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WE meet together from timetimo to timetimo to
speak to hear and to reflect upon things
pertainingrjertaining to the kingdom of gogod1 and the
interests and happiness ofi

humanityhumanhumai ity to
strengthen cheer and insinstructduct to teach
and bobe taught on things that pertain to our
happiness and in time and in
eternity As a people we differ in very
many respects from the world with which
we are associated ounbouc ideas reflections
and belief with regard to deity are differdifferententont
to those of the world our ordinances also
vary from those which are in existence
among the christian world wowe have our
reasons for this difference they perhaps
have theirs we place god t his service anaand
his worship asaa among the first things that
ought to attract our attention consideringConconsidering
ourselvesourselveselvea immortal as well as mortalmortal
beings and having to do with time and
eternity with things future as well as
present it has been our study for years to
ttryr to form correct opinions and ideas in
rrelationedtion to those things which pertain to
our everleverieverlastingastin welfare in doing this we
have not been desirous generally totd court
the good feelings or approbation of men
we know that mankind vary very much
in their ideas in relation to these matters
and if desirous we couldcoald not follow them
because they do not agree but we have
been desirous as far as layfay in our powerI1

to seekbeek the approbation of the almighty
and of an approving conscience for in
religious matters it is with these we have
lo10 do we consider that wowe are engaged in
a WOworkrb that will affect us and our posterity
after us for innumerable generations in a
work in which both the living and the dead
are interested and acting in the fear of
god and with a reference to eternal roalrealreali-
ties we try to square our conduct and
regulate our actions in such a manner that
we may stand approved of all good memenn
and of the holy angels that we may be ap-
proved

p
roved of the virtuous and good who havefjivediredived on the earth and of the virtuous and

good who may hereafter live upon it for
we consider asaa we are eternal eingsbeings that
things perMpertainingning to eternity are olof a great
deal more importance than the evanescent
transitory things pertaining to time and
sense which speedily pass away we find
one thing literally true Rsaa spoken of by
the serlseriscriptures that it is appointed for
men once to die and thabthat the teeming
millions who now inhabit this earth have
only existed upon it for a very short time
and will only continue to exist fordqraa short
time 0o come and as we have supplanted
the millions who have gone before us so
also shall we be supplanted by millions
who will follow after us and as wowb believe
in an eternity and in future rewards and
future punishments in future exaltations
and future degradations asass we believe that
this life laIs simply a probationary state we
feel desirous to act as wwiselseise prudentprudant in-
telligenttelligent beings squaring our lives andd
actions according to thothe high position trtat
we occupy before god and before the holy
angels we are not satisfied asaa many men
are with simple theories because this that
or thothe other man or bodien of mer have
told us they are true we are governed bbyy
no mansman apseipse dixit we lavehave notnol rnyany par-
ticularticulai dogmas to sustain or any special
theory to establish in tho world
of mankind surroundedsurrounded bythebythoby the works of
nature walking as it were inthe presence
otof the great EloholmboholmEIoelohelnahoina wowe wish to compre-
hend and truthtrulhandandana seek for
andaind obtain everything that lsisla13 calculated tp
exalt ennoble and dignify the human
family and wherever were nindund truth no
matter where or from what source it may
come 114 becomes part andad parceldarcol of oui
religious creed if you plemo aror ourolif
cal creed or our moral creedbreid or ouroun philo-
sophy aas the CASOcato may boorbeor whatever youou
may please to term it I1

we are open for the reception cfallof allali truth
nature it may be and aro de-

sirous to obtain and possess ityit to search
after hashns we would for hidden treasurtreasurerelieni

and to use all the knowledge god gives to
us to6 possess ourselves orof all the intelli-
gence that he has given to otherothere and to
ask at his hands to reveal unto us hlahis will
in regard to things that are the best calcu-
lated to promote the happiness and

