do not
expect to any more

two or three ofat them may have
heenbeen gassing they saldsaid you hhadbadad
0etteroetter come and stay your I1fulfuiul timetmeflfyou goica away beforebetore we do we shall
feel bad about it I1 told themthem 1I
should go away the first time I1 could

Q youy do not belong to their
churchanoa- aN sirsir t i

Q you i did when your went to0
bhbisbishophop porter and asked a permit tomarry this woman

A yes sir
Qathethe church denied it to you
A yes sir
Q and then you left the church
A that was not the only camecausse I1had a son inlawlabawin law
judge hays we do not care for

that
judge haysflays mr arthur peck youyuu

have been convicted of illegal cobabe
citation what have you to say why thejudgment ui tow cocourturt should notadt be
pronounced against you

A I1 nothing only I1 would like to
akawk 0oneI1 1 e question which of my wives
shallshail1 I1 1liveive with

judge hays live with your firstyour lawful wife you may support
anidarid take care of both of them but jiroliv
with your lelegitimates1 wife I1 dont be-
lieve introin two the liwlaw does not recog-
nize two As a good citizen it is your
dutydulyi to support the woman who has
borbornene you children but not to main
tain with her the relationrelareiatioution of husbandhusbandibaudi
what have 3 to sayyay as to promisespromised
for the ffuture will you obey the laws
of your country

A I1 dont know what the future
will bring forth I1 have no promises teto
makemakr

judge hays urair isaacisaa nashbash you
have been convicted of illegal cohabit-
ationationo have you anything to sasayY why
the sentence ot tilethe law should not now
be pronounced upon you

A I1 davenave beenbeed in this country 36
years

Q from what country iidlidilddid you
come

A from wales As one of the gen-
tlemen said I1 have helped to make this
country helped to build bridges kill
snakes and tightfight the indians I1 brought
a wife with me an invalid she hadbad no
children and I1 love children yyourour
honor I1I1 loved her and tried to do the
best I1 could to honor the lassoflaws of my
adopted country I1 came here young
and I1lamiamam now pretty old 6362 years oldalthough I1 dont look thatthat

in the year bellecibelievingng that I1 had
knowledgknowknowledgeled e within myself that celestcelestialidiidl
marriage waswaa a divine law and one of
the ordinances of our church I1 took
the opportunity and embraced it I1
married another wife I1 made a cov
enama with her and with my god thatI1 would uphold and cherish herthrough time and through all eternitygod has blessed me with childrenthat woman lisitsis the mother of eight
two I1 have buried myaly first wife had
no children through disease she tookto my little children and has acted as a
mother to themviem I1 have been a moral
wannian I1 hate blasphemy I1 have been
found guilty of unlawful cohabitation
that iis true if the term means to hold
thethem out as mvmy wives they are my

and I1 love them
Q havellave you anything to say as tto0

ariaanat your ffuture conduct will be
A your honor I1 cannot cast away

my wife and children paralyzed be
moyroy tongue before I1 shallshaillutterutter the
words or shallshail make bastardbastards of my
children and my wife an outcast I1
ask your honor to look into thisandd
see I1 ha broken the edmunds
law for years andind years unless it be
in holding these women out as inmoyroy
wives allail Js to be mercmeremerci-
ful for the sake of my children as
your honor will expect to find mercy
before the bar of god I1 have no more
to say

judge hays it is far from a pleas-
ant task or duty that is now imposed
upon me I1 hadbad hoped to hear differ-
ent sentiments uttered by you who nownosy
stand before me and who have made
yourour statements to the court claim-
ingluging the protection of the lawlav you re-
fuse to obey itsou claim that you have
a right to determine whether a3 law
shallshar be obeyed or not you each
stand forth accused convicted and
wwithah ththee exception of dirsir parkinson

conconfessingf ss g your crimes whwhilelletie you
claim that you have a right to commit
these crimescrimea and bid defiance to the
laws of that country of which you ask
protection you come before the
court and say that in the I1future you
defy those laws as you have done in
thelastthe past in other words you pro-
pose to stand here and defend yourounour
past course which the government has
pronounced wrong and which the
moral sentiments of theahe civilized
world have proclaimed criminal I1
have been pained in listening1 to you
todayto day

