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[From the Rome Journal.]

Extraots from Notes of Travel by the Marquis |
de Custine,

A Frenchman of high rank whose born passion is
to travel.

#Nothing can be more melancholy than the aspect of
nature In the approach to St. Petersburg. As youadvance
up the Gulf, the flat marshes of Ingria terminate in a
little wavering line drawn between the sky and the sea;
this line Is Russia, It presents the appearance of a wet
Jowland, with here and there a few birch trees thinly
pcattered. The landscape 1s wvold of objects ard colors,
has no bounds, and yet mo sublimity. It bas just light
enough to be visible; the grey mossy earth well accords
with the pale sun which {llumines it, not from overhead,
but from near the horlgon, or almost indeed frem below,
—s0 acuts is the angle which the oblique rays form with
the surface of this unfavored soil. In Russia, the finest
days have a bluish dimness. If the nights are marked by
a clearness which surprises, the days are clothed with an
obacurity which saddens.

¢Cronstadt, with its forest of masts, its substructnres,
‘and its ramparts of granite, finely breaks the monotonous
reveries of the pligrim, who 1s, like me, secking for ima-
gery In this dreary land. 1 have never seen, in the ap-
proaches to any other great city, a landsca melan-
choly as the banks of the Neva. The campagna of Rome
is a desert, but what plcturesque objects, what past asso-
clations, what light, what fire, what poetry, if I might be
allowed the expression, I would say, what passion ani-
mates that religions land! To reach 8t. Petersburg, yon
must pass a desert of water framed in a desert of peat
earth; sea, shore, and sky, are all blended into one mirror,
but so dull, 8o tarnished, that it reflects nothing.

“The Finns, among whom the Ruesians fixed thelr new
ocapital, are of Scythlap origin; they are still almost Pa-
gans—suitable inhabitants of the soil of Petersburg. 1t
was only In 1836 that an ukase appeared, commanding
sheir priests to add a faml ¥ name to the saint’s name
given to thelr children In baptism.

“This race is almost without physicgnomy. The middle
of the face is fiattened to a degree that renders it de-
formed. The men, though ugly and dirty, are said to be
strong, which, however, does not prevent their being
poor. Although the natives of the territory, they are
seldom seen in Petersburg except upon market days.
They inhabit the swamps, and siightly elevated granite
bills of the environs.*?

Of the custom-house officers he says:

“Such numbers, acting under an inflopence which s not
In themselves, in a manner resembling the wheel-work of
a clock, are called men in Russia! The sight of those
wvoluntary automata inspires me with a kind of fear:
there Is something supernatural in an individual redaced
10 the state of a mere machine, 1f,in lands where the
mechanicat arts flourish, wood and metal secem endowed
with human powers, under despotisms, human beings
seemn to become as jnefruments of wood. We ask onr-
aolves, what can become of thelr guperfiuity of thonght?
and we feel 111 at easa at the idea of the Infiushice that
must have been exerted on Intellectual creatures before
they could have been reduced to mere things,
I pity the human beings, as in England 1 feared the
machines; in the latter country, the creations of man
Jack nothing but the gift of speech; here, the gift of
specoh €8 a thing superfinous to the creatures of (he
state,

“These machines, cloggad with the Inconvienees of a
soul, are, however, marvellously polite; it is casy to see
they have been trained to civility, as te the management
of arms, from their eradle. But of what value are the
forins of urbanity when their origin savors of compnil-
#lon? The free-will of man {s the consecration that can
alone impart a worth or a meaning to human actlons; the
power of choosing a master can alone give a value to
fidelity; and since, in Russia, an Inferlor choosns nothing,
atl that he says and does is worthless and unmeaning.*

The Marquis thus sketches his aceommodations at the
first hotel of St. Petersburg:—

“After several parleys, I was at length establiched on
e second floor, in suffocating apartments, consisting of
an entree, a salon, and a bed-chamber, the whole without
aurtaing or window blinds, thongh there {8 a sun for
twenty-two hours daily above the horizon, the obllgue
rays of which penetrate more fully Into the houses than
the sun of Africa, which falls direct npon the roofs. The
gir of this lodging resemhles that of a llmekiln choked