of human society if there are any
good principles any moral philosophy
that we have notcot yet attained to we are dode
airous to learn them if there isia anything
in thetho scientific world that we do not yet
comprehend we desire to become acquaint-
ed with it if there is any branch olof phil-
osophy calculated to promote the well
being cf humanity that we have not yet
graspedrasbed we wish to possess ourselves offtit tf therethero is anything pertaining to the
rule and government of nation or politics
if you please that we are not acquainted
with we desire to possess it if there are
any religiousreligions ideas any theological truths
any principles pertaining totd god that we
have not learlearnedneaneu we ask mankindmandina and we
pray god our heavenly father to enlight-
en gurour mindsminda that we may comprehend
realize embrace and live up to them as part

olourour religious faithmthr thus our ideas and
would extend as far as the wide
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kalninglaining to light life or existence pertain-
ing to this world or the world that is to
come they would dig into the bowels of
the earth or go to the depths of hell if you
please they would soar after the intelli-
gence of the gods that dwell in the eternal
worlds they would grasp everything that
laIs good and noble and excellent and haphab
elfvingplaying and calculated to promote the

eing of the human familysamily
there is no man nor set of men who

have pointed out the pathway for our
feet to travel in iff relation to these mattmate

there are no dogmas nor theories
extant in the world that we profess to lis-
ten to unless they can bo verified by the
principles of eternal truth we carefully
scan investigate criticize and examine
everything that presents itself to our view
and so far as we are enabled to comprehend
any truths ina existence we gladly hall
them as part and portion of the system
with which wowe are associated we are
quite willing that others should be govern-
ed by the dogmas theories and notions of
men just as much as they cloaie wowe do
not have confidence in them they may
wonworshipchip god as thethotheythoyT please it laIs none of
our business it Is a matter between
them and their god we may think in
many instances their acts are foolish but
if they havehare a mind to bobe foolish that is
not our business they perhaps entertain
the same opinion in relation to uauri but
we do feel in regard to moral and religiousreligions
ideas that we are engaged in a sacred cause
andandiandreatthattEat while manmanwillwithwithwilh all their combinedcombinedcomhineabinea
cissomwisdom and intelligence have been un-
able to introduce and establish systems
that are good elevating and
ennobling we think ttheregreone is a being wwhoho
lives in the heavens superintendingsuper intending the
affairs of the human family who Is wor
shipped by the great mass of humanity in
one form or another a great power that
is capable of instructing guiding direct-
ing and regulating the affairs of men asaa by
eternal laws hebe governs all nature and regu-
lates the planetary system whilo on the
one hand we are willing thatthai others should
worship him in what manner they please
we have a right to the pame privileges
rightsnightsTI ts and immunities and possessing our
seselvesves of this idea we take the liberty to do
so80

there are two things I1 have always said
I1 would do and I1 calculate to carry them
out living or dying one Is to vote for
whom I1 please and the other to worship
god as I1 please there is a principle of
freedom planted in the human mind that
has always existed there and no man nor
any power has ever yet been able to
obliterate I1it believing as we do we take
the liberty to believe thothe bible which our
followfellow Christchristianslansians generally throughout
thothe world profess to believe in whether
they do soBO or not we read in that sacred
volume that holy men of old as
they wewere removedmoved upon by ghost
this to many seems perhaps singular
phraseology but it is nevertheless true
and if they did not whence came this
sacred volume how do men at the pres-
ent day learn anything pertaining to god
who puts them in possession of any infor-
mation relative to holy angels to a heaven
and a hell to the plans and purposes of
god pertaining to the earth whereon wowe
live and its inhabitants who revealed
anything pertaining to future rewards and
punishments and how did jhoiho theologians
of the day become acquainted with these
principles where did they get their
knowledge from they tell you from the
bible ThatbibleBibe would never have been
in existence if holy men of old had not
spoken asaa thoythey were moved upon by the
hobaiholy ghost if reenraen in former times had
not hadbad revelation from tho most high
if angels had not ministered to them
if they hadbad not had J revelations
and the dark curtain of futurity had
not been withdrawn from their minds and
they had nothot beenbeebenn enabled to gaze upon
tho purposes rfof god as they should roll
forth in future generations if such old
fogles as some call tbthemcm had not
we should have hadanohad no bibobiblo no Chrlschrischristianchristlatiatta
religion nothing to guldeguido our feet that Isig
so far as records are concerned if the
heavens had always been as many would
have usua believe they argarp now as brass
over our headsbeads and god had beonbeen deaf to
the entreaties of humanity wdwo shouldshoula
have had no christian or mosaic religion
or any religion giving any knowledge of
god or his purposes

