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{8pecial Correspondence to Chicago Tri-
; bune, Dec. 15.) :

DAVID WHITMER.

HE DESCRIBES THE TRANSLATION OF
THE GOLDEN TABLETS AT WHICH HE
ASBISTED.

David Whitmer, one of the founders
of the Mormon Church, and a resident
of this quaint and interesting villa
for almost a half century, lies at the
point of death. At the family home-
stead are gathered the children, grand-
children, and great-grandchildren of
the dying patriarch, and beside his
death-bed is the devoted woman who
linked her life and fortune with his
more than forty years ago. When your
correspondent called at the house to-
day and was summoned into the bed-
chamber where Father Whitmer was
calmly awaiting the final summons, a
smile lighted up the old man’s coun-
tenance as he half rose and feebly

ressed the visitor’s hand, anc then,as

f overcome by the effort, his head sunk
back on the pillows. When told of the
vigitor’s mission and that he had jour-
neved from Chicago to |ilrepnra an his-
torical sketch of one who had played
so important a part in translating the
Mormon Bible and proselyting for the
Mormon Church, the request for infor-
mation met with a cheerful response.
Fearing, however, that the task would
be too great, the family deputed a
member of the household to relate the
history in the presence of Father Whit-
mer, the narration being closely fol-
lowed by him and subjected to frequent
corrections and interpolations.

Whaile yet an infant his father, who
served his country through the Revo-
lutionary War, removed with his fam-
1ly to Western New York and settled
on a farm in Ontario County, near
Watkins Glen. The father, who was a
hard-working, Gnd-fearm%mau. was a
strict Presbyterian and brought his
children up with rigid sectarian disci-
pline. Besides a daughter, who mar-
ried Oliver Cowdery, the village school-
master, there were four sons—Jacob
John, David and Christian—who helge
their father till his farm until they had
arrived at the age of manhood, Dur-
ing the early part of June, 1829, Oliver
Cowdery incidentaily learned that a

oung man named Joseph Smith had
{nun a valuable golden treasure ln the

northern part of the county, and im-

garted the informatier to David. They

ecided to investigate the rumor, and

Cowdery traveled to the home of

Smith for that purpose. On the road

he found the community teeming

with excitement over the alleged
treasure, and heard several persons
threatened to kill the finder unless he
divided his wealth with them. When
asked how they knew such a treasure
had been tound, several asserted that
they had seen the receptacle from
which it was taken by Smith. Cowdery,
assured them that there was more to
the vaguerumors than he had at first
belleved, pushed on to the home of
NSmith, who was living on his father’s
farm near Manchester., At first he
1ound Smith te be uncommunicative,
but was flnally permitted to view the
treasure, and was greatly 1mpressed
byjthe sight. In fact his wonderment
was so great that he at once wrote to
David to come without delay.
did so and was equally mystified.

The treasure consisted of a number
of golden plates, about eight inches
long and seven inches wide, about as
thick as ordinary sheeting, and bound
together in the formof a volume by
three gold rings. A large portion of the
volume was securely sealed, but on the
loose pages were engraved hieroglyph-
ics expressive of some language at that
time unknown to any of the persons

mentlioned. Together with the golden
tablets were a pair of spectacles, set
in silver bows.

Mr. Whitmer then described Smith’s
story of the vision in which the loca-
tion of the plates was revealed, with
the history of the Nephites, Moroani’'s
labor, and Smith's finding of the tab-
lets, wita which every one is familiar.

