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A NIGHT INTHE9 CATCATACOMBS OF
r THE UPPER NILE

no featurefeitare in the mental idiosyncrasy of
ibactee Egyegyptiansplans is so striking as their paspatpassionsionslon
firfur excavating building and burrowing under
grontogroundundand ohalf the livesonlivesilves of the thoughtful class
atof the communitycoracoia who were so iaulaunumerousberous aud
influxinfluentialiestial aaas to impress their peculiarities
upon the whole nation was passed in subter-
raneousraneous apartments nominally constructed
forthe reception of the dead but in reality
the use of the livlivingirig who loved the grim soli-
tudetudee which the company of0 mummies and
perpetual presence aff death insuredsurelin to the fre-
quentersquenters of the tombs accordingly ththereere isis
scarcely a mountain rock or precipice in ary
erdeeraeportionoi ibn of0 the valley or of the desert
borderingring upon it duesdes not contain
suites more or less spaciousionslons of sepulchral
chambers adorned with sculpture painted in
brilliant and georgegeorgeotoi s colors abounding with
symbolic representations avithwit deep shafts
longiong corricorridoridorsdoro endeddendlessfiesfles flights of steps de

ingi winding branching off into the
bowels of the earth with here erldend there
nichesriches for coffingcoffins carved and decorated divans
0 I1 Dg anand beautifule tables running
ionlon t e wallwalialap on whichich to arrange the wines

T taand vianviandsis designed to comfort and ex-
hilaratehiilir te thee worshipperwororsshipperapper of isis and osiris

04Oftce while ramingroaming about the wastes of
nubia we learned that there existed far out in

tfine desert something which our informants
called a ruin although whether below or
aaboveb ove ground they wereiaereerb unable to decide
respecting its exact distance from the river
tiritile twere equally uncertaintaIR some estimating

hour some at three or more arria
after dark at the village which

was totia form our startstartingilig point we found the
dyole population asleep or determined to ap

with the exception of four youngM
mebY whom we heard while groping our way
through the dusky streets or rather lanes

C and laughing in a ruinousruirulnoua unlighted
Bbuildingmidiniding our arab servants who cherished
strong prejudices against all inhabitants of
we black countries argued that they mutmuimustst
be murderers or at least brigandsbrigandebrigands otherwise
they could have no motive for sitting together

blayih the dark after all honest people were in
their bedbeds but brigandsbrigandebrigands or no brigandebrigandsbrigands
they would probably fortor money consent to be
ouroar guides which whenbhea we had knocked andland
made known our wishes they cheerfully dididd
emustIt must be said for wild and eastern men in
general that they seldom profess knowledge
wen conscious of ignorance so that it they
undertake to conduct you to any place you
naianalagibejibe tolerably certain they are familiar
with the road though aboutab 0ut distance their
ideasideiscafare often misty on the present occa
isiolasiobionourour difficulties were multiplied bby the
circumstance that the guides understoodunderstood not
one word of arabic while wih the exception
otaof an ignorant river pilot we were all equal y
ullerl acquainted with the noubar language
scanty and unsatisfactory therefore wogivas ouroar

JaFercommunication but ab they affirmed un
yanman that they could lead us to the
rdramsins of which we were in search we bade
Wthiemim movetrove on and followed soon the vil
aejage was left behind and the desert entered
I1ildonthorr the desert vast monotonous I1lightedi eted
aptp by the most brilliant moon its s ind hills

Jjailed up and modeled by the winds clothed in
somewat Pplaceslaces with tamarisk or the oriental
willowilowCliow alternating at intervals with barrenbairen

rising into peaks or cloven into vast
1gfafiafissures through which we wound our way
Irthimeamemersedraed at times in deep shadowshadowy with the
ahninyyawning mouths of caverns on either handol01ar attendants little used to walking over
neenneepleenleep sand or rugged rocks presently became
11tiredred and their jeannesswewe arnessanness perhaps induced
etem to question us as to uhetherwhether or not we
endvid brought our firearms with us since they
apprehended that our guides might possibly

lavekavelavehave a dwaign upon our lives aaas they often

lwhispered together and laughed our rillesrifles
ivr pistols even our daggers bad been leftieleft be
jidaidnil so that hadbad the nubians inteintendedtided mis
ishee they had an excellent opportunity but
V1 eyy entertained no such ideas and at lengthth
ratterrafterafteratter a weary march of at least three hours
topped at the foot of a iovlowlov mountain beclar

yeayrajang us to be now in possession of thelthe object of
emch we were in search As neither column
tornor obelisk nor wallwait nor gateway anywhere
jomppappearedeared we began to suspect they were
really mocking us and bengbe ng roused to anger
lierfieFfiercelycely demanded what they meant the
men then with their spears pointed to an
egyptian cornice cut in the rock and all butbut
covered with sand which kneeling down
tthey vigorouslyt moved with their hands till
they IMlaid open a small doorway through
whichhibb bein the most eager of the party I1

forced my way like the egyptian deity
AAgathoath demon wrwrigglingegglin into a holebole
f oaceonce entered I1 beheldabyby my wax taper one
othe most astonishing bights I1 had ever wit
08 ed standing on tuatie sand mounds blown

