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- IMPORTANCE OF HOME DUTIES.

Disconrso deliverod at the Salt Lake Stake Conference, in the Salt Lake

Assembly Hall, Batarday Afternoon, March

10th,

ELDER JOHN

1900, by

HENRY SMITH.

Qreater Room for Missionary

Children an Important Duty

Labor = Care and Diselpline of

Siighted —~ Shielding Influence o! the Home Clirele — Obli-
gation of the Saints to Look Well to their Children,

I am pleased to have the privilege of
meeting with you In conference, This
is the first conference since our Stake
was divided, and I am glad to see as

many present as are here this after- |

noon; nor have I any reason to com-
plain to you of the non-attendance of

our absent brethren and sisters, for 1|

realize that the character of the busi-
ness of a great many of the Saints s

guch that it ls extremely difficult for |

them to be present upon Saturday,
The changes that bave been made In
our Stake will undoubtedly give greater
opportunity for missionary work in this
section of the Lord's vineyard, and I
presume that the spirit and feellng of
the peuple will be improved through the

efforts that will continue to be made by |

our presiding authorities looking to our
awakening and keeping us In touch
with the Influence and power of the
Spirit of the Lord, The duties that rest
upon us are very great, The constant
efforts that sre necessary to fulfil the
responsibilities of the Saints require a
falth that knows no slackening, If we
are not possessed of that active and de.
termined faith, we shall ind ourselves
falling to fultil the dutles and respon.
sibilities that are ours, The presching
of the Gospel In the world, the maln-
tenance of our families, and the per-
forming of the varlety of dutles that
Attach to every member of the Church
who 18 williag to work, afford but limit.
ed opportunity for idleness, and keep
men very largely away from thelr fam-
flies, It Is extremely rare that
the opportunity ls given to an active
Bishoprie, or an active Teacher or ac-
tive members of the varlous gquorums
and organizations of the Church to vis-
it very much with thelr own house-
holds and to be in that communion with
thelr ohildren which they would like.
Upon mothers, therefore, rests the
greater responsibility in this sphere;
and considering the cares and duties
that are thelrs, I sometimes question
whether the heads of families are do-
ing right in this direction. 1 question
myself ag to whether I am doing my

I part In looking after the Interests
snd wellbelng of my children; whether
in the midst of the multiplied responsi-
billtles that Jead us nearly every even-
Ing to & meeting of some kind, we are
not permitting our family interesta to
§0 uncared for. I am led to think that,
on account of the many dutles that de-
vyolve upon us we are drifting away
from that companionship with our own
which we should prudently and
thoughtfully maintain. In conversa-
tlon with some brethren in another
section of the Churen recently, 1 was
surprised to discover that many men
rarely ever spent an evening at home,
and seldom have the chance to eit
down with thelr wives and enjoy those
blesaings of communion and converse
which should be malntained In the
most sacred manner possible between
husband and wife In the household.
With many Eiders of the Church, weeks
and monthe go by without thelr having
thelr households together and convers.
Ing  with the children, This neglect
of family has grown up to a wonderful
extent with many who hold positions
In the Church of Christ, and it has be-

me o matter likely to involve serious
nsequences,

[ o
| HOME CARES AND DISCIPLINE

I Lelleve, of courge, that we should
attend as Uy as possible to the du-

| ties Imposed upon ug, first among which
| I8 securing the necessary means o
provide for the households that our
heavenly Father has given us, Paul de-
clared, VIt any provide mnot for his
| own, and especially for thosa of his own

housge, he hath denled the faith, and s
than an infidel.” This responsi-
| bifity i upon us, and each one of us
phould discharge it to the best of his
Pabllity., In the multiplleity of the cares
that come upon us in being ordained to
| the vartous offices and callings of the
| holy priesthood, together with the re-
sponsibilities connected with the strug-
gle requisite to provide for the needs of
| our familice, many of us, I am fearful,
are drifting Into & specles of e, go
| far ag our own are concernad, that is
| not altogether what it should be,
| may be that we lack the skill or the
abllity to so arrange our affairs and our
duties as to render to the household
| God has glven us their proportion In the
time and searon thereof; and our
freqient absence from their compan-
fonship permite some of them perchance
to geét from under our Influence, The
resuit is, they frequently have to pass
through the fire of trial and sorrow be-
fore they can béa made to realize the
direction In which they are going. When
wa consider the limited time that many
of us have employed In the immediate
watcheare and guldance of our children,
we must acknowledge that our heavenly
Father has certainly  been extremely
good to His people, In that hundreds
and thousands of thelr boys and girls
have not entirely drifted from the falth
and gone to the bad, I trust that as we
ghall obtain more experience and be-
come better conversant with the work
our Father has set us to do, our minls-
tratlons In the priesthood ghall be so
systematically arranged, together with
the work necessary to provide for the
temporal wants of our households, that
more time and thought will be given
to the interest and watcheare of the
ones made dependent upon us by our
Father,
HOME COMPANIONSHIP,