TRANSLATING THE PLATES,

Whitmer and Cowdery were greatly
impressed by the recital of this strange
story, and were conducted to the hill,
where they personally viewed [the re-
ceptacle in which Moroni, at the be-
ginning of the tifth century, had con-
cealed the history of his fathers.
Smith.also ‘said that he had been
commanded to at ence begin the
translation of the work in the presence
of three witntsses. In accordance

with this command, Smith, Cowdery, | P

and Whitmer proceeded to the latter’s
home, accompanied by Smith's wife,
and bearing with them the precious
plates and spectacles. The house of
senior Whitmer was a primitive and
poorly designed structure, but it was
deemed the most secare for carrying
out the sacred trust on account of
the threats that had been made against
Smith by his mercenary neighbors. In
order to give privacy to the proceeding
a blanket, which served as a portiere,
was stretched across the family living
room to shelter the translators and the
plates from the eyes of any who might
call at the house while the work was
in progress. This, Mr. Whitmer says,
was the only use made of the blanket,
and it was not for the purpose of con-
cealing the plates or the translator
from the eyes of the amanuensis: In
fact, Smith was at no time hidden from
his collaborators, and the translation
was performed in the presence of not
only the rsons mentiosed, but of
the entire Whitmer household and sev-
eral of Smith's relatives besides,
The work of translating the tablets
consumed about eight months, Smith
acting as the seer and Oliver Cowdery,

Dl?id‘

Smith’s wife, and Christian Whitmer,
brother of David, performing the du- |
ties of amanuenses, in whose hand- |
writing the origina: msnuscript now is.
Each time before resuming the work
all present would kneel in prayer and |
invoke the Divine blessing on the pro-
ceeding. After prayer’ Smith would
sit on one side of 4 table and the aman-
uenses, in turn as they became tired, |
on the other. Those present and not |
actively engaged in the work seated
themselves around the room and then
the work began. Afller affixing the
magical spectacles to his eyes, Smith
would take the plates and translate the
characters one at a time, The graven
characters would appear in succession
to the seer, and directly under the
character, when viewed through the
glasses would be the translation im
English. Sometimes the chbaractel
would be a single word, and frequently
an entire sentence. In translafing the

characters §Smith, who was illiterate
and but little versed in Biblical
lore, was ofttimes compelled
to spell the words out, not
knowing the correct lprununclntiﬂn.
and Mr. Whitmer recslls the fact that
at that time Smith did not even know
that Jerusalem was a walled cit{
Cowdery, however, being a schoo
teacher, rendered invaluable aid in
pronouncing hard words and giving
them their proper deflnition,

MORE MIRACULOUS DEVELOPMENTS.

A miracle is related by Mr. Whitmer

as occurring while the trapslation was
in progress, It seems that Smith, who
was puffed up with his great import-
ance as a confidential secretary to the
Lord, displeased the Master by enter-
ing into some carnal confab in relation
to the work. ¥or this offense he was
punished by having the celestial visit-
ant, who first commissioned him to
inaugurate the work, suddenly appear
and carry off the plates and spectacles.
In this connection it might also be
mentioned that Martin Harris, one of
the witnesses to the translation, a
farmer in the same county, and a man
of simple mind and taste, was sent b
Smith with a copy of the characters Lo
professor Anthon, a professor of lan-
guages in Columbia College, and au-
thor of several well known works,who
pronounced the la.nEuu.ge inscribed on
the plate Reformed zy&;tiuu.
About this time Harris, inspired by
curiosity and elation, took sixteen of
the volden tablets home to shew his
wife, who is alleged to have stolen
them from a bureau drawer and ped-
dled them among bher {riends. For
this offense Harris was severely re-
primanded by the Lord, through
Swith, but the angel attecwards re-
covered the plates and restored them.,
Smith's offense of tattling the secrets
of the work among his neighbors was
less readily condoned, and for a long
time the work was suspended, the
ung&l being in possession of the plates
and spectacles. Fioally, when Smith
nad fuilv repented of his rash couduct,
he was forgiven. Tobe plates,however,
were not returned, but instead Smith
was given by the angela Urim and
Thummim of another patiern, 1t being
gshaped in oval or Kkidoey forin. This
geer's stone he was instructed 1o place
in his hat, and on covering his face
with the hat the character aud transla -
tion would appear on the stone,

This worked just as satisfactory as
the old method, but at no time Lbere-
after was the backsliding Juseph in-
trusted with the precious plates,
However, the entire portion of the
golden volume, which tne angel said
might be translated, was reduced by
the nimble amanuenses to readable
manuascript. The other installment was
withheld until the Lord couid discover
what effect the first had on the Gen-
tiles. That He was not pleased with
the result is manifested by the fact
that the sealed portion has not yet
been delivered to the world.