we profess forsooth lain this generation
of enlightenment with all
aniam with all its diversities of opinions
ideas theories and dogmas with a thou-
sand different professedly religious parties
to bo wiser than that man whoho saidsala therothere
was oneozelorOneLorlord one faith oneono baptis mone
god who is above all through all and ina
you all ay people nowadaysnow a days think the
religion they had in those days might do
for a barbarous age but we are so enlight-
ened so intelligent so philosophical that
wowe are altogether ahead of those old
fogiesbogies who lived somosome time ago and con-
versed with godgoa and had angels minister
to them now I1 have frequently said and
say todayto day the lord god deliver me
from the enlightenmentenlighten menty the corruption
and evil throughout the world at the pres-
entent time and give me some of that re-
ligion that ancient men of god had who

as they were moved upon by the
holy ghost I1 would like to associate
with men whom god would talk with
and that angels would communicate intesinteli

to and that the heavens could bebd
opened to that could hayehayohav thetee P of
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god unfolded to them that could compre-
hend the object of the creation of the world
whereon we live the object of
the existence of man and his future
destiny as an eternal intelligent being
I1 want to know whence I1 came I1 want to
know what I1 am doing here what is the
object of my existence I1 want to know
something about the world whereon I1livenive
the object of this beautiful creation with
which I1 am surrounded and its destiny
and if there is a god who rules in the heav-
ens and superintendssuperintends the affairs of the uni-
verse I1 want to know something about him
whom to knowknew I1 am told is life everlast-
ing if there is a religion that will teach
me that that I1iq the religion I1 want and
anything short of that I1 would not give the
ashes ofa ryeryo straw for people may take
their philosophy and their christian
their lity and their intelligence and
chuckle over their supposed superiority for
what I1 care if I1 can only get noacquaintedontfainted
with god and know cometsomethinging of hisis law
of the principles of eternal truth if I1 can
learn how to save myself and my posterity
be placed in a position that I1 can obtain
promises from god as abraham did that
should reach down through every subse-
quent period of time until the final wind-
ing up scene and then stretch forward into
the eternity that is to come As an eternal
intelligent being these are some of the
thoughts reflections and ideas that come
through my mind and I1 can not be satis-
fied with anything less others maymaybebe
glad to sit and sing themselves away as
they ignorantly sing sometimes to ever-
lasting bliss 11 they may worship a god
without body parts and paupassionslonsions or ggoundtoa heaven somewhere beyond the bobounds
of time and space I1 wouldifould like to be asasa

Abraham Isaac jacob jesus
the prophets those honorable men who
had communication with god and that he
waa not ashamed of and as one of the apos-
tles iaarbays goagodiasgod waswag not ashamed to be call-
ed ththeirair bodgod for he had provided for them
acetya city 11 I1 want to searasearch for a tangible rodredre
aalltylitL igaa city that hath foundations whosebultjerbuilder and maker is god as the scrip-
tures speak of a city that one of those ans
clent men of god when under the inspiras
tion of the almighty had a vision of and
contemplated its glory

we are seeking in the first place to re-
generateenera e oursourselvesv and then under the
guidance and direction of the almightyto
regulate tthee world in which we live wewe
knowno that this is not very popular but
that makes no difference to us so far as
we ourselves are concerned wowe know
precisely where we stand soBO far as the
world is concerned as to the reception of
our ideas by them that is their business
and gods business Thethothey have to do with
him and we have to do with him we are
in his hands and all the world of mankind
are in his hands and he will managemanago and
control them and dictate and regulate them
accordaccordinging to the dictates of his will and not
according to myiny theories or yours or any
other persons and the judge of nilniialethothothe
earth will do right this people know
what they are doing and they know pre-
cisely their position whether others do orbr
not

