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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

A HaPPY NEW YEaH.

Only a few more hours and 1883
will be connled among the years Lhat

@are past. Lt has beeu a remuckubie
Year in many respeocts, fraught wit
imyportant evenie, somne of which will
never (aue frcm lhe annals of manklod.

Looking backwurd we see nunmerous
«digusiers vu lany and sea and & re-
markably loog death roll, several of the
noiables of the earth having passed
away. Millivus’ wortb vl property
dlas btes ueatrsyed by fire. Thousands
f lives were lusl ip eart: quakss and
oye¢lones, and hunureds more 10 rall-
road acciuenis.  Revoiation bas kiy-
<ited 118 Hawivs 1D Beveral plaves, Wolle
-ver iue putions of Kurope aaarchy
LUTer4 As o BUHUOW U1 30RO Blrudiurle 1.
tiades. Finaucial troubles at home
nudy Abroad have cAused much anxiely
aad uGto Jdistress in many places,

Bat the yeur ons alew beeu marke .
by imporispl evenls v, s mMore Gheer.
fu} ouarugier 1hano Lheee bere alluved
toa.  Tue World’s Fair, with  tuae
numerous cung resses helu 1o couvnection
wilh it,jsoneof them. Asvpereauit tue
Peace colngless Das already sent peti-
Lions Lo vur guvernment io the interes.
of the iLsugurativo of peave amunyg Luc
nativos of the world. Toe reiigivus
parilamenl, wo, Dolwilthstaoding 11a
sbvrtcotnings, will be productive f
good. Lf veining else, I wili tend tu
grove the : quailty of the great relig-
20ns ot the wurid and the insufficiency
of them =1l W suVe, temporally auvu
caternstly, the huibaon race, therery
preparing the way lor the religiou vu.
Curlsl. Amoug the prominent €velic
©f Lhe yenr, Lthe Jdou.oullon of the great
Tempie 10 thie city deserves meution.
The acceptunce vi that bhouee by the
dsord 18 & pledge that His promises are
wver lullului, ever Lrae,

Wliln Luis sssursuge tue NEWS takes
gireal plensure 1o tXtenuiuy Lo B4 e
aesders . Happy-New-Yeur giestiug,
“Dur Territury bhas sufleied cotopura-
gively slilie 1row Lhe osismilles tuat
4iIa¥e swepl Olher poris 01 LLe WOrld,
"The new yesr lieaks 10 Wil proepecis
-l peace 1n the middt ul the pevple;
AJtab’s [rieuds aro conetpuily fiuding
wheir rauks 1n0reasequ, st wvule suu
abroad. L'1e neavens patir uowu thesr
blessings over hill aud Jale, 1nspining
4hre bupe 0 Anviber avundaut harves,
30 due time, a:d the day seums t. Le
wery near when thigiair Perritory shuil
dbe Dlesged with the (ull priviceges ac-
«worded to «ur ¢itizsne by a divioely
Joepired Constitutivi.

Hara times, llke sturme, coue aud
®o. The sun 18 ever spreading bie
glorlous light abuve the clouds. So
Frovidenes wvorrules ali thipgs wou
tuzns evVel the trinds tu gova for His
cblldren. To thoee whu can hoid to
this sure nncbor of bope 1he new year
wili bring wnotoing but leeliDgs 0
dappiness and joy.

Aynln, & Happy auu Pro-perous
WNew Yeurto sl

SPECIFIC AND Al VALOREN,

A “Coustagt Reader?? ‘writes to Lhe
wditoi:
Will you kindly inform mony ioter-

! ested readers of your excellent paper the

difference between specific and ad
vajorem duties as appiled Iin the Me-
Kinley law and the Wilson bill now
before Congress?

The diflerence between the terms
specific sud ad valorem as applied to
i customs duties may be exXplained we
think guite as clearly and certainly
much more briefly without particuiar
reference to elther of the measures
namwed. OQur correspondent haruly
means that we should {age the spuce,
even if it were possible at thi:s in-
complete stage of one of the meRsUrEes
named, to compare the two in delail—
that 18, enumerale the urticles vu the
dutiable list in buih, which i the cune
may be required tv puy 8 specitie, and
iu the other ap ad vatorem ax, The
mesnning of the respect: ve terms is uu!
affecled by tne appucalion of Lhe terms
themselves Lu 1hid of tiat enaclivent;
“gpeoific Jutics’ meapns the Bamne
thing wWhether used by McKiuley
or Wilswn; and ‘'ad  valurem Jdu.
ties* likewise. This much,however,may
nvt ins| preprialely be sddeu:  1ne
MeKinley law uses boti a1 valonm
and specific dutlier, With & rtrong pre.
ference fur the latier; the Wison bili
ueg¢larce emphatically or «d  vs.orem
dutllvd wherever puoseible, Lhie framer
having substituied tuese fir the spe-
cific dutiea “whenever it sremed
practical, becsu.e the au valviem
¥-tem has workeu weli in practice
and hecauee it is a tax upou notual
values.’?