THE ANGEL IN THE PASTURK.

After the transiation was cowmpleted
Smith informed Cowdery, Wnitmer,
and Harris that the Lord had iustruc-
ted him that the time was at hand when
they should testify tu all nations,
tongues, and people copcerning this
work. These four aposties of the
Lord, as they were desiguated, ac-
curdlngly assembled in a pasture,
cleared ot underbrnsh, at a poiatequal-
lydistant between two public highways.
About the noonduy bour they were

ised manifestutions, having previously
knelt in;prayer. All 4t ouce the
heavens seemed to opceu and there ap-
eared a dazzling shaft of light beside
which the light of the suun appeaied
dim., Through this cleft in the sky,
which seemed to lead away up to the
rly gates beyond,appeared an angel,
isguised as & man, bearing the sem-
blance of a table. The angel descended
to the earth, landing neaily at their
feet., On this table wure the plates of
Fﬂld from which they had just trans-
aved the Book of Mormou, and the
plates of brass on which were inscribed
the commandments written by Moses,
and which had been taken ifrom Jeru-
salem by Nephi 600 years before Curist
and afterwards trausported o Aweri-
ca. The four Apostles were then cown-
manded to go forth amonyg wea and
reach religion as sct down in he
k of Mormon. |

After this wonderiul manifestation
Martin Harris mortzaged ULis farm for
$1,600 in order to oblain funes ftor
rinting the Book of Morwon, and ali
our setabout founding a chiured,waich
was called the Church of Christ, as
commanded in the Buok of Mormon,
The four Apostles began preacuing,
and were so0 successiul in securing
converts to fthe new religion that a

=

The Book of Mormon was also given t.u] that pure republic, established by | should be satistled from the evidence

the world that year. Conceruing the
converts Mr. Whitn er says that among
the first adherents to embrace the new
faith were many of the most intellectual
and refined wen and women in that lo-
cality,and the ranks were not recruited
from the ignorant and sensuous classes
like the Mormons uf Utah., The year

following the organization of the
church the disciples moved to Ohlo,

' where they bad been most successful |

in proselyting, and a temple was
erected at Kirtlapd. It was at this
g_lace that Sidney Rigdon snd Brigham

here that the first dissensions oc-
curred,

gaid to have stolen the manuscript of
the Book of Mormon, which, it was
alleged, had beed written by a Presby-
terian preacher named Solomon Spaul-
ding, and originally intended as a ro-
mance, Mr.Whitmer asserts that noth-
ing could have been more improbable,
as neither Smith, himself,jnor the other
%ﬂﬁiﬁ:}ﬁﬂ knewRigdon until they moved
io.

Ine Hm*'r_ THE RECORDS,

The original manuscript from which
the Book of Mormon was printed is
still in Mr, Whitmer’s possession, and
most of it is in the bandwriting of his
brother Christian and his brother-in-
law, Oliver Cowdery. Mr. Whitmer
also has an cxhaustive history of the
Church, which was compiled by his
brother, and an accurate copy of sev-
eral plates from which the Book ot
Mormon was translated, These rec-
ords he has preserved against all
temptations and in the face ot death,
Several years ago a delegavion of Mor-
mens came to Richmond fron
Salt Lake and made every overture
to Mr. Whitmer in a vain attempt to
rain possession of the records, bul ue
stood aloof and declined every offer,
A prominent business man of the

lace, at that time cngaged in banking,
nformed your correspoundent that he
knows of his own knowledge that the
Mormon Church would have willingly
paid Mr. Whitmer $100,000 for the
documents, and that the delegation re-
turned home thoroughly convinced
that Mr. Whitmer was proof against
all financial temuptation so far as con-
cerned his records.