To my mind, this question of the cara
of our households is an extremely im-
portant one. Qur sisters, who have
#tood the greater portion of the time in
the immediate losd of the household,
have displayed wonderful tact and abil.
ity in holding around them their sons
and daughters; but In many instances,
could thore have beén that full and
complete companionship that
prevall in the home, and the husband
and father discharged his part of the
Inbor connected with the guldance of
the dependent ones as fully as he might
huve done poseibly, It would have eased
the mother's burden, and resulted per.
chance in a stronger influence being ex.
erted aver the children, looking to the
development of the spiritusl and indus.
trial tendencies within them,

FAMILY DUTIES BLIGHTED,

In speaking thus to you, it is with no
thought of censuring anyone, 1 know
too well the labor that has to be per.
formed, the cares and responsibilities

worse

100

It |

that are »0 numerous, the efforts that
have to be put forth to fulfll the duties
resting upon us, and 1 reslige It s dif-
floult to change these things, but I do
believe that the preslding authorities
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter.
day Baluts, with their great body of
Priesthood, must in the future look
more carefully after the spiritual well.

Ing of thelr families “than many of
them may have been able to do n the
past, The Gospel has to be presched,
the organizations of the Church have to
be kept up, the visitations amoug the
people and thelr Instruction in the prin.
glples of the Gospel should be main-
talned by the organizations set apart
by our heavenly Father for the pers
formance of this sacred duly; but 1
cannot belleve that It was His design,

b

- Home Allairs Too Olten | in the ereation of these quorums and

organizations, and In Imposing upon us
the obligation of securing the necessi.
ties of life, that we should gradually
drift away from the performance of the
snered duties in the ho cle and the
thoughtful and prudent watcheare
necessary to the good and wellbeing of
our sons and daughters. If the min-
Iatration of the Teéachers in the differ«
ent wards were cartled out as perfect.
Iy a8 It was designed they should be,
they whose dutics required them to he
much feom home would have cause to
f that thelr families were not left
altogether without spiritual Instruction
end guldance, In reflecting upon this
matter 1 have thought that perhaps
our time I8 not so well divided as it
should be, ] have heard men say that
weeks and months go by and they
never sit down of an evening with their

ne ol

familles One duty requires them to-
night, unother duty tomorrow night;
and so on week In and week out. When

the husband gets home at night, per-
chance the wife and the children have
retired to rgst; and when they arise n

| the morning, all 18 hurry and bustle for

should |

the children to go to school, or for him
to go 1o his day's labor, Thus step
by step, by reason of the cares and
responsibilities resting upon us, we are
cut off from belng in complete unigon
and touch with our own households,
Our vhildren expect us but 1ittle of the
time: they hear from us but seldom
and that probably in the way of rebuke
for some neglected duty or for not re-
sponding to the wishes of thelr mother:
and there |8 danger of our boys and
giris growing altogether out of our
companionship, and forming associa.
tions of @ character that we cannot ap-
prove The home should be the most
pleasant place In the world for them:
but sometimes, owing to father being
pway, and mother not able to give that
attention to It that she should ke, we
find the home not the enjoyable and
companionable place that it should be
The boys go off, the girls scatter; and

Bometimes they go In directions that
forebode to them unhappiness and
misery

BHIELDING INFLUENCE
HOME CIRCLE,

I do not know that I can offer any
Buggestion that would better the efforts
that have been made or reach the
cessities of my brethren and alsters In
connection  with this matter; but It
Beems to me that [ am finding It my
bounden duty to st down In my own
home circle occasionally, and strive to
be In closer communion with my fam-
11y, 8o that the spirit of love and unison
may be with us, and that we may main.
tain a good understanding with each
other. 1 ask you, brethren and sisters,
to refleet upon this. You fathers of
familles, welgh the clrecumstances sur-
rounding you, and t that the
gpirit of love, kindness and devotion
shall be maintained in the home eircle

OF THE

see to It

| that come frova being too much possi

!