14lalyby the winds myray head nearly tousledtouched the
roifrobt which was completely instinct with 11lifeilfefe

of small creatures with sooty wings
open mouths anandd g itteningering head likeilke eyes

hungbung ququiveringliering and trembling from the rocrockk
detaching themselves gradually and darting
ramly hither and thither in the unaccustomed
light leaving my companions to work their
wayt through the andsand at their lelauleisureresrep I1 ad-
vanced with moreinore than my wonted caution
into the cavern nor was caution at all un
necessary for I1 had not proceeded many yards
before a large square mummy pit yawneddawned be-
foreforegome into this pit I1 thaw a stone and by
its frequent bounding and rebounding from
eidebide to side conjectured that the depth of thotha
shift could not be lessleo than seventy or eighty

feetdangeodanlerafter warning my friends of the din-
ger

dan-
ger I1 skirted the pit aardr d then paused in pro-
found admiration of the grandeur extent and
magnificence of this subterranean palace
constructed by the lavish industry of the
egyptians in an out of the way mountain
which they who quenched their thirst at the
nilekite could have seldom had occasion to visit
unless which is not improbable all this
portion of the wilberne a hadbad been rendered
fertile by their genius and energy thelamathe tama
risks ane willows and the mimosasmim still
growing on several hillocks and hollows tes-
tified tuto the practicability of such a transfor-
mationI1

11J afenater gazing round me for several minutes
1 I discerned a square opening in the rock lead-
ingling to a lower suite of apartments and after
estimating the depth which seemed to be
from fifteen to eighteen feet I1 leaned forwards
with my handsbands on the sides of the op ering
and leaped doadowdoinn followed by a of
bats all apparently intent upon extinguish-
ing nymy wax taper and at length to my no
small annoyance succeeded they now con-
sidered theyibey had got me all and
as I1 sloppedstopped to grope about for my candle I1
felt them cra aling thick upon the aroungroundt and
put my thumb and finger into their open
mouths while others of their brethren crawled
over my lead into my bosom and down the
back of my neck theirheir cold clammy touch
making me shivershier with disgust into these
hallsballs and corridors no light but that of a torch
or taper bad ever penetrated since the crea
bioni around me was the true egyptian dark-
nesss a darkness which could be felt since it
weighed upon the spirits and made the eye-
balls strain to catch s glimpse of something
ylayiavisibleI1 ibleibie and tangible I1 picked up stones and
threw them in vailovariousus directions and as
however far they went they struck against no
rock or wall but always fell on the sandy or
stony floor I1 conjectured that I1 stood in the I1

aidt of a vast ball the pavement of which
might be pierced with mummy pits or other
11dangerous catcaicavitiescities beginning to be alarmed
since I1 knew not how to advance or retreat I1
shouted with all my might to my companions
who not knowing what course I1 had taken
had probably turned off into other galleries
never supposing I1 could have descended into
thatthatchchasmchaamasuiasua her they came to my aid or
not there was not or01 e circumstance which in-
spired me with the hope that I1 might find an
exit fthornom that dismal den this was a slight
current of air which now and then breathed
upon me exploring the floor carefully now
with my feet and now with myray handsbands I1 moved
towards the point from which the air came

I1 butu tomto my dismayalmay the little breeze
ceceaseda a e toablowblowbiow and then a tewfew seconds after-
wards appeared to come from behind inow
resumedminelined myr former practice of throwing
atonesstones inandpatat length found that thethey struck

