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proved to our satisfaction in many
ways. Among others, their newspaper
diatribes and pulplt harangues avainst
the iaw and their exhortatious to the

(non-polygamous) Mormons to stand |

by their (polygamic) leaders and
Eiders. In these discourses the
leading men of the Mormon Church
still advocate the dootrine of poly-
gamy as an essential part of their
creed, as openly and vehemently as at
any former period. Recently a num-
ber of discourses have been delivered
in Salt Lake City, and other parts of
the Territory, especially on this sub-
ject, by their most noted men., All
were invited by public notices in the
newspapers, and the meetings were
largely attended. Evidently these
meetings were gotten up by coneerted
action among the leaders; and our in-
terpretation of their motives is that
the auscrimination of the act of Con-
gress in favor of non-polygamist Mor-
mons is producing such results upon
the masses as to alarm their leading
men. That taey feel keenly the effects
0of this act is further shown by their
instituting a large number of suits at
law against the members of this Board,
grounded on their exclusion from the
podls.
wAmong the orthodox Mormons of
Utah polygamy is a part of their reli-
‘gious faith, and while but & small per-
«centage of the whole adult Mormon
population have actually entered into
‘the polygamic relation, yet all the
faithful believe in it as a divine revela-
tion. The Mormons Dbelieve in
the Old Tesament, the New Tes-
itament,and a great deal besides, name-
ly, the Book of Mormon, and divers so-
«alled revelations claimed to have
been received by the Prophet Joseph
'Smith, and his successors, Brigham
Young and John Taylor, which are
mostly printed in their Book of Doc-
‘trine and Covenants. Among these so-
«called revelations is one in favor of
plurality of wives. Doubtless there
.are many persons among the Mormons
who would be glad to find a way out of
polygamy. Devout and sincere in
their religious faith, as we believe the
-zenerality of the people to be,yet there
.are degrees of faith among them as
well as other sects, and the vast num-
‘her of apostasies that have taken place
from time to time is convincing evid-
.ence that the leaven of unbelief and
-skepticism is at work in many minds.
Whether the actual practice of poly-
gamy is on the decreasc or not, is a
«(didputed question. Since our last re-
port we have made additional investi-
sation, and we are of the opinion that
in the more rural districts, chiefly in
the southern portion of the Territory,
there has not be«cn much decrease,
while in Salt Lake County and other
counties where there are considerable
cities and towns there has been a de-
cided decrease, d
The physical geography and other
conditions of the Territory present an
obstacle to the speedy solution of the
difliculty. The tlI:lL r:-f emigration from
the States which 1n so few years settled
the status of the fertile State of the
**Great West” will not be repeated in
this Territory. There is little to at-
tract American farmers to Utah. Its
area is large—about 84,000 square miles;
but the greater portion consists of bar-
ren, rocky mountains and deserts, so

that perhaps not more than one acre in

fifty will ever be susceptible of culti-
vation. DBut there are many valleys,
that by means of irrigation from the
mountain streams, are very fertile and
productive. Nearly all of the agri-
cultural land is already occupied, and
it is very evident that Utah can never
support a large population. The pres-
ent population is estimated at 100,000,
about four-fifths being Mormons. The
people are generally engaged in agri-
cnltural pursuits, chiefly in a small
way, relying mainly on irrigation.

Prior to the completion of the trans-
contineutal railroad through Utah in
1869. there were very few non-Mor-
mons in the Territory. Since that
tune the business of mining has be-
<ome an important interest, several of
the most valuable mines of silver and
dead in the West being located there.
Besides there are some gold mines and
valuable deposits of coal iron, copper
and other minerals. The mines give
good employment to a great many per-
sons, and have been the means of at-
tracting considerable non - Mormon
population. Many of the non-Mor-
mons (or Gentiles) are doing a pros-
perous business in baking, mining and
mercantile pursuits. Candor requires
us also to say that personal security
and property rights appear to be as
inviolate in Utah as in any of the
States or Territories. However, bus-
iness men of small capital, among the
Gentiles, complain of dull times by
reason of the ¢ annishness of the Mor-
mons in trading with each other rather
h an the *“Gentiles.”