| #0 perfect and complete that none shall |
drift away from that influence, This
spirit should be characteristlc of the

homes of the Latter-day Saints in eve
éry place and In every condition, that
the falth which God has given us may
not die out from the minds of our chil.
dren, and that thelr associations and
companionships may not be formed
along lines that are not In keeping with
the apirit of that work which to our
minds #hould be above all things in the
worll, We may be eminently success-
ful In the discharge of our duties In the
Priesthood and do great good In minis-
tering to the wants of others, but If
one by one our own sons and daugh-

much will we fesl rewarded for our ef.
forts and miniatry in lite? The effort

to guard and gulde our own children
should be constantly made, and we
should seek to Impress upon them the
Splirit of the Qospel. [f as husbandsg
anil wives we have that spirit in our
wssociations, and we are 1o full unison
in our labors, maintaining the spirit
of love and Kindness (n our house.
holds a8 well as outside, 1t Wil
afford us pleasure and \tisfaction;
but If our own shall drift

us, and our sons and
are not found fn the fold, 1
to the cause of truth

voted
and not secking
to better the gonditions of themseives

{ de

réceive
minis.

and their nelghbors, we will
but little satisfaction when our

trations and labors are dong It my|
family treasures are not to be in my
companionship In the future state, the

results of the tolls of life will present
but Hitle satisfaction; but if 1 can en-
Joy their companlonship and the soclety

of the #ood who Inbor f he further-
ance of the purposes of God, and ton
to thelr volces In song and pralse (o
God, lfe and itg mission will indeed

have been & satisfaction
NEGLECT NOT O
Therefore, my brothers
ters, 1 trust that eac! nizing
the nature of hia responsibilities, may |
80 devote his time tha wn home |
will recelve its just and | oF propors

R OWN.,

my sla- |

and

tlon of watcheare and Dblesging, and
thut our labors may not necessitate our |
oenmuring too  freely the ones with
whom we ourselves mingle I find
that, to be away from home for & |
week or for a montl then coma
back and begin to f t hecause |
the bovs Qr the girls have not guile |
discharged the dutieas red of them
makes fe rather unpleagant to e ’
and I presume others have had similar |
experlence in this co fon. I want |
to live In the hearts of my chiidren |
would live in thelr 1 love,
in thelr devotion, 11 en |
and women conversant anel
a8 well ax those In are |
rightly balanced, | y and satls- |
faction in the devotion and love of
thelr children.and In the efforts made In
thelr behalf to deve H Fint 1 (4
and to prepare the for the perforin-
ance of the regpons ties ar 1nies
of life. Reflect, my ren and sis-
ters, upon this ques! A Ve de-
voting to the temporal t L ‘u:
much time and looking t 2 fer
the spiritual well-being of our children? |
Are we devollne ¢ minh time 1o the
wellbelng of our brethren and glaters
and too Jittie to out household!
Or are we devoting too much timé and
attention to our own ! j%e is, and
negieoting our duty I thren
and thelr familles? 1 o=k you to welgh
thig yourselves; look into your owh
homes; welgh the possibilities |
of the lives of your own |
children and th effect that
is produced upon them by your absence |
and neglect, as well as tl results

bly In thelr association |
These are matters that each one of

us can refleet upon, and flecting upon |

them, can so apply, I trust, the Intelll- |

gence and knowledge the Good Master
has given us that in each fleld we may
be enabled to render to the responsibi-

litles of this temporal life that labor
and Industry which shall bring the
comforts and blegsinge of Iife; and In

the spiritual affalrs and the fulfiliment
of our duties ag presiding authorities
or as alds In government in connection
with the work of God, we ghall give to
His people the beneflt of our judgment

and skill and the wisdom and light
which He has bestowed upon us; and
having fulfilled our dutiex in thig res
spect, that we shall be able to gunrd
in sacrednesg the home circle, so that
we and ours may fullll our part In

such & way that our Father In heaven
will approve all our acts. 1 pray that
His Spirit may guid that wisdom
may dictate vs, and that judgment and
skill may be glven us nmensurate
with the responsgibilities that are ours,
and that we shall be able to cluster |
around ug our sons and daughters,
tablished In the falth of the Gosapel,
loving the truth, and seeking to obey
the requirements of heaven to the best
of their abliity; which is my prayer In |
f Jesus. Amen

-

CHURGH INTELLICENGE.

(Continued from page nineteen.)

