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DR, LiVINCGSTOXE’'S LEITER.

The interest generally felt in the trav-
els and explorations of Dr. David Liv-
ingstone, the African traveller, has been
largely increased by his reported dis-
covery in the wilds of Africa, by Mr.
Stanley, and since then every line about
the Doctor has been read with avidity.
During the last few weeks, our readers
have seen that the telegraphic dis-
patches have contained several Jetters or
extracts of letters, said to have Leen
written by Mr.Livingstone;they are also
aware thatsome of these have been 80
garbled that portions of them became
unintelligivle. Some of our late eastern
exchunges contain copies of seven bona
Jide letters, written by the Doctor frem
the interior of Africa to Dr. Kirk,
British consul at Zanzibar,and to the
British foreign office, and delivered to
the parties for whom they were designed
by Mr. Stanley. These letters are far too
lengthy to admit of republication in the
Nrws, butas the interest felt in Liv-
ipgstone is so general, we have no doubt
that the following synopsis will be read
with pleasure.

Letter No. 1, written to Lord Stanley,
Nov. 15, 1870, from Bambarre, in the
Manyuema country, says that when the
writer had recovered sufliciently to be
able to leave Ujiji, he went northwest to
the country of the Manyuema or
Manyema — reputed cannibals. The
object of this journey was to follow the
central line of drainage of the Great
Nile Valley, which the traveller
had seen when passing through  Lake
Bangweolo, and in other portions
of his travels, Owing to his feeble
health, two hours a day was as much as
the Dr. could manage, but he gradually
gained strength, and was soon able to
make longer journeys. Two days before
hereached the country of the supposed
canunibals, he met a band of Ujijian
traders with 18,000 pounds of ivory,
bought of the cannibals for a mere
trifle in copper bracelets and beads.
These traders gave a very discouraging
accout of the Manyema — they were
‘‘bad, bad, bad, awfully bad, and canni-
bals.” The Dr. and his party, however,
reached DBambarre, the place where
resided Moenekuss, whom our traveller
says was the most sensible chief of the
man eaters,, The Doctor and his party
received no bad treatment from him or
his people, but westward of that place
they found people who had been ill-
treated by the Ujijian  traders,
or rather by the slaves accompanying
them, and they, believing that the Dr.
and his party were of the same charac-
ter, wou'd not allow them to stay there.
Pretty sharp abuse from the women was
the worst they got there, but the men,
armed with wooden shields and long
spears, showed them out of their dis-
trict of country, and they returned to
Bambarre.  The country was extremely
beautiful, but hard to travel over, be-
cause of having to make their way
through grass, the stalks of which were
half an inch in diameter and ten or
twelve feet high., The leaves of this
grass were armed with small spears
wich, in a few hours, made the hands
and faces of the travellers sore. The
Dr.and his band were travelling through
this region in November—ihe com-
meuncement of the rainy season, and
contact with the leaves of this grass,
which were full of water, would speedi-
ly “wet them to the bone.”” The un-
pleasantness of travelling would also be
increased by their pathway being all the
time now, like walking through slush
aund mud, and sometimes nearly impas-
sable, by a pulpy mass composed of the
stalks of the muale palm, trampled un-
der the feet of elephants and buflaloes.
Occasionally they would %u to the top of
the thigh into holes filled with mud,
caused by the subsoil giving way be-
neath the weight of the elephant.

Some of the pumerous rivers in the
Manyema country ar2 covered with
what the Dr. calls living vegetab e brid-
ges, composed of a dark, glossy leaved
grass, the roots and eaves of which
matted together,cross the streams, form-
ing a rude substitute for, and made to
answer the purpose of bridges. When
crossing these bridges they yield twelve
or fifteen inches every step, the water
rising that high on the eg of the trav-
eller, and each step in advance he must
lift his foot high enough to place it on
the unbent mass in front. Holes more
than six feet deep are frequently met
with in these masses of herbage, which
greatly increase the danger and difficul-
ty of this method of crossing the
streams. |

Between each district of the Manye-
ma country there stands a large belt of
the primeval forest, the trees in which
are so high that parrots and guinea
fowls in their tops cannot be reached
with a gun, while they are so thick that
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the gorllla, wl% ch is plentiful, can be
heard growling“'within fifty feet of the
traveller, who is unable to see him.

