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DAVID

likliEHE DESCRIBES TIIETHE translation OF
THE GOLDEN TABLETS AT WHICH HE
ASSISTED

david whitmer one of the founders
of the mormon church and a resident
of this quaint and interesting village
for almost a half centencenturytury lies at the
point of death at the family home-
stead are gathered the children grand-
children and great grandchildren of
the dying patriarch and beside his
deathbeddeath bed is the devoted woman who
linked her life and fortune with hisbis
more thanthin forty years ago when your
cocorrespondent called at the house to-
day and was summoned into the bed-
chamber where father whitmer was
calmly awaiting the final summons a
smile lighted up the old mans coun-
tenance as he half rose and feebly
ppressedressed the visitors hand andandt athenas
if overcome by the effort hisbis headbead sunk
back on the pillows when told of the
visitors mission and that he had jour-
neyed from chicago to prepare an his-
torical sketch of one who hadbad played
so important a part in translating the
mormon bible and proseproselytelyttsilsllg lorfor the
mormon charenchurca the requerequest lorfor infor-
mation met wieWINwith a cheerful response
fearingrearing however that the task woulawould
be too great the family deputed a
member of the household to relate the
history in the presence of father whwhit-
mer

it
the narration being closely fol-

lowed by him and subjected to frequent
and

willewhile yet an infant his father who
served his country through the revo-
lutionarylutio nary war removed with his fam-
ily to western new york and settled
on a farm in ontario county near
watkins glen the father who was a
hardworkinghardbard working god fearing man was a
strict presbyterian and broughtdrought his
children up with rigid sectarian disci-
pline

1

besides a laughterdaughter who mar
tiedried 0oliverliver cowdery the village school-
master there were four sons Jacob
john david and Christchristianlanian who helpedhelped
their father till his farm until they had
arrived attheat the age otof manhood dur-
ing the early part of june 18391829 oliver
cowdery incidentincidentallyailyally learned thatathat a
young man named joseph smith had
loundfound a valuable golden treasure in the
northern part of the county and im-
parted the informationinformative to david they
decided to investigate the rumor and
cowdery tratraveledtravalevele to the home of
smith for that purpose on the road
he found the community teeming
with excitement over the alleged
treasure and heard several persons
threatened to kill the linderunder unless he
divided his wealth wita them when
asked how they knew such a treasure
hadbad been found several aasserted that
they hadbad seen the receptacle from
which it was taken by smith cowdery
assured them that there was more to
the vague rumors than behe had at first
believed pushed on to the home of
smith who was living on his fathers
firm near manchester at first he
lound smith to be uncommunicative I1

but was finally permitted to view the
treasure and wasivas greatly impressed
bythe sight in fact his wonderment
was so great that he at once wrote to
david to come without delay david
did so and was equally mystified I1

the treasure consisted of a number
of golden platesplrites about eight inches
long and seven inches wide about as
thick as ordinary sheeting and bound
together in the form of a volume by
three gold rings A large portion of the
volume was securely sealedscaled but on the
loose pages were engraved hieroglyph-
ics expressive of some language at that
time unknown to any of the persons
mentioned together with the golden
tablets were a pair of spectacles set
in silver bows

mr whitmer then described smithsmithsS
story of the vision in which the loca-
tion of the plates was revealed with
the history of the Nephites
labor and smiths finding of the tab-
lets wita which every one Is familiar