However, the truth la belng heard by
many of the people In this eity, and
gome of them are accepting I

I gametimes think, “Can it be possible
that I am walking upon ground that the
Latter-day Baints first owned? A coi-
ony of "Mormeons” from Sajt Lake Clty,
Utah, were the firel white people who
made thelr homes in the Bernar-
dino valley, with the exception of a few
white men, who had intermarried with
Mexioans, and occupled large ranches,
The Latter-day Bainte numbered about
four hundred familes, divided into secs
tions as they crossed the desert. Capt.
Jefferson Hunt was the leader of this
colony, having crossed the desert previ-
ous Lo this time, We are rooming with
Capt, Jefferson Hunt's daughter, Mrs,
Harriet Mayfield, who Is now 80 years
old, and she is very kind to us and to
any of the Saints when they call on her,
This colony of Latter-day
through southern Utah, ar

san

rossed the

desert by the most direct route between |
here and Utah. They arrived here In

June, 1851, and camped at Sycamore |
Grove, In the Cajou Pass. At thix time
San Bernardino valley was a Spanish
ranch or grant owned by the Leegos,
covering nine square miles, The “"Mor-
mons” bought this valley from the
Jeegos, and from the Hycamore Grove
in the Cajou Pass, From there they
ppread out over the vall ught
under eultivation the ) that
had | n only the home o heep and
cattt They lald out the v of San
rnardine as It 8 today, with wide,
autifal streets, Large flelds of grain
r evs

I
L

ware gown by the usual Joint-labor ¢
tern a8 new colonles of Latter-day
-

Baints alwave d0. The councll house
was erected on the corner of Third and
Grafton street in which tha Sainte
congregated in thosa days presided over
by the Apostles Amasg M, Lyman and
Chariez ¢, BRleh. The bullding was de-
malished In July, 1867, preparatory t
he erection of a largé brick building

This was one of the old landmarks of
f the first

the town, having been one of fir

the townsite, In

I lngs erected on thi

1553 Ban Bernardino county was created
by an act of the lagislature, and th
town of San Bernardine, which was lald
off the gome year, wag mude the coun.
ty seat. (Under “Mormon" industry and
| thrift it rew rapldly. Gradually gen-
tileg frorn adjoining ecounties began to
reep 1te the beautiful wvalley, and
their ditferent tastes and customs be.
gan to engender hard feelings, Two
parties were ereated, and their animoa.
ity wag perpetunated long after the ex-
odus of the main body of the Balnts to
Ralt Laks In IR37-58, Impartial people
boldly admit that the “Mormon” ek
ment was the peaceable and Jaw-abid.

ing party, aud ag long as they remained
good government wad maintained
If any of the Latter-day SBaints have
friends or relntives in RBan Bernardino
or vieln and would ke us to call on
v11l be pleased to do go if they
will write us
The work of the Lord la progressing.
The “"News'" Is always welcome,
Your Brother in the Gospal,
W. W. ERCAUBRACE.

STAKE CONFERENCES,
Alberta Stake.

Cardston, Alberta, Canada,
February 27, 1800,

them wi

To the BEditor:

The regular quarterly conference of
the Alberta Stake of Zion was heid ac-
cording to appointment in the Cardseton
ting house, Bunday and Monday,
february 25th and 26th, 1800, RElder
Charles O, Card presided. Present on
the stand were the presidency and lead-
Ing Elders of the Stake, and Elder Mil-
ton . Hammona of Utah

Sunday, 25th, 11 a. m.—After the open-
ing exerciseg and introductory remarks
by Elder Card, the conference was ad-
in tha forencon by Elders Orson

mee

I A, Woolley and Thomas Duce upon the

practical duties of every day life, the
necessity of diligence In conforming to
every requirement made of us that we
might enjoy the spirit of the Gospel.

Salnts came |
‘(

“ | tifieates of recommendation

The latter reported the organization of
A new ward east of 8t Mary's Mver,
namwed the Kimball ward;
Dunn, Bishop.

