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Abandoned Manufactures of Utah

SOME NEGLECTED INDUSTRIES

ECENTLY the owners of the Provo Waoolen
mills decided to offer the factory for eale,
thus rforccasting the possible rohabilitation
of perhaps the grentest manufacturing in-
dustry ever conducted within the state, which brings
to mind the fact that for W veurs past
manufacturing in Utal has been In It decadence,
and this, too, In splie of nddetl
the establishment of ng plants

1 numbe

facllities for

manuf; never

nosaesged by the peo of the state In years gone
Iy

When the ploneers entered Utah In 1847, they
were u thousand mlles from the nenrest ¢
of any kind of supplles Byverything th
the shapy food and cluthing, for the
years, conslsted elther In what they ha
with them from ¢ oast, or what they
from the state from which they had turned their
faces westward, The difffculties encountered in
lrelg maruln ed  artleles thals distanco
e leaders of that ploneer band to
Institute n« r as possible means for moaking
themselves what they might In the way of dally

saries In the problem of sustalning life, and
manufacturing concerns
amall ale, it is true,
but with the determination by o tive effor:,
to render the independent of eastern

as #w result all ma r of

established, on &

were

1selves

rources of supply,

T « from
consideralle

small beginnings,
magnitude and
and ithen, with the advent of Lhe
bringing in Its wike cheaper transy(
the products of the world
the people at a rate which the meager
and crude machinery of the home
manulfetur were unable to :neet, resulting In
the gradual dying out of the v institutions
Utah at different thmes boasgted of one of thoe
leading woolen manufacturing institutions of the
type foundry which furnished
for printing the only paper In the

enterprises of
fMlourished for
iran
tation,

rose
a thme,

horso,

were brought to the
doors of

resources

e

country;: a letters

state In those

days; a paper mill manufacturing the materfal
on which the newspaper was printed; a glass
factory of no mean dhmensions, besides other
manufacturing plants producing at home the
needs of the lsoclated population, and it is with
the history of these departed Industrics, briefly

treated, that this article has to deal

TYPE FOUNDING.

HE Initlal letter appearing at the be-
T ginning of this puragraph Is a letter

from the first font of display type ever

cast In Utah. It 1s « Gothlc great
primer “Cap. T" and the appearance of the com-
font of type at the time caused great
rejoicing among the newspaper men and job
printers &f the time. The type was made in The
Deseret News type foundry, and ls still lying in its
ciges In The News job department, The foundry
W located on the top floor of the old Deseret

plete

News building, and the first man to make type
In the state was James H. MoUaren, who came
to Utah from FEurope and began casting type

about the vear 1868, He was a skilled workman
and understood hls business, but wa= of an erratic
disposition, and did not remain with the typre
foundry any great.lengih of time

MelLaren was suecceeded in the making of type
by Thomas Sleight, an Englishman. Sleight succeed-
edsvery well and worked up a at guantity of
cld type Into new faces, The machinery used In
the olden days in the casting of tyvpe was the
Famp as used up to a quite recent perlod by
the modern type founderg of the country, but the
chief difficulty attending the Industry that
It was impossible to make successful matrices, or
typre patterns, and the type was not of even align-
ment, and with the advent of railroad transporta-
tion typemaking now became unprofitable. The
News also the ploncer in the clectrotyping
line in the state, McLaren made the first
trotypres 1o be produced in Utah, making the
matrices himself

WOOLEN INDUSTRY.

NE of the earliest industries

ploneer Ulah was that of manufacturing
articles of wearing apparel from wool. The firsi
factory bullt was In the very early days at Sugar
Hlouse, kknown as the Brigham Young mlll. Presi-
dent Young and A. O. Smoot wers the prime
movers in the establlshment of this miil, and
it wasz conducted with varying success for sev-
eral yeara.

