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THE EDITORS COMMENTS

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

anly a few more hours and 1893
will be counted among the years that
amre past it hasbaa beau a remarkable
year in many respects fraught wit
Amportimportantarit eventsveniets somebowe of which will
oever fadeface ironafrom the annalsannala of mankind

backbackwardwaird we seebee numerous
on landjana and sea and a re-

markablymarkably lonulong death roll several of the
00 tablets of theibe earth having passed
wayaway worth utof property

teasahas bejbeen bybv fire thousand
adf lives were joel in earl quakes and
cyclones and hunubuiu reuareds more in rail
imadfad accidents revolution hasbas kin-
dled itaiits lawes in several places while
ever tuuthe nations of europe anarchy
at au a oi01 some structure 111

financial troubles at home
aadmd abroad auve daubed much anxiety
aladud butow in many places

but the year hasaas also been markebarkeitjby impo nant events 001 a8 more cheer
sulal thanihan here allured
to tilethe corlus fair with ibe
amum erous congresses held in connection
with ititisis one otof them As one result the
dmacebaoe congress nashas already eai peti-
tions to our government in the in terris
vf theme of peace among tuc

actions of aho world thetau
parliament aos notwithstanding usits

will be productive oa01

goodfood it11 else liit will tendlend tulu
prove the of the great
zonslone otof the corid alad the
utof them all to save temporally aau
ter the aumau race thereiny

preparingpeejh paring theane way lorfor the religion u
aritthr ibiitt among theibe prominent evenie
at1l the year the of the diealgreat
temple in thisbis citychy deserves mention
tile acceptance ulof thatthai house by the
alord is a pledge watthat hishill promisespru are
wetfever luain aul ever trueliue

with tuisluis assurance tue NEWS takestaken
great inILI extending to allail lieill
seabertreseaderaadert a happy new year greelinggreeli ug
our territory hatshan buneriu cempura
cavely jillie iralu abe thatmat
elave swept other ului theme world
therho new year blanks in hilti prokpprotpeckseuis
of peace iuin the midat utof theih deuie
xetah friends artare constantlyconstanily finding
birbeir increased ai iacome nuuanu

abroad alie neavenci buur their
over hillhili and dale

knotner abundant barvett
aa due time and the day setsemame t iebe
veryivory near when thiamin ferraury shallhall
4aa blehiblessedsed with the tulllull privileges seac-
corded to ilurur by a divinely

harohard timea like sturmi comecolie and
go0o the sun is ever

light above the cloutte tio
providence ovoverrulesartilea allail thing aanueld
turns even the trials to good torfor his
childreneb ildren to those who rancad bhuldald Llu
chis asure anchor otof hope the new year
will bring nothing but feeling 01k

sa aid joy
again a happy aud pro

new year to alilali

SPECIFIC aid all VALOREM

A IConconstant reader 11 writes to the

will you kindly inform many inter

ested readers of your excellent paper the
difference between specific and ad
valoreevalorem duties as applied in the mc-
kinley law and the wilson bill now
before congress

the difference between the terms
specific rudbud ad valoremvaloree as applied to
customs duties may be explained we
think quite as clearly and certainly
much more briefly without particular
reference to either of the measures
named our correspondent harjey
means that we should take the space
even if it were possible at this in-
complete stage of one of the ineameasures
named to compare the two in detail
ehst ie18 enumerate the articles on the
dutiable list in bulbboth which I1 the one
may be required tuto pay a specific and
lu the other an ad valoremvaloree tax tito
meaning otof the respective terms is noi1101

affected by the application otof the termstt ains
in this uror tollit t

specific dutley nit ana the same
thing whether used by
or wila ag audand ad valoreevaloremm du-
ties likewise this
nothot walinappropriately be addea I1hiietie
mckinley law uses bottibotn aMIi valori m
and autier with a kruigtru ig pre-
ference torfor theelie battellit tiel tiltthe wi sunson bill
LieclAres emphatically or idu vao reua
dutiesdulled wherever puspuseiblebible the framer
having substituted theseae fr wethe spe-
cific duties whenever it seemed
practical because the rdad iena
y tem has worked well in practice

and because it 10i a tax upon actual
valuesvalue J

abe laiter clause gives a fairly com-
plete 01 the term ad val
jonm accoraccordingdizig tuto value A tariff
based on that i batem therefore varies
with the price and value of the import

