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ligion. The von-**Mermon” churches
are, by the legal and judivial ex-
em ption referred to, constituted pre-
ferred religions by the Btate to the
degree that the prefercnce exteuds.
It is but the iuitial point in the cre-
ation of an establishmeut of religion
under the law, in this way: 1f more
religioug bodies were added to the
role of victiinz on the list on which
the “Mormon” Chureh stnods o
isolation at the head, until but one
of the prefecred species remained,
the latter would, to all intents aud
purposes, be the established State
religion. enjoying favors and prefer-
ences from which all others would
be deburred. The fuct of the vie-
timized religivua bodies being un-
popular does not affect the point -in
the least.

Iu relation to the spoliation atat-
utes, various opinions have been
expressed through the press and
other popular chanpels. Those who
have favored the robbery have
never attempled to defend it from a
constitutional! standpoint. The
ground of approval has almost in-
variably been that the “*Mormons’’
were the parties deapoiled, and it is
common to applaud whatever is an
outrage upon them. Whenever the
measure has been treated from the
position of right, it has been de.
oounced aus being not only intrin-
sically uujust, but an exceeding
dangerous experiment, liable to ul-
timately affect other religious
bodjes.

Bome remarks uttered in the fore
part of last year by Judge O."W.
Powers, in an argument made by
him in the capacity of counsel for
Receiver Dyer at the time the un-
seemly squabble over the Church
property was afoot, are pertinent.
We have nover been a profound ad-
iirer of Judge IPowers, but have
always been willing te admit that
he is capable of emittiug oceasional
brilliaut flashes of invincible truth.
He was having a spell of that kind
wlien he reeled off' the following in
relation to the measure enacted to
confiscate the property of the
“Mormon?’ pueople:

3t wasa harsh proceeding to make
this confiscation act. I desire to say
right here, it never met with my ap-
proval, and, I think, not with the ap-
proval of the majority of the Gentile
community here. Itis un-American.
A man has a right to that which he
earms, or to give it to a charity, 2 hos-
pital, a church, and no one has tbe
right to say bim nay. To say that
this government can take his money
and use it for a purpese for which he
did notintend 1t is tyranny. Itisan
unjust law, and bas done morelo in-
jure the Gentile cause than the Mor-

mon chureh ever has dobe.. It has
given a chance for that peopleto say

THE DESERET XVE;I-%KLY._

that our chief object is plunder and
robbery. I don’t care whether the
iocorperation is legal or not, the gov-
ernment has no right to take this prop-
erty. The Mormons wrested it cut of
the soil; it is theirs and no one eise’s.

The government could bave done no
lens, in view of the doubtful nature of
this proceeding. than test the constitu-
tionality of the law. If it is mot con-
stitutioral that mattar should be made
known, and every dollar returned to
those whose it is.

The screws were applied to this neo-
ple. They were between the upper
and oether millstones and were being
ground to powder, as it were. ‘They
were crowded and crowded down, and
compelled to accede to the terms of
the receiver, who secured his pound
of flesh !

THE MINORITY REPORT ON [DAHO

THE positiou taken by the minor-
ity of the members of the commit-
wee on Territories on the question of
the admission of ldaho to statebood,
asiudicated by their report, is sim-
ply unassailable from a logieal
and constitutional standpoint, Dis-
qualification from voting, bolding
office or serving on juries is in the
nature of pu'rxlslimeljt. According
to the theory of Represeutative
Mansur aud his fellow committee-
men in sympathy with his views,
no punitive process can be properly
appiied on the basis of a mere alle-
gatiouof criminality. [t must fol-
low, but never precede, convic-
tion of 8an offense  against
law. The coustitutiou of the
proposed Btate of ldaho reverses
this rule of civil goverurnent.
Not only does that shameful Instru-
ment place jurisprudence upon its
apex with its base in the air, but it
puts a cluss of worthy citizens un-
der the ban of disability who are
not even accused of any crime,
they being disabled simply on the
ground that they hold membership
in a particular church among whose
tenets is elaimed to be an unpopular
doetrine. They are deprived of the
privileges which accrue uunder the
status of citizenship, because at
some time a number of the members
of that religious organizativn have

practiced nbd taught the objection-|

able tenet referred to, while they
themselves have pever, in word or
deed, done anything in that direc-
tion.

The constitution of the proposed
new Btate prescribes a religious test
oath, notwithstanding that the Na-
tional constitution forbids that any-
thing of that nature shall evver be

she shuail -Americanize her Btate
constitution are clearly in the right,
and their views will, in course of
time, be applauded and endorsed,
while the alleged organic act adop-
ted by our sister Territory on the
north will be shilved as an uuseem-
Iy rehe of revived harbarism.
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A SAD DISAGREEMENT.

Ir 18 sad to see the ““Liberal” po-
litical brethren split into sections on
suljects regarding questions which
they should be a unit. A special
question upon which opposing fac-
tions of the fraternity feel more like
seizinyg each other by the hair of the,
capit instend of falling on each
others’ necks and sfectionately
weeping is in that connected with
the proposed government building
for Balt Lake City, 2

Those who feel an interest in
this theme would do well to read
and, if their mental digestion s
good, assimilate the Herald Wash-
| ingten special which appears in this

issue. After this intellectual exer-
clse, let them sit down and retlect
| upon two importaut alleged ingredi-
ents of the controversy that has
arisen b this subject. Those who
favor the remodelling of the
Woman’s Home building and its
conversion iuto a structure in whieh
the Government business shall be
conducted claim to be animated by
purely patriotic motives, Every
time they think of the probability of
“Uncle SBam? being put to the ex-
pense of purchasing a new site
and erectlng a completely new
structure, their financial souls are
worried with monetury grief, in
case the proportions of a corpulent
patiooal trensury should be diminp-
ished. It -is not to be presumed for
a moment that auy other motive
ipspires the movement. Buch an
idea would be more thar absurd,
eapecially at a time wheu n ren]
ystate boom i8 ou.

There can be'no doubt about these
patrictic economists having an argu-
meut on their side of the controversy
that mak.s thelr aptagonists
feel] as if they bud been
selzed where their hail is shert—
the failure of the Woman’s Home
|to accemplish what its promoters
asserted it would. Three women
| and six children do not conmstitute
[ a wuncourse of inmates for a buijld-

applied as a qualification for oﬂ“lcellng of palatial appearance and pro-

within the republic.

Representative Mansur and his
colleagues of the committee who
joilued with him

portions. Tt may be sald right here
that the aituation depicted in the
plea of the economists—who are

in . protestiug | pained with the prospect of an umn-

agaiust the admission of Idaho until | necessary inroad upen the national
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