The next mill to be built Whasatch
Woolen mill bullt near Parley’'s canyon, by A, O
Smoot, John Sharp, and Robert T. Burton This
was the mill which was threatened with being
washed out by the waters from the canal bulilt
from Cottonwood for the conveying of the granite
ruck from the Cottonwod quarry for the Salt Lake
temple, which waa one of the reasons for the
abandonment of the canal
time afterward Willlam Jennings bought
out the Smoot, Sharp and Burton mill and bullt
another factory in the Nineteenth ward in Salt
Lake City. This Mr, Jennings ana assoclates con-
ducted for a number of years, until the plant
wans absorbed hy the big woolan plant at Provo,

was

Wi

elec-

established In

was Lhe

Some

Other mills were established at Ogden, where
the Farrs erected g plant and which was suc-
cessfully conducted up to a few years ago. At
Logan a wonlen mill was projected, 1l the

walls for the factory were bullt of natlve stone,
but that {s as far as the Industry got In Logan.
The walls of the old bullding, wnlch was sltuated
In the castern part of the town, are now a
pleturesque ruln, covered with moss and vy

There were woolen factories established also at
Beaver In the south, and at Erigham City In the
north, and both of these were run with more or
less success for some years, but conditions be-
came unfavorable for the continuation of the
factories, and one by one they closed thelr doors.

There 1s only one woolen factory In operation
at the present time In the stale, as far as known,
and that is the Baron mlill at Hyrum, in Cache
valléy. This mill has hung on through thick and
thin, and the factory, while not a pretentious
affalr at all, Is conducted at g profit to the
proprictor and a considerable amount of woolen
fabric iz produced every year

The largest of the woolen factorses established
in Utah, however, was that erocted at Provo, the
foundation for the bullding having been lald on
Moy 28, 1870. The site was selocted by President
Young after secking for a sultable place to build
4 lerge plant, and Prove was <hogen, It Iz sald
hecause of the superb water power to be had for
the factory.

Tac first wool was carded in the Prove factory
October 4, 1872 President Young was the first
president of the company, which was known as
the Timpanogos Manufacturing company. At his
death A. O. Smoot sue daed him us president,
und the mill for years was managed by Heed
Smoot, son of President Smoot, and now United
States Senator from! Utah, Here the wool manu-
factyring Industry attained its greatest success in
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Titah, four large bulldings bpeing required ta
housge the machinery and employes of the [ac-
tory.

“The Provo mlils used about 1,000,000
of wool a year,"” sald Senator Smoot, In speaking
of the palmy days at the Provo factory “The
product turned out was valued at about §450,000,
We employed on an average from 200 to 225 peo-
ple—men, women and boys and girls. Ninety-five
rer cent of our goods was shipped to Cincinnati,
New TYork, Chicago and Baltimore, and
eastern cities, I was connected with the mlills as
manager up to the year 1902, about two years
befora the mills were clozed down. The last r
or two, I understood, the factory was unfortunate
In having a large amount of wool destroyed in the
scourlng process, something like £80.000 worth
of wpol belng lost In Lhis way, and this was one
of the contributing causes whjch resulted in the
closing down of the factory

“It s not a gquestion of making the wool manu-
facturlng business pay In this state. It has been

pounds

demonstrated that the business can be made to.

pay. But there are so many disadvantages to be
met and 20 many leaks that have w Le guarded
ugalnst that the risk Is greater away fr 1 the
great wool centers of the country. 1t is necessary
to have not only a manufacturer at the head of
the Institution, but an executive man as well,
familiar with conditlons as to help, ete. The Provo
mills are in first class shape today, equipped with
the most modern machinery and with every facili-

ty for successfully manufacturing wool, The plant
miLy cred for sale, look to sec
a most successful woolen manufacturing industry
carried on at that place.”

PAPER MAKING.

HIZ first paper made in Utah,” sald Charles

John Lambert, a ploncer of "4, who |s
resident of Granger ward, “was made early in
the 60s by Thomas Howard, who dicd just o fow
years agu Howard came from England,
where he learned to make paper by
ft was by the hand method that the first paper in
Utah was manufactured Iin the fall of 1861, They
had no machinery, except a hydraulie press, used
to press tho ranges after they
had been soaked to the proper consistency. Mr,
Howard spread the pulp out on a wire and with
hydraulic presure formed the thick sheeis Hrst
produced

“This was down In the old building
House ward, which had originally been
for the manufacture of sugar, but that industry
was abandoned and the bullding was used for
a paper mill. A sample of the thick paper was
carried to Ireland about that time, and a son of
Erin on seeing It sajd it wu some of ‘Brigham
Young's everlasting parchment.'

