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. In arising to address you this morn-
Ing_my stl:lrglhren and sisters, [ trust
Shall haye an interest in your faith and
Prayers; for I never arise to speak to
the Laiter.day Saints or to the world
Without a3 desire in my heart to say that
Which should be said and nothing that
should not be said. [feet thatitisa
YEry great responsibility to have before
Me hundreds of intelligent human
Jeings, whose souls are to be saved, lg
isten tg that which [ have tosay, an
have always been deeply ln_1pressed
With ij, so much so thatto this hour I
ave pet got gver the fear and the
Irémbling that a call to speak produces.
Dolwithstanding all my experience.
el this way this mor ing. Ifeel that
his is an smportant gathering, and that
™uch depends on that which is said, so
that the people shall go away fed with
the bread of life and profited by thetr
COming together. ]
sfppu;:;gst: that the great object all
La“er‘day Salpts have in view I8
heir salyation. Trere isperhaps nota
Single thing prayed for with more fre-
Quency apd with greater fervor by ucs1
Niversally than that we may be save ;
30d exalted in the celestial kingdom o
Sur God, [do notsuppose that there
1S a mempber of the Cnurch omits that
Prayer: it jg universal, so far as m_y}
trvation has extended And yﬂhl
€ bad the power to count all those w20
have started out to achieve this great
Sdlvation and glory, we would be as
lonisheq at the number that have tallen
way and have tailedn their lives to
B the foundation for that greatcon-
SUmmatjon, [ ook back at my early
e ang my subsequent associalivns,and
deeply impressed bv the great
Yumber whom I have known who are
"0 longer comnected with the Churc[b,
Y10F their children, so far as I know In
0¥ instances, they have passed away
f-m-j their nanies have L
Vion,  Qccassionally a nanie comes ta
my femembrance and } make fnauiry as
o What hag become of so-and-so, sonie
incideny calling back to memory the
Wdividua! or the family, and frequently
“Anngt find anyone tnal can apswer
By inguiry. Hundreds and thousands
4ve s1arted gut to obtain the prizz ag
have nop eadured to the end; they have
f;anfd with great hopes and anlécnt;;ar-
908 and with apparently strong ceter
Minationg “{ghs.ﬂee God, being fuled

been lostin ob-|]

d | its attainment.
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ith ioy because they have found the
r:'utth, b}:lt after awhile these determina-
tions have become weakened and they
have become indifferent to the truth and
have lost their standing in the Church,
inst as is described in the vision of Lehi
which we find recorded in the- first part
of the Book of Mormon. Theretore, it
is a glorious thing to meet with men
who have been taithful. The last time
the First Presidency and some of the
Twelve were here we surrounded the
bier of one man noted aMong us whom
God had taken home, (President A. O.
Smoot) and the chief cause of comfort
on that sad occasipn was the recollec-
rion of his faithfulness, of his unwaver-
ing integrity through life. E:lery man
who spoke concerning his life wel:.jupl-
on this feature of his ¢haracter, ;nf all
felt that a greal man had D?SS!} from
our midst—great because of his mtet;g-
rity and hi: uowavering fidehity 1o t ?
cause ol God. Apd so whenever
meet men and wopmen Whom I know 13
have been faithful, who have remamg
constantly C}ruc to the prmmples ol}de
Gospel and have pever turned aside
from the path of ngl’lleO"Srl}eas duhg
have been loyal to the work o t?o an
have never betrayed their braIl fre?' my
heart warms toward such, and [ fee r:hat
they are indeed choic® spnrusl. wdom
God has placed upon the e?rh:, m;{ ?o
whom He has given much of His Holy
Spirit, No wonder tpat WE can love
such; no wonder that w& sce them out
when we come into 2 congregahor;.
When we look into theif facesand recall
events of their lives wlt-h‘WhICh we :nay
be acquainted, our heg.fth go ULE 1rc1I (')‘v:z
to thein and in gratitude tf(-)' hfnl t ad
they have been kept ghus ait u,ban
thai we too have in like manner'neen
kept faithful in the work o:lGchd. 1;5,3
are the leelings that 2 alter- ‘ay
Saints have, doubt one jor
another } .

Now, my brethren and sisters, t‘:;’h?['m
there tu prevent us ail hemg tljxa.ut_ ul in
1his manner? 1s there anyd es m{j in
lis? Are any ot us destined or pre et?
uned to be faithiul and Ollilers_um :g e
faithful? Certainly not; there is nfong
ot this kind in the prpvid;r{xre g ﬁod,
God did ngt select W!]lor YOt:i ruff, or
John Taylor, or Bngm:’" Olfif;g-_ 01;
oseph Smith to be jaitntd }'egar e:is of
anything they might dp- b anrheel;l‘ etr
tain such an 1dea as mls.d fg & 0
dismiss it from their puads, 10 ehre uf
no foundation in truth 17 andy Sllilc Ias
sumption. God has selecte a_nol l'1‘15
10 antain to this glory, i1 we will 1ake

t He pas marked out tor
the course tha chhas pointed out the

befure us as this aisle is
in wrr?ich we should walk;

0, and warned
beset our path-
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way as plainly
before nie¢ DOW
He has told us what to
us of the dangers that
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way, and which we niust guard against
in order to attain to the end in view.
We enterin a race, so to speak. We
start out full of courage and hope, de-
termined to run the race vigorously and
continuously to the end. Butsomething
atises to render the race undesirable to
us and to lessen in our estitmation the
high value which we placed upon the
prize to be attained when we started
out. There are causes which produce
ttis; but they are not due to the predes-
tination of God. The causesare to be
found within ourselves., How many
members of this Church have felt that
they would sacrifice everything that
they had on earth, yes, and lay down
life itself, rather than deny the faith and
thereby lose the Spirit of God and the
fellowship of their brethren and sisters?
I suppose there is scarcely a soul to be
found in the Church that has not had
that feeling. How lovely the truth was
in their sight whep they joined the
Church! ow d sirable salvation and
exaltation appeared beforetheni! Every-
thing connected with the Church and
with the authorily of the Priesthood
seemed (0 them to be of God, and they
loved it They loved every principle of
the Gospel with intense love,  But afier
awhile that love fades away; they cease
to value their standing, and by degrees
these meno and women who at one time
felt that they would rather part wih
their life than with their standing in the
Church, cease to value that standing and
let it go without any effort to retain it,
not condescending probably to ask for-
givenessfor wrong done. Dy you not
know such cases? They are known by
hundreds. The hand of feliowship i3
withdrawn, and then they hecome
colder and colder, darker and darker,
until they lose entirely all the love they
ever had for tiie work of God or for the
people ot God.

Now, men and women do not get into
this condition wi hout cause. The
causes are as old as men; they have been
operating continually upon mankind
for six thousand vears, and they have
been producing the same results that
we now witness, Notwithstanding the
lessons of the pasi, however, you will
still see men and women pursuing pres
cisely the same path which has led to
such disastrous resulls in thousands and
thousands ol cases Sirange, is it not,
that such should be the case? Yetitis
so,and we have seen il conlinousiy since
the organizativn of the Church. ~ What
a sad thing it is 10 contemplate the life
of aman who has spent many of his days
and much ot his means in the work of
God and then allows some influence to
take possession of him that turns him
aside, and after a while he loses his love
tor the work ol God and his standing in
the Church, and ceases to labor for the



