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LACK SATURDAY AT BLACK-|the future. I have nothing to say |restof these gentlemen; it is pretty| my wife and children. Paralyzed be | course must lead to, would accept the
| about that, hard to make them.| my tongue before 1 shall .utter the |situation. You have seen fit to pursue

FOOT.

For the following account of the
proceedings in the District Court at
Blacktoot, Idaho, on the 7th inst., the
occasion on which eight of our breth-
ren were arraigned before Judge Hays
and received their sentences, we are
indebted to the Southern Idaho Inde=
pendent, which paper is deserving of
credit for its enterprise in obtaining a
stenographic repert of what was said:

On Saturday, the last day of the Dis-
trict Court at Blackfoot, the United
States cases were again called for the
gu;:po;:n of passing sentence upon the

efen \

Judge Hays.—Mr. Joseph M, Phelps

ou have been indicted by the grancl

ury and convicted by a trial jury of
unlawful cohabitation. Have you any-
thing to say why the sentence of the
court should not now be pronounced

you have been convicted of iliegal co-
habitation, what have you to say why
the judgment of the law sl ould not
be nﬂ'ﬂnuunced upen you?

like these other
it part of my religion.
wives living, and have nothing to re-
tract.
them and protect them lwonorably, I
do not know that they lack for any-
thing. Ican not deny any part of my

| would not be in that order of marriace, |

am in duty bound to obey His laws, in
all due respect to the lJaw under which

upon you.

. |JPhelps.—I don’'t know that I
have. I am a little sorry that I am ar
ralgned here for a practice that I be-
lieve to be a divine doctrine. It is part
of my religion, and while I am amena-
ble to the Jaws of the land, I hold there
is a higher law. 1 wish your honor to
take this view. I have endeavored all

my life to live according to the laws ot

the land.
I tried a good while to find that Mor-

monism was wrong. lam convinced that| o law 8

it is divine I would not
for a religion that does not
than the bonds of this world. M
blood runs as thin as any man’s when
see the flag of my country

to instill a patriotic sp
dren. I do not wish to weary the
court, I conld say more.

Judge Hays.—
you have been found guil
an officer of this court; of obstructing
justice by securing a fugitive fromn an
officer of this court. What have you
to say why the sentence of the court
ghould not be pronounced upon you?

Mr. Parkinson.—Nothing more than
to repeat what I nave said. I am not
guilty of the crime with which Iam
charged. that is all.

Judge Hays.—I have been informed
that you have been advising, since this
trial, others who have been convicted
_ to make no promise of obedience to
the law. Isthat intormatien correct,
or have I been misinformed?

Mr. Parkinson.—I have given no di-
rect advise that{l know of, In general
conversation Ijhave expressed my views
as to how I would feel it brought up
here charged an offense, under
the law, which is a part of my religion.

Judge Hays,—I desire that you make
no evasive answer. Ihave been in-
formed that you have advised some of
the gentlemen who have been convicted
of illegal cohabitation, and who now
stand with you before the court, to
make no ise of future obedience

F

to the law; but on the other hand, you

have advised them to state that they
would not obey the law, Have you so
advised them, counseled, or in any
m?'nner sought to persuade them to do
BO -

Mr. Parkinson.—No sir.

Judge Hays.—I am glad to learn that
I have been misinformed.

Mr. Alex. Leatham, have you any-
thinﬁto say why the judgment of
court should net now be pronounced
against you? You have been found
guilty of illegal cohabitation,

Mr. Leatham.—Please your honor, I
took an oath of allegiance to the gov-
ernment in the year 1863. 1 have never

nted it. I took that oath a dozen
times crossing the plains. I was willing
to take that oath,-and stand by it, a
dozen times leévery morning re
breakfast. Soldiers were there, I
about every ten miles,and we had to be
corralled and asked if we were willin
to take the oath of allegiance. I said,
““Yes.” Down south, about s
I did military service three months,
and was every day in active service
from sun up until sun down. I still
uphold this government, but I must,
for eonscience sake, preserve that
heaven-born right that has given
me,

I have never iliegally cohabited with
any woman not my wife. I have had
two wives. I had them because of my
thoro convictihn that it is the di-
vine will of the Almi
my religion. I‘'hold myself pure and
undefiled. Would to God that all men
were just so.