“After a few years Howard left the
of the paper mill and he was succeeded by a man

be « and If =sold 1

now

hand, and

water out of the

at Sugar
erected

cmploy

by the name of John Calderwood, who did not stay
long and Howard again returned Afterward
Michael Grace was employed, and he | ne of-

fended for some reason and then Mr. Howard
was Induced to return, and It was that I
became connected with the paper making Indus-
try. T started In keeping books for ti mill, but
learned to make pager. Howard left again
after awhile, and ¢ P Johnson of Colorado
taok the papeér mill on contract. mada
good, and after his engagement end
1 took the mill on contract and manufactured
paper. 1 was with the mill for 19 years, and during
that time the new mill at Cottonwood was erected
and furnished with a lot of new machinery. The
Cottonwood plant cost In the nelghborhood of
$150,000. About the ar 1888 1 was kicked In
the head by o horse, and 1 lay for weeks be-
tween life and death, After I recovered [ went
onto o farm, and dld not re-enter the paper mak-
ing busine The machinery was removed from
Sugar to Cottonwood in the winter of 1882-83,
and In 1884 John Beonner was Installed as paper
maker

“Nathan Staker succeeded Bonner as paper-
maeker, and wis employed In that capacity when
the Cottonwood mill burned down In 1892

then

saon

Johnxon
was at an

“We manufactured paper from rags, mostly,
but T used a great deal of woed pulp also, T re-
member that fully 300 cords of wood were used
in making parer, the quaking asp belng utllized
mostly for the purpose. The color of the wood
paper was not so good as that produced from rags,
but it was adapted for tha printing of newsapaprers,
and The Deseret News was printed on the wood
paper for a long time, A ‘rag bureau’ was main-
talned at The News office, and everybody, of high
and low degree, made no hesitancy of taking thelr
bundles of rag to the newspaper office where
they received their pay for the old material. We
shipped xeveral carloads of paper to Colorade,

where it found a ready market,

“Some ldea of the quality of paper we produced
in the finer varieties may be had when it Is
known that John Nicholson's book, on the
martydom of Joseph Standing, was printed on our
paper; also other hooks writton at the time.

“Finally the paper mill at Cottonwood was de-
stroyved by fire, and it was decided to sell the
machinecv for old lron, and this ended the mak-
Ing of paper tn Utah.™

GLASS WORKS.

A.\ interesting development of the industrial
growth of Utah was the establishment Iin the
suburbs of Salt Lake CIty of large glass works.
A company was formed about the year 1885 by
local people, who subscribed $10,000 for starting
the industry, and - Thomas B. Taylor, at one time
business - manager of The Deserct News, was made

president of the company, with Hugh Watson
manager. Other members of the company Included
Jacoh Moritz, A. Fisher, Geo. F. Culmer, and
others.

Mr. Tavlor, who was president of the company,
talked interestingly on the establishment, progress
and decline of the glass industry. He sald

“Our company secured two and a half
of land aboul a quarter of a mile west of the Warm
Syrings, in the part of the clty, and
built alarge one story brick bullding for the purpose
articles in glass. The actual work of
be v early in the spring of 1886, We
ccured sand sultable for making glass in endless
gquantitles from the mountaln side just east of
the factory, where we secured the limo
necessary in melting the sand. The other Ingredi-
ent used for this purpo was cement, and this
too, we were able to get near at hand

acres

wrthern

also

ful, and we evm-

“The Industry was very suce
ployed five or slx glass blowers, and quite a num-
ber of men haullng sand, tending furnace, etc.,
hesldes a number of boys and girls yacking bottles
We manufactured fruit bottles of the Mason
patent, which we secured permission to use, beer
bottles and soda water bottles. The trade of Z,
. M. I. and many other stores was glven us, and
we shipped carloads of Lottles Into Soda Springs
In Idaho. All the beer bottles used in
were also made at our factory. Wo used coal for
fuel, and consumed as much as 300 tons of this

