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v s the happiest season

in ff 1 tmcf
BYY ELDER IVIV G MILLSit i i

chappyh group at a festive board
whereabereJ herebere sat both oidoldlold and young
were baiereager to be with knowledgknowledgee stored

14ghachaand improve as time passed along
r 1

JA question was raised forfar friendly strife
andadd warmly discussed with reason

4 orall the chanchaneschangesr vs of human life
1 which athe13 the happiest season

opinions were offered bybk ailallallail in turn
abutbut they did nothot agree it appears
and tbthe answeranscar deferred to the host

ia borne t I1 I1

theithe burden of fourscore years f

ththe oldoid man sinismiledled and essayed to please
Asai hihiss bosom with feelings was swelling

Hhe enquired had they seen a groveprove of trees
that grew before his dwelling

when thethem springsprin arrives and manymanyi a bud
on the trees aieafeare blossomingbloss oming

in th e soft light airair I1 think how good
ff inddid beaubeautiful

i

ticul is spring
4 when summer comes and rich foliage there

decks the treestreesiaadaanand baceach feathered comer
singsinsin s dithealthe branchesbran chea I1 think howhovVairfairpair

moumomhou beautiful itiv Sitsummergummerirmeriamer

when autumn their goldengoident fruitlt displaysdisplays
and th air leaves beabaarits gorgeous hue

I1 thi iiii labidi ffeel it whiled I1 fazeiazeI aze
autumn n is beautiful toofoo

and it is sere winter both branch and bouboughit
ot foliage and fruit are baredare

I1 111001baw chiouthrough11 the treeswhawhichchi I1 could
i 1not till nonowbyj if

and I1 see the statstars shining there

thus the Spring time of life hashai its charms
aud joys

to summer are beauties given
iniAutumn its wholesome fruit wew prize

and in winter wp look to
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ootcotCOTTONton AND ITS CULTURE DTJIT
r UTAH

having recently visited the cottocottonn growing
didistrictsil of southern utah andadd having gleanedcleaned
froflofromm the most reliable sources I1 somesortie informa-
tion on this subject theresilthe resistlt chitichieflyfly of per-
sonalbonal observation and experience inthisin this terri-
tory I1 cheerfully present it for consideration

the first efforts to raise cotton in utah were
made at fort clara on the santaranta clara river
upwards of miles south of great salt lake
Ccity1 tri iinn the year 1855 about thredthree quarts of
Poldoid1d aseede 1I were obtained from various quarters
most of which upon the of a
gentleman profprofessingprofessionessin a knowledge of cotton
growlgrowingng was soasoakede ih new mmilkk of this
not oneeseedseedbeed came up of that which waswag not
milk issoaked0aked about plants grew from
which wereie raised 75 ibs seed cotton

in 1856 the santa claraciara colonist renewed
their efforts planting one and a balfhalf bushels
seedpeed in five acres orof ground from this they
realized but about 00 lbsibs seed cotton

not greatlygreidy dis heartened they determined1 ned
ifr possible the next year todoto do something in
cotton raising and planted fifty acres which
was almost a total failure throy bad seed lack
of water the river having become dry and bad
management the whole

I1
crop yyielding0 only

ibslbs seed cottoncolton
the ppresentre s

i eni yearyea 1858 at the same locality
they have planted nearly 20 acres in cotton
and their crop was reported at about half a
stand this is a decided improvement and itif
the anticipations of the planters are rerealized
will throw into our bands the handsome quan-
tity of pounds of seed cotton

in the meantime efforts to raise cotton haehare
been made in ather sections

at washington the present season
acres of cotton werewerd reported and this quanti-
ty considered a fair stand which if realizedresized
will yieldbeld ibslbs i seed cotton it must
not bybee understood however that these figures
represent the whole number of acres of cotton
plantedcanted at thisthia settlement such success would
jibjlee too flattering probably there have been in
the region of fourfoun hundred acres planted
foreaforelore than two thirds as has been shown Is a
failure and this chiefly from salt and other
mineral in the soil however if they can
raise even one third of a crop the planters of
utah feel more than satisfied

at hubervilleHe berville a pioneer coonycolony organized
last spring under the superintendence of br
jos hornehome and sustained by frosts B ngung

