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of churches, what was the good of
nTr;]other church and new revelation?
e

apeaker proceeded to reply
to these questions, first by
showing what the Blbile 1a

and what it is not, how it was com-
plled and the fact that many prophe-
cles and books and eplsties apoken of
in the Bible are not to be found |In
that collectlon of writings. Second,
by showing that the Bible had not suc-
ceeded in bringing people to a common
understanding of rellglon nor to the
unity of the falth, and that it was not
able to confer upon any man the au-
thority to administer in the name of
Deity. Third, by demonstrating that
the power to preach the Gospel of
Christ and adminiater Its ordinances
econferred by Christ upon his Apostles
was improperly claimed by modern
ministers among the different confiict-
ing mects: that they had no more right
to take the eommission given to the
eleven Apostle= of old,than a man would
now 10 take some old commission given

to an ambassador from an ancient
court, or to adjudge in olden times
and claim it as his own. Fourth., by

showing that authority from God could
only be conferred by revelation from
God, and all the modern Christinn sects
depied that there had been any revela-
tion from Him =since the time when
John the heloved received his vialon on
the Isiand of Patmos. While admit-
ting that much good had been done by
reformere, and that there were many

»? and deveout and prayerful people
in all the Christian secta and slso in
heathendom ond among the Jewa. yet,
this divine authority was not ‘among
them, judging by thélr own arguments
and admiasiona. The Gospel as
preached by Chirist and His Apostles
and the organization, ordinances, gifts
and bleasings of the primitive Chria-
tian church were explain@ by the
apeaker and contrasted with modern
churches made by men. The necessi-

ty of a restoratton of the true church.
with authority to administer
in the name of ~ the Father

and of the Son and of the Holy Ghosat
was pointed out. and the speaker tes-
tifled to the opening of the heavena in
these latter days and the ministrations
referred to by Elder Grant. He bore
testitrony that these things were true
and called upon atl who had not done
10 to repent of their sins and be bap-
tized hy one having authority for the
remisgsion of sins and promised them
the Holy Ghost as a consequence,which
would give each obedlent person a wit-
ness of the truth. Elder Penrose an-
swered the question what had hecome
of all the people who had died who
had not recelved this Gospel? and
showed that not only Christian people
but the heathen who had never heard
the name of Jesus Christ. would bs
preached to when out of the body, if
they had departed without that privi-
lege. That the spirit of man was an
entity, a sentient, responsible being,
able to learn, to repent and to improve,
and that the modern notions on this
subject that there was no chance for a
man after death was lrrational and un-
scriptural. He testifled that the time
would come when all would hear the
truth and. after suffering for their
wickedness and folly, all except the
sons of perdition would be saved In
gome of the many manslons which were
In the Xingdom of the Father; every
knee would bow, every tongue confess
that Jesus was the Christ. He would
gain the vietory. and death and hell
be destroyed. and the Eterna! Father
would be glorified in the redemptlon
of His ¢hildren.

The cholr and congregation sang:

Our God, we raise to Thee
Thanks for Thy blessings (ree.

Adjourned to meet on Saturday. June
1ith, 1898, at 10 a. m.

Benedictlon by President Joseph
Smith.

O

SCHOOL TAX LAW IS INVALID.

The Bupreme court handed down an
opinoln Monday in the case of Mercur
Gold Mining and Milling company vs
Willlam RBpry, collector for Toaele
county, and Tooele county, appeliants,
affirming the judgment of the court
below.

This case was an appeal from the
judgment and decree rendered by Judge
Cherry at Tooele, declaring null and
vold o certuin tax sale made of respond-
ent's mining claim assessed and levied

tor the taxes of 1896 upon the net pro-|.

ceeds of its mines for that year,

The findings showed that the as-
sessor of Tooele falled to list or assess
the net proceeds of respondent's mine
in the manner provided for the assess-
ment of other property, but in June,
1896, he asseszed the net annual pro-
ceeds of the mine for 1896 at $350,000,
upon the basis of the net annual pro-
ceeds of the mine between June 1, 1835,
and June 1, 1896, There were carried
upon hooks of the county as State tax
of b milla; a State schoof tax of 3 mills;
a county tax of 5 mills; a achool tax
of 2 mills, and o special school tax of
1244 milla on the dollar for the dils-
trict,Mercur. This made a total taxlevy
against the Mercur Gold Mining and
Milllng company of 271% milla. $%,626,0n
the assessment of $350,000. The entire
net proceeds of the mine between the
1st of June, 1895, and the 4th of Janu-
ary, 1896, were $171.874.99: between the
4th of January, 1896, and the bth af
April, 1396, they were $54,641,47, and
between the 5th of April and the ist of
June of the same year they were $32,-
537.87. Thege facts appeared upon the
books of the company and were acess-
ahle at all times to the assessor,

When the Mercur company learned
of the assessment, which was not un-
t{l October, 1896, it immediately ap-
plied to have the assessment contested
but the county commilssioners of
Tooele county refused the request.