Travelling in the rainy season afflicted
all the members of the party, causing
loss of flesh and choleraic symptoms, so
the Dr. finally gave it up, and in Febru-
ary he went into winter quarters in a
camp formed by Ujijian traders for ivo-
ry. Therain continued until July, fif-
ty eight inches falling in all. The mud
from the clayey soil was awful, laying
H%Eﬂ[ﬂe of the stoutest of the traders.
This camp, with the slaves they brought
along, numbered six hundred, all armed
with muskets. The ivory of which
they wers in search, was in the depths
of the forests of the so-called cannibal
country, left just where the natives had
killed the anima s, and if the natives
were treated kindly and civilly, the Dr.,
says they would feteh it to the traders,
some of it half rotten, or gnawed by a
‘‘certain rodent, to sharpen his teeth, as
London rats do on leaden pipes,”’

As soon as the weather permitted, the
Dr, set out a%a.in on his travels, accom-
panied only by three attendants, the rest
on a variety ‘of pretexts deserting him.
The party traveled northwest, in igno-
rance that the course of the great river
was west by souath., On this journey, on
account of constantly (ravelling in mud,
the Dr. says, for the first time in his
life his feet failed him, and irrita-
ble eating ulcers fastened on each of
them; but the mnatives everywhere
were kind and civil, owing to the
reports of the Zanzibar people, that
the Dr. and the English ‘Peuple gener-
ally were very good,and never made
slaves, While in this region a Manyema
man tried to steal a string of beads from
the Ujijian traders, and the lalter in re-
turn set fire to nine villages and Kkilled
about forty persons. One night just af-
ter the above, while the Doctor and his
men were sleeping at a Manyema
village, one of these traders wa¢ pinned
to the gmund with a spear by a Manye-
ma. I'heulcers in his feet being very
bad the Dr. limped back to Bambarre,
and was laid up there many months.
He says that these ulcers are very
common in the Manyema country.If Lthe
loot is placed to the ground blood flows,
and every night the ulcers discharge a
bloody ichor, and are so painful as to
prevent sleep. These ulcers eat through
flesh and bone, and cause many deaths,
and in every camp may be heard the
wailing of thgse afflicted with them.

During his Tong stay in the Manyema
country he never saw anything to prove
that the people were cannibals, They
had the reputation of being so among
the tribes for a long distance around,and
when taxed with it they would laugh-
ingly admit it, but although he cffered
them a considerable reward to take him
along with them to one of their cannibal
orgies, said to be always held in the
depths of the forest, he could never in
duce them to do so. The doctor says
that on one occasion some of them, to
prove thatthey were cannibals, showed
to his attendants tae skull of one of their
victims; but h¢ examined the skull and
found that it waus that of a gorilla, or
“soko,”” the name given that animal by
the Manyema, and the gorilla is com-
monly eatéfi by them; but the charge of
cannibalism, with all the evidence he
had of it, if presented to a Scottish jury,
would elicit, says the Dr., the verdict,
““Not proveun.”’ :