translatingTRANSLATE G THE PLATES

whitmerwhitmen and cowdery wwereere greatly
impressed by the recital of ththisls strange
story and were conducted to the hillhiti
where they personally viewed ithethe re-
ceptacle in which moroni at the be-
ginning of the fifth century had con-
cealed the history of hisbisis fathers
smith alsoaiso saldsaid that he had been
commanded to at once begin the
translation of the work in the prespresenceenceeuce
of three witnesses in accordance
with this command smith cowdery
and whitmer proceeded to the batterslat
home accompanied by smiths wife
and bearing with them the precious
plates and spectacles the house of
seniorsentor whitmer was a primitive and
poorly designed structure but it was
deemed the most secure for carrying
out the sacred trust on account otof
the threats that hadbad been made against
smith by his mercenary neighbors in
order to give privacy to the proceeding
a blanket which served as a portiereport lere
was stretched across the family living
room to shelter the translators and the
plates from the eyes of any who might
call at the house while the work was
in progress this mr whitmerwhitmen sasayss
was the only use made of the blabiablanketje t
and it was not for the purpose of con-
cealing the plates or the translator
from thetile eyes of the amanuensis r in
fact smith was at no time hidden from
his collaborators and the translation
was performed in the presence of not
only the personsdersons mentioned but of
the entire whitmervhatmer household and sev-
eral bf smiths relatives besides

the work of translating the tablets
consumed about eight months smith
acting as the seer andaud oliver cowdery

smiths wife and christian whitmer
brother of david performing the du-
ties of amanuenses in chobe hand-
writing the originalinaiinal manuscript now is
each time before resuming the work
gaiigailall1111 present would kneel in prayer and
invoke the divine blessing on the pro-
ceedingce after prayer smith would
sit on one side of a table and the aman-
uenses in turn as theychev1 became tired
on the other those ppresentresent and not
actively engaged in the work seated
themselves around the room and then
the work began after affixing the
magical spectacles to his eyes smith
would take the plates and translate the
characters one at a time the graven
characters would appear in succession
to the seer and directly under the
character when viewed through the
glasses would be the translation lain
english sometimes the characcharacterteitel
would be a single word and frequently
an entire sentence in translating the
characters smith who was illiterate
and but little versed iain biblical
lore was compelled
to spell the words out not
knowing the correct pronunciation
and mr whitmer recalls the fact that
at that time smith did not even know
that jerusalem was a walled citcityschoolcowdery however being a school-
teacher rendered invaluable aid in
Ppronouncing hard words and giving
them their proper definition
MOREMOKE MIKAmirkmiraculousCULOUS developments
A miracle is related by mr whitmer

as occurring while the translation was
in progress it seems that smith who
was puffed up with his great import-
ance as a confidential secretary to the
lord displeased the master by enter-
ing into some carnal confab in relation
to the work for this offense he was
punished by having the celestial visit-
ant who first commissioned him to
inaugurate the work suddenly appear
and carry off the plates and spectacles
in this connection it might also be
mentioned that martin harris one of
the witnesses to the translation a
farmer in the same county and a man
of simple mind and taste was sent by
smith with a copy of the characters to
professor anthon a professor of lan-
guages inja columbia college and au-
thor of several well known works who
pronounced the laulanlanguageguage inscribed on
the plate1 ate reformed egyptianaroagoaboutut this time harris inspired by
curiosity and elation took sixteen of
the woldengolden tablets home to show his
wife who is alleged to hasuhavu stolen
them from a bureau drawer and ped-
dled them among her friends for
this offense harris was severely re-
primandedprim by the lord through
smith but the angel afterwardsatte byards re-
covered the plates and restoredored them
smiths offense of tattling thetile secrets
of the work among his neighbors was
less readily condoned andanti fortor a long
time the work was busbuAsuspended the
angel being in possession of the plates
anuandand spectacles Fiuflufinallysillyally when smith

repented of his rahrash conductcoaduet
he was forgivenlortorgiven tim plates however
were not returned bulbui instead smith
was given by the angel a arimurlin and

of another patipalipa ern it being
shaped in oval or kidney form this
seers stone he was instructed to place
in his hat and on covering his face
with the hat the character amiand transla-
tion would appear on the stone

this worked just as satisfactory as
the old method but at no time there-
after was the backslidingbacksliding josephjuseph inlit
trusted with the precious plates
howeverholever triethe entire portion of the
golden volume which we augelangel said
might be translated was reduced by
the nimble amanuenses totp readable
manuscript the other installment was
withheld until the lord could discover
what effect the first had on the gen-
tiles that helashe was not pleased with
the result is manifested bv the fact
that the sealed hashus not yet
been delivered to the world