I1 alainagainstsit a lvwallwalialiall which turned out 11howeverhowever
wwhenen I1 lreaireareachedc hedbed it to be only the face of a
I1argelarge square pillar designed to support the
weight of the superincumbent mountain on
a low projection of this pillar I1 sat down to
consider what was next to be done if I1 sat
there tilltili morning the returning day would not
improve mylay condition the stones which
strewed the floors were too soft to afford the
least spark of fire by collision all the means
of striking alighta light were with my arab ser-
vants who I1 feared hadbad given me up for lost
and had retreated from the catacombscata combs at
this idea a bewildering terror came over me
and I1 rose aridand straining my voice to its ut-
most pitch sent what resembled a loud roar
through the cavern the echoes took it up
and carried it right and left till it became
fainter and fainter and gradually died away
in the distance visions and phantasms then
took possession of my mind I1 beheld the
slope of a mountain capped with snow and in
a sheltered nook near its base a househousey with
children overlooked by a woman playing on
the green sward before it A baby I1 ay among

I1 roses near the wowomanscomansmanlis feet who alternately
gazed atitat it abdatand at the page orof ah book which it
was clear she was not reading upon this
scene I1 gazed wi h deep ananguishguisti since it
seemed to be the last glimpse I1 should ever
obtain of those figures fancy then carried
me higher tipup the mountain towards where
the avalanches roll and real and as I1
mounted one of the moabmoat enormous buk ap
feared to be from its seat and to be
launched like lightning den the steep decliv-
ity I1 was tollagmely climbing it struck it
overoverwhelmedhelmed it stunned me rmosthostlost all sensa-
tion when I1 escaped frofromm the folds of this
hithideousleous vision I1 beheld my arab servants
each with a liabtinabtin his hands standing before

I1 me and 1inquiringi how it happened that I1 hhadbadad
lost Lmyself and proceeded to aoso great a dis-
tanceance in the dark

it was immaterial we now fourd our-
selvesse iveslyes in an immense excavation
sides pillars and aichs were glowing with
strange imagery painted in bright colors and
representing as we conjectured the passapassagege
of the soul from earth to hades descending
from amid trees and flowers along a dreary
path the spirit dim ahadoabadoshadowywy almost color-
less followed two wolf headedbeaded conductors
into the presence of thetho subterranean king
who was to pronounce judgment upon it and
assignabst it anin abode blithe and joyous or por

dismaldumal according to the tenor of
its career on earth the spirit in question
baphaphappeningpening to be one of the fortunate soon
passed itaits examination and was received by
two ladies who led it by the handhani into a place
abounding with all those delights upon which
the ancient egyptians set especial value
wineywine fruitsfruit flowflowersrrberb all sortaaorta of deliciousdelici oua
viands choruses of women dancing in circles
wllie others of the bameearne bexsex played upon

golden harpp whichich fromfroin their open mouths
i they appeared to lie14 accompanying q with their
voices at this reception the spirit seemed
to lose the of its figure aridard was
plumped out to respectable dimensions while
its face beamed with joy here the artist
stopped short either because his activity bidhad
been arrested by deathdeathy or wishing to aban

J don to hebe imagination thehe remainder oeof the
scene jnin a sculptured niche close at hand

twewe didiscoveredcovered a gorgeously painted coffin
with a face of rare beauty delineated on the
lid having black sweeping eyelasheseye lashes
a straystraistraight nose hithbithbieh forehead and rich
pouting lips resemblinging those of a macedon-
ian rather than of an eg woman for
the chin too was greek that is exquisitely
rounded dimpled and rising over a neck
never surely belibeilbeheldld among the genuine na-
tives of the valley should we find
the mummy within and ifit we did would it
answer the flattering indications ofot the efte
riol the discovery was soon made that the
coffin hadkad never been opened and BOso much
like one solid block of wood had time and
thick paint rendered it that it was with noiio
little difficulty we discovered the point of
junction between the lid and the coffin the
want of hammers and chisels would have ren-
dered our discovery of no avail had not our
nubian guides drawn forth heavy crooked
daggers from beneath their armpits one of
which I1 purchased on the spot aridand still pos-
sess and suggested the possibility of opening
the sarcophagus with them this we at
length did the mummy properly speckingeking
was not visible being concealed by a thick
investiture of swaths and bandages envelop-
ing its form obliquely while its face was re-
presentedresented by a painted mask of rare beauty
roundbound the throat was a necklace and on the
breast a chain of gold beads exquisitely
formed and chased of which we robbed tretle
mummy we were however of
some conscience for after having appropriat-
ed the necklace and the beads with a bluablur
porcelain rangng worn probably in life by the
deceased lady we replaced the lid restored
bethe coffin to its niche and left it either to be-

come a prey to the next travelers from europe
or to remain there in silence and quietness
till the great resurrection

