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THE OLD YEAR AND THE NEW.

EIGHTEEN hundred and seventy-
nine will soon be numbered among

the years that are dead and gone, |

that have passed out of the living
world of time and are buried in the
boundless depth of eternity. Its
days and heurs are no more,
the acts of mortals performed there-
in do not perizsh with them. They
live in their results; their effects
are stamped upon the doers there-
of, and impressed upon the inde-
structible elements, spiritual and
corporeal. They cannot be ob-
literated, neither can their con-
sequences be evaded. For while

| for the Providences of the

But |

last breathings of ’79 are lingering
upon the frosty air, we thank Him

look with faith for the blessings of
the future, and wish our readers
aud the good and true of every land
and clime and creed, His blessings
and a happy New Year in Eighteen
Hundred and Eighty.

REMISBICON OF TAXES.

WE are in receipt of the following
letter to which we give space, as it
expresses the feelings and wishes
of quite a number of persone, who
find the payment of taxes a very

heavy burden.

¢‘Ought not the wvery poor to be
exempted from paying taxes? “‘Idi-
otic” and *‘infiren” persons may be
rich, but the *‘indigent’’ are poor,”

“The above clause, which I ex-

the years slip down into the grave
of the past, are shut out of sight

and are almost lost to memory, hu-
man deeds have germs of wviial
power and are reproduced in future
time3, after their own Kind, and,by
the law of compensation, to be
visited upon those who committed
them., Good will come back for
good, evil fer evil, and inan in-
creased degree, as many grains
gpring from a eingle seed.

In looking back over the experi-
ences of the dying year, we hope
that the large majority of our read-
ers will find the retrospect predue-
tive of joy and satisfaction., That
their good deeds,shining in its fir-
mament in number and glory like
the glittering stars that beautify
our cloudless nights, willshow their
failings to be but few and venial,
and encourage them to acts of
greater righteousness in years to
come., That resolutions of reform
will arise sostrongly in the gouls of
the erring, that the close of another
journey of Meother Earth around
the mighty S8un may find them
strong in the power of a just self-
content, and subjects of rejoicing
among the ministering and record-
ing angels.

The passing year has been an
eventful one. Its successor pro-

tract from the excellent letter of
‘Index,’ is 80 just,so charitable and
go true that ‘it touches me where 1
live!’ The law of taxation has been
80 stringent, that it has caused
much suffering both mentally and
| bodily. Itis dreadful to an honest
mind to know that it cannot meet
just debts; but impossibilities are
not to be effected, yet a smile of
derision is all that meets such logie.
‘If you cannot pay,a portion of
your property must be sold!’” This
very property producing the very
pittance that holds body and soul
together! It isonly the idiot and
infirm that can be favored, and
they only five dollars! I would not

| side with the idiot in such a case,
the blemished head, sad as it may
be to witness, is preferable to
the blemished heart, and their
Juture may be grand, but
a8 ““Index” justly ebserves
¢[diots and infirm persons may be
rich,” of course many of them are
among the wealthy; mind is not
the matter; it is simply-a case of
money, and that clause has ever
appeared to me inappropriate. The
law is severe upon the poor in gen-
| eral, and eafech.llr upon poor
widows, and do earnestly pray
that our legislators wiil be inspired
to abrogate or remodel it, that they

—

miges to be equally if not more mo-
mentous, The political horizon jo!
onr own land is uvatgast with heavy
oleuds which threaten tempestuous
timee. The coming contest for the
control of the nation will no doubt
be fought with vigor and despera-
tion, and the worst passions of
human nature be stimulated into
violence if not bloodshed, War
clouds may be seen upon the sky
of Earope and darkening the sun-
shine of the Orient. The prospects
of ““‘the dark continent” are prom-
ising for the opening of its be-
nighted recesses to the light of
civilization,as a preparation for the
brighter rays of gos

the day of universal redemptlion,
and every year brings it another
step nearer to its final deliverance
from darkness, evil and woe.