THE ANGEL IN THE PASTURE

after the translation was completed
smith informed cowdery whitmer
and harris that the lord had instruc-
ted

lu
him that the time was utat hand when

they should testify to all nationsnatiuAti unsons
tongues and people concerning this
work these four apostles of tiietile
lord as they were designated ac-
cordingly assembled iuin a pasture
clearedot underbrush at a polutpoint equal
ly distant between two public hixahigahighwaysways
about the noonday dour theythuy werevere
seated on a ioelog waitingwailing turfor the prom-
ised manifestations havianhiving previously
knelt in prayer all at the
heavens seemed to open antiand there ap-
peared a dazzling ol01 light beside
which the light of tilethe sugsunsuu appealedappeal ed
dim through this cleft in tiletiietheskasky
which seemed to lead away up to the
pearly gatestes beyond appeared an angel
disguised aass a man bearing the sem-
blance of a table the angel descended
to the earth landing neallyneatlynearlneailyatat their
feet on this table were the plates of
goldoldoid from which they bail just trans
ratedhatedfated the book of mordou and the
plates of brass on which wemwere iminscribed
the commandments written by mosehmoses
and which had been taken drwirmt ro iu jeru-
salem by nephi COO yearsyar beforebufore clorist
and afterwards transported to ameri-
ca the four apostles were then com-
manded to go forth among deaneainett and
preachreach religion as set down in thehooktookbook of mormonMormori

after this wonderful manifestation
martin harris mortgaged his fanu fur
1500 in order to obtain funcia forlor

printing the book of mormonMornion and alihit
four set about founding ai
was called the church of christ as
commanded in theuie book of nion
therho four apostles began 9
and were so successful inlit securinglt

convertsinvertsonverts to the new religiongienglen that a
I1 church was april 0 ismisoo

rhethe book of mormon was also given to
the world that year concerning the
converts mrair er says that among
the first adherents to einelnembracebractbrace the new
faith were many of the mostmont intellectual
and refined men and women in that lo10

calityand the ranks were not recruited
fromrom the ignorant and sensuous classes
like the mormonscormons of utah the year
following the organization of the
church fheibethe disciples moved to ohio
where they hadbad been most successful
in and a temple was
erected at kirtland it was at this
place that sidney rigdon and brigham
yountyoung joined the etletichurch and it was
here that the first dissensions oc-
curred

concerning sidney who was
said to have stolen the manuscript of
the book of moriMortmormonnonnou which it was
alleged had beenbeed written by a presby-
terian preacher named solomon spaul-
ding and originally intended as a ro-
mance asserts that noth-
ing could have been more improbable
as neither smith himselfhimselfinortinorinorinon the ototherher
disciples knew Rigdon until they moved
to ohio

UKHE lill1111 T tueTUB nrCORDS

the original manuscript from which
the book of mormon was printed Is
still anairin mr Whitmersmera possespossessionslonsion and
mostmont of it is in the handwriting of his
brother christian and his brother in i

law oliver cowdery mr whitmer
also has an exhaustive history of the
church which waswag compiled by bibbis
brother and an accurate copy of sev-
eral plates arout which the book otof
mormon was translated these rec-
ords behe has preserved against all
temptations and in the face of death
Severaseverallyealyearss ago a delegation of mor
mons came to richmond from
salt lake and made every overture
to mrair whitmer in a vain attempt to
gainpain possession of the rt cords but uehe
stood aloof and declined every offer
A prominentin nent business moanroan of the
placepioproce at that time engaged in bankingrainformedfor ed your correspondent that he
knows of his own knowledge that the
mormon church would have willingly
paid mrair Wiliwhitmertiner flolow for the
documents and that the delezadelegationtion re-
turnedu arned home thoroughly convincedconvinced
atiatthat mrair whitmer was proof against
all financialnilniiancial temptation suso far as con-
cerned his records

it was while the church was flour-
ishing at kirtland that the name was
changed from church of christ to lat
ter day saints mrair whitmer who al-
ways adhered to the teachings of mor-
mon left kirtland and journeyed into
the wilds otof missouri in company with
one other elder preaching the truth as
he believed it to be and exexhorting men
and women to christ many new con-
verts were secured and he assisted in
establishing the settlement of jackson
county missouri it was here that
the ohioohl0 mormonscormons found refuge when
driven awayanav from kirtland after smith
and rigdon had been tarred and feath-
ered

for a while the church flourished in
Jackson County with headquartersheadquarter it
independence but when the e
occurred between the mormonscormons hidbadaldbid