[ have a wife now and ten children,
nine of them nnder ten years of age.

All T ask is the privilege of taking care |

of them, of supporting them pro-
viding for their wants, honorably, and

?f living my religion as I understand

t.
J udg;e Hays.—You have only one wife
living

A.—No sir.

Q.—What have you to sayabout obe-
dience tO the laws of your ceuntry in
the future? .

A.—] have to sa¥ this, I have a
heaven-born right, that God has given
me, which 1 desire not to relinquish
either to man or the government.

,~—1n other words, do you claim the
right to marry another woman in the
future, if you feel so disposed?
A.—That is part of my religion to
have more wives thanone. I am ff
years old, and I may never undertake
such a thing, but I hold this doctrine to
be revealed from God.

Q.—You have no promise, or assur-
ance of future good conduct, or obedi-
ence to the law of your country?

A.—No man knows what he will doin

give a cent|are that we woald love oune another; I
go further| haye promised to support them, and

. Ilove my | sorry for my situation. I am sorry to
country and I have ﬂlﬁ'ﬁﬂ endeavored | be in opposition to this count

t in my chil-| which I am a citizen. On the other

r. Geo.C. Parkinson, | to do that.
of resisting | for years rather than do that.

.of the law if you hold them out to the

ty. Itis part of |

live within the provisions of th«
mundas law, the law of the
States? .'

Judge Hays.—Mr. A. L. Blackburn,

now

Blackburn.—1 have ouly to say,
centleme a, [ consider
I have two

I have endeavored to support

religion that I am satistied is of God.
If I did not have an inward conviction

that it is the will of the Almighty I

I have no desire to be in opposition to |
this government, or anyv of its laws,

but I must conform to what I am sit- *I-

isfled is the willof God” I hold that 1

I have been tried.

Q.—I conclude from your language
tha; you are nota native of this coun-
tr

i.—HD. I was born in England and
have been in this country 12 years.

Q.—Are you a citizen of tne United
States? ,

A.—Yes, sir. -

Judge ﬂayn.—-h{r. Bjorn, what have
you to say why the judgment of the

court should not now be pronounced
upon you?

Bishop Bjorn.—I have only this to |
Baly that I have made sacred covenants |
with those two women while there was
gainst it. Those¢ covenants

care for them and the children, and I
wish no other way than to do so. lam

ry, of

hand I will obey the oriuciples of the
everlasting Gospel. 1 can not refuse
I can bear to go to prison

Q.—How many wives have you?
A-_TWﬂt
Judge Hays.—You have spoken of

ﬁnr wives, Mr. Blackburn, how many
ve you?
A.—Two. _
Judge Hays.—Mr. Phelps, how many
have you? |

A.—I have three.

Judge Hays.—Mr. Nahum Porter, you
have been convicted of illegal cohabi-
tation; what have you to say why the
sentence of the court should not now
be pronounced upon you?

ishop Porter—NotLhing at all,sir. I
would like to ask a question. |
J Hays—I will hear you.

Bp. Porter—I watched the evidence

i)rumises and kee
{kuuw Ehatl hﬁ.i-rie done in the past.

am perfectly willing 1o take the pen-
alty of the law if [ mééig- ??5 pe

Judge Hays.—Mr, Garrison, you haye
been coanvicted of uniawful cohabita-
tion, what have you to sa hy the
judgment of the law should not now
bepronounced upon you?

Mr. Garrison (an apostate).—I would
say a great deal, if you give me the
privilege. I have but one wife. 1
think tbe court was satisfled of that
though 1 was found guilty. I did not
consider that I was.. Concerning the
Edmunds law I thought it was made
for polygamous marriages. I never
?aw the law until after I came to Black-
0ot.