Letier No. 2, is written to Lord Claren-
don, and is'daled Ujiji, Nov, 1, 1871, 1ltis
brief, and} in pari, cousists ol expressions
ot gratiiude from the writer to tue British
Government, aud to persoonal Irieuds for
the inlerest they had manifested in organi:
zing, and dispatching from Euglaud, the
expedition in searcp of him. 7The remain-
der of the leiter is chiefly devoled to a des-
cription of (i @ characler o!f the East Alrican
M. slems, wi 0, from the Doctor's scoount,
are bard ca:es, being notorious fur their
cowardice, treachery; uatru hiulness, and
the low grade of their morality. The mau
Musa, who reported, at Zanzibar, the ac
count of Liviugstone's death, wus ovne ol
this class, Thbey are of mixed blood—
Arabian and N.gro, and are said to possess
the vices of bouh races, bui the viritues ol
neither, The Dr, rays tbat when be turned
his face west they all deserted him, their
only complaint being *“the Mazitn,” al
thuough they were twenty daysdistant from
the Maziiua, and bhad been assured by biwm
that he would wot go near them, He
ascribes all bis troubles to these low-cluss
Moslems ot ZauZivar, very lew of whom,
even of the beuer class, can be trusied,
The Sultan of Zanzibar himself will not
trust them to attend to his pecaniary mat-
ters, preferring . aliens from India,
and when the natives are asked why this is
the case, they acknowledge that if hLe
trusted them, instead of getting money he
wouldonly have a crop of lies. Owiog to
their very low status the Mabhowmmedans
have never attempted to spread their faith
emong the Zauzibarians; avd the coociu-
sion reached, says the Doctur, by aua 1nqui-
ry among ali classes of natives 1s, that the

iﬁﬁ't:u-l;.s_ £r other religionists have omnly

resulted in the propagation of the ““domes-
tic bug and syphilis;”’ any ouoe familiar
with the ‘“‘secondary symploms’’ can see

abundant evidence thereof in the bleared

eyes and skin discases common among the

ople, compared with whom *“‘tue Eoug:
ish 1ower classes are gentlemen.”

Letter No. 3, isthe same date, same place,
and written to the same gentieman as the
preceding., In this the writer says he has
ascertained that the watershed of the Nile
is a broad uplapd, batween ten and twelve
degrees south lautude, from 4,000 to 5,000
teet above the level of the sea, and 700
mailes long from west Lo east, Upon i, at
suveral points, stand moubtains between
6,000 and 7,000 feet high:, The epriugs ris-
iwgon this watershed are 8o nuwerous that
it would take a man most of his lifetime to
count them, and they are the primary
sources of the great rivers that flow to the
north ie the great Nile valley. In passing
over sixty miles the Doctor waded, calf to
waist deep, thr ugh thirty-two of these
springs, each one requiring from twenty
minutes to an hour and a quarter to eross
the streams and the spongy soil bordering
them. The prevailing winds onthe water
shed are from the souith-east. The remazain-
der of this letter is devoted chiefly to mat
teis pertaining to the Nile watershed, and
the mistakes muade by other explorers in
relation thereto, the substance of which
has already appeared in Lhe Lelegrams.

Towards the close of the letter, the Doc~
tor « xpresses bis unqalified belicf that the
Manyema are certainly caunibals; bu!
they eat only enemies killed 1a b tile, to
which they seem instigated by revenge,
and they do not like a stravger Lo see them
at these disgusting orgies, The Doctor says
that some intelligent men told him the
meai was not nice, aud that it made thouse
whn ate of it dream of the dead. Women
never participatein these feasts., Market~
are beld awo g these people, which are
largely attended by wowmen dressed io
tueir best. Tuoey are light colored, have
straight noses, well shaped beads, perfect
forms, and small bands and ieel, aud one o)
their chiefenjoyments seems to beto laugh,
haggle with and cheat each otner,

A tribe called the Babus=s, or Bakoons,
near Lomani, eultivate eoflee, and driuk it,
highly scented with vaniila, The men are
fine, tall, strappiug fellows, devoid ot the
progoatbous jaws, bsrndoor mouths, and
lark heels of the negroes of the west coast,
Tuey are ciever iron and copper smiths,
and expert iv making ornamenis from these
metals, Their great defect i8 their utter
iguoranecs of everything beyond their own
surroundings, They were tertified at the
firiog of guns, and offéered ivory for the
“charm® by which lightning was drawn
down, There are no great chiefs among
the Manyemas, yel all are independent
The people everywhere are indusirious,
cultivate the soil largely, and are wvery
honest. This is the cnly country in Africa
visited by the Dr. in which cotton was not
grown, spun aund woven, the ciothing worn
by the people is that which, in Madagus-
car, is called *lambas,’” or grass cloth, and
is made from theée leaves of the ‘‘muale”
palm, The Manyema are vcry houest,
They eall the good spirit above *“*Ngulu,”
or the Great One, and the spirit of evil,
who resides in the deep, **Mulambu.” A
bot fouuta'n near Bawbvarre is supposed to
belong to this being, the authur ot death by
drowuning and otuer misfortunes,