Missourmissouriansians the former were driven
from the county into caldwell county
wherewhore they founded a settlement and
named it far west david whitmer
stripped of hishid earthly possessions
was warned to flee fortor his life and
accompanied lyby hisbis family his broth-
ers anaand their families andandOl iyerlyer cow
dery liehe journeyed to ray county
where he settled acat richmond in 1838
at that time he hadbad nothing left but a
single horse and wagon and his prec-
ious records it was then that the
daniles were organized and it is said
that their formation was fortor the pur-
pose of killing the Whitmers and cow-
dery they having been commanded and
openly refused to obey the sogo called
leaders right or wrong the whit
mers and cowdery then renounced tilethe
church as conducted but during the
yearsyearn they have lived in ray county
they have continued to teach the pre-
cepts according to the orlorforiginalginal church

tueTUB loruslords ANOINTED

david whitmer engaged in teaming
at his new home and iuin the campaign
when the militia was orderedderettor to drive
the mormonscormons from the state at the
point of the bayonet he bruve one of
the military wagons to far
west duriez the melee gatvatthat followed
he was handed a musket by the goldic
ery and ordered tuto shoot joseph smith
but threw the musket d vr declaring
he I1 would not harm the loilot lisuis anoint-
ed 11 after that memorable event in
which smith was taken prisoner
david returned to richmond and has
always aseralertedtedledd that joseph smith was
called and commanded by god to
trantranslateblateslate the book of I1mormon and
that smith as he knew him was a
righteous god fearing man mrnir
whitmer todayto davday clings to the religious
belief of his early manhoodmadhooI1 and has
never sanctioned anlyantsanty abic a behe
considers one of the greatest abomina-
tions otof the earth the book of mor-
mon aaa anally translated he asserts

i to be without a moral blenbieublemish and
I1 bilysbrissays it I1 eminently titfit for the library
I1 of the most exacting moralmoralphilo
sopherlupher it expressly forbids polyg-
amy and mrair whitmer claims that if
thethu population of salt lake would live
intit accordance with the strict teach-
ingsin- s of the book it would exert a
greater influence in crushing out what
hebit tenostenna the viper polygamy than
any other known agency concern

linging hilila work in the church of christ
hthe looks upon his commission

as concurrent to having had a
direct inesluesmessagesage from heaven through
an angel of the lord and even now at
the threshold of death luliu stanus by

that pure republic established by
christ on earth andanil given to theibe world
inlit its oriorloriginalcinal idiom the book of mor-
mon 11 through the of
joseph smith behe sayssaya he received many
messmessagesaces from heaven which con-
vinced him of his divine calling the
text of these messages he refuses to
relate claiming that the promisepromises8 of
the lord to his apostles should be
secretly locked in the breast and not
blatantly betrayed to carnal minds but
he says they wereweyewee miraculous in their
fulfillment audand have stood the tettest of
bishis reasoning through a longiongilfelife offartof tactfact
and experience