V

H C kimball D H wells G D grant A
carrington and feramorz little located on the
rio virgin 9 miles south of ft clara there
are 33 acres in cotton for which half cistanda stand

considered a safeeafe estimate which would
give an aggregate of about bsthe seed
cottoncot toli

toquerville is another settlement formed this
spring lying in the narrow bottom of ash creek
about three miles aboaboveveitsits junction withwish the
rio virgin and nearlyneally 20 miles south east of
harmonyharmody here they planted eighteil acres in
cottoncotlon which bade fair for a goodpod yield but
by a hailbail storm in june it was mostly cut
down and tho stunted and ragged looking
alpezappearedtred more reregularular in the rows than any
elsewhere noticed f

this in connection with the fact that ththee
rio virgin has its source to the eastward otof
otof Tooti erville and continues nearly westward
till it passespa es He berville and bebeingilg sheltered
by high mountains immediately onn the north
and opeopen to the gouthsouth is one indication that
alallali tthe1 arable land on or near its baniesbanks where
water can be conducted as far uptip as the ststreamreali
will iusjusjustifytik cancall be made availablefor raising

cotton
A tract of about acres has beenbean dis-

covered some six miles above the mouth 0 ash
creek to which it is said to be lmimpossiblepossible to
construct a wagonwaon road I1

it is thouthoothoughtht billatillatthat the nauseous if notnoi poi
bonous qualities of thethe riorig virgin have influ-
enceall in causing the mineral in the sosoitosoltoito be
more dedestructiveS orion vevegetation0 elation if thisthib
be true a plantation toabeto the eastward williliiii klicilicruesue 1

aeed best for it hasteenhas been ascertained that
aboutabout five mmilesileslles above the mouthme uth of ash creek
there are poisonous springs 9 theibebe
virgin above which the water so illlil tasted
below is more wholesome

t

the settlerssettlersatsabat bervillehubervilleHe fforor a ionelonelongtimeb fimtim e
were compelled to drink this nauseous water
thethey dug a wellwely butbuibu ucbunhappilyappelyap found no bet-
ter water Finallyinyi in ahe latter partparl of thefhe
geasonreasonseason their ony relief was in findanfinding asara springing
of better water in the dry bed of thee santa
claracara which theythoy were undundererthethe necessity of
hauling about three milemlle
I1 it will iebe seen that there artiare many serious
obstacles to oppose cotton growingrowin n

but when we consider the disastrouss failures
that have attendedled similar attempts innotherbotherothe

i
r

countries as alstin this territory linin rairalkaisimraisingsim
other crapscropf we cannotannoe bu congratulate our-
selves thus fartar uponaloon ouroar success

I1 saw about ili14 acres ot0 cotton at washing-
ton onori the upland for which the cowper told
mmeebhee vawoulduld ngnno accept opeone thousand pounds
of ginnedir ned cotton

1
1

about the middle of july the plants were in
nearly every ststageage somesoine blesson pods just
farming some in first days blossom
some in red secondcond day others with bolls
faimingfoifol ming half termed fullfiill size and hard

cotton commences about the first
of september ondandnd continuescoatcont iniesluies till frost comes
the seed comes up besthest when planted not moreinore
than twoivo inches deepdee care being taken totd
have sufficient of moismolsmoisturetufe in the sui to brinebrins
it uptip the seedsied should be planted from april
latlet to the middle of may the lowsTowsrows should
be three feet apart each seed about one foot
apart its avaveragerage heheightight when matumaturere is
from two to four feetfeit this however need
not be cons dered any detriment for theAlthemithe hinestfinestnest
artclearticle growsgrowa onibeon ahe smaller sizelsiedsled jipiaplalantsrits
extremely largefarge1 plantsplaits field a coarse cotton
and frequently yieldleid boteinnonothingthintEin tthe greengrien seed variety basbag superseded allail
others experience as yet having proved that it
isbertbest adapted to our climate and

at bervillehubervilleHe it is13 estimated hatthat there are
about COOgoo acrisacresacres of land suitable fortor cotton be-
sides that already under cultivation fP

the plant when oungyoung is extremely tender
does rot require much water and is often in-
jured

in-
jured by too earlyearty andarid top frequent irirrigation
the water should not be ipappliedpliedpiled linin the dheninopening61

of the season till the show they need it
and then care should be taken to keep it from
the steaksstem by so doing not orlyodly will the plant
escape injury from water but it will be less
liable to be injuredinjuredbyby its worst efimyenemy the
mineral I1