it has been with regret that I1 have
learned since coming to this territory
that a considerable portion of the peo-
ple to stanastand out in defiance to
the lawtawlaw and bind themselves tp
forthefor the purpose of overthrowing and
defeating uhethe fawlaw of the government
it is with regret that I1 harehave learned
this fact but having learned it I1 per-
ceive that I1 have a duty to performperformlorm
from which I1 could not and will not
shrink I1 say to you in all kindnessi
but lain earnest that the course which
you and your people are pursuing
only in idaho but in utah and in
territories where they dwell is
which must inevitably destroy them as
a people it requires no prophetic
powerower to tell the future of such con-
duct as this it only requires power to
see cause ffromroin effectyou stand in this temple otof justice
you say you claim the right to deter-
mine you will obey and what
law to disobey you claim the rirightht totd
dispute the law of men gentiegentlegentlemen41 1

youage0u ardare mistaken A rereligioniteliod tthatis
uponoon a foundation aoft crime can-

notat stand fain this iilieugeagee
1I sayisailsaybay ittv acquires io prophetic power

butonbut onlyy to trace from cause to effectll11

to know the response which the ccoun-
try

un
will make when it learns of yourur

defiance to itsts lavvalawn it willbeibe knowkaowit la known it 119 taking adeep hold
upon the hearts otof the american peo-
ple they are slow to move but
gradually they are becoming aroused
step by step your vile purpose
opposition to the law your dangerous
course is being understood by them
and arodarousingsing them up and forming
public sentiment which will be crystal-
lized when it acts aagainst you it will
be effective you wrtwill think it cruel
but you have no onetoone to blame ji
selves obedience totp the law now will
secure to you the protection of the
government andland the honor of the amamii

erldeanerican people disobedience must in-
evitablyevitably the opposite

I1 am aware that you are hoping thatcongress may interfere that legisla-
tion may go backbackwardswards some are vile
enough to suppose that pecuniary con
siderations may control the legislation
of this country in that you are mismisi i

taken the american people are in
earnest they have ddeterminedetertormined that
polygamypolygamy and this vile system shall be

blotted out you are impressing them
by your actions every day

your conduct here todayto day will im-
press themem still 8stronger11 with thata be-
lief

be-
lef youyonon are arousarousinga a ffeeling that
you inovno 4 not of youyoa aresatesareaxe starting an
avalanche it Is itlikeilkee anrn avalanche that
gathers on a mountain peak very little
at first but it grows stronger and
stronger until it sweeps all opposition
before itlt isayI1 say you know not what
boudoyousou do you vreare starting an avalanche
that must and will culminate not only
in the entire system
but will if becnecessaryessary wipe you from
existence

the laws of the country must be
obeyed it is not for you to say which
are to be respected and which are to
be held fortor nought some of you are
american citizens you owe this gov-
ernment full allealieallegiancelance some have
come from foreign climes you have
come here to enjoy the blessings of
free government and you now refuse
to yield to it tfthee allegiance which yuYOU
have sworn I1 say toltoSlyou gentlgentlemenemen
it is a suicidal course it is nonot wiswisee
there may be somasome divinedicine providence
that is guidinggulding you on for the purpurpose0ttof wipingwillig your system from the e-

p
earthr

if so bow in obedience to it and ac-
cept the results

mr phelps 1 had hoped and expected
better things from you you are a
man of intelligence and are certainly
endowed with many manly iqualities
I1 had expected ffromrom you obedience to
the law you claim its protection I1
learn that you have been industrious
and I1 understand that you have been
able to accumulate a competency it Is
by the protection of the law that you
have been enabled to secure a compe-
tency and baltby it youyon may be permitted
to enjoy the result of your industry
I1 had hoped and I1 hadbad believed ththatat
one endowed with your intelligence
and with the power to see the 1futureture
indand to see what your present ruinous

course must lead to would accept the
situation you have seeliseeri fit to pursue
thehe other course I1 navehave but one duty

to0o perform painful as it is that duty
halthait be performed ozithe
mhoath I1 have taken without shrinking
therne judgment and sensentencetenge or the
courtourt is that you joseph 31 phphelps1 apsfps be

imprisonimprisonededinin Terri
the territory of idaho fortheforfon the term of
sixlix months and you be further finedlined
the sum of three hundred dollars and
in addition thereto you are adjudged
lo10 pay the costs of the prosecution of
this case which are taxed at one huuhun
ireddred dollars in pronouncing the sen-
tence of the court I1 have this to say
being guilty you have resisted the law
you have put the government to thuthy
expense ofa trying you and having done
this you must pay for it you may sit
down

mrair parkinson your case is different
fromerom the others armarc convicted bs
having sought to resist an rofficer in
serving the process of this court you
plead not guilty but the evidence was
loar and sufficient against you laskI1 ask