the state

material every month,

“The prospects were favorable for a
or two, and the factory did well
came involved financially, however, on account of
fallure of some of the stockholders to pay thelr
stock subscriptions, and on account of difficulties
In securing rayment for several carloads of bot-
tles shipped out, Tlmes grew hard and money
became stringent, untll finally about the year 1889
voted to dlscontinue

very year

The business be-

it was the manufacture of
Eglass

“The same mountialn of gand remains where it
was, and the same opportunities for the manu-
facture of glass exist today as did then. Bul thw
old works were completely destroyed, cording
to my best recollection, and the work of resusci-
tating the glass industry has thus far never been
attempted,”

MANUFACTURE OF IRON.

HEN George A. Smith, Henry Lunt, George

Wood, Joseph Chatterley, Thomas Bladen
and others first set foot in Iron county, they
found much lron there, and decided that Iron
county should become the manufacturing center
of Utah. ‘The scttlement in Iron was made with
that Intention, and the people faithfully tried to
carry out the deslgns of the leaders In establish-
ing a manufactory of fron. The ores were taken
from the ground, thousands of dollars wers ex-
pended in the ereciion of 0 building and procur-
ing manufacturing machinery and the blast
furnace In full operation remains a vivid memory
to this day with the older residents of that sec-
tion. But transportation facilitles were limited, as
well ax capital, and the fron making industry
lenguigshed and finally was abandoned early In the

MANUFACTURE OF OIL.

N the vear 1861 Heber C. Kimball brought to
] successful operation a mill for the manufacture
of oll from flax seed. After & number of unsuc-
cossful experiments, Presldent Kimball, with the
assistance of Thomas Lowson and Willlam J. Sil=-
ver, machiniets, placed In operation two hydraulle
presses which pressed out ten gallons of oll per
dny. Anpn account of the establishment of the
industry at the time, printed In The Deseret News,
gave the Information that It was expected that
soon & sufficient quantity of this oll would he

manufacturea to supply the needs of the people
of the territory. An advertisement ecarrled in the
columns of The News announced that pure llax
seed oil would be sold by the manufacturers at
$5 per gallon; that the sum of 3250 would be

paid per bushel for flax seed, or that oll would bo
exchanged for the sced at the rate of a half gal-

lon of oil for a bushel of seed, A great deal of
time and money was spent in perfecting the plant

for manufacturing the oll, and the industry
flouris until the raising of flax was abandoned
and the advent of the railroad brought In com-

petition which made the further production of

the fluid unprofitable,

COTTON INDUSTRY.

&b B,
URING the spring of 1861 President Brigham
Young and other leading men made a trip

through southern Utah-They passed through Paro-

win, Cedar City and St. George, and noticed the
start which had ‘been made in the ratsing of
cotton, President Young was much impressed with
what he saw and at the followlng October con-
ference several hundred familles were called to
go south to strengthen the settlements already
there and to ralse cotton. The colony was headed

by George A. Smith, Erastus Snow and Horace S

Fldredge These settlers went vigorously to work

and the followlng year the first cotton crop of any

consequence—about 100,000 pounds—was gather-
ed. Joseph Horne, formerly of Salt Lake City, had
charge of the cotton industry,

A cotton factory was bullt at Parowan In 1861,
by a Mr. Hanks, and the crop of the southern
rlanters was shipped there for several years, but
in 1869-70 the Washington cotton factory was
built near 8t George, and all the local cotton prod-
uct was handled at that mill for many yea~s.

Machinery was added later to the factory for
the weaving of silk, but this, like the cotton in-
dustry, was doomed to annihilation through the
siress of competition and unfavorable conditions.

BASKET MAKING.