the duty is levid upon the real
value otof the article audand this
value is uel by the invoices
sworn to by importers or agenw
and to correction by the

valuation letleibuED

pacific aas HIPPIappliedltd t a customsib
duty implies a fixed tax upon article
importerimporteu as lorfor example 10 aeilt a
3 aruard on carpets wibber theibe
carpetscarpelis are worth 1 or 3 er
y rjrd inis is a naked
tion1100 of the two there Isid still11

anotheranut ber the compound uty systemeye ieni
formed of a unibuin n of0 both theibe othersother
by which each grade of the commodity
iuin question tois matiom nue tuto carry its share
aiuai u this is a virtual to thehe
ad valoremvaloree plan the otof a
sildie g acae which the duty
accuro in to the texture or costcool otof the
article

As to which olof the two is the betterbelter
for gty ube there alwaysml ways has beertbeen
there is and there always will be

alewe so strong aniland matmab
meriul a protectionist as henry clay
placed himself on record as against
theibe specific and in favor of the au
valoremvaloree ny steha making the argument
thatthai

I1 believe itif we adopt a fixed rate ad
valoremvaloree the revenue will be subjected to
fewer frauds than the injustice and frauds
incident to specific duties one of the
most prolific sources ofct the violation of
our revenue laws has been as everybody
knows the effort to get goods of a finer
quality and higher value admitted under

the lower rate of duty required for thosetho i
of a lower value 5

onoa the other baud jamesjamee BuoBue hanaubanan
and other prominent Demoedemocratsrats of a i
previous generation and daniel man
ning the strong man of PrepresidenteldenS
cleverandCleve lanilals former cabinet were une
quiequivocallyvocally opposed to ad valoremvaloree dudie
liesiles itsas against holding thatthab
the former i pitapals a premium on
perjury permit4 the grossest frauds on
the revenue by undervaluations and 1

increases expense by multiplying the
number of perkpt reousoits required to execute
it

it must be soldsaid that the tariffs of
other countries outcaal omeiomei doubtdoubtonon the

the expediency and leotice
of alai valoremvaloree duties one authority
points out that england imposes duties
oniia 8838 article france on austria
on russia on n ouon more
than SOU and denmark on 68 all of i

which dutiesdudes are specific
lariff makes articles dutiable and

1lna potes bleci duties on all but two
italy tariff covers SAT proproductsduett and
onOD hllad out i1 be the duties are specifici
norway collects customs on more than

articles and the duties are
except in six instances spain with

articles on its tariff imposes an siaad
valoreevalorem duty onbutonebutoae Andandretonyeton the
other side of01 the onit can hardly
be wondered at that under the system
of specific duties there would be ft 1

tremendous effort going on among IM 1

porters to get goods properly reve longing
in one class subject to a higher specific
duty brought in as of a lower grade
bearingbeanne a lower duty this is the
fraudulent feature of the matter and
in addition to it there isin the unjust and
unequal phase that the consumers of
different qualities of a commodity aroare
forced to submit to an equal tax as to
its quantity and that suchhuoh tax r
ably falls heaviest on the cheaper
gradessgraded whose consumerscn0 sumers are mostmoat
numerous and least able to raylay

it is not likely that either system
exclusively can be asidus id with 1

success and sBitinfaction both have
excellent features assassuming of course
that there is to be a tarifftanoaimat alland
beitner is without and imam
per 11I be question asan to
accepting mr wilsonsWil sons idea of guaring
the dutdutyV by the quality of the import i

or mr mckinleys idea of exacting it
according to10 the quantity with
dental compound or duties si
bisoneisoneif one orof much interest with politi-
cians and publishers but after all it lais
quite gecosecondaryandary to and wholly over
shadowed by the great query whether1

it is better for the united states totd 1

have a tariff at allsageall save for revenuereveau
r a tar ftfl levied particularly for the

protection of american industries

RAILROADS IN PALESTINE

the readers of the nis wd are aware
that efforts are being made to connect
the principal cities of palestine and
syria by railroads and that the line
between jaffa and jerusalem ha
already been oliopenedened ihiechia distance lajg
about forty five miles which tois made
by the raifrailroadroad loit a little imslct a than tourlour
hursin ure except when the trains are all
the way from two to four hours late
which we are towtoj is the general rule
the eaellI1 mode otof traveling on0 horneborle
tackback or by tagestage consumed twelvei

A