~with drst and charged with exhalations of Insects mingl=d

with musk, forming altogether an atmosphere that is|

insupportable.

viScarcely was I Installed in this abode than (the fatigne
of the night having got the better of my curlosity, which
wsually impels ma to sally forth and lose myself in a large

"unknown oity) I lay down, wrappad in a cloak, on an
immense leather sofa, and slept profomnidly during—three
mimmtes.

“At the end of that time I woke in a fever, and on
oasting my eyes upon the cloak, what a sight awaited
ithem'!—a brown but living mass:—things must be ealled
by their proper name—] was covered, I was devoured
with buge. Russia i, in this reepect, not a whit inferlor
to Spain: but in the South we can both console and secure |
ourseélves in the open alr; here weé must remaln tmprisoned
with the enemy,and the war Is conseguently more sanznine.
1 began throwing off my .clothes and calling for help.
What a prospect for the night! This thought made me
cry out more lustily. A Russian waiter appeared. I made
him understand that I wished to see hls master, The
master kept me walling a long time, and when he at
length did comne, and was informed of the nature of my
trouble, he began to laugh, and scon left the room, tell-
ing me that 1 shonld become accustomed to it, for that it
was the same every whera In Petersburz. He first ad-
vised e, however, never to soat myself on a Russian sofa,
becausa the domestice, who always carry about with them
1eglons of insecls, sleep on these articles of furnllare. To
tranguilis® me, he farther stated, that the vermian wou'd
not follow mo if [ kept at a proper distance from the fur-
piture in which they bad fixedgheir abode. |

“The inns of Petersburg resembls caravanserals, wkere
the traveller is shoply honsed, but not waiied upon, uniess
by his own servants. Mine, being ignorant of the Bus-
sian [anguags, is not only nscless to me bui troublesore,
for 1 have to take cars of him as well as myself!

“ifowever, brls Ttallan quicikness soomn discovered In ane
of the dark corridors of thsle walled descrt, called LT
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Coulon, a footman, out of place, who speaks German, and
whom the keeper of the hotel recommended, 1 engaged
| him, and told him of my distress. He immediately pro-
cured for me a light iron bedstead, the mattress of which
I had stuffed with the freshest straw that could be ob-
tained, and caused the four feet to be placed in as many
Jars of water, in the middle of the chamber, from whence
I also directed the furniture to be removed. Thus pre-
pared for the night, I dressed, and attended by the foot-
many, whom 1 had desired to forbear directing me, 1 issued
from my magnificen®hotel—a palace without, and an or-
namented stable within.*

In describing his first impressions of the lower classes,
he remarks:—

“The men of pure Slavonian race, bronght from the
Interior by the rich nobles, who either retaln them in their
service, or permit them for a certain period to carry on
various trades In the city, are remarkable for their fair
hair, thelr rosy complexions, and yet more for thelr per-
fect profiles, which equal those of Grecian statnes. Their
eyes kave the oval Asiatic shape, with the coloring of the
North; they are generally of a light blue, and unite a
singular expression of gentleness, grace, and cunning.
This expression, always restless, gives to the iris those
changing hues which vary from the green of the serpent.
and the grey of the cat, to the black ef the gazelle, though
the ground color still remains blne. The mouth, adorned |
with a golden and silky moustache, is beautifully formed
and the teeth have a brilliant whiteness that lights up
the whole conntenance. They are sometimes sharp and
pointed, when they resemble those of the tiger. but more
commonly their shape 1s perfectly regular, The costume
of these men is always original. It consists elther of the
Greck tunic, with a lively-colored girdle, the Persian robe,
or the short Russfan pelisse lined with sheepskin, the
wool of which Is turned outwards or Inwards according to
the season.