Utah greets the new year full of
life, hope, confidence and satisfac-
tion, Thus far tLhe efforts of
her enemies to enslave, distress
and spoil her have been in vain.
Her foes are as flerce and false and
determined as ever, Their plans
are woven, their snares are ‘laid,
their weapons are ready, Bat He
who has preserved His people in
the seasons of trouble that have
flad, will not forsake them in their
year of jutilee,

In 1880, on the 6th day of April,
the Chureh of Jesus Christ of Liat-
ter-day Saints will be Fifty Years
of age. In half a century it has
preached the gospel of life and sal-
vation in all the' countries of the
civilized world and in many parts
of heathendom, gathered many
thousands of its members from
every clime, made itself known to
every race and tribe, perfermed a
work for the living and the dead
which has stirred mightily the
hosts of the departed in regiens be-
yond the vail, and fairly opened up
the dispensation of the falness of
times, that Christ. may come and
gather in one all that are in Bim,
both in heaven and on earth., Hail
to its Year of Jubilee! May it
bring a closer unien with its
Author; blessings on its people,
revelations on its ministers, power
on its priesthood, success to itg mis-

may be exempt till a brighter day

pomea, and eanparially these whosoo

lives have been, and are, one of

industry, and a dezire to do all they
are able for the commonweasalth,

Sach I pray will meet with consid-

eration in our approaching Legis-
]ﬂturﬂn
A Poor WIDOW.
SALT LAKE CITY,
December 30, 1879.”

vey the idea that while the law

taxes of idiotic and infirm persons,

Equalization, consisting of the

the valaation of property made by
| the assessor, as justice may dictate,
on & written complaint made by

an amount not Exceeding five dol-
lIars for the current year.” It is not
supposed that the Board would re-
mit the taxes of a wealthy person
even if infirm or idiotic. And it
was no doubt considered by the
Legislature in passing the law that
any one owning property, the taxes
on which amounted to more than
five dollars, could not be viewed as
very indigent.

The question is, what change in
the law is desired by the class re-
presented by “A Poor Widow?” Do
they want the law revised so as to
exempt all widows from taxation?
If so, would not this be unjust?
For there are quite a number of
widows who are far better off in
property than thousands of persons
who make no complaint about
taxes, . It should be understood
that laws have to be made equal in
their operation. Favoritism cane
not be permitted to enter into legis
lation. The law is cold and im-
partial. It cannot be endowed
with a heart nor be made flexible
by sentiment. Its previsions must
be fixed and not capable of expan-
sion and contraction at will.

———

past, and |

shrink from being placed eide by |

provides for the remittance of the

no exemption is made for the indi-
pel truth. The|gent, But this is a mistake, The
whole earth is advancing towards|revenue law establishes a Board of

County Court in each county, who
have power to change and correct | tric light of Edison in one hempi-

cial, for it would be open to misuse,
and even if administered with the
strictest equity, would expose the
holder to the attacks of persons
ever ready to accuse a public officer
orlcorporation. If the limit drawn
by the law is too stringent it can
be enlarged. If five dollars is mot
sufficient it can be increased to any
sum that wisdom would suggest.
‘But would this satisfy those who
consider themselves unable to pay
taxes, although ed of real
estate of considerable value? We
think not.

We have no doubt that there are
widows llke our correspondent,
whose only income is derived from
the rent of real estate, and who
have barely enough to live on in
|any degree of comfort. The law
seems to bear hardly upon them.
Bat the Board of Iqualization is
empowered to remit five dollars
of their taxes, and if this 1is
not sufficient, and their cases are
worthy, other means are at hand
for their relief. BSuch persons are
worthy objects of that benevolence
which never dies in this commau-
nity.’ 'The Bishops and Teachers
will care for the wants of the needy,
and the fact that a poor widow has
a little property which brings
in a pittance for bher support,
ought not to cripple the hand of
| charity nor hinder its extension in
her behalf, To sell the source of
her support to pay the taxes upon
it would be a foolish and cruel
course, and only make a heavier
burden for those to earry who might
procure the small amount necessary
to answer the demands of the law.