In the endeavor to present a fair and
impartial account of Utah and its peo-
ple, it would .be disingenudus in us if
we failed to put on record our convie-
tion, after much reading, observation,
and reflection, that during the last fif-
teen years there has been a great im-

rovement in the condition of affairs
nthe Tcrritﬂrﬁ. For over twenty years
prior to 1869, the Mormens were to a
great extent isolated from all the
world, Before the building of the
railroad across the continent, they
were for many years nearly a thousand
miles from any civilized community.
‘"Gathered” into the Great Salt Lake
Valley and other valleys of Utah, under
the leadership of a great but unculti-
vated born leader of men, who was im-
perious and fanatical, the Mormons
were but little inflaenced by the out-
side world. ;

That there have been freat changes
for the better is admitted by every can-

did observer. Last year a graceful and
able writer, in an editorial article in
one of the non-Mormon newspapers of
Salt Lake City, used the following lan-
guage expressive of the improved con-
dition of affairs in Utah:

Salt Lake is so changed from the
Utah of ten years ago that could the
old style of affairs be restored for a
week, the old slavery, the old tyranny
and the restrictions, the Mormon peo-

le themselves would rise up in rebel-

ion. There are forces at work which

are all-powerful, and which no article
or restrictions, no {falsehoods and no
superstitions can resist.

n considering this question the pub-
lic should not expect any considerable
change as the immediate result of the

resent laws of Congress, nor of an
egislation that is likely to be devised,
Such legislation will not speedily in-
duce the Moamon people to renounce
their religious creed concerning the
marriage relation and other so-called
“revelations.” The most that can be
predicted of sueh legislation is, that it
will, in connection with other influ-
ences, place the obnoxious features of
““Mormonism’” in & condition of
Trmdual declension and final extinction.
n presenting this view of the condi-
tion cf Utah, honorable mention is due
to the many Christian denominations
that have established cnllegeshschums
and churches in Salt Lake City and
many other parts of the Territory.
Among these are churches or schools
maintained by the Presbyterians, Meth-
odists, Congregationalists, Episcopa-
lians, Baptists, Catholics, and perhaps
others, all, or nearly all of which has
been accomplished within the last fif=
teen years. Some one or more of these
churches and schodls may be found in
nearly all the principal cities in the
Territory, and are chiefly supported by
the benevolence of the people and the
churches of the States. There are In
addition to those common schools es-
tablished by the Mormons by legisla-
tive authority. The dendminational
schools now number 79, with an ave-
rage daily attendance of nearly 6,000
pupils, many of whom are the children
of Mormon parents, These schools
are distributed as follows: Episcopal,
9; Methodist, 10; Congregational, 27;
il;'n:t;b}'tﬂriﬂ.n. 30; Baptist, 2; Catho-

e 1.

The noble and self-sacriticing men
and women of these various religious
denominations, who, as ministers and
teachers, have consecrated themselves
to this good work, are deserving of the
thanks and gratitude of every Chris-
tian and philanthropist, and it may be
that their labors under Divine Provi-
dence may accomplish more than the
wisdom of lawgivers.

Nevertheless, the vigorous execution
of eflicient laws of Congress should go

along with other instrumentalities and
influences, and it will be the marvel
and mystery of the ages if a mere
handful of people in the heart of the
continent can long withstand the com-
bined wisdom, power and Christian
it}ﬂuuntze of fifty-five millions of peo-
ple. :

In regard to those provisions of the
act ot Congress relating to the punish-
ment of the crime of polygamy (which
appertains to the courts of justice and
not to this Commission,) we beg leave
to suggest that a vigorous enforcement
of those provisions ought to go pari
passu with the execution of those pro-
visions that come under the authority
of this Board; and we areassured that
by vigorous and energetic action, the

uilty parties can be brought to justice
n VErv many cases,

Since our last report a number of
city elections have been held in Utah.
under the supervision of the Com-
mission, notably in Salt Lake City,
the eapital, and the largest city
in the Territory, with a popula-
tion of about 30,000, Fﬂrmuriiv al-
most all the municipal officers of the
city, nineteen in number, were in poly-
gamy, At the last election all of them
were chosen from Mormons who have
never gone into polygamy. County
and Deputy registration efticers for the
June revision of the registry have been
appointed by the Commission,and rules
and regulations for all registrations
during the year 1784 have been prepar-
ed and promulgated.