I wish to say that I have always been
a loyalcitizen. I am a native of the

| South, and was there during the rebel-

lion. 1 have three scars made by rebel
bullets, trying to kill me because I
was du[ng secret service for the gov-
ernment. ;

[ should have tried to put this woman
away but she bad no home and all I
could do would be to turn her out of

' doors. Since I went away 1 have set-

tled up with this lady and have said
she must goaway. [ don’t think this
court, or any other, will have ocecasion
te pass sentence upon me in.

Q.—Do I understand you, in the pres-
ence of this court and people here as-
sembled, to promise that you will in
:heﬁf uture obey the laws of your coun-

Iy :
A.—That is my intention.

Q.—Will you promise to abstain from

legal cohabitation with more than one
oman?

A.—That is my feeling, and zenerally
when I take a postion I stick pretty
close to it. /

Q.-—1 bave been informed, it has
come to the ears of the Court,. that
gentlemen who are standing beside
you, and upon whom it js expected
the law will be pronounced, have
advised you not to promise to obey
thelaw. Have I been correctly in-
formed?

A.—I don’t know if it has been done
in that shape. The strongest conver-
sation was by otber individuals who
are not conrerned in this matter at all.
Some of these men have said, **You
may as well go on with us.” dne in-
dividual urged me to come back into
the Church and marry this woman. I do
not belong to the Church, and I do not
ex‘lgect to any more. :

wo or three of them may have
been gassing. They said, ‘“‘You had
better come and stay yvour ful time; if
you o away before we do we shall
feel bad about it.”’ [ teld shem 1
should go away the first time I conld.

in my case very closely,but I could not
find any that proved that I had co-
habi with more than one woman,
ﬂnﬁe the passage of the Edmunds

w.

Judge Hays—I wouid say this: veu
failed to observe the evidence closely.
I am afraid that you are not a good
lawyer, or you would have discovered
ample evidence on which the jury
might find a verdict. I will ask you if
you have more than one wife?

A—Yes sir.

Judge Hays—Then the jury have not
convicted an innocent man.

Bp. Porter—What is unlawful co-
habitation? .

Judge Hays—Have you more than
one wife?

r.A.----"'I hl"‘E-

Q.—Have you cohabited with yeur
second or plural wife since the pas-
sage of the act? _

.~] have not. _

Judge Hays.—I shall be pleased to
hear from you. | wish to know
whether you have been violating the

provisions of the United States law in |

the past three years?

Bishop Porter.—That is the
ask the question to know w
e Huys 1 think

udge Hays.— nk you ought to
know. Have you lived Jlt,h mm%a than

one woman as a wife during the past
three years?

Q.—You do not belo to their
Church? _ o
A.—Nosir,
Q.—You did wben you went to
Bishop Porter and asked a permit to
marry this womaa.

A.—Yes sir. |

- Q.—The Church denied it to you?
A.—Yes sir.
Q-—And then you left the Church?

had a son-in-law
mJ;ulgu Hays.—We de mot care for

a

Judge Hays.—Mr. Arthur Peck, you
have been convicted of illegal cubab-
itation; wbat have you to say why the
judgment of the court should net be
pronounced against you?

A.—Nothing; oaly I would like to
ask one question: Which of my wives
shall Ilive with?

Judge lays.—Live with your first,
your lawful wife. You may support
and take care of both of them, but live
with vour legitimate wife: Idun’l: be-

Bishop Porter.—That is just what 1
said a while ago, that I have not. :’

Judge Hl.j‘s.—-'The jury have found |
that you have been guilty of unlawful |
cobabitation. Im order to constitute |
this crime it is not necessary ihat you |
should nhold sexual relations with
them. It is sufficient and a violation |

world as your wives. The Jaw does
not require that you shall disown the
children. Upon the otner hand,iit is
your duty as a good citizen 10 support
those children, though they were born
to you out of legitimate wedlock, and
as a geod citizen it would be yvour dat
to supgort the woman that has trusted
you. XYoucan support herasa brother
would support his sister, as a gentle-
man would support his friend: vou
may visit her for proper purposes, but
for no immoral purpose as understood
by the law.