We say, Jet the poor be provided
for and the widow relieved from
| distrese; but let the help come from
the sources crealed for that purpose,
while the law is honored and its
just provisions are executed kindly
but with firmness and impartiality.
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THE OVATION TO OARBON
PREMATURE.

SIMULTANEOUS with the statement
that the electric light had been
utilized for domestic purposes, came
the report that Mr. James MeClean
of the St Rollo, (3cotland) chemi-

onl wworks, had anhmitted te cortain
scientific persons and socleties some
specimens of diamonds which he
had succeeded in preducing from
carbon after several years’ experi-
ments, They were said to have been

| pronounced genuine by Professor
Tyndall, also by Professor Smyth,
the Astronomer Royal of Scotland,

The above letter and extract con- | and Mr. Maskelyne of the mineral

department of the British Museum.,

The report was credited by =a
great many people, and congratu-
lations were passed on the advance
of secientific knowledge with prae-
tical resalts, and that the close of
1879 had witnessed two remarkable
productions from carbon, the elec-

sphere, and the sparkling and pre-
cious diamond of M¢Clean in the
other. It was admitted that while

the property-holder. Also to|the specimens submitted to the
“remit or abate the taxes of|above named Professors might be
any insame or idiotic person, |genuine gems, the proof was not
infirm or indigent person to|clear that they were actually pro-

duced by artificial means.

But now comes the news by tele-
graph that Mr, Maskelyne, after a
{thorough test of these so-called
chrystalized forms of earbon, has
pronounced them a compeound of
| ailicilnuu matter and not diamonds
at all,

Will a similar verdiet be pro-
nounced upon the other alleged
triumph of carbon? Or has Edison
really accomplished all he has
claimed? There is no doubt that
the electric light can be produced,
and that it is a powerful il-
laminator, But it _=a to
us that its production ntﬁ division
in such a manner that it esn be
sucesssfally managed by ordinary
persons for domestic uses, and thus
made to supersede the present sim-
ple and easily manipulated gas-
light, is yet a feat the future.
Talk is cheap, boasting is common,
especially on Columbia’s goil, but
facts are stubborn, and so are the
tests of time and practice.

We should be glad to chronicle
the success of the diamond manu-
facture, and much more =0 to an-
nounce the perfect suecess of the

slonaries, repentance or discom- |

In the exercise of the power of

electric light; but until something

MINERAL PRODUOT OF UTAH
FOR 1879.

By the courtesy of J. E. Dooly,
Es&q., agent of Welis, Fargo & Co,,
in this city, we are able to present to
our readers the Company’s annual
statement of the mineral product of
this Territory for the year just ex-
pired.

SALT LAKE CITy,
Utah, Jan. 1, 1880,
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RECAPTTIULATION.

2 301.2761bs. Refined Lead, at 414

ar lh ------- B L LT T T T m.ﬁtﬂlﬂ
2,411 60ite. Dnrefined Toadat &

r ten, average price
8,835,047 czs Silver, at $1 10 per
ﬁﬂﬂ, average price for

15,932 oz# Gold,at £19 per ounce,
average price for 1870.......

M.‘.'I..l-illlll

The above includes the prbduct- of ores
received from Ida Montana and Neva-

da, aggregating 126,000 1bs Lead, 102
Buwrmmmﬂou. p o o

This shows a falling off from the
total of 1878 of $844,865.31, During
the first part of the past year, in
consequence of the heavy decline

in the price of lead, many of the
smelters shut down, and the min-
ing industry was much discourag-
ed. But its rebound stimulated the
rodaction of bullion and brought
t up pretty nearly to the figures
of the former year. The prospects
for 1880 are excellent, and the next
report of Wells, Fargo & Co. is like-
ly to make a showing for Ulah of
rn increase of three or fourmil-
ions.

-——*—-‘-‘hﬂ-“

604,830.57

4,218,651 70

| ““A VIGOROUS AND EADIOAL

SOHEME.”