The Legislative Assembly of the Ter-
ritory,consisting of twenty-four mem-
bers of the Council and twenty-four
members of the llouse, assembled in
Salt Lake City on the 14th day of Jan-
uary, and after a session of sixty days
adjourned sine die. The members of
this body were all Mormons, but none
of them disqualified under the act of
Congress (not being in polygamy). No
act was passed concerning the mar-
riage relation. A bill relating to regis-
tration and elections, and declaring the
qualification of voters and office-hold-
ers, was passed in both houses, but
failed to receive the approval of the
Governor. A copy of tnis bill is here-
to attached.

By Congressional law the Governor
is a part of the legislative authority in
Utah, and no law can take effect with-
out his approval. In theopinion of the
Governor, as set forth elaborately in
his veto message, the bill was an eva-
sion of the law of Congress, and did
not come up to the requirements of
the country in regard to ulyﬁam{.
His .reasons are fully set fort in his
message (a copy of which is annexed.)

We call attention to the recommen-
dations made in our report of Oct. 30
1883, which are included in Senate bill
No. 1,283 reported by the judiciary com-
mittee.

In additien, we would also recom-
mend the enactment of a law by Con-
gress giving to the first (or lng} wife

he right of dower as at common law
or other interest in the real estate of

her husband as provided in the statutes
of many of the States,

In] order to facilitate the execution
of the punitory provisions of the law,
it would be well to provide for a fund
to be furnished by the Department o

in the Territory.

The justices of the peace of Utah,
beiufr nearly all Mormons, we think it
would be an act of justice to the non-
Mormons to confer upon the United
States Commissioners current ;jaris-
diction with the justices of the peace
in matters civil and criminal.

We would also suggest the advisabil-
ity of considering a law for the ap-
dointment by the Governor or District
Judges of certain Territorial and coun-
tyoflicers which are now elective. We
are aware that many good peovle of
Utah and elsewhere are in favorof a
Legislative Commission, which, in the
upﬁliﬂn of high legal u.ul;lmrite; is of
doubtful constitutionality. V ithout
presuming to decide this question, we
think that it is the part of wisdom to
unite all the friends of effective legis-
lation Apon some plan which is likely
to meet their approbation rather than
to attempt that which may be unattain-
ableat the present time,

' - Respectfully
ALEX, ih:u:sm',
G. L. GODFREY,
A. B. CARLTON,
J. R. PETTIGREW.
Hon. Henry M. Teller,
Secretary of the Interior.
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THE WATER QUESTION.

REPORTS have reached us to the effect
thatthere is much intensity and even
bitterness of feeling among a number of
the residents of the ‘““north bench” part
of the city 1n reference to. the water
question, It appears that their prayers
to the corporation have remained so

long unanswered that their stock of
patience is well nigh worn out, and
some are talking of extreme steps.

While the justice of the cause
of the ];euple who complain cannot be
properly denied, in view of the faith of
the corporation having been pledged to
give them the relief they ask for, their
payment of taxes in common with
other citizens, the urgency of their
needs and other numerous reasons, yet
extreme methods will not help the
matter along. On the contrary, we
believe they would operate against
the interests of the people on the
‘*bench.” There is now a wide public
sympathy for them, but any exhibition
of rashness on their part would turn
the tide of sentiment in the other di-
rection.

Besides, the comumittee to whom the
subject was recently referred are con-
sideriug it, and will probably be ina
position to report to the Council at an
early day. The only thing that can be
done under the circumstances is to
await the action of that body. It may
appear to be askiug too much to re-
quest patience from people who have
been waiting the solution of a matter
in which their health, comfort and
lives are to a considerable extent in-
volved, and which has been peanding
for a period of sixteen years. But it is
the best advice that can be given un-
der the circumstances. We believe
also that the solution of the question
must be approaching. The growth
and development of the city, as well as
the needs of a large body of citizens,
calls for it.