you now ifit in the future you will de-
sist from such conduct and devotedesote
your attention to minding your own
business

mrair parkinson I1 could abtfutbotsaysarsay
what I1 will do in the I1 al1 I avehave
been a law abtablabidingdingdlagg citizen thus tarfar

judge hays I1 shailshall judge the future
by what you have done in I1
find that in the past you havebaVe ought to
obstruct the ends of justiceluilusstice in the
past I1 find that you have sought to
shield those who are criminal you
have sought to prevent thethu officer 0
our government serving the proc-
ess of court courts
must protect themselves and mythey will
I1lamiamam sorry that a inanman of your intelli-
gencegence should start wrong the course
of crimecrimel Is1 always downward were
you in the court room the other day
when the daty devolved
sentencing various k and
thieves y

A 1I waswag 1

judge hays you then might haqq
learned a lesson that shoushoulashoulda a een
profitable to you thosethese men badad as
theythytny are were not always suchc theirnirhirbrimescrimes at first youu basehate
been convicted of a crime that is lightlittit
compared with theirsthors but you havehave
been found guilty of secreting ait crim-
inal of obstructing the courseourse lfbf jus-
tice and yet yonyoo fellfeile11ll me no
romisepromise to makeanake as totd the future I1tiderdhad hoped tbtthat youtod atit least would
promise to be a good citizen in the fu-
ture the sentencegenteneP of0 thethem cspurtgutguc is that
ou parkinson bbe imprisoned

ina the territorial prison of the terri-tory of idaho for the period btbf twelve
monthmonths I1 give this ionlonlongiong period forfon
the purpose off taa and otherothers
that resistance to tthee lawsjawsaws of
try cannot be permitted it inIs furtherbarther
adjudged pay a ninefine ofat WWLit d itionton ttheretoheretG tuhethehe costscoats of
your prosecutionsprosecutioni haxo at loo100 you
may sit down

judge hays mrair Lealeathamleathanathalathaia I1 had
hohopeded in view of youryour agenud that you
might sasay to the court that in the fit
ture you would obey hehd lawslawi of your 1

country you could do sa without sac-
rifice

I1

and without casmicy infamy upon
any woman for your wife has been
but recently taken from youou I1 under-
stand1 you to say that youvon claim the
right in the ffuture as in the past to
VIOviolatelate the laws of your country

mrair leatham I1 claim that I1 havechave
not violated the laws of the country
I1 havehay exercised the taht to
grudge layshays anandd have followed
10jounjourur papassionsaz1 ralnalrathertherlher than your judg
ment had yousou more intelligence I1
should talk to you furtherfurther but lacking
abati intelligence which some of Syourgur
associates possess I1 proceed to paspass
thewe sentence of thetile law upon you thesentence of the court is that youjou
Albaibalexanderxander leatham be imprisoned in
thebhe territorial prison for the term of
six months and that you in addition
be fined the suidsurd of three hundred
dollars and the costs of the prosecu-
tion in your case taxed at ongone hundred
dollars

mr blackburn you plead guiltyayes sir
Q haveflave you a desire to say any-

thing furtherfurther
A kono sir
Q I1 understand that you can give

me no assurance of your f
behavior

A As I1 said before I1 suppose I1 am
right in obedience to my god

Q and youou propose to exerexercisecikeclie that
right inthe ffuture as you haye lain the
past

A yes your honor
judge hayes thenthea accept the

result of your courcourseseisee and accept it
moanroanmanfullyfullylully I1 believebellev youeyou will do so I1
have been somewhat impressed withyour course in pleadingr guilty

mr blackburn I1 was guilty as the
aw looks at it
judge haysnays the sentence of the

law Issi that you alfred L blackburn
be imprisoned for the terinterm of six
monthsmontha in the territorial prison it is
I1urtherfurther adaadjudgedbudged that you pay a finegue of
three hundred dollars I1 omit your
costs of the prosecution you having
come forward and confessed your
offense against the law

nirmrair bjornbjorni have you anything to
say why sentence should nognot now tebe
pronounced upon you

A I1 believe not
Q and can you give no promise as

to theitie ffutureAI will say this much As youvan
have expressed touryour deep sympathy
toward ineme I1 will say that I1 knownow
nnothing about laws toutbul there is a
maher law than this I1 claim to live
my religion I1 can prove by that I1
have done nothing to smite mmyy con-
science on the one hand Is tthehe great