The Mercur company palid its taxes
on a valuntion of $100,000 of net pru-
ceeds, $1,i60, and refused to pay the
balance of $7,875.

Injunction proceedinga were com-
menced to prevent o collection of the
balanee for the reasons stated, whiech
Judge
the facts set out in the complaint pre-
sented an unusual case, and that the
remedy provided@ agalnst illegal taxes
was inadequate.

As concluslons of law Judge Cherry
found that section 4 of articie 13 of
the State Constitution was not self
executing and waa not In force until

not repugnant t{o the Constitution, re-
mained in force until they expired by
their own limitation, or were altered or
reRiaiid b‘y the Legtslature.

e time the Constitution b
operative, the court says, there e?c(i:{g;
no territorial law providing of the taxa-
tion of mines or their net anuual pro-
ceeds, Sub-division 11 of section 2009
compiled laws of Utah, 1888, the couré
finds, was in force when the Constitu-
tlon was adopted, which expressly pro-
vides, that mining claims, and the
products of minea, and the ore in mines:
\\'grrﬁ ex:empt fliom taxation,

e ten mill spcial sBchool
voted hy the trustees of the tl:‘l:;"c:‘:
school district, without the vote of the
taxpayers. the court finds was in direct
viclation of law and without jurlsdle-
tion and consequently illegal and void

The court further finds that all the
taxes upon the net annuai product of
the Mercur company’'s mine for 1896
had been paid before the commence:
ment of the action and that taxes upon
the product of the mine from Junpe i
1896, to June 1, 1897, would be nssessable
and collectable in 1897,

The court then declares the
achool tax !llegal, as also tgntﬂf)e‘:.ﬁ?é
apon the mine from June 1st to Dec
31, 1996, because at the time of the
Jatter assessment there were no net
proceeds of the mine for that period
of time known, ascertainable or in ex-
istence, and no assessment could legally
be made thereon,

Finding no error In the record the
court then affirms the Judgment and
decree of the lower tourt.

Chief Justice Zane and
Bartch concur.
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SAN JUAN STAKE CONFERENCE.

Justice

The quarterly conference of the San
Juan Stake convened in the Bluff ward
meeting house Feb. 19th and 20th.
There were present on the stand, the
Stake presidency, nearly all the High
Councilors with a good representation
of the various wards and organiza-
tions. The reports of the Bishops and
presidents of the several organizations,
ghowed that peace, plenty and good
will were with us. and that our num-

Cherry granted, holding that, ,..o 5.6 |ncreasing, some wards hav-

ing gained ahout twnty-five per cent
during the year, with good prospects
that it will continue as new canals and
reservolra are heing bullt, and even
dry farming has been proven suceessful
which will furnish good homes for
those desiring them in a new country.
The people feel much more contented,

Aprll Sth, 1896; that the law impl)SlnFieapecin]ly in Bluft, since the visit of the
taxes upon the net annual proceeds 0f | Apostles.

the mine was a new burden and

The principal subjects dwelt on were:

should be c¢onstrued as prospective; | tithes and offerings, Word of Wisdom
that the special school tax of Mercur | and keeping in harmony with the au-

district was

void and that the pay- thorities.

Never in the history of our

ment by the Mercur company of $1.750 [3take has there been as much unlop

was in

accordance with justice and and interest in attending the meetings
the taxes In excess of that was void. [of the different organizations.

Many

This opinion was delivered at the trial | who have lajd dormant for years are
of the ecause from which an appeal]waklng up and showing signa of life.

was taken.

The questions for determination by
the Supreme court were first: For
what perlod of time, and to what ex-
tenit was the Mercur company liable
for taxes, upon the net annual pro-
ceeds of Its mines for the year 1896,
under the State Constitution and laws
in force at that time; and. second:
was the speecial school tax in the Mer-
cur distriet for 1896, a legal building
tax, for which the Mercur company
wans liable, and was the remedy se-
lected and asked for the proper one
in such a case?

Justice Miner, who delivered the
opinion, finds that State Constitution
came into existence and was of binding
and of force and effect, on and after
the ith day of January, 1896, and that
all territorial laws, up to that time,

The Young Men's Missonaries were
with us and ndded very much to the
suecers of our conference, their labors
having been felt in every ward and
branch of the Stake, and to them is
due the credit of this being the largest
and best attended conference ever
held in the S8an Juan. President Ham-
mond was very pointed in counseling
the Saintz to each feel the burden of
the debts of the Church, and pay
their tithes in cash or In something
that can be turmed for cash and have
it sent to the Presiding Bishop as so0on
as posaible, )

Btock of all kinds have wintered well.

Conference adjourned for three
months to meet at Pruitland, New
Mexico.

. H. REDD,
Stake Clerk.
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