Speaking of the urgency of the de-
sired water supply, the statement of a
man who had resided high up on the
‘“‘bench” for fifteen years reached us
the other day. He had carried water
from the sect to his house during all
that tiine for every purpose, using it
frequently when several days old from
the creek. Lately he has been too
feeble to carry the water, and being
such hard labor he was almost com-
pelied to use harshness toward his
children before they would perform
the work. This necessity ot using
compulsion toward his cnildren dis-
tressed him wore than all the hard-
ship he had endured personally from
the scarcity of water and his being
compelled to convey it by hand to his
premises. This is but one case out of
nia.ny involving similar inconvenien=-
cies.

It is to be hoped that the corpora-
tion will be able soon to afford some
permanent relief to the scorched and
parched section of this beautiful city,
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FROM THE FOUR WINDS.

The base paths of the Chicago League
Club are eight feet wide.

It costs $45 to be burned in the
LeMoyne crematory in Pennsylvania,

To succeed one must sometimes be
very bold,” and sometimes very pru-
dent.—Napoleon.

Capt. Eads now proclaims that his
Tehuantepec ship railway is to be built
by English capatilists.

Two Boston men have plaved 23,000
Fa.mea of cribbage. One of the plavers
s one game ahead of the other.

There were 1,517 murders committed
in the United States in 1883. There
;ﬁere 93 legal executions and 118 lynch-

ngs.

Slade has been challenged to a hard-
glove match for $500 a side by the
gigantic pugilist, Jas. A. Slattery of
San Francisco.

T. Egginton Hogg is the name of the
resident of Oxregon Pacific railway,
e invariably discharges a man who

alludes to him as “*“Ham and eggs,"

Justice to the proper legal authorities !

s
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It is much easier to find a score of
men wise enough to rdiscover the truth
than to find one intrepid enough, in the
face of opposition, to stand up for it.

‘*Shall T take your love to your
mother?” said a lady visitor, who wss |
going to see the mother in question, to
a little child of three years. ‘‘She
has wy love,’”” was the quaint reply.

At the late republican State conven-
tion in Missouri, Ex-Senator Hender-
son declared that the trouble in St.
Louis republican politics is that there
are no followers but ten thousand re-
publican leaders.
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EST EQUIPPEL

RAILROAD IN THE WORLD,

Let it be forever remembered that th.é

CHICAGD & NORTH-WESTERN

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all 'well posted travel-
ers when passing to er from

CALIFORNIA AND COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the
ghort line between

Chicago and St. Paul and
Minneapolis

Millwauke2, LaCrosse,
Howard (Green Bﬁy}, is., Winona bwa-
tonna, Mankato, Minn., Cedar Rapi&a, Des
Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,
Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-
ford, Ill., are amongst its 800 local stations
on its lines.

Among a few of the numerous points of
superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this
road, are its DAY COACHES which are
the finest that human art and inienui can
create; its PALATIAL SLEEPFPING
CARNS, which are models of comfort and
elegance; its FPALACE DRAWING
ROOM CARS, which are unsurpassed by
any; and its widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other
road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that
IT IS THE BEST EQUIPPED ROAD
IN THE WORLD.

All points of interest North, Northwest and
West of Chicago, business centres, summer
resorts and noted hunting and fishing

rounds are accessible by the various
Erauﬂheu of this road.

It owns and controls over 5,000 miles of
road and has over four hundred passenger
conductors constantly caring for its mil-
lfons of patrons,

Ask your ticket agents for tickets via this
route. AND TA NONE OTHER. All
leading ticket agents sell them. It costs no
more to travel on this route, that gives first-
class accommodations, than it does to go by
the poorly equipped roads.

For maps, descriptive circulars and sum-
mer resort papers, or other information not
nht;aﬁinahla at your local ticket office, write
to the

GEN'L. PAGG. AGENT, G. & N.-W. B,

. CHICAGO ="~

Sparta, Madison,Fort
Wis., W
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