[ will ask if, in that view, it is vour

purpose to obey the laws of your coun-

¥ | children, and 1 love children, your

tr%a.s they exist at Freseut‘:*
ishop Porter.—I do not wish to |
wake any promise. [ have iried 1y,
obey the laws, yet | um here to-day.
I do not know how far | may g B
Judge Hays.—Are the E{IHI ren of
your second or plural wife vour chil-
drzn? She has g J
~She ne children; s! { r
PR o he had one |
Q.—Was that your child? |
A.—Yes sir, I claim =0, but it was|
: c:tﬂll before the Ekmunds law took |
Q.—State if in the future vou will|
Kol- |
United |

A.~—] have made up my mind with the |

lieve in two. The law does not recog-
nize two. Asa good citizen, it is yoar

| duty to support the woman who has
reason I

hether 1| tain with her the relation of husband.

borne you children, but not to main-

What have yon to say as to promises

for the future? Will you obey the laws |

of your countrv?

A.—[ don’t Epow what the future
W“Il; briong forth. I bave no promises to
make,

Judge Hays.—Mr. Isaac Nash, vou
have been convieted of illegal cohabit-
ation;| bave you anything to say why
the sentence ot vhe Jaw should not now
De pronounced upon you?

A.—I1 nave been in this country 36
years—

Q.—From what country did you
come?

A.—From Wales. As one of the gen-
tlemen said, I have helped to make this
country: belped to build bridges, kill
snakes and fight the Indians. I brought
a wife with me, an invalid. She had no

honor. [ loved her and tried to do the
best I could to honor the lawsof my
adopted country. Icame here young,
and I am now pretty old, 62 years old,
although I don’t look that.

In the vear 1866, believing that I had
knowledge within myself that celestial
marriage was a divine law, and one of
the ordinances of our Church, I took
the opportunity and embraced it. [
married another wife. I made a cov-
enamt with her and with my God that
I would uphold and cherish her
through time and throuagh all eternity.
God has blessed me with children.
That woman fis the mother of eight—
two [ have buried. My first wife had
no children through disease; she took
Lo my little children and has acted as a
mother to them, 1 have been a moral
wan; I bate blasphemy. I have been
found gailty of uolawfal cohabitation.
That 1s true if the term means to hold
them out as my wives. They are my
wives, and I love them.

(.—Have you anything to say as to
wnat your future conduct will be?

f
n holdin

words, or shall make bastardsof m
children and my wife an outcast.
ask your honor to look into this and
see, I have not broken the Edmsund’s
law for years and yeairs, unless it be
these women out w
I ask of you is to be =
ful, for the sake of my children, as
our honor will expect to tind mercy
efore the bar of God. 1 have no more
T B S5t ka0l ' pleas
udge Hays.— ar from a -
ant task or duty that is now imposed
uponme, I hoped to hear differ-
ent sentiments uttered by you who now
stand before me and who have made
our statements to the Court. Claim-
ng the protection of the law you re-
fuse to obey it.Youclaim that yvou bave
a right to determine whether & law
shall be obeyed or mnot. You each
stand forth accused, convicted and
(with the exception of Mr, Parkinson)
confessing your crimes, while you
claim that you have a right to commit
these crimes, and bid detiance to the
Jaws of that country of which you ask
rotection. You come before the
urt and say that in the fature you
defy those Jaws as you have done in
the past. In other words, you pro-
pose to stand here and defend your
past course which the government has
pronounced wrong, and which the
moral sentiments of .the civilized
world bave proclaimed crimioal. 1
have been pained in listening to you

M'dari

It bas been with regret that I have
| since coming to this Territory
that a considerable portion of the peo-
ple propose to stand eut in deflance to
the law and bind themselves together
for the purpose of overthrowing and

-defeating the law of the government,

It is witﬁ ret that I have learned
this fact, but having learned it, I per-
ceive that I have a duty to perform,
from which I could not and will not
shrink. I say toyou in all kindness,
but ia earnest, that the course which
you and your ple are parsuing, not
oply in ldaho but in Utah and in other
Territories where they dwell, is one
which must Eerlﬁt;l y destroy thellln tlif-.
a people. uires no prophe
wer to tell the future of snch con-
uct as this. It unlyrequires power to
see cause from effect.

the other course. I have but one duty
to perform. Painfal as it is, that duty

shall be in pursurnce of the
%lt,n % h;ve taken, dwlth‘ﬂut shrinking.