In the afterncon, after the opening
exercises, and administration of the
eacrament, the home missionaries, who
had been laboring In the Stake the past
six monthe, were honorably released
from their lgbors, and othérs appointed

for the ensuing six montha
Elder 1, O, Card then addressed the
conference, impressing upon the Sainta

the necessity of learning the ways of
the Lord, and putlting the same In prac-
tice; of renewing our diligence in filing
the requirernents made upon us from
time to time; in making up the different
reports required, especlally the tthing,
statietical, and charity reports (n the
proper time and manner, |
Elders Milton D, Hammond apd
Thomas Duce followed, speaking of the
necesslty of properly cultivating the
#oil, preparing the seeds, and also bogu-
tifylng our homes, by planting trdes
and making our surroundings of a
| plensant nature,
Monday, 28th—In the forencon Elder
168 Ferivll reported the progress of
organigation of the religlon classes
[ the Btake, giving the history of the
orign of thosa classes, the character
of the Instructions 1o be given, and the
manner of fmparting the same, in ors
der to successfully carry on the work.
The Y. L. M. L. A, and a'so the Y. M,
M. 1. A, of the Btake were reported
favorably by thelr eepresentatives,
showing & laudable diligence among the
membars of thora associations, In car-
rying on the labors assigned them. In
the afternnon the staslatical report of
| the Btake was read, ghowing a total of
2088 eouly, nfter which instructions
were glven to thoee newly arrived in
the Btake ty present their cer-
to those in
authority where they located, that a
| eorrect report might be made from time
to time, as required,

The Rellef socleties, Primary assocla-
tionm, Heventies, and Eiders of the
Btake were each reported Ly their rep.
resontatives, after which the Elders
were maore fully organized in different
fletricts throughout the Stake. Ad-

were then glven by several
of the leading Elders upon the import.

droases

way they should go, the getting of good
examples, and guarding the footsteps

of those given Into our care that they
| might avold the evils surroundi» g them,
The weather being unustally mild
for the seaton, the attendance was

Jarge, and all were made comfortable
In the spacious new meeting house re-
cently erected,
SYLVESTER LOW,
Stake Clerk.

Bear Lake Stake,

The guarterly conferegyce wae held at

| Bloominugton on Feb. 24th and 2ith, El-

der John Henry Smith of the Councll

| of A and Elder BSeymour B

Young of the First Council of Seventies
were our welcome visitors,

Saturday, 10 a, m~The speakers
were Elder Wm, Budge, Elder Andrus
Y. M. M. I missionary; Elders James
8. Poulson, Joshua Jarvis, Horace Nel-
son, Adam Wilcox, John Roberts, James
Brown and Elder John Henry Smith.
The spirit of testimony rested upon the
gpeakers in a remarkable degree.

In the afternoon the speakers were
Elder Eschler, from Switzerland; El-
der Harry Rich from the Eastern
States; |

wtles

Hder Elijah B, Trémelling from
the Northern States, and Elder Walter
Glenn from Boston, who all gpoke with
that eplrit and energy which character.
lze the Gospel misslonary, The reports
of thelr labord and misslonary experi.
ence were exceedingly Interesting, El.
der Beymour B, Young occupled the re.
maining time in an able and eloguent
ew of early Church history.
Bunday, 11 a. m.—After the opening
pxercises, Elder James H. Hart of the
ftake presidency addresged the oon-
gregation on the perfect organization
and government of the Church of Christ
and algo reported the condition of the
| Stake as progressive. The following
returned miggionaries reported thelr
| labors: Klders Charles W, Uole, Edward
| A, Sutton, and James Duffin, They
had been greatly blessed In thelr minis.
i try and had returned filled with joy un.

John A, |

————

speakable and o desire 1 ,-\T\
lhf!'ﬂ""‘ and glorioye work ¢ .:’lr:"

up Zion, Elder Maryin 1 Ditiding
o the truth of the Gogre 0 fiel
through the Praphet oo 1
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obhsequance of ), \lw».f‘, 1
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with, : i
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of Bishop Austin's f4,
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To the Rditor:
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BElder Enos A, M
Falls, 1dah h
10th of March, 158
ary work, retur:
maonth, His fleld of
Michigan conferer
formed a good mission t

Elder Rone Thatc! 1 ;
county, returned |
this month from a mle 16 sast
Kentucky and north
enoes, for whieh }
the 20th of Oct., 1887

Elder Charles W, Hul
City, returned hame or
month from a misel for s
pet apart on the 1ith N
fleld of Iabar has been W
chiefly Milwauk
has enjoyed his Inhors vor .
are now twenty Salnts In M
principally Germar ]
had the priviiege of baj
gix. The prospects { L § in
that city are good
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TALMAGE’S

“ARTICLES OF FAITH”

Have been Sold since April I, 1899, This is the greatest record ever
achieved by a home publication in the same length of time.
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If you have not adopted the Articles of Faith yet, send to the News for the special rates to classes.
We have also just issued a new Catalogue of Church works which we will mail free to any address.
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