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THE DESERET
I1 now cullom I1 have been thinking

how you can help me in this we will
call upon harrison together and I1 will
see that he talks to you first you can
thus prepare his mind for my refusalyou can tell him that I1 have come out
torfor thisthis purpose and he will not be so
surprised when I1 speak

this I1 promised to do continued
senator cullom when we got to
indianapolis we went direct to president
harrisons househouie it was about dinner
time when we arrived and we at once
sat down to the table after dinner was
over when we were out in the smoking
room and had about finished our cicigarsars
mr allison said now mr president
senator cullom is anxious to get away
this afternoon he told me that he only
wanted a few moments with you and if
youvou dont object I1 will let you get
through with him first I1 will go into
the other room and finish my cigar and
you can have your conversation here
this was assented to by president
harrison and allison betit into the
other room

welawell continued senator cullom
after we were alone and had gone over

the general topics of the occasion I1
directed the conversation to the cabinet
andnd then said general harrison dur-
ing our trip out here senator allison
took me into his confidence he told
me you had offered him the

of the treasury and he also told
me that he had decided hebe could not
accept it he asked me to say this to
you during our interview and to tell you
that he thought he could serve you and
your administration better in the senate
than in the cabinet As I1 said this
president harrison pushed his head to
the front and asked me it that was true
I1 could see that he was much disturbed
he said but little further however the
conversation changed he soon recover-
ed himself and talked on as though
nothing had happened I1 know that
allison did refuse the place then but I1
have not had a word with him nor
harrison about it from that day to
this

during a call upon senator sherman
the other night 1 asked him about the
talk which was being published about
him as mckinlessMcKin leys prospective secresecretarytiry
of state he told me that he had re-
ceived no offer of the state department
as yet and he had no knowledge that
mckinley thought of him in that con
lectiontion he told me that he did not
know that he would care for the position
ilif it were offered him and that he
thought he should like to finish his
career in the united states senate I1
doubt however whether he yet knows
his own mind on the subject he realizes
the greatness of the position and that
he might there have a chance to make
his mark on the diplomatic history of
our nation the place would be a fit
climax to his long life of public service
and with his magnificent mansion he
could make his administration a great
social one he has been at the headbead of
the committee on foreign affairs of the
senate for many years and would make
a more efficient secretary of state than
any man now talked of he has never
before had a chance to be at the head of
the state department though the treas-
ury has been twice within his grasp
the first time was when salmon P
chase was appointed more than a gene-
ration ago when sherman was still in
his forties lincoln gave him to under

stand that he could have the place butbu
sherman was then in congress and want-
ed to be speake the house he failed
in this but got to be senator shortly
alterafter hayes was elected he wrote sher-
man that hebe wanted him to be secretary
of the treasury and sherman once said
to me that he took the positionon largely
because he wanted to carry our his re-
sumption policy he told me that he
did not find the work especially hard
though his term in the treasury depart
ment was one of the most exciting in our
history

still the state department and the
treasury promise to be among the hardbard
working positions of the next adminis
trarationtion most secretaries of the treas-
ury have complained about the work
folger and manning and windon are
popularly supposed to have died from
overwork in the treasury I1 called the
other day at the state department to see
Secre olney and ask him about the
work of his office he would not talk
but I1 could see that he thought he had
plenty to do whether overwork in the
state department caused groshamsGreshams
death is a question I1 am told that he
did not like the bustle of public affairs
and it is related that when he was post-
master general hebe grew sick of the
position and wanted to get out of it
one day it is said that hebe entered the
house of a friend in washington and
throwing himself upon the
ed 1 I would not be a cabinet officer
again forforaa salary of 4 a year 9

still it was after this that hebe accepted
the portfolio of the treasury and later
on consented to be president Clev elands
secretary of state

one of the greatest annoyances that
gresham had was the office seekers and
place hunters these are numbered by
legions about the post office department
and also about the treasury postmaster
general wilson tells me there are now
70 cod postmasters in the united states
and I1 doubt not that thousands of them
will be changed by mckinlessMcKin leys post
master general the congressmen will
dictate to him and it is safe to say that
he will earn salary the
worst thing with gresham was that he
was so good hearted that he had given
out many letters commending others for
office and when men came to him and
showed him his own recommendations
asking that they be given places he
found it hard to refuse I1 have heard
similar stories of tom corwin who was
you know secretary of the treasury way
back in Fill mores time corwin was so
good natured that he would sign any-
thing one day a chronic office seeker
laid before him an enthusiastic becom
emendationmen dation for the appointment otof the
bearer to a place in the treasury it was
dated some years back and had been
givenen while corwin was in congress As
the man asked for office and pointed to
the letter corwin said that is a very
good letter and did that not get you an
appointment

no 10 replied the man it did not
well returned secretary corwin

it that letter was not strong enough to
get you a place under secretary ewing
it certainly is not strong enough to give
you an appointment under me and
he thereupon had the man shown out

senator cullom told me thathe did
not know that mckinley was thinking of
him as his secretary of the interior and
that it was hardly safe to say whether
he could take the position or not itif it

was offered torfor it might not be offered
since then I1 see he has been called to
canton and it may be that he is to be
the next secretary of the interior though
I1 believe henry C paine of wisconsin
is looked upon as almost sure to have
this position the interior department
is a much more important place than it
gets credit for I1 chatted with senator
herhenryry bl teller about it the other night
he was you know secretary of the in-
terior under arthur and he made one
of the best secretaries that we have ever
had said he the interior depart-
ment needs one otof the very best men of
the country I1 think it is by all odds the
most important office in the cabinet
the man at the head of it has to settle
more values than the supreme court and
he does more business than the secre-
tary of the treasury the treasury is
to aarie extent an executive depart-
ment before the interior new ques-
tions are always coming up its head
has to deal with the development of the
country and with the disposal of our
public lands he has all the pensions
to handle and our great patent business
goes on under him the secretary of
the interior should be a scientific man as
well as a good practical business man
he should be a man well acquainted
with the united states and he should
above everything be a western man
during my administration I1 settled one
case of more than and
cases involving enormous sums were al-
ways coming up there were legal
questionsquestions presented every day or boandso and
1 dont see how any man could beanbe an
efficient secretary ofef the interior without
a good knowledge of the law

I1 visited this afternoon the room in
the white house in which are to be
held the secret councils of malormajor mckin
teleysy s administration the cabinet roonroom
is ononee the second floor of the white
house just at the bead of the stairs be
tween the library which will probably
form mrs mckinlessMcKin leys sitting room and
the large room over the east room and
the green room which will be the pres-
idents office and in which presidentdeat
cleveland is now spending the last days
of hisbis administration further on is the
private secre room the whole suite
on the east side of the second floor con-
stitutingsti the business portions of the
executive mansion the cabinet room
is plainly furnished there are eight
straight backed chairs with leather cush-
ions for the cabinet ministers and a
swinging chair of wicker and lorfor
the president president mckinley wiltwill
sit at the head of the table with his
different ministers at the right and lekleft
according to their order of precedence
during the meetings of the cabinet no
one is admitted to the room sergeant
loeffler the presidents private messen-
ger sits at the door and there is sono
chancechance for cabinet secrets to leak out
except through the ministers them-
selves
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inid tillyjuly were in liverpool

we were going on a visit to hawarden
castle the home of mr W E glad-
stone the grand old man of england
we took the ferry across the mersey