The fourth letter is to Earl Granville,and
is dated UjiJi, Nov, 11, 1871, aost of it

being a narration of the way in which the |

anfurtuvate writer was swindled by the
slaves whom bie bired (0 aecompany him on
his journeyings, showing that e bad fallen
among & seb of heartless Lbicves, and was

unatle o help himself,

onceurred while he was on the bauks of the
Lualaba, on the 13th of the Juwse preced-
ing, Toe people of Dugumbe, a chief who
was a frieud ol Liviugstune,bhad built their
huts on the right vank of the river, near a ‘
market place calied Nyawmne, Tuey bes

came disgusted with a slave trader at Ujji,

The traveller reiutes a mass cre which !

flourishes theres,

who, to get capoes cheap, had *‘mix a
blood?” with the Bagenya, » people on the
left bank ot tne Liualaba, aud they resoelv.
«d to muake an assult on them when Lhe
market people were n8sembled, which they
did every fourith day, to the numberof t1Wa
or three thousand at a time, On the 13th of
Juce, while thus ;ungra:at&d, n.ost ol hem |
wommen, the people of Dugumbe, without
any warning or giviong avy intioation of
their purpose, commeuced tiriog on them,
causing a panie, and before the people of
Dugumbe ceased about five hundred of the
market peopleand those on the left bank
of the river were shot aud drowued. This
was the most horrible massacre that
Doctor ever saw in Africa, aud sickened
and disgusted with the sight be staried
back fur Ujiji, passing agaia through Bam-
barre on his way |
When halfway 1o the latter place he re-
lates unother circumsiacee illusirative of
native life and mianners in the interior of
Africa. Al the point abuve indicated was a
village where, the Doctor says, he saw
young men compelled to carry ivory for a
irader,- When they reached this village
they Jaid down the 1vory, saying, we have
helped youso far without pay,let the men of
other villages do a8 much,” *'No, no,”’said
the trader,"*'take up theivory.” They did so,
carried it for & short distance, and  then
threw it into the dense wvegetation on each
side of the path, When the trader reached
his next stage be sent back men to demand
the ‘'stolen’ ivory, and when the eiders

thither, 1

denied the theft they were fired upon, and J.

five of them killed, and eleven women and
children, and twenty-five goats captured,.
The men of the village tgun ta:ked the
matter over, and the young men finally
showed where they had thrown the ivory;
but when it was found the trader said three
tusks were missing, and because of that he
carried away his captives—the women,
children and goats, The Manyema men,
enraged at this, waylaid the party while
passing through a dense forest, tried to set
it on fire, and to spear some of their ene-
mies, and in the melee, one or two were
killed, the Doclor, among others, having a

very narrow escape, |

Letter No. 5,to Dr, Kirk, is brief and,
like the former part of the preceding one,
is a4 recital of the way in which the unfor-
tanate traveller was victimized and swind-
led by his attendants. .