It was while the Church was flour-
ishing at Kirtland that the name was
changed from Church of Christ to Lat-
ter-day Saints. Mr. Whitmer, who al-
ways adhered to the teachings of Mor-
mon, left Kirtland and journeyed into
the wilds of, Missouri in company with
one other Elder, preaching the truth as
he helieved it to be and exhorting men
and women to Christ., Many new con-
verts were secured, and he assisted in
establishing the settlement of Jackson
County, Missouri. It was here that
the QOhio Mormons found refuge when
driven away from Kirtland after Smith
nndﬂRIgdun had been turged and feath-
ered.

For a while the church flourished in
Jackson County, with headquarters at
Independepce, but when the troub e
occurred between the Mormons a.ad
Missourians, the former were driven
from the county into Caldwell County,
where they founded a settlement and
named it Far West. David Whitmer,
stripped of his earthly possessions,
was waraed to flee for his life, and,
accompanied by his family, his broth-
ers and their families, and Oliver Cow-
dery, he journeyed to Ray Counuy,
where he settled at Richmond in 1838,
At that time he had nothing leit but a
single horse and wagon and his prec-
ious records. . It was then that the
Danites were organized, and it is said
that their formation was for the pur-
pose of killing the Whitmers and Cow-

l

seated ona log waillug tor the prowm-

' anv other known agency.

dery, they having been commanded and
‘openly refused to obey the so-called
leaders, right or wrong.® The Whit-
' mers and Cowdery then renounced the
 chureh, as conducted, but duaring the
| Yeudrs tjmy have lived in Ray Coanty
| they have continued to teach the pre-
cepts according to the original church.

THE LORD'S ANOINTED.

YDavid Whitmer enzaged in teaming
at biis new home, and iu the campaign
 when the mmilitia was ordered to drive
'the Mormons from the State at the

the military baggage-wagons to Far
West. During the inelee that followed
he was handed a musket by the soldie-
ery and ordered to shoot Joseph Smith,
but threw the musket d. &n, declaring
he **would not harm the Loid's anoirt-
ed.” After that memorable event, in
which Smwith was taken prisoner,
David returned to Richmond, and has
always asserted that Joseph Smith was
called and commanded by God to
translate the **Book of Mormon,” and
that Smith, as he koew him, was a
righteous, God-fearing man. Mr.
Whitmer to-day clings to the religions
belief of his early manhood and has
' never sanctioned Eul}'::um}*. which he
' considers one of the greatest abomina-
‘tions ol the earth. The Book of Mor-
' mon as orizinally translated he asserts
‘to be without a moral blemish, and
| says it is eninently fit for the library
‘of the most exacting moral pnilo-
sopher. 1t expressly forbids polyg-
amy, and Mr. Whitmer claims that 1f
the popuiation of Salt Lake would live
in accordance with the strict teach-
ings of the book it would exert a
rreater influence 1n crushing out what
he termos the ‘‘viper polygamy’' than
Concern-
ing his work in the Church of Christ
he looks upon his commission o apos-
tleship as concurrent to having had a
direct messare from Heaven through
an angel oi the Lord, and even now, at

church was ®rganized April ¢, 180,

the tareshold of death, e *'stands Dy

oung joined the church,and it was '

Concerning Sidney Rigdon, who was |

Joseph Smith he says he received many |

| point of the bayonet he drove one of’

|fcre you can flad sp indictment you

Christ on earth and given to the world
in it8 original idiom, the Beook of Mor-
mon.”” Through the mediomship of

messares from Heaven which con-
vinced him of his divine calling. The
text of these messages he refuses to
relate, claiming that the promises of
the Lord to his Apostles should be
secretly locked in the breast and not
blatantly betrayed to carnal minds,but,
he says, they were miraculous in their
fultilliment and have stood the test of
nis reasoning through a longlife offact
and experience.

A GOOD CITIZEN.

As a citizen of Richmond he stands
deservediy high, having filled the oflice
of Mayor and Councilman.
his dealings with men and just towards
all, he has progressed Emduallr with
the country until be and his children
have secured good business standing
and are regarded among the best citi- |
zens of Ray County.