HE record of the firat basket making In Salt

Lake City is in June, 1862, when Job Smith
and Elijah Pearce announced that they had ma-
terlal on hand and proposed to supply the trade
with all kinds of baskets, including bushels, halfl
pushels and clothes baskets, children's chalirs, and
cradles, bird cages and flsh traps. Among the
other useful articles made by thls enterprising
firm were also included bonnle baskets, truck-lid-
ded hampers, and chair bottoms. The firm occu-
pled quarters then lately vacated by Felt & Allen
opposite to Walker Bros' new store. Mr. Smith
Is still a resident of Salt Lake, and remoembers
well his first venture in the manufacturing line,
while his partner, Elljah Pearce, moved Into the
north counties and made baskets In Cache for
a number of years,

ROPE.

N Lhe fall of 1861 W. A. McMaster and Hugh

Moon started up o rope and twine factory, “in
the east end of the First ward, Great Salt Lake
Clity.” The factory was called the “Young Sam
Itope Factory” and the proprietors announced
that they were prepared to work up hemp, flax
or halr on shares or otherwlise \nto ropes, twines
lassos and clnches, well and tackle ropes, From
the early accounts of the time, the rope manu-
facturing business progressed very well for a
considerable period, but it finally went the way of
other industries begun in those early

=0 many
days,

MATCHES.

HAT matches were among the articles manu=-

factured In the early days is apparent from the
fullowing notice which appeared In The Deseret
News of February 26, 1862; “A Good Article.—Mr.
Amos Filelding manufactures a good article of
friction matches, which will Ignite when required,
i recommendation not applicable to some which
have been on sald thls winter."” Mr, Fielding's ad-
vertisement, which appeared In the same [ssue,
conveyed the information that he manufactured
hls matches in the Fifth ward south of the
school house, and that the general depot was at
Henry E. Phelps', east Temple street, nearly- op-
posite Bishop Hunter's resldence.

The making of matches soon vDecame a very
profitable industry, to judge by the number who
participated In thelr manufacture. Following Mr,
Flelding's lead, Robert Greer took up the busineas,
and soon H. Findlay branched out In the busi-
ness of making matches. Nelbaur's match factory,
in the Thirteenth ward, advertised that the best
and cheapest matches In the whole territory were

made there

offering a box containlng between
feur and 5

five hundred matches for 15 ce

THE SILK INDUSTRY.

ERHAPS the first sllk o
In Utah to

wns to be produced

any considerable extent was In
1863, when Octave Ursenbach exhibited in Salt
Lake City some three thousand of the ailk halls,
which were sajd to be the product of an original
stock of two dozen worms, The cocoons were,
according Lo an account of the remarkable exhi-
bition of the industry of the silk worms, of ex-

cellent color and In good condition It was from
this beginning that the adaptability of the sofl to
grow mulberry capable of producing the
finest quality of sllk w demoastrated, and re-
sulting In the more extended de clopment of the

£ilk Industry which afterward followed =
3

From this humble beginning Brew an Intll;nlry
which reached statewlde proportions, It was de-
monstrated that the soll of the state was ad-
mirably adapted to the rafsing of the mulberry
tree, whose leaves fed the worms which® pro-
duced the cocoons

In 1896 the first state leglslature passed a
law providing for the organizatlon of the Utah
sllk  commission, and appropriating money for
the encouragement of rafsing silk worms by
paying a bounty of 25 cents per pound for
the production of 8ilk cocnons. The commission
was appeointed and Mrs. Zina D. H. Young be-
camoe Its first president and Mrs. Margaret A.
Caine its first, and only secretary. The other
members of the original commission were Mrs.
Ann C. Woodbury, of St Mrs, Isabolle
E. Bennett of Salt Lake Mrs. Cazier, of
Nephi

The work which consisted chlefly in the edu-
cation of the people in the growing of mul-
b and silk worms, was succdssfully
conducted for nine years, The Iindustry grew
“schools’” were held in St. George, Box-
elder, Weber, Cache, Wayne, and Emery coun=
ties, and In' other scctions of the state, too,
the business flourished. Utah sllk was the best
produced anywhere A ready market was to be
had for all the silk which could be produced,