I1 have observed on land where there isis con-
siderablesid erable minemidemineraliallal thatthit when water is applied
so that it reaches the stem of the plantpant its
effecteffectssareare disastrousdisadiba stroub but in rows ridged so
thatthat the water could soak to the roots without
totouching the stem the plant wapwaewaswab healthy and
strong

in some placesplace upon the application of
water the surface was changedchange dintointo a cement
caused by a superabundance of lime inin ththee
soil 1

coot nights and parching winds have been
somewhat detrimental

two or three times hoeing isis beneficial but
whileabile the plants are young too gretireattreat caution
cannot be used lest they be cut or
bruised with the hoe wounds produced by
the hoe are called sore shins by which the
plants are permanently adjuredDjuaredred

some species of cotton are perennialal naana allpil11

varieties arsare veryveny hardy after the piantaplanta ayeare
haijhalf grown r

i

the construction of durable dambisdams is of great
importance by a slight rise inin theahe river a
dam at Heberville that cost 1000 was swept
away in the season when irrigation was most
needed thus perilingperiling a whole seasons labors
at washington two or three dams have been
destroyeddestioyed by a similar cause

the common enemies and diseases tto0 which
cotton is13 subject in the southern states have
caused little or no alarm here our chief
ebernenemyy has been the mineral in the
pollsoiboi which by the adoption of modes of culture

to the soilsollso may to some extent betoe over-
come in spots where the plants have been
destrodestroyedel by mineral the present sea sorlsort jetlet
there bee planted some of0f the esculent roots
impervious to illelile effects of mimineralaeral by such a
course the land most impregnated may beb
mademadd suitable for cotton thenth en by
the seed on low ridges where the watercater will
not reach the stem of the plant the surety ofor
the crop may be much increased

As near as I1 am able to detedeteljdeterminerjne he under
strata inin this section of country la 0of temporaryin horary
formations of a loose conglomerateon the soil
itself heingbeing compcomposedased of sand ahe washingss ofoi
the fiverdiverriver at high water

the standardstan daiddald price for ginned cotton has
tiebeenn 75 cents pr ib the yield of seed cotton0 tobitofi
pr acre maymakmaybebe Betset down at 1200 lbsibs ththe
eedseeds isis said to average two thirds of the whole
weight

the cost of preparing it for market iis
1

probably 10 or 15 pr loo ibsiba
I1

averA veryy small wateroer power roller glngin atabc trftclara cleans ibslbs pr day A largenlargerlarlaeyereyen5 one
is in progress at tvaivawashingtonashingtonsh ington t

I1 mayprogressere add tha in all these sesettlementsbattlements
the soisorghum sucre spsucceedsdeeds well at wash-
ingtonilyityingtonton I1 saw several kinds ccf tobaccotoba c ed b idding6ffairair for a good crop A variety broughtblought by 1mrI1r
moore from Nnewe w zealzealand appeared very fine
yvCcottonscottonotton is by some entitledentitledKingking shall
not utah share iinrl ilsits benefits evevenen thothol its
cultivation ii13 attended with so marbarymarmaryy disad-
vantages and losses s i i 1e

i mcknight
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iiiijliifromroin the st routsfouts bernoberuocrat august zi
the utah aimyam contracts

totomorrowmorrow or the tldaya after a courtbourt of ininz
Vby order of the secretary otof war wllwil

meedmeet at fart leavenworth to16 investigateb the
condetcon dutduc af batilecapt van quarter wamermamer
at that post torfor aallegeded disobedience of i