¢ judgment an ﬂEﬂ?}E ~ the
court is that you Joseph M, Pﬂﬁpu be
imprisoned inthe Territorial prison ot
the Territory of Idaho for the term of
81X months, and you be er fined
the sum of three hundred dollars, and
in addition thereto you are adjudged
to pay the costs of the prosecution of
this case which are taxed at one hun-
dred dollars. In pronouncing the sen-
tence of the court I have this to say:
being guilty,you have resisted the law ;
you bhave put the government to the
expense of trying you, and, havingdone
this, you must pay for it. You may sit
down.

Mr. Parkinson, vourecase is different
from the others. You are convicted of
having sought Lo resist an officer in
serving the process of this court. You
plead not guailty, but the evidence was
clear and sutlicient against you. [ ask
you now if in the future you will de-
sist from such conduct and devote
gﬂur attention to minding, your own

ualnes;. _

Mr. Parkinfon.—I could not say
what I will do in the tunre. "I have
been a law-abiding citizen thus far,

Judge Hays.—I shall judge the future
by what you have done in the past. 1
find that in the past you have sought to
obstruct the ends of justice. In the
past I find that you have sought to
shie!ld those who are 7 you
have sought to prevent oflicers ol
our government from serving the proc-

ess of m.mwn-.ihe?r.ﬂnm‘m
must protect themseélves,and they will.

Iam sorry that & man of your intelli-
gence should start wrong. The course
of erime is always dowaward, Were
j’ﬂﬂ.’l ughedcnurmﬂdthe other da:;
when the duauy | pon me¢ o

sentencing various rogb#mf and
thieves? ~

Am_l m.

Judge Hays—You then might have
learned a lesson that shoula have been
Eruﬂmbl.e to you. These men, bad as
they are, were not al suach. Their
crimes were 1 at first. You have
been convicted of a crime that 1s light
compared with theirs. Bat you have
been found guilty of secreting a crim-
inal, of obstructing the course of jus-

You stand in this tem;_rle of justice;
you say you claim the right to deter-
mine what law you will obey and what
law to disobey. You claim the right to

| dispute the law of men. Gentlemen,
| you are mistaken. A re that is
ilt upon a foundation of crime can-

not stand jn this age. |
1 say it Mquires no p C power,

but oaly to trace from cauase to effecy,
to know the response
try will make when it learns of your
 detiance to its laws. It will be known.
It iskoown. Itis taking 4 deep hold
uron the hearts of the Amencan peo-
ple. They are slow to move, but
gradually they are becoming aroused.
Step by step yvour vile purpose, your
opposition to the law, your us

| course 18 being understood by them
A.—That was not the only cause. I|

and arousiug them up and forming a
public sentiment which will be crystal-
lized. When it acts against you, it will
be effective. Yon will think it eruel,
but you bhave no one to blame but your-
selves. Obedience to the law now will
secure to you the protection of the
government and the honor of the Am-
erican people. Disobedience must in-
evitably1esalt in the opposite.

1 am aware that you are hoping that
Congress may interfere; that legisla-
tion may go backwards. Some are vile
epough to suppose that pecuni con-
siderations may control the legislation
of this eountry. In that you are mis-
taken. Tae American le are in
earnest. They have determined that

Ilygamy and this vile system shall be
lotied out. You are impressing them
by your actions every day.