¢“The females of the Iuﬂr orders are jess handsome;
but few are met In the stroets, and those few present few
attractions: they appear degraded and stupified. Itisa
singular fact, that the men take pains with thelr dress,
and the women neglect it; this is perhaps owing to the
former being attached by service to the houses of the
nobles. The latter have a clumsy galt; they wear heavy
boots, which deform the feot: their fizures are withont
elegance; and thelr eomplexions uslike those of the men,
lose all freshness and clearness even while they are yet
young. Their littlc Russian coats, short, and open be-
fore, are trimed with fur, which is almost always hang-
ing In rags. This costume wonld be pretty if it was less
shabby, and if the effect was not generally gpoiit hy
deformity or revolting dirtiness of person. The national
head-dress of the Rossian women 18 handsome, but it has
become rare, being now only worn, I am told, by nurees,
and by the ladies of the conrt on days of ceremony. It is
a species of pasteboard tower, gilt embroidered, and much
widened at the top.”

¢Among all the women of the Jower orders whom 1
have hitherto met In the streets, not a eingle one has
sirnck me as possessing beauty, and the greater nomber
among them are ugly and dirty to a degree that Is repunl-
sive, Astonlshment s excited by the recollection that
they are the wives and mothers of men with features so
fine and regular, profiles so perfectly Grecian, and forms
&0 elegant and supple as those seen amotg even the low-
ekl classes of the nation., Thers are nowhers old men so i
handsome, nor old women #o hideons asin Russfa. T have
seen few of the eitizeng® wives. One of the afnznlarities |
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a long oval, is noble; the whole air military, and rather
German than Sclavonic. His carriage and his attitudes
are naturally imposing. He expects always to be gazed
aty and never for a moment forgets that he is so. It may
even be said that he likes this homage of the eyes,

“He passes the greater part of his existence in the open
air, at reviews, or in rapid journeys. During summer,
the shacle of his military hat draws across his forehead an
obligue iine, which marks the action of the sun upon the
skin. Tt produces a singular effect but is not disagreeable,
as the cause Is at once perceived.

“In examining attentively the fine person of this indi-
vidual, on whose will hangs the fate of so many others,
I have remarked, with involuntary pity, that he cannot
smile at the same time with the eyes and the mouth; a
want of harmony which denotes perpetual constraint, and
which makes one remember, with regret, that easy nat-
ural grace, 6o conspicuous in the less regular but more
agreeable countenance of his brother, the Emperor Alex-
ander. The latter always pleasing, had vet, at times, an
assumed manner. The Emperor Nicholas Is more sincere:
but he has an habitnal expression of severity, which some-
times gives the idea of harshness and inflexibility. If,
however, he s less fascinating, he i# more firm than his
late brother; but then, it must be added, that he has also
a proportionately greater need of firmness. Graceful
courtesy insures authority by removing the desire of resis-
_t'nnce. This Judicious economy in the exercige of power is
a secret of which the Emperor Nicholas is ignorant; he Is
one who desires to be obeyed where others desire to be
loved,*?

At the matrimonial ceremonies, in the morning at the
Imperial chapel, and in the evening (festal) al the Palace,
our traveler says:—

‘“‘We observed in the snite of the Emperor, habited in a
long robe of gold tissue, and a pointed bonnet, likewise

{adorned with gold embroidery, Tartan Khan who is half

tributary, and half independent of Russia. This petty

| sovereign bad come to pay the Emperor of all the Rus-
glas to admit among his pages a son twelve years old

whom he had bronght to St. Petershurg, hoping thus to
secure for the child a suitable destiny.
this declining power served as a contrast to that of the
successfnl monarch, and reminded me of the trimmphal

. pomps of Rome,,

¢“The nrst ladies of the Rpeslan court, nnd the wives of
the ambassadors of the other courts, among whom I re-
cognizged Mademolselle Sontag, now Conntess de -Rossi,

1 graced with thelr presencethe cirenmferenoe of the chapel.