what hasshafg called you out from among thetha
nations you who are here before me I1
speak now to latter day saints you who
heard the sound of ohp gospel in tilothetho Varlousvarious
lands that you came from when the el
dersdera came and preached unto you it was
something vilviilikeilke0 the position of laulpaul of old
I1 their words came to you with power anandd
demonstration finaand with the holy ghost 11

and their words and testimony and
spirit responded to that spirit which
was in your bosoms and you
hailed their testimony as a message of
light and you obeyed it you went forth
into the watwatersersera of baatbaptismism amid the scorn
contuconti melymoly reproach and contempt of the
world religious philosophical and moral
inspired by the fire of trutlt youtourou braved
thothe aholowhole of it by tho harng spirit and
influence you havehavo been gathered together
herohore as you arouroare today in this city and in
thesethesa valleys of the throughthroughputbutbul
the length and breadth of this territoryyour ideaideali were based on the revelations
of god the message that you heard was
that god had spspokenolten that the heavens had
been opened that angels had appeared as
they had formerly that the everlasting
gospel had been restored lain all its richness
fullness power and glory that it wu as your
privilegevile ve to know for yourselves the truth
of the principlesprincipio rouronou believed in youbeyou be-
lieved those principlespiesples you went forth into
the waters of baptism and obeyed them
you have all been baptized into one bap
cismllam have all partakenpartakerpar taken of one spirit and
are here under the samobamo influence guid-
ance and directdirectioninn and benco wowe are here
assembled as on this occasion todayto day not
by our own wisdom and intelligence not
by the intelligence of the world not by
the intelligence of joseph smith brigham
young any of the apostles or anybody
else but by the intelligence and inspira-
tion of the lord of hosts to them and to
you and by the spirit of god attending the
administration of his elders and you have
known andadd comprehended and realized
for yourselvesTourselves the truths which you rel-
ieved

be-
lieved in

standing in this capacity there Is a work
which we have to perform to save our-
selves our progenitors our posterity and
to act as saviors upon mount zion to
build thetho temtempleslesies of the lord and to ad-
minister in abomthem and as eternal beings tota
watch after the eternal interests of human-
ity this is thothe position tuat TO occupy
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we find men come along among us some
times who think we are fools and that they
could improve matters considerably they
have had plenty of opportunity in the world to
do that why havenL they accomplished it
anere is room enough for all the philosophers
and all the theolaitheotheologianslwiiki ns and all the wisewase men
and philanthropists to benefit mankind outsoutsideade
ef uisu anywhere everywhere go where youyon
wllwiltendTand what do you fladtcindfind corruption evil

of every fradeprade ani dormandfor mand
under all moral rellreilglous po-
litical1 and social and everything else you
please to name societies convulsed rending
apart and abusingabasing one another czifull
of corruption and rottenness evil and tninsanityaulty
of every kind socially morally and religiously
plenty of room for all philanthropists and for
all men who desire to benefit the human tanitam
uylly ga and regulatejegulato them pat the united
statesblates right regulate england and nancefrance put
germany straight regulate the affairs of the
nations andana then come and talktaik to ua batbut
until we eeelee something better than the kind of
civilization that we are having introduced
here we beg to be excused from it we saw
enough of that beforebelore we came here and the
examples that are exhibited in our midst are
too revolting too degrading and humighamighumiliating
for decent men and women to have anyanythingthin
to do with laIs this indeed the vaunted civili-
zation BO much talked of we do not want it
my soulsoui enter not thou into their secrets