In 19056 the slate Jeglslature passed a law
turning the equipment and groperty of the sllk

trocs

George,
and

Yy lrees

and

commission over to the Agricultural college
with the Idea of making it a portion of the
work of the college to conduct experiments in

silk culture and to carry on the work so well
begun by the silk commission. But the same
legislature which abolished the commision falled
to provide a further appropriation for carrying
on thils especinl work, and since that time littla
has been done with the advapcement of the silk
Industry in Utah

The soil of the state ls especially adapted to
ralsa mulberry trees: the silkworm llves and
thrives nowhere better than here, and the
quality of sllk produced heretofore has been
pronounced unsurpassed, and it would scem that
nothing remains in the way of sucessfully reviv-
ing the *departed Industry” to the benefit and
profit of the whole state

SCHOOL SLATES.

URING the month of March, . theé first

article of school slates manufactured in Utah
was brought to Salt Lake from Woellsville, Cache
county, where Robert Wardrop had discovered a
slate guarry and ostablished a factory on a smali
scale. Mr. Wardrop sald that he had found inex-
haustible quantities of the material, and prorosed
to make school slates for the whole territory of
Utah.

HAT MAKING.

John €. Tatton established a men’s hats manu=
factory in the second house east of the court
house, in the Fourteenth ward, and by the supe-
riority of worRmanshlp and the economy of his
charges, he guaranteed to merit the patronage of
the people of the city.

Mrs, (. R, Savage was among the early manu-
facturers of ladles’ hats, as was also Mrs. E. G.
Read, while George Bonnelll; of the Nineteenth
ward, advertised that he was the proprietor of
n well regulated cloth weaving establishment,
Thomas Lyon was also engaged In the weaving of
cloth, in the Twentieth ward, and after his death
the business was continued by James McGhle, who
announced as his speclalty a first class article of
“home-spun.'

MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES.

OME of the smaller manufacturing Industries

which flourished in the early times were those
of mnalls, combs and boneset pills. George J.
Taylor announced in 1863 that he was preyared to
work up old Iron into naifls, guaranteed unsur-
passed in the territory. Mr. Taylor's factory was
located In the Nineteenth ward, where he pald
lihernlly for scrap iron and charcoal, and pro-
duced nalls in quantitics to sult.

The Deseret comhb factory was situated on East
Temple street, three doors south of Jennings'
store, and was conducted by James Saddler.
Agreeing to accept In exchange for straight,
combs, back combs and curly combs all kind
of “graln and good pay,” Mr. Saddler continued
the manufacture of these most useful articles
successfully for a number of years

J. E. Johnson was the genlus who brought into
exjatence the household remedy, Compound
Boneset Pllls. The pllls, together with the Essence
of Life, Nerve and Bone Liniment, Conklin Salve,
and a complete nssortment of famlly medicin,
were manufactured in the laboratory of the .
ventor, at Spring Lake Villa, Utah county, Desera,
and the home made remedies attained a wide
sale for years throughout the territory,

At North Ogden, In Weber county, Thomas
‘airbrass opened up a leather tannery in 1868,
where he made leather on shares, glving those
bringing hides to his tannery half the leather
produced. Phillip Pugsley and Willlam Jen-
nings conducted for many years successful tan-
neries In Salt Lake City.

8. J Lees, who was located at the “sack fac-
tory” on Emlgrution strect, engaged In the manu-
facture of the homely but necessary article, the
shoe peg, while Thomas Hawkes, at T- D, Brown's
store on Maln street, carried on an umbrella
and parasol manufactory.

A great many other flelds were entered by the
people In the early days In the way of manu-
facturing the articles required by wne ploneers,
who were n thousand miles away from any
source of supply, which, upon the arrival of the
rallroad became unnecessary, or at least unprofit-
able on account of eastern gompetition. But that
the people were equal to the requirements and
sought to become self sustaining when no other
supply was to be had, ls amply shown by
the sccount given of the Industries startod In
this state when it was but an oasis In a stretch
of two thousand miles of uninhabited country.
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