tlonationa in the matter of muleintile purchases therhe
court will coicolc three silellsuperiorvellor officers and
the investigation it is thought will be puipulddlldoii

with apen doors the public on hear i
in1110 for thefhe first limetime of the ptOLeploce edings about
to beve instituted at forrfort would
probably suppose that the quartermasterquarter masteralaster is18

suspected by the depar at washingtonwashington
of daving acted inin co iustonluston with thetre unile
concorcontractorscontractorstractors lo10 aehe detriment of uhetheth public ser-
vice and the exeexchequerbequer as elteitallaiell as to
his bwllbiMi standing as ailan oth cerinin the military
serviceservisemecp 1

surmises of bisbig pplayingI1 1 ip fast and
loose withmith unclee samssama pocpoepocKeticetl alyillfi bolijconjunction

1

tilitill etioilorl
with thehe minemihe men would naturally ililov the
readingailingre of the dispatch ordering the court of
Inquiinquiryvy jtit haphappensredspers hove er that such a
supposition oior surmise is df ay oppo-
site theifie cactifacts the issueissuer between the secre-
tary of war and the quartermasterquarter Mmasterastern igis that
the latter has been too exacting in his dealindeadeddealingslings
mmithwithith the contractors that inirk several cases aehe
rejected mulmuimuleses which they allege came uptip to
ahthe specifications of the Depari and that
the price be set on those abichbich he accepted
waswads below their market value

he is alsoalpo accused of partiality toato a few of
the contractors but the gravamengra of the
chargeshaiges against him is that he refirefusedsed asis thetheibe
agent of the government 16 accept all the
mules which were offered to hinthim by some con-
tractorsIractootou and also abused the discretionary
power with which he wasaa invested by pacing
them prices which though hiiii reality
tant were below the calculationscalte ionslons of their cu-
pidity and the promises of thosehose politicians
init washington who procured for them the
patronage off secretary floyd

our rereadersaders mamay now that it islat13 not
for the laxity but tl e rigor of his conduct
that ivanJVan vlietvilet is brought to ibethebe bar he drove
too hardbard inin a bargain with these injured inno-
cents the mule men liehe had no thorough ap-
preciation of the fecesnecessitiesaties the liberality
and munificence of a government which sub-
sists by the judicious distribution of spoils
and which has spoils to the amount of ninety
millions to distribute he was unsophistica-
ted enough to think that tho doctrine of equi-
valents should be maintained td some extent in
transactions betweebetweenll the government and indi-
vidualsvi hence if the mule was below the
stanstandarddard height under or over the required
age broken down diseased or otherwise ra-
dically defective hebe refused to purchase it
and ifit it passed inspection in all particulars
hehp bought it together with the rest of the drove
at a price which left only some twenty or
thirty 40dollarclars a kiadbead net profit to the condraccon trac

tors out of these injuries inflicted upon those
worthy me the contractors have sprung
the court of inquiry they are fitly repre-
senteds by senator jim green he has been
mixed up with this mule business from the
first day he attended closely to it in wash-
ington last winter and succeeded in procuring
large favors or large orders from ththee warwr de-
partmentpart ment ostensibly for his friends hisbis bro-
ther I1iss concerned in these contracts and we
feel warranted in saying that the
self must be a participator in their profits
he was the agent ofbf the parties who received
the orders to Furnishfurnish ththe mules etwasit was through
his sollsolisolicitationsi citations the orders were granted and
hhee is nnowow the attorney before the court of in-
quiryq iry for0r hesethese parties hefie waswas chiefly instru-
mentalm in getting that court appointed and all
the facts warranwarrantt the assertion that he is one
of the silent partners of that greatgreaf stock job
brginghubblebubblecoticoricern which inflated that monstrous rub-
ble ahethehe mormon war andana which has made ten

ons of dollars by it so much fortor greens
connection with the Leavenleavenworthforth investiga-
tion

we havefiade no doubt that van VlietviletastaBkab disre-
garded tue spirit of bhishibis instructions however

carefullycarecart fullyu heemaymay haveave 0observedse arved the letter he
must have grievouslyisly disappointed the secre-
tary oe0 warar who bahadbad him stationed at leav
en wort because he was ssupposedased to be less
rimrigrigidgidmid others but military discipline
hrhardensdelis character and of all humhumanan clay old
saidARldsoldierleralerp aletheare the most intractable in the hands
of thehe potter vanvail vliet disappointed espee

and became anail eye soresure and a sturn
baugbing jockblock to the contractors and as thetho
whole object of the second years war against
the thothe buying or rewarding of

influences conidcould not be allowed to be
marred iiiin any degree by the stolidity of a
captain