A GOOIGOOD CITIZEN

As a citizen oi0f richmond he stands
deservedly high having filled the office
of mayor and councilman upright in
hisbis dealings with men and just towards
all he has progressed gradually with
thethu country until he and hisbis children
have secured good business ststandingindin
and arearc regarded among the bestbeat citi-
zens of I1rayhay county

of those who took part in the orloriorig-
inal translation joseph smith wasvas
shot by a mob in 1881 oliver cowdery
died in this county thirty years ago
leaving a wife and daughter both of
whom are yet levinz and reside in
silver city mo john whitmer a
prosperous farmer died at far west
in 18781818 leaving children and grand-
children jacob passedaway
many years ago and his soneon john C
a white haired elder of the church of
christ I1 continuescontinued to preach the religion
of his father in and about richmond

david whitmer has two children a
son and the son davidtdavid J
Isls without issue the daughter mrs
julius schweich resides here and is
the mother of two children both of
whom have children george the
eldest of mrsairs childreneh ildrenlidren is
a shrewd business moanroan and is associ-
ated with his uncle david J whitmerW
inill the livery business his sister
josie is the wife ofofaj R van cievecleve
private secretary to the collector of
customs at chicago

PUTTINGrutting AWAY 11

THE GRAND JURY ASKS A QUESTION
powersrowers answers BUT

FAILS TO ENLIGHTEN THEM

the grand jury of the first district
court after an absence of several
days appeared before judge powers
yesterday morning and reported that
they had found no indictments but
wished some instructions whereuponhereuponw
according to the ogden herald they

presented an address which read as
follows

OGDEN utah dec 23 18831885

to the honorable 0 jr Ilotpowerscerscens judge
odtheof the first district court
the grand jury most respectfully ask

to be instructed on the following
point assuming that thetile edmundsedmounds
lawtaw contemplates the putting away by
the husband of one or more of his
polpoipolygamous wives in order that he
nymayn livefive within the requirements of
tsaid Jlawv is it necessary that the act
should be done publicly and if so
what would constitute reasonable
publicity I1

very respectfully
J W mcnutt foreman

following is the reply of his honor
geigelgentlemen odtheof the grand jury
the query you put to the court is

substantially the same as was asked
the supreme court of the united
states by the attorney fortor the defen-
dant in the case otof the united states
vs ancusaneus M cannon which was re-
cently decided
the supreme court of the united

states declined to answer the ques-
tion declined to state how a man
who badhad amous wives could liveolgand live witwithinin the law but said he
must not live in a way that would
cause the outside public to be-
lieve from his actions andiandlconduct that
behe was living or associating with the
women as his wives As to whether
or gottlicnot the act of putting away be done
publicly I1 think it hardly neces-
sary to answer fortor if a man
puts away his wives ceases to live
with them or associate with themthein in a
manner that causes metae public to be-
lieve that he is not living them
as wives whether it is done publicly
the puttingpunting away or whetherhether it Is

done privately makesmalkes no difference
in other words it would make DOno
difference as to a mans guilt if he
should fromfront the housetopshouse tops declare
that he had put away his plural wives
but should continue by his acts
should continue by his conduct to
cause the public generally to believe
that he was living with the women as
a husband lives with his wives the
whole intent and matter of the ed-
munds law is to do away with the
evil example of living in polygamous
marriage the examexample that is set be-
fore the public and whenever a manroan
by holding out women as wives bby
associating with them as a husbanhusband
aSsoassociatesclates with his wives by con-
ducting himself toward them as a
husband conducts himself toward his
wife he his guilty under the law so
the manner of puttingutting away has but
little to do with atit it is athethe conduct
it isift the outward appearance it is
Ccontinuing to a socrate or live as hus-
band and wifevifa ilit isJs causing the pub-
liclicilc to believe that these parties are sobuforeliving upon that act of course be-
fore you can find slisifan indictment you

should be satisfied from the evidence
that the facts are such as would caustcause
a conviction by a trial jury and be
satisfied aaabi I1 say from the facts that
the conduct of the man is a public
reproach in other words that it
causes ane public to believe hebe is as-
sociatingsocia ting with women as a husband
associates with hisbis wife the mere
act of putting away wives is of no ma-
terialityterlateria lity the mere act of separation is
of no materiality unlessguidess it be followed
up by separation the mere chanchangegeigel
or change of does dotoot
make an excuse A man may in a
very hublit manner in church or in
a public notingnc ting or at any public
place with his wives drawn about
himfilm declare he hadbad dutrut themthein all
away except his lawful wife might
place themthein in different houses andanti
still be might by his outside conduct
be to all intents and purposes liviliving
and associating with them as a husbanhusband

ng

lives and associates with hisbis wives lie
mustroust so live that llelieie will not cause the
outside world to believe liehe is living
with them as wives or holding them out
as wives