mine honor with them be not thou united I1

we are aftersifter more honorable alms more ex-
alted feelings and principles andind views than
those that are imported into our midst here
I1 used to believe in that scripture and I1 have
a good deal of faith in it yet that ilaaan impure
fountain cannot send forth pure istrea a that
a bad tree will not bring forth good and
that trees are known by their fruits I1 RMam a
bebellverllover in that kind of thing yet and in
speaking of these affairs I1 feel a good deal as
one of the servants ofcf god fell when ha waawas
engaged in building the walls of old jerusalem
there was some man came up and wanted to
interfere with hiahla operations but eaidsald he 1I
am doing a graatgreat work hinder me not we
feel about the same we areore engaged in a grestgreat
work we are seeking after our own salvation
and the salvation of our friends the salvation
olof our forefathers the salvation of our children
and posterity who shshallM I1 come after usno the sal-
vation of the world wherein we livellva and itsita
everlasting happiness and exaltation hinder
us not pursue your own course worship as
you piesPlespleaseiselne do as you please follow your own
inclinations in any other way only do not
interfere with the rights ofmen nor violate tha
laws of the land that laIs all we askmk and you
have fallruil liberty to carry out any views and
feelings yoayon please I1 remember reading a
few linesiines of some very zealous protestant who
wrote over some public bullhulidingdint in this place
inmayay enter greek jew or atheist anyanythingthins bat
a pappapist now I1 say let the papistrapist comocome latil
too the moslem the greek ahejewthe jew thetha pagan
believerbelieve and unbeliever and the whole world
if god sends hiahis rafnrafa on the good andrevilananddevilevil and
makes his sun shine on the just and unjust
I1 certainly shailshall not objectoba act let them worship
usas they please and have full freedom andana equal
rights and privileges with us andana all men
themtheeo are oarofir feelings and as I1 said before
wa areale desirous11 soBO far es wewa can to beba Ininstruc-
ted in everything that Is calculate a to exalt
and ennoble thetho hudaahuman faelfamilyly others of
course can do as they please about it and in
speakingg of tttto0 saints let merae teltelilyouyou that thetho
reilrellreligionstonslon you embraced fl ye teuleu twtwentyenty thirty
or fontyforty years ego la13 just the hamokamo now as it
was thenther it is ilkoifko its author the saras yeeyes-
terday todayto day and forever we have not

0our base aiag they tanstaik aboulabout some-
timesI1 in their atuwms we hava no new depart-
ures as ethers talk about we are after the
jrtruth

I1

tb yewe commenced kosearchingarchimarchin hoihob lk1 lindand
we ariarearo consconstantly in selisell li of itif and soad fhsastfast ss
wowe find any true elpie revealed by any
maoman by god or by holy anges wo embrace it
andaid makemahe it part of ouroun religiousioustous creed

nobody conchi ded at all by the
eventseventa that ti an here or that
may transpire takethe toIs nothing nownew itiin rela
tion to thebethese matters it Is only a little piece
of the same material that we have experienced
in years gone by andend wat wdthe ealeaigalnta of0 godgrid
have always had to egoege with they talk some
times abentabout our morality here and the achonton
of this people aniand zo forth in conversation
lately with a audgojudge from montana I1 forget hishib
name I1 told him I1 had been dujcujeto of tha pro-
bate cault in utah county onone of thetho largest
counties in utah perilaperhapspa tho largest
exception of saltbait lahelare and that during two
years while acting in that capaccapacityity I1 had onocne
criminal casecage petty larceny come before me
and three civil cases two of which deci-
ded by arbitration I1 asked him how habe got
along in montana said he elneinila tha same
while I1 wagwas judge there probate J adgeadga I1 had to
act asa probate on upwards of eighty cases most
of whom came to theirthein death by violen
why they blame tletie governor or the
mayors of cities for killing these men could
so joany murdermurders4 ba comItcommittedted and thetue may-
ors and governors not do it it is
sownow I1 would rather be the friandfriend and assort
ateste of these men that they call murderers herohezo
ththan of their most honorable men and so
would this people and alfril who bellebabelieve it saygay
aye the crocrowdedwdid concongregallon aavo0 one
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