Of those who took part in the orig-
inal translation, Joseph Smith was
shot by a mob in 1884; Oliver Cowdery |
died in this county thirty years ugo,
Jeaving a wife and daughter, both of
whom are yet living and reside in|
Silver City, Mo. John Whitmer, a |

rosperous farmer, died at Far West |
in 1878, leaving children and grand- |

children. Jacob Whitmer passedaway |
many years ago, and his sou, Joan C., |
a white-haired Elder of the Chureh of |
Christ, continues to preach the religion |
of his father in and about Richmond. |

David Whitmer has two children, a
son and daughter. The son, David J .,
is without issue. The daughter, Mrs.
Julius Schweich, resides here and 1s
the mother of two cbildren, both of
whom have children. George, the
eldest of Mrs. Schweich’s ehildren, is
a shrewd business man and is ass0cCi-
ated with his uncle, DavidJ. Whitmerv,
in the livery business. llis sister,
Josie, is the wife ofJ. R. Van Cleve,
Erivate secretary to the Collector of
Justoms at Chicago,

L ey e An—
“PUITING AWAY.”

THE GRAND JURY ASKS A QUESTION,
ANDJUDGE POWERS ANSWERS, BUT
FAILS TO ENLIGHTEN THEM.

The Grand Jury of the First District
Court, after an absence of several
days appeared before Judge Yowers
vesterday movning and reported that

they had found no indictments, but

wished some instructions, whereupon
(according to the Ogden Herald) they
presented an address which read as
follows: '

OGDpEN, Utah, Dec. 23, 1880,

To the Honorable O. W, Powers, Judge
of the First District Court:

The grand jury most respectfully ask
to be instructed on the following
point: Assuming that the Edmundg
law contemplates the putting away by
the husband of one or more of his
polygamous wives in order that he
mnay iive within the requirements of
said Jaw, is it pecessary that the act
should be done publicly? And if so,
what would constitute’ reasonable
publicity?

Very respectfully,
J.W. McNurT, Foreman.

Following is the reply of his honor:
trentlemen of the tfrand Jury:

The query you put to the Court is
substantially the same as was asked
the Supreme Court of the United
States by the ntturnug for the defen-
dant in the case of the United States
vs. Ancus M, Cannon, which was re-
cently decided.

The Supreme Court of the United
States declined to answer the ques-
tion: declined to state how a man
who had polygamous wives could live
and live within the law, but said he
must not live in a way that would
cause the outside public to be-
lieve from his actions andjconduct that
he was living or associnting with the
wormnen as his wives, As to whether
or not the act of [E[utting away be done
publicly, I think it hardly neces-
sary to answer. for, if a man
puts away his wives, ceases to live
with them or associate with them in a
manner that causes the public to be-
lieve that he is not living Jwith them
as wives, whether it is done publicly
(the putting away), or whether it is
done privately, makes no difference.
In other words, it would make no
difference as to & man's guilt if he
should from the house-tops declare
that he had put away his plural wives,
but should continue by his acts—
should continue by his conduct to
cause the public generally to believe
that he was living with the women as
g husband lives with his wives. The
whole intent and mattér of the Kd-
munds Law is to do away with the
evil example of living in polygamous
marriage—the example that is set be-
fore the public—and whenever a man
by holding out women as wives, by
associating with them as a husband
associates with his wives, by con-
duocting himself toward them as a
husband conducts himself toward his
wife he his guilty under the law. So
the manner of putting away has but
little o do with it; it is ythe conduct;
it i= the nutwarrl appearance; it is
continning to a-sociate or live as hus-
beod and wile; il is causing the pub-
lic to believe that these parties are so

living. Upon that aet, of course, be-

Uprightin P

s

| compelied tosuppo

that the facts are such as would cause
a conviction by a trial jury, and be
satisfled as [ say, from the facts, that
the conduct of the man is a public
reproach: in other words, that it
cauges tne public to believe he is as-
soclating with women as a husband
associates with his wife. The mere
act of putting away wives is of no ma-
teriality; the mere act of separation is
of no materiality unless 1t be followed
up by separation. The mere change,
or change of circomstaces, does pot
make an excuse. A man may,in a
very public manner, in church, or in
a public w~ecting, or at any public
place, with his wives drawn about
him, declare he had put them all
away except his lawful wife, might
lace them in different houses and
sti1ll he migzht, by his ontside conduct
be, to all intents and purposes, living
and associating with them as a husband
lives and associates with his wives, He
must 8o live that he will not cause the
outside world to believe he is living
with them as wives or holding them out
a8 wives, |