I1
of infantry the salesman orof

I1
fort

snelling jorordereddered an investigation
lckY felidfellowv reeling makesnakesusus wondrous kind 15

the contractorsador fogforfoifol the utah armyaimy bad a
frient at courtlcourt whisp power was as high as
ilhis1

13 Ssympathiesy s were deep he stood up for
tbthee causecanse thitheir cause and hihlahias own the

I1

milmiimutt be maintained Is says that
pnoq prprivatei yate property shall be taktakenen by the govpov
eminentr in nt except on that full comcompen-
sation

p en

art on is19 mademate secretary floydfloxd and senator
greenendiveen havehive raralliedillet oliceonce more iin defense of the
constitution irmayit maymaj notno be generally knownkno wn
howbow these mule contracts v ere jobbedbobbed out
in the first place therehere werenere no formal ancon-
tracts entered infointo between the war depart-
ment and the mulemlle traderstradelsadeis thethie whole busi-
ness

bus-
ness was taken away fromirom Ggenen jessupJessiip to
hosewhose department it appertains by secretary
floyd shoahovho could hayebaye noDO legitimate connec-
tiontio with itA in 1itss executive aspect stichsuch
bibusiness1 siness has

i
always beenbien transacted by the

quarterquartermastermamastersier general who is the rresponsi-
ble

I1

person the secretary having re idere
dpn jesielslip a nullity by arrogating
ththe powers previously exercised by thatthab officer
proceeded to carry out the dutiesditties of
master general on a new plan hints veimei f
dropped to the lecLecoinomptonampton menmed in congress
that jiit was in the power of the secretary to
oblige some of in the councountrytry

these country friends the Le compton de-
mocratsmoc rats speedily summoned to the capitol
jim greensgreeng client soon appeared in resrebresponseponso
to the summons vice president brecken
ridgesruges friends sped there too kill
of ibe secretary himself were not hindmost in
thetheracerace the pennsylvania clique had also itaits
candidates on the ground ahe secretary
gavesave orders to them all to supply so manmany
mulesmulas the number putdowndown ininthethe order bengbeing
in proportion to the congressional influence
excitedxeryervet ted in behalf of the rrecipienteci plent jono price
was fixed but the secretary sent autograph
letters to the quarterquartermasteriliallmasteraster at fort leaven-
worth

7

telling him inah to allow a large
per on the outlay odtheof the contractors
in fact authority waswag given underhandedunder handed to
the quarter smarterseaster to give any price hebe chose
ar d it was because heha did not avail himself of
this authority to the utmost extent that be is
arraigned before the court he evidently
misunderstood the spirit of his instructinstructionslo10 ns or
he refused to lend himself to the robbing of
the treasury

these facturefactfactaresare undeniable the rule adopt-
ed made the contractors indifferent to the
prime cost of the mules because thethel profits
were to be in propproportion tuto the outlay of capi-
tal in fact the dearer they bought the more
they and if they paid higher prices thantharl

i they might have paid in the first instance who
can blame them between uncle sam and the
owners of a few mules here and there in the
country why should theyibey not act in a liberal
spirit we are not prepared to say the con-
tractors are much to blame we mean the re

isted contractors for there are many
prominent men connectconnectedod with these contracts
whose names do not appear but who share
largely in the proceeds the mode adopted
by secretary floyd not ononly permitted butabut as9111
cou raged the recipientsreci plentapienta of liskishighis orders for spsonSOR

at
pw

plying mules 0too give high prices and if tuethee