I'be Jalter clause givea u tairly com-
plete vefinitivy o the term **ad wval.
vrem*-—according tu value. A tanfl
based vn Lhat - ystem, Lhereivre, Varies
with the price and vatue of the import
—tue Juty is leviid upon the real
value of the urticle taxeo; apnd this
value is usterwnined by the invoices

sworn lo by Jmporiers or agents
aod tulject 1o correctiop by the
dppralser?s  valustion. I'he el

' pacifie,’” a8 applied L) r cusloms
uuty, implies s Hzed tax upon sriicles
Impuried—as tor example, 10 cent- a

ARLY un  OBrpels, wiLelbher the
carpeis are” wurth $1  or $3 Ler
yord. Fnm 18 a woked defin.

tivn 0f the Lwusystems. There is util)
apulher, tbe compuund uiy systeo,
lurmed of a uui u of both the athers,
by which esch yrade of the commudn y
iu questivn is mauue to oarry 1le share,
ane—Lihis 18 u vitua} coucession to 1he
ud  valorem plan—the suopiion ot a
slidi: g 8¢ le whick varier 1he duty
acCurding tv the textnre or cost Ul Lhe
articie.

Agto which o the two is the belter
fur general use, there niways has been,
there stlil is, and LlDcere siwaye wiil De,
divergeut Yiewe, Ho sironk anid mue-
teriul a protectlonist as Henry Ciay
placed himeelt on record as agajust
the specifiec and in {avor of the auu
valorem syeiem, making the argument
tuan:

I believe il we adopt a fixed rate ad
valorem the revenue will be subjected to
fewer frands than the injustice and frauds
incident to specifie duties, One of the
most prelitic sonrces of the violation of
our revenue laws has been, ns everybody
kpows, the effort to get goods of a liner
quality and higher valne admitted under

the lower rate of daty reqguired for those
of a lowervalue.

On the otber haud James Buchapagy
anu other prominent Democrats of a
previous generalion, aod Daniel Map.
ning, the strong man of Presideng
Cleveland?s former eabinet, were upe-
guivoeally opposud 1o ad valorem du.
tles a8 against gpecilie, holding that
the former pPyBtem puls 8 premicin og
perjury, permits tie grosseal frauus on
the revenue by undervelualjons, and
lncreases eXpouse by muliplying the
number nf perions reguired to execute
it.

It must be ssid that the tarifts of
othér counlries gusi »ome doubt on the
oginionof the expediency and justice
of al valorem dutiea. ©Oune authoriry
puiuts vut that Xpgland imposes duties
vru 38 articier, France on 619, Ausiria
on 357, Russa on 440, Hwed: n ou more
than 300, and Denmark on 68, all of
Whict duties are specific. Germany?s
tariff makes 434 articles dutinble apy
impo+es epecific duties on all but two;
1121y %8 1arift covers 837 products, wud
on ati bute oo the duties are epecifio;
Nurway collecis customs on more than
6500 articles, and the duties are specific
vxcept in 21X instance:; Bpain, with
869 articles on iis tariff, imposea no ad

| valoremduty onbutoae, Andyer,on the

vther side oi the guestion,it can hardly
be wondered at thaut uoder the systen
of specific duties there wuuld be g
tremendous eflort goiug on among im-
poriers 1o get goods properly velunging
io voe class subject to a higher specifie
duty, brought in as of a luWer grade
bearing & lower duty. Fhis 18 the
fraudulent fealnre of the matier, and
in addition tu it there is the unjust apd
upequui phiase, tbat the consumers of
different qualities of a commoility are
furced to eubmit to ap equal taX as to
its quantity, and that sucb tax inevit-

ably falls heaviest on the cbeaper
grades, whoes o.nrumers are most
oumerous and least able to vay.

It is mnot likely thateither system
exclusively capn bs us:d  with
success and patiefaction. Both hawve
eXcellent tealures—assuming of course
that there is 1v be a tanfhar all—and
oeitner 18 without objecilous aud jme
per ectivns, The question as o
accepting Mr. Wilson’s idex of guaging
the duty by 1te guality of the impori,
or Mr. McKinley’s idea of exacting it
accordiug to the guantity, with inoi-
dental compound or **slidiog duties ??
it one of much interest with politi-
clapsana publisbers. Butafier ail it is
quite secondary to and wholly over-
shadowed by the great query, Whether
It iz better for the Uwoited States 1o
bave & Wirift at alleave for revenue,
+r a tar fi levied particularly for the
proteciion ot American Iodusiries,

BAILROADS IN PALESTINE.

Tbe resdera of the Nrw3 are aware
thal efforis ure being wade to couneot
the principal citiese of Pulestine and
Nyria by railrosds, and that the line
between Jafln and Jerusalem has
alTeady boen vpened. {'mis disiance is
anout forty-five miles which is made
by ti:e railroad in a little lers than four
hiure, except when the trains are all
the way from 1wu Lo four hours late,
which, we are tohi, is the genersl rule.
The cl1 mode of fraveling, ou bhor-e.
Lagk or by Frtage, cousumed twelve