Lietter  number seven, wrilten from
Uj ji, Dec. 18, 1871, is to Earl Granville.
e writer save he was anxious to get
home, but e was also anxious to make
one more effort to finish his work. He
then knew, pretty fairly, six bundred
miles of the watershed of South Central
Africa, and-he =ays that from there “ihe
vast number of the springs of tue Nile do
auquestionably arise.” In the seventh
haudred miles be had heard there were
four fountains rising from the base of an
earthern mound, each of wnich, at no great
distance, became a large river, He had
hea«rd of these fountains from so many
sources that he could not doubt their ex-~
istence, ~ He believed them to be the
sources of the Nile, mentioned to
Herodotus by the Secretary of Minerva in
the city of Sais in Egypt. ',

Tbhe Doctor agsin indalges largely in
complaiuts about the way in which he had
been swindled out of his goods by the
parties to whom they wers given to for-
ward to bim; and this is followed byan
account of the arrival of Mr. Stanley, of
Lthe N. Y. Hﬂfﬂldl , =

The Doctor says a rumor reached him at
Ujijiin the bezinviog of November, 1871,
that an Enghishman had reached Unyan-
yembe, with boats and abundaoce of
borses, men and goods. With all his in«
quir.es, be failed to learn anything of the
stranger, but one day oné of his meén named
Susi. camue to him in great exci ement,
and gasped out, ‘*An Epglishman coming,
see him,’and he, Susi,ran off to meet him,
The Doctor looked in the direction his
map ran aud saw a cavaleade approaching,
at the head of whicn the siars avd stripes
were flying. This was S anley and bis ex-
pedition, and Livingstone says the sight
made bis whole frame thrill with execite~
meut and gratitude. Stanley’'s newsreviv-
ed our traveler, and had such an exesllent
eff=ct mpon him that his appeti e retarned
aud in & week he began 1o feel strong,
Learning from Mr. S, that Sir Roderick
Murchison aesired him to search for the
ouulet of the Tawngavyika, tuey togeilher
searched for it for & montb, but faued to
find it. The Doctor coacludes this letter
by saying that having accomplished six.
sevenths of the work he had commenced—
the discovery of the sources ot the Nile,

‘he wished to finish it, which, with other

geographical work he desired to do, would
take nearly LwWo years. ' -
The soventh leiter, written to Earl Gran-
ville, is dated Unyaayembe, Fub, 20, 1872
In this ths writer calls the attention of the
Brilish G vernment, to the lact that the
slave trade in Ceutral Africa is mainly
supported by the Baniaus of Zuzbar,
who are British sutjects, He also sug-
gests the advisability of encouraging the
pative Christiaus in Eoglish settlements
04 the west cvast to rewmove to heaithy
places oa the outherside of the contineut,
He relates instances illustrating the her-
rors of the slave trade in Central Africa,
whiech show that that abominable trafiic
and that there 18 as much
veed to~day for the power of emlighiened

governwents to be used forjits suppression

as there ever was in the past; and it is to
be Loped that one result of the Swanley dis-
covery will be early aud sirenuous efforts
haviug thatend in view, The money, guns
and supplies, used ou these slave catcuing
X peditions, are furuished by the wealthy
Bauwian  residents of Zanzibar, =and
these men, as stated abuve, are
subjects of Queen Victoria, . but the
government oltlicials, beiug vative, are so
veual, that for a few bribes they wink at
and permit the attrocities of which the Dr,
su loudly eomplans, He says, the opera-
tions of the slavers cause more deaths'in 016
yeur than the caunibals of Munyema do in
ten. The Dr, is of the opinion thav the
moral element crasted by the teacLings of
the wissionaries has done more towards
suppressipg ihe slave traflic in Africun set-
Uewents, where it bas been supprersed,
than auything else, The pressuce of a
squadron has «ffscinally douve this in some
places, but it has been as effectually extir-
pated 1n otbers never visited by a squadron,
where this moral element has exiswed; aod
the voluutary ewmigration of pative Chris-
tiaus from the west coast to Central South-
ern Africa would be as successful as it
has been where they are now located,

Mr. L. says many.of the English in new
climates proye themselves to be born fools,
In Africa they blame the climate aud Afri-
can fever for many of the ills they have to
endure, but they ought to blame braudy,
black women and lazy inactiviLy,

T'ne arrival of Stanley seems to have
had a wondertally good effect on the Dr.,,
jor be say s, towards the clorq of this letier,
“though sorely ‘kunoecked up,” ill and de-

jected, on arriving at Ujiji, L am now com-