I1 had occasion to remark in the case
of the united states vs A al musser
I1hatthat a husband who had been divorced
from his wifewire could not be expected to
continue wifely relations with her and

I1 still he ral ht continue friendly rela-
tions and while possible he would bobe
compelled to support her and her child-
ren

I1 still he could act no longer to-
wardI1 her as his wife so since thetile pas-
sage of this edmunds law where thetilegageragefact of polygamous cohabitation has
appeared a man cannot longer cohabit
that is hold outone associate with or live
as a husband with the women to whom
ilehe has been previously married

OGDEN ITEMS
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editor deseret news
merityMERRY CHRISTMAS

is drawing neneararveryvery rapidly and great
preparations aeaca e being made to cele-
brate the event with as much spirit
andaadand as lain former years according
to the ability of the people here but
either fortunately or unfortunately the
greatreat majority of our citizens have not
bo much casti to spend this season

eitherither in exchanging thethu compliments
of the season or the festivee
boards to the extent that many have
done in other times nolnot thalthat there is
any lack of the substantial necessities
of ills these are plentiful and thetiie
poor are already provided fortor from thetiie
bounty and of those who
have abundance and to spare

the bishops and their assistantsassistants 0off
the several wards here have been dis-
pensing earths bounties to those who
are unable to provide for themselves
so that they will lackjack for no good things
to make their hearts gladgiadiadlad on thethle natal
daydav of the Nvworlds Reredeemer

last year Aambrose Greenw ellof the
firm of greenwellGree sons gave forlor the
needy of the wards of ogden and west
weber two good beeves four sheep
and numerous other articles and this
year he is

DOING MORE THAN DOUBLE
what he did last the tithing office in
this place has furnished a large num-
ber of chickens etc which have nonnownov
found their way to the homes of thepoor the medmembersibers of the ladiesrelief society with their character
estic zeal and dindiddidrencewencegence have been
and still arearc at tillsthis writingvisiting the homesholnes of the widows the
fatherless thetile sick and the indigent
andaud like ministering angels as they
certainly are leaving numerous bless-
ings in the domicileddomicilesdomiciles of the worthy
popoorortheythey return from their missions
of mercy with the heartfelt gratitude
and genuine prayers and blessings or
those to whom they have renderedrendered
timely assistance and eexperiencinge
that in all these labors of loveiovevi it ismore blessed to give than to receive
and that the consciousness of having
discdischargeddisclaimedhamedLamed their obligations to their
unfortunatenate neighbors is worth to
them more than thetre

PLAUDITS OF MILLIONS

the black diamond also has beenveen
freely distributed to those who need itamong those who have liberally con-
tributedtributed in this direction isour youngoung fellow citizen mrair geo
W driver who ave seven tons of coal
to help cook the food and warm the
hearths and homes of the aged0

I1andnd
others many others of our worworthy
citizens caulecame forward with open handshano
and heartshearth and contributed handsomely
for the same I1

the displays in the mermeimercantilecantilecaullie estab-
lishmentslishments are full and are arranged
with much skill

TASTE AND ELEGANCE

calculated and intended to attract the
attention ofitneatie visitors ana induce
them to step inandluandin nd purchasepu nornurnorareare
these appeals in vain ane stores are
crowded withw ith people here and fromfront the
country making their christmas
purchases

todayto day the weather is tineflue and very
warm for tilethe season of the year it is
more like spring than xmas for a
week past unetile atmosphere has been
very humid we havehaie been visited
with frequent warm showers of rain
especially last night for about an hour
it

DOWN IKIN torments
such as WGwe have liotnot witnessed for a
longtime before the result Is that

our streetssareare in a fearful