Your conduct here to-day will im-
press them still stronger with that be-
._ .. You are arousing &4 feeling that
'you kno w not of. You are starting an

avalanche. Itislike an avalanche that
gdathers on a mountain peak, very little
at first, but it grows stronger and
stronger until it sweeps all opposition
before it. 1say you know not what
you do. You are starting an avalanche
that must and will cualminate not only
in the overthrow ofjyour entire system,
but will if necessary, wipe you from
existence. '

The laws of the country must be
obeyed. It is not for you to say which
aretober ted and which are to
be held for nought. Some of Eou are
American citizens. You owe this gov-
ernment full allegiance. Some have
come from foreign climes. You have
come here to enjoy the blessings of
free government and you now refuse
to yield to it th.e allegiance which you
have sworn. I say tojjvou, gentlemen,
it is a suicidal course. It is not wise.
There mn{dhe some divine providence
that is guiding you on for the purpose
of wiping your system from the earth.
If so, bow 1n obedience vo it, and ac-
cept the results.

Mr. Phelps,I had hoped and expected
better things from you. You are a
man of intelligence and are certainly
endowed with many manly qualities.
I had expected from you obedience to
the law. You claim its protection. I
learn that you have been industrious,
and I understand that you have been
able to accumulate a competency. It is
by the protection of the law that you
have been enabled to secure a compe-
tency, and by it you may be permitted
to enjoy the resuilt of your ‘industry.
I had ho and I had believed that
one endowed with your Intelllgence
and with the power to see the future

which the coun-

J

tice, and yet you Bﬁ!ll me you have no

ST hOpd. thah: JOW gk Joast, woild
-y " woun

promise to be a citizen in the fu-

ture. The se the court is that
u.Geo, C, m.m imprtisoned
f:t.hﬂ Territorial prison, of the Terri-
tory of Idaho, for the of twelve
months, I give this long period for
the purpose of teaching you and others
that resistance to the Jaws of our coun-
|try cannot be permitted. It is further

szdﬁhﬂ}'ﬂu pay a fine of $300

and inaddition the costs o
your prosecutiong at $100. You
may sit down.

Judge Hays.—Mr. Lenthaui', I had
hoped in view of your agé, that you
might say to the Court that in the fu-
ture you would obey the laws of your.
country. You could do 806 without sac-
ritice and without castiug infamy upon
any woman, for vour wife has been
but recently takén from you. [ under-
stand you te say that fuu claim the
right in the future as in the past, to
violate the laws of your country.

Mr. Leatham.~—] claim that I have
not violated the lawsof the country.
I have exereised right to——
i#lJudge Hays.—And have followed
your passions rather than your judg-
ment. Had you more intelligence |
should talk to you further, but, lacking
that intelligence which some of your
associates posseg‘;l iroceed 10 pass
the sentence of law upon you. The
sentence of the Court is that vonu,
Alexander Leatham, be imprisoned in
the Territorial prison for the term of
siX moaths, and that you, in addition

galllined tdhih sum of tfe hundred
ollars an e costs @ prosecu-
tion in your case, u.wgl.t one hundred

dollars..
Mr. Blackbuarn, you plead guilty?
a.—‘i’t:l, sir. i
~—Haye you a to say any-
thing further? gV

A.—No, sir.

Q.—I understand that you can give
me no assurance of your futurefirood
behavior?

A.—As [ said before, I sup
right, in obedience to my .

Q.—And you propose to exercise that
rig:% in the future as you have in the
pa -

A.—Yes, r honor.

Judge yes.—Then accept the
result of your course; and accept it
manfully. ' I believe you will do so. 1
have been somewhat impressed with
your course in pleading guilty.

Mr. Blackburn.—1 was guilty as the
aw looks at it.

Judge Hays.—The sentence of the
law is, that you, Alfred L.. Blackburn,
he imprisoned for the term of six
months in the Territorial prison. It is
further adjudged that you pay a fine of
three hundred dollars. I omit your
costs of the prosecution, vou having
come ferward and confessed your
offense against the law.

Mr. ‘Bjorn, have you anything to
say why sentence should not pow be
pronounced upon you?

f:! .——i bﬁlieve nut..gi

—And can you give no promise as
to the future? .

A.--1 will say this much: As vou
have expressed your dee s}'mgathy
toward me, I will say t I know
nothing about laws, bu: there is a
hizher law than this. [ claim to live
my religion. 1 can prove by that I
have done nothing to smite my con-

I am

-A.—Your honor, I cannot cast away

and to see what your present ruinous

science. On the one hand is the great




