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of churches what was the good of
another church and new revelation
the speaker proceeded to reply
to these questions first by
showing what the bible is
and what it is not how it was com-
piled and the fact that many prophe-
cies and books and epistles spoken of
it the bible are not to be found in
that collection of writings second
toyby showing that the bible had not suc-
ceeded in bringing people to a common
understanding of religion nor to the
unity of the faith and that it was not
able to confer upon any man the au-
thority to administer in the namenaine of
petty third by demonstrating that
the power to preach the gospel of
christ and administer its ordinances
conferred41 by christ upon his apostles
was improperly claimed by modern
ministers among the different conflic-
ting sectsbisects that they had no more right
to take the commission given to the
eleven apostles of old than a man would
now to10 take some old commission given
to an ambassador from an ancient
court or to adjudge in olden times

aia claim it as his own fourth byovmowingag that authority from god could
daylly be conferred by revelation from

04 and all the modern christian sects
danied that there had been any revela-
tion from him since the time when
john the beloved recilreceivedved hishs visionononon
thehe island of patmos while admit-
ting that much good had been done by
rireformersformers and that there were many

na ardand devout and prayerful people
fitln all the christian sects and also in
heathendomen m aand among the jews yet
thisa ine authority was not amongon
themem judging by their own arguments
and admissionslasionis the gospel as
preached by christ and his Apostapostleslet
and the organization ordinances gifts
and blessings of the primitive chris-
tian church were explains by the
speaker and contrasted with modern
churches made by men the necess-
ity of a restoration of the true church
with authority to administer
tn the name of the father
and of the son and of the holy ghost
wasvas pointed out and the speaker tes-
tifiedfled to the opening of the heavens in

abe latter days and the ministrations
retreferrederred to by elder grant he bore
testimony thatthal these things were true
and4 called upon all who had not done
ap0O to repent of their sins and be bap
steed by one having authority for the
remission of sins and promised them
the holy ghost as a consequence which

i would give each obedient person a wit-
ness ofat the truth elder penrose an
cowered the question what had become
otet all the people who had died who
kad not received this gospel and
showed that not only christian people
but the heathen who had never heard
jbthe name ofaf jesus christ would b

to when out of the body itif
they hadbad departed without that
lege that the spirit of man was an
entity a sentient responsible being
eble to learn to repent and to improve
and that the modern notions on this
subject that there was no chance for a
manra after death was irrational and un-
scriptural he testified that the time
would come when all would deaxhearthethe
lahita and atterafter suffering for their
wickedness and folly all except the
bonsons of perdition would be saved in
botne of the many mansions which were
fa ohph kingdom of the father every

jaseejKSee would bow every tongue confess
that jesus waewaa the christ he would
awn the victory and death and hellbell
jax destroyed and the eternal father
wull be glorified in the redemption

wtbf ills children
the choir and congregation sang

our god we raise to thee
thanks for thy blessings free

adjourned to meet on saturday june
nth 1898 at 10 a m
li benediction by president jojosephseph F
smith

SCHOOL TAX LAW IS INVALID

the supreme court handed down an
monday in the case of mercur

gold mining and milling company vs
william spry collector for tooelethoele
county and tooelethoele county appellants
affirming the judgment of the court
below

this case was an appeal from the
judgment and decree rendered by judge
cherry at tooelethoele declaringaxing null and
void a certain tax sale made of respond-
ents mining claim assessed and levied
for the taxes of 1896 upon the net pro-
ceeds of its mines for that year

the findings showed that the as-
sessor of tooelethoele failed to list or assess
the net proceeds of respondents mine
in the manner provided for the assess-
ment of other property but in june
1896 he assessed the net annual pro-
ceeds of the mine for 1896 at
upon the basis of the net annual pro-
ceeds of the mine between june 1I 1895

and june 1 1896 there were carried
upon books of the county as state tax
of 5 mills a state school tax of 3 mills
a county tax of 5 mills a school tax
of 2 mills and a specialspeciaI1 school tax of
12 mills on the dollar torfor the dis

this made a total tax levy
against the mercur gold mining and
milling company of 27 mills on
the assessment of the entire
net proceeds of the mine between the
1stast of june 1895 and the ath of janu-
ary 1896 were between the
ath of january 1896 and the ath of
april 1396 they were and
between the ath of april and the 1stast of
june of the same year they weiweree 32

these facts appeared upon the
books of the company and were abess
able at all times to the assessor

when the mercur company
of the assessment which was not un-
til

I1

october 1896 it immediately ap-
plied to have the assessment contested
but the county commissioners of

tooelethoele county refused the request
the mercur company paid its taxes

on a valuation of of net pro-
t

pro-
ceeds 1750 ariaand refused to pay thethe

balance of
injunction proceedings were com-

menced to prevent a collection of the
balance torfor the reasons stated which
judge cherry granted holding that
the facts set out in the complaint pre-
sented an unusual case and that the
remedy provided against illegal taxes
was inadequate