it so happens that the egyptians even in
their sepulchreschres where the mysteries of life
and death are strangely mingled invest their
spirits with attributes which will not bear to
be spoken of in one place the imagination
is borne up to the highest level oforthethe sublime
in another it is dashed suddenly to the earth
in the mosimostmost material way bodies mutilated
in war are piled up before barbarous mon-
archs decapitated a lie prostrate on the
floor while the headsbeads which have been sever-
ed from them are heaped grim and ghaghastly
in a corner some attempts are occasionally
made to suggest an ethnological distribution
of the races whose deeds are celebrated on the
walls of these tombstomasy for where the painters
were real egyptians we find groups of red
men driving forward other groups of whitewhit
yellow or black men as captives or slaves
by the white meninen they are to have
dedesignatedsignaled their macedonmacedoniania ii mRmasters in
whichh case tombs are of recent construction
while the yellow men represent persians or
other A strongstreng objection to this
theory however iais foundfound in the fact that
among the oldest tombstomba in thebes excavated
and painted in all likelihood before the
siege of troy groups of white men are dis-
covered who may therefore be merely meant
to represent white strangers wrecked by
storms on the egyptian coadcoas prid soldbold as
slaves to the princes and grandeesgrandeasgran dees of the

when we hadbad ruffic entis examined the
paintings we entered aa alvingir nt corridor which
after ascending and descending for many hun-
dred yards terminated in a small chamber in
which we noticed a mummy pit filled with
large stonesstories to the top in the wall was a
bole about four feet and a half from the
ground which looked into another tomb for
through it we could discern ionerloner suites of
painted passages and apartments after
much consultation and many tempting pro-
posals made to the nubians and arabs no
one would consent to be thrust through that
hole into the neighboring tomb some pre-
tended fear of ghouls and efries others refused
to explain the ground of their apprehensions
I1 then volunteered and having been raised to
a horizontal porpoa tion my head and neck were
thrust the opening in the wall but no
efforts of my friends sufficed to propel my
shoulders after them grogrowingainghing apparently
weary of keepingkeepin my body straight they
were on the point off breaking my neck whenwb en
by a violent effort I1 forced backbaci my head out
of the opening and dropped among the pilesples
of rubbish the twinge I1 then felt ini my
spinespins seems to be renewed as I1 write aswellas wellweil
as the anger with which I1 reproached my
friends and followers for their disregard of
my lifeife hunger and fatigue now made usas
thinthinkk of a retreat but it was easier to re-
solve than to make it fonfor so numerous
wereyere tthete passages corridors flights of steps
and suites of chambers we had traversed hat
no exit for a ionglong while appeared at length
we arrived in the great hallhailhailshalli whose vast roof
rose into the mountain far beyond the reach
of the light afforded by our tapers and torches
as wellwelt as of the stones whichwhick withmithw ith stronestrong
arms we cast upwards in search of it Ait
was the opinion of some of our party that in
this instance thetLe egyptians had taken ad-
vantage of an immense natural cavern in
forming this dome which for height aandaudud
breadth exceededexoeexie eded the largest cathedrals in the
arld under the impulse of keen appetite

the tastelaste for the picturesque botbolbobev
faint soIBOtoi innitespitefa 1 of the great antiquarian at-
tractionstr we bhurried towards the adit aidand
soon found ourselves in the keen sweet elaelax r
tic refreshing air of the desert here iwa04
enjoyed a spectacle which threw all the labors
of0 the Eegyptians completely into tte shade
this was the dawn which was just then be-
ginning to spread its white skirts over theth
eastern sky we forgot the dangers we hadbad
paced forgot our hungerbringer forgot everything
and climbed the rocky pinnacles of the near

westhilljeest hill to witness tthee most glorgloriouslousious show
which nature has to present along the liniline
of the horizon just whereabere the eastern desert i
comes in contact with uieuse slysky 1 a bright flush f
every lomentlomentiome becoming more and more lumi
neusnaus surged up it to the firmament changing
rapidly from white to yellow from yellow to
deep saffron from saffron to pink to crimson
to burp eP till thelielle whole mighty arch of the
orient heaven became one blaze of inter-
mingled colors flashing glittering ouiquiveringverinoveringvering
as if all the auroras of th pole hadb tulTuiquiveringbeenene n sullbullsud-
denly thrown together not a word escaped
from the lips of any one present in silent
astonishment bordering possibly orr adoration
arab nubian european gazed at the pre-
cursors of the sun beautiful beyond deschidescrip-
tion thrilling absorbing over alinz till aeha
vastvasi neryaery disc more resplendent than moltenri
gold and absolutely blinding through itsils
brightness thrust up its dazzling rim above
the edge of the desert and in a moment hietlethetie
full day shone upon the earbcarhearh