[ had occaslon to remark in the case
of the United States vs, A. M. Musser
thata husband who had been divorced
from his wife could not be expected to
continue wifely relations with her and
still he might continue friendiy rela-
tions and while possible he would be
rt her and her child-
ren. Stfll he could act no longer to-
ward her as his wife. So since the pas-
sage of this Edmunds law, where the
fact of polygamous cohabitation has
appeared & man cannot longer cohabit,
that is hold out, associate with or live,
as a husband,with the women to whoi
he has been previously married.
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OGDEN ITEMS.

OGpEN CiTy, Utab,
December 22, 1855,

Editor Deseret News:
YMERRY CHRISTMAS"

\is drawing near very rapidly, and great
Erepuratmns are being made to cele-

rate the event with as much spirit
andeclat as in former years, according
to the ability of the people here, But
either fortuoately or unfortunately the
great majority of our citizens have not
S0 much casih to spend this scason
either in exchangibhg the compliments
of the season or plenishing the festive
boards to the extent that many. have
done in other times, Not that there is
any lugk of the substautial necessities
of lifz. These are plensiful, and the
poor are already provided for from the
bounty and livérality of those who
have abundance and to spare.

The Bishops and their assistants of
the several Wards here have been dis-
pensing earth’s bounties to those who
are unable te provide for themselves,
s0 that they will lack for no good thinus
to make their hearts glad on the natal
dayv of the world's Redeemer,

Last year, Ambrose Greenwell,of the
firm of Greenwell & Sons, gave for the
peedy of the Wards of Ogden and West
Weber, two good beeves, four sheep
and numerous other articles, and this
year he is

DOING MORE THAN DOUBLE

what he did last. The tithine office in
this place has furnished a large num-
ber of chickens, etc., which have now
found their way to the homes of the
poor. The members of the Ladies’
Relief Society, with their character-
estic zeal and diligence have been,
and still are at this writing,
visiting the homes of the widows, the
iatherless, the sick and the indigent,
and, like ministering angels, as they
certainly are, leaving numerous bless -
ings in the domiciles ef the worthy
poor they return from their missions
of mercy with the heartfelt gratitude,
and genuine prayers and blessings or
those to whom they have rendered

 timely assistance, and experiencipy

that in all these labors of love it is
more blessed to give than to receive,
and that the consciousness of having
discharged their obligations to their

unfortunate neighbors is worth
them more than the e

PLAUDITS OF MILLIONS.

The black diamond also has been
freely distributed to those who need it.
Amoug those who have liberally con-
tributed in this direction is
our young fellow-citizen Mr, Geo.
W. Driver, who zave seven tons of coal
to help cook the food and warm the
bhearths and homes of the aged and
others. Many others of our worthy
citizens came forward with open hands
and hearts and contributed handsomely
for the same generousjpurpose, 3

The displays in the mercantile estsb-
lishments are fall,and are arranged
with much skill, '

TASTE AND ELEGANCE,

calculated and intended to attract the
attention eI the visitors and induce
them to step in and purchase. Norare
these appealsin vain., Toe stores are
crowded with people here and from the
country, making their Christmas
purchases.

To~day the weatlher is fine, and very
warm for the season of the year. 1t is
more like spring than Xmas. For a
week pasl tne atmosphere has been
very humid. We have been visited
with frequent warm showers of rain,
ﬁspeciall v last night, for about an hour

CAME DOWN IN TORRENTS,

such as we have not witnessed for a
long time before. The resultis, thag
sowe of our sweecls are in a fearfu