As conclusions of law judge cherry
foundf that section 4 of article 13 of
the state constitution was not self
executing and was not in force until
april ath 1896 that the law imposing
taxes upon the net annual proceeds of
the mine was a new burden and
should be construed as prospective
that the special school tax of mercur
district was void and that the pay-
ment by the mercur company of 1750
was in accordance with justice and
the taxes in excess of that was void
this opinion was delivered at the trial
of the cause from which an appeal
was taken

the questions for determination by
the supreme court were first for
what period of time and to what ex-
tent was the mercur company liable
for taxes upon the net annual pro-
ceeds of its mines for the year 1896
under the state constitution and laws
in force at that time and second
was the special school tax in the mer
our district for 1896 a legal building
tax for which the mercur company
waswaa liable and was the remedy se-
lected and asked for the proper one
in such a case

justice miner who delivered the
opinion finds that state constitutionconstituteion
came into existence and was of binding
and of force and effect on and after
the ath day of january 1896 and that
all territorial laws up to that time

1not repugnant to the constitution re- ibained in force until they expiredr bytheir own limitation or wereeelpalteredte or i

repealed by the legislature dat the time the constitution becameoperative the court says there existed I1
no territorial law providing of the taxa a
tion of mines or their net aniual pro i
ceede subdivisionsub division 11 of section 2009
compiled laws of utah 1888 the court
finds aaswas in force when the constitu-tion was adopted which expressly pro
videsaldes that mining claims and theproducts of mines and the ore in mineswere exempt from taxation

the ten mill school tax as
voted by the trustees of the mercur
school district without the vote of thetaxpayers the court finds was in directviolation of law and without jurisdic-
tion and consequently illegal and voidthe court further finds that all the
taxes upon the net annual product of
the mercur companascompanys mine for 18961894
had been paid before the commence-
ment of the action and that taxes upon t

the product of the mine from june 11
1896 to june 1 1897 would be assessable
and collectable in 1897

the court then declares the special
school tax illegal as also that leviedupon the mine from june to dec
31 1896 because at the time of thethal
latter assessment there were no net
proceeds of the mine for that
of time known ascertainable or in ex-
istence and no assessment could legally
be made thereon

finding no error in the record the
court then affirms the judgment anaf
decree of the lower court

chief justice zane and justice
bartch concur

SAN JUAN STAKE conference

the quarterly conference of the san
juan stake convened in the blumbluff wardwara
meeting house feb and
there were present on the stand the
stake presidency nearly all the high
councilorCouncilors with a good representation
of the various wards and organiza-
tions the reports of the bishops andpresidents of the several organizationsorganizationih
showed that peace plenty and roodgood
will were with us and that our num-
bers are increasing some wards hav
ing gained about tanty five per cent
during the year with good prospects
that it will continue as new canals and
reservoirs are being built and even
dry farming has been proven successful
which will furnish good homes for
those desiring them in a new country
the people feel much more contented
especially in bluff since the visit of th
apostlesApostlee

the principal subjects dwelt on were
tithes and offerings word of wisdom
and keeping in harmony with the au-
thoritiesties never in the history of our
stake has there been as much union
and interest in attending the meetings
of the different organizations many
who have laid dormant torfor yeayears artaf
waking up and showing signs of life

the young mens MissoMisson narlesaxles were
with us and addedI1 very much to the
success of our conference their labors
having been felt in every ward and
branch of the stake and to them to
due the credit of this being the largest
and best attended conference ever
held in the san juan president ham-
mond was very pointed in counseling
the saints to each feel the burden of
the debts of the church and pay
their tithes in cash or in so
that can be turned for cash and havebave
it sent to the presiding bishop as
as

stock
possible

of all kinds have wintered well
conference adjourned torfor threethre

montmonthshs totb meet at fruitlandfroitlandFruit land new
mexico L H REDD

1I1 stake clerkclarky