THE 8t. Louls Republican of the
20th ult,, has the following on the
“Mormon” question:

“Mr,. Hayes Is reported to have
decided to recommend to Congress
a very vigorous and radical scheme
for the solution of the Mormon
problem. He pro to break up
Mormonism, and spike in advance
& Democratic gun, by the same
measures, which is a disfranchise-
ment of the Mormons and the
transfer of the government of Utah
to Gentile hands. To effect this
revolution he would make the Gov-
ernor of the Territory and the
Judges of the District Courts a
board of registration, with authori-
ty to pass upon the gqualifications
of all voters. No one would be al-
lowed to vote without being regis-

disfranchised,and the few Gentiles,
about one-fifth of the population,
made the only qualified veters, The
first Gentile lLegislature chosen
under this scheme ~would, he
thinks, pass severe laws against
polygamy and other Mormon prac-
tices, and against the accumulation
of property by ecclesiastical bodies,
the effect of which would be to ex-
tirpate 1poljrgnnw and break the

wer of the Church in five years.”

. Hayes would first have to give
us a Governor that would not stand
in with the Mormons on the little
scheme.

There is a great deal more report-
ed about ¢‘Mr. Hayes’ ” intentions
and sentiments thaa the President
would like to acknowledge as c6m-
ing from him. Words are put into
his mouth that he never uttered,
and views and threats are attribut-
ed to him which originated only
in the vivid imaginations of news-
paper correspondents, What ¢*Mr,
Hayes’’ has been reported as saying

and intending, and of which he is
entirely innocent, would fill s
reat many issues of the St Louis

Bat the revolution described in
the above paragraph is just such a
measure of extreme raaicalism as a
few wvagabonds,j utterly ;devoid of
principle,and bent-only on stealing
& Territory, desire to see inaugurat-
ed. To perceive the damnable
iniquity of the suggestion, one only
has to look at the result as pictured

by its authors. *Of couise,’’ says
the Republican, ‘‘under such a

system as this all the Mormon in-
habitants of the Territory would
be completely disfranchised, and
the few , about one-fifth of
the population, made the only
gualitied voters.”

Just imagine such a system in
the great and free republic of the
United States! XEighty percent. of
the population (they form really
ninety cent,) disfranchised
without any judicial action or
proof of crime, to make It poesible
for the amall minority to take pos-
seasion of the Territory and its re-
sources. The people who opened
the vast and fertile regions of the
Rocky Mountains, and prepared
tne wWay for the building up of the
BStates and Territorles which have
added s0o much ,to the wealth and
greatness of the natien, to be tram-
pled under the feet oi a few adven-
turers greedy for pewer aund plun-
derl] We think we see them
enjoying the fruits of our toil,. We
imagine them wresting from us
he few rights of local management
which we now held by virtue of our
vast majority! We fancy we can
see them making the laws, weight-
ing the people down with taxes,
and bhaling men and women to pri-
son on the reputation of being
polygamists or *‘sustaining or en-
couraging others in the practice o
polygamy.”

And then again we think we
don’t. In all these caleculations,
the wise, would-be solvers of the
‘“‘Mormon' problem by force and
the vilest forms of tyranny that
were ever thought of in a country
under monarchial despotism, never
seem toecount on the fact that the
“Mormons’ may have something
to say and do in the matter. About
the time when such things, now
worked out on paper, are attemp-
ted in deed, we have an idea
that the “Mormons” will not be
found fast asleep. There are points
beyond which those who are plot-
ting for our destruction will not be

mitted to pass. We intend to
onor and obey all righteous laws,

to respect the rights of those who
differ from wus and to uphold the
Government and Constitution of
the United States. But we cannot
be expected to sit down with cur
hands in our etsand look on su-
pinely,while a small pack of human
wolves, whether under color of law
or otherwise, atiempt to gorge
themselves upon our substance,
tear from us our rights, and rend
asunder cur most cherished in-
stitutions. :

However, we do nof antici-

pate the ge by Congress of
laws which would be s0 utterly
subversive of the fundamental
principles of American republican-
ism, as any of the projects put forth
by the rabid Mormomaniacs., This
nation has not yet so far depart-




