LOGAN'S MISFORTUNE.

The resolution repudiaiing the
indebtedness {ncurred in excess of
the legal limit, was passed on the
evening of the 2d inst. by the the
oity council, and iz wow a public
record.

This actlon was based on the con-
ditlona set forth in the following:

fo the Honorable the Mayor and ity
Oouncil:

Gentlemen— At your first meeting
two weeks ago you Jdid me the honor
of appointing me city attorney, for
which pleage receive thanks. It is
with regret I make the announce.
ment that, for a time at least, I will
be unable to be associated with you
in that capacity in an official way,
because of ineligibility, the law re-
quiring the holder of that and all
othier offices in the city to be a qual-
ified voter here,. However, utl the
request of the mayor and finnnce
vommittee I have been engaged In
looklug over and advising with ref.
erence to some matters affecting the
municipality, aud if such service
meets with your approval I am wil-
ling to continue in it so lony as may
be desirable.

We have been engaged, among
other things, in an investigation of
the-clty’s fiscal coudition, and the
conclusious reached do not seem to
be gratifying in auy sense,

The amouni of indebiedness
which the city may incur is limited
by the law of Congress of July 30,
1886, to 4 per cent of the assessed
value of all the taxable property
within the munigipaiity,aud the act
peremptorily forbids the creation of
any liabllities wihatever beyond the
amount thus ascertained, declaring
that any bonids or other ohligations
in excess of such sum shali ne void,
and the legislature is prohiihited
from passing any Ilaws in couflict
with said act. This ia the supreme
law governiug the case; anything
corresponding with or falling short
of its provisions would be legal, Lut
anything opposed to or exceeling
them would be a uullity at once.

The city charter raakesa different
provigion; that is, that the corpora-
tion may borrow money for city
purposes the interest on which shall
not exceed onc-fourth of the city
revenue ariging from taxes of the
preVvious year, while a subsequent
cat of the territorial legislature sub-
stantially reiterates the law of Con-
gress. I do wot regard the provision

referred to in the charter as having

any validity whatever, becauss,
while it might not transcend the
superior law in its operation, it is so
constructed as to admit of evasion
and duplicity, and to this I take it,
we are largely indebted for the ex
isting comwplications. Not the least
mischievous,is the ambiguity con-
ferred by some people upon the
words “revenue’ and “‘taxes,* they
claiming that all furms of obtaining
money from the people for public

urposes ls taxation. As it 18 my
_rudgment. that that portion of
~the charter should be ignored.
I do oot care to discuss the
proposition any further than to
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say that in this instance at
leaat ‘*‘taxes’’ obviously Jloes not
include “licenses?’ or “‘fines,’’ either
of which are ip most cases a fruit-
ful source of revenue, If licenses
were included, the council would
be placed in an anomalous position,
because the greater part of the-rev-
enue raised by meanps of licenses
comes from occupations recognized
as unwholesome and which there-
fore, you would be in duty bouud to
confine to the narrowest possible
limit; that is, while under a solemn
obligation to increase the welfare of
the city by means of increased rev-
epue, you would also at the same
time have in view the curtailment
of it. And this very circumstance
goes to show that a bonded, or, in
faet, Aoy indebtedness could not
with safely or certainty be based
upon such means of income, it be-
ing shifting, uncertain and indicat-
ing a more healthiul coudition of
things when it does not ¢xist at all.
Certainly the lawmakers would
rest no such proposition upon so
unsettied and wondesirable a condi-
tion, .

It would then, gentlemen, appear
that you are not oniy to take oo
step and engage in no legislation
looking to the payment, settlement,
arrangement or disposition of any
financial charges or claims againgt
the corporation after the debt in the
aggregate, Includiog interest. has
reached the legal iimit, but that all
such charges or claims shall be ig-
nored. To besilent or inactive on
this subject would be equivalent to
impro;iuer action, as you are charged
with the task of remedying existing
wrongs and removing from the
body politic everything that even
threateus it. Looking to that end
1 respectfully recommend the adop-
tion of the accumpanying resolu-
tion.

The satisfaction of those who hold
bouds, certificates, checks, or other
prima facte evidence of indelited-
ness, and who will Lbe affected by
the aduption of the resolution, is not

notice that the city 18 not responsl-
ble, and that all that is recoverable
may be recovered.

1'he patent fact that property has
not been assessed at o fair valuation
being greatly beneath what itshould
be, does not help the matter in the
least. It is not waat should be but
what is that governs. Congress has
the power and would doubtless, if
ap{)lied to, have the disposition to
enlarge the city’s borrowing power;

‘but it is questionable if it woul

consent to the ratification of a con-
ditiouof things created in opposi-
tion to ita plain and direct provis-
ions.

The ruleof luw that no eorporate
body shall transcend 18 charter or
the laws made by proper authority
regarding it, aud the corelative fact
that what is not granted is with-
held, are so well understood and
universally recoznized that the men-
tion of them alone is sufficient.

Ruspectfully submitted,
8, A. KENNER,
Attorney.

Z. C. M. I. MEETING.
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Oo Thursday, April 8d, the forty-
second semi-annusl meeting of the
stockhiolders of Z. €. M. [. was
held

The President’s report was read,
1t congratulated the stockholders on.
the success that hud attended the
institution’s business for the past
six months. The sales had not only
increased, bul the profits were also
in exeess of what they were for the
3ix mouths reported a year ago.
Tie president stated that while the
severe drouth of last seasun and
consequent short erop had caused
some of the stures to tail a littie be-
hind in their payments, yet the
whole of the outstanding indebted-
nees owing to the institution did
uot exceesl the wales of six weeks.
He referred to the addition that
had beew made to the branch store

a sulject of legislalion by you nnd, | at Ogden, now coinpleted, anud the
therefore, you will oot, as officers of | remodeling of the retail floor of the

the city at least, take such a subject
into consideration. Wiiile, in a
zeneral way, repudiation is a harsh
afid not infrequently an uujust and
eveu dislonest performance, it can-
not be considered so in this instance.
Here it iz a public duty, an im ne-
diate necessity, as to denl with the
matter in any other way, or to not
deal with it all, would be to recog-
Dize ns an entity what the sltuation
demands you will officially promul-
gate a nullity.

The report of the auditor for the
past flseal year, just published, does
not seem to be satisfactory in all re-
8, ects. For example, we find an
outstan-iing contract for the pur-
chase of certain property for $10,000,
part of whigh appears to have ineen
paid; of course this will not be rec-
ognized, and steps should be taken
to secure the return of this er other
nioneys improperly paid out. The
transaction is ignored by the audi.
tor. It would seem to be proper
that all these suhjects receive im-
mediate atteation, in order that
where 1nouey is claimed the parties
may hive the benefit of an early

same store, 80 a8 to make it inore
suitable to the business and fully up
to the requirements of the first-class
retail store of today. At Logan,
several Improvements had been
made, the principal one being the
vrection of a cold storage cellar for
storing butter, eges and such other
products., which were handled in
large quantities.

n the main building in this city
the steam heating apparatus ha.(i
heen entirely renewed ; wherens
under the old system it took from
fifty to seveniy-tfive pounds stenm
pressure fto partinlly heat the buijld-
ing, under the new system from two
to tive pounds Is the extrot of lhe
steam pressure tudicated, and the
heating of the entire bailding has
been perfect. Lt has beun evident, hie
said, for svme time past, that there
was urgeint necd of more rvom in
many of the departments. For
example, he stated, that the stove
aud hardware, crockery aud glass-
ware, and heavy hardware depart-
ments, were very much cramped ; in
fact nreded halfas much reom again
as it had been possable to give them,