the contrast between the interior of methe
catacombscata combs smelling of bats coffins mummiesmum mie 1l

decaying gums cere clothsclaths and wood crum
bling under the influence of time and the
buobuoyantyanto elastic breezes blowing up
the valley and diffusing themselves softly over
the waste ccouldduld hardly be surpassed yet
it is worthy of remark that there are no dele-
terious in egyptian tombs no one
was ever the worse for breachingbreathing the atmos
pitre they contain I1 have slept whole weeks
in the midst of coffins all containing corpses
and never experienced the slightest incon
vengenceveni ence though the air occasionally appears
close and on that account but on that acack 1

count only disagreeable

001 ibis we were ourselves afterwards robbed in ouroueOT

turuturn in an italian colom househonhou e 1 I

theTHE LORDS NO DEAF

A poor old leafdeaf man residing in a Fifeshirt
village wawas visited one day by the parishfairish cler-
gymangy a n Wwhob 0 had recently taken a resolution
tto payay suchch visits regularly 0too his

I erernerb and therefore made a promise to the wife
of ththis villagerif ger that heh should call occasion-
allyal lyardaidard pray with him izethe minister how-
ever soon fell I1through resolution and did
not pay another visit to the deaf man till threwthree
yearsrears after when happeninghap to go through
thebe alley in which the poor man lived hebe
found the wife at the door and therefore
could not avoid inquiring for her huhubbandausbaabanAna

well Almargaretargaret said the minister howbow
Is thomas 1

19 nanad the better 0 yyouou was the rather
curt answer

how margaret inquired the minister
11 oh yjee promised years syne to ca and

daridarEdarkened
prapraxpray ance a fortnightfortforty ight wllwilwi him and ye ance
darkenedened the toonboor syne

well well margaret dont be so short I1
thought it was not necessarynecea arysary to call and prayprie
with thomas fonfoe hieshesties datdeafdaf you know and
canncannotot bear meroe

t but sir r joined the woman thotiothe lorislords
0o deaf

the indolent clergyman shrank absab sshed
from the cottage

SLANG PHRASES the use of siangslang so Ppre-
valent

reclarisova I1ent among the half educated anda ridfid fast4t por-
tions oeof the community is pretty well anthit dir-
in the folfoifollowinglowin paragraph

if yoyouu aivishwish tto0 eebe a A no 111 woman you
have gotpot to toe the mark and be less
t1 n 2 0 you may bet your head on that yonyort
mayfingmay singbing like a martingale you
may spin street yarn at the rate of inknots an hour youyon may talk like a bookbool
you mayinay dance as if you were on a breguregular
break down and play the piano mighty fine
but 1 I1 tell you you cant come to tea youyouyon
maybemay be handsomehandsom but you cant come injreyou might just aaas well cave in first astasi laef

fortor you cant put it
any way you canean fizfix it ifkoif byoir imagine boitmay go it while you are younyoung for when youyon

get old yoiyoa cant you dont comecocie ityiti byiby a
lolawlongiong0 chalk own apyup rowrows ardara mocdo the
s raight thing and illpitlil setsetget youyon down asoaa oneonane
of the women we read of ifit you contecome ut
to the scratch why I1 must hettiet slide
but if you have a sneakingA notion fortor beirbelrbeirsheirs I1a regular brick there is i 0 other way not
as you knows onyonson inni airreesirree hossboss I1 if a
young man bshuldbulddidnid kind 0 shino up to you
and you should cotton to himdimandalidaind hahe shoudshould
hear you say by the jumpie mosesmose or fbly
the livlivingirig jingo or tinymy goodness 2 0orr ir1I vow
or go it betsy ill hold your bonnbonneetort or in jd
your eyefye or hitbit yimlimim again or take meroe
apayoranavor dry 1 or draw your sled
or cut stick or give idralna particular fiasfits 1 tike
would pretty certaicertainlylITily levaichai orate

novel TARGET A sewnew target fortoy riler1139
and fancy ehlts hashab been contrived in biglan f
A modelmotel of a derd er is13 mounted on a eurcurveded ra Is
way and mauemalle to descend swiftly trostfritritrl 4
behind onecue shield to another sitethe target I1n4
a bulls eyoeya placed on the deerbdeera shoulder 1tit lais hitbit in the hathaihaunchesinches a nheche is levied for
massifnia if the bullsbuiles eye iais hitahatahitbit a prizepride is ivonivoawonwoo islfthe shot 7