At the lower end which terminated in a brilllant painted
rotunda, were ranced the whole of the imperial family.®
“Among these thomsand, all more or less blazing wrlth
gold and dlamonde, was the Khan of the Kirguizes, whom
I kad #een at the chapel in the morning. T remarked

thirty years previously. The poor woman lancuished nn-
honored, at the coart of her congueror. Ifer face was

eamp, and her attire was ridicnlons. We ara too ready to.
iangh at misfortune when it appears under a form that
does not please us. We shonld wish to see a Queen of
Georgia rendered more beantiful by ber dlstress; but 1
here saw -just the confrary; and when the eves are dis-
pleased, the heart soon becom~s unfust. It was not gen-
erous, hut T confess T could not help smiling to see a royal
head crowned with a kind of ghako, from whenee hung a
very odd-looking vells Al the other ladics wore trainsg

of Petershurg is, that the number of women in proportion
to that of the men I8 Jess than in other capitalv«. T am |
assured that the former do not, at the ntmost, form mere
than a third of the total popnlation of the eity. Their
scarcity canses them to be only too highly pﬁmd They
attract so eager an attention that there are few who risk
themselves alone after a certain hour, in the streets of
the less popnlous guarters. In the capital of a country
altogether military, and rmong a people addicted to
drunkenness, this dlsereetpess appears to me sefMelently
well fotnded. At all tlmes the Rnssian women show
themselves less In public. than the French: it 1= not ne-
cessary to go far back to find the time when they passed
their lives like the women of Asia. This reserve, the
remembrance of which #tlll lingers, recalls, like so many
other Russian customs, the origin of the people. It cun-
tributes to the dunlness of the streets and the fetes of

Petersburg.”
SKEETCH OF THE EMPEROR.

éThe predominant expression of his countenanoe js that
' of a réstless severityy, which strikes a beholder at the first
glanee, and, in spite'of the regularily of his featres, con-
veys by no means a pleasant impression, Phryelogno-
mists pretend, with moch reason, that thie hardpess of the
heart Injures the beauty of the bewmtenance. Neverilieless,
this expression in the Bmperor Nicholas appears to be the
resnlt of experienes rather than the work of natare. By
witat Jong and cruel snfferings mart not a man have been
tortured, when his comntenanoe excites fear, motwith-
standing the voluatary eonfidence that noble features

inepire!
¢Nevertheless, at times Some gleams of softness femper

the imperious looks of this mmonarcht! and then, the ax-
pression of affabllity reveals all the native beauvly of his
clarsic features. In the heart of the hosbaed and the :
father, humanlly trlimphs for 2 moment over the pnllc'_v‘
of the prince. 'When ti:e sovercign rests from his task of |
fmposing the yoke mpon his sphjeets, he appears happy. '
This combat between the primifive dignity of the wan and |
theaffected gravity of the soverglgn, aprears 8 me worthy
the attention of an obeerver: B ovcnpled mne the greater
part the time I passed in the ehapel.

¢«The Pmperor is above the nsnal hdghl by half a héads
his fizure 1s nobie, althongh a Httle sty he has practised
from his youth the Rnssian custom of girding the body |
above the 1oins to snch a dagree as to push up the stomach |
into the chest, which prodiuces an mnnatural swelling or
exiension abount the ribe that'is as injoriows fo bealth a8
it Is nagraceful in appearance, %

¢Tule voluntary deformity destroys all freediom of move-
ment, Impairs the elegance of the shape, and imparts an
alr of eonstralnt to the whole pereon. 'Phey say that when
the Emperor loosens his dress, the visceray suddenly glv-
ing way,are dsturbed for a moment, in their equilibrium,
which produces an extraordinary prostration of strength.
The boweis may be dlsplaced,—they eannot be got rid of.

bt receading; the nose stralght and perfeeatiy formed; the
Fisofh viry faely coft the faca, which in shape s Falher

but the queen of the Hast had on a short embroldered
peticoat. There was much of the 'Irnrn-ntrt and wearied
econriier In her expression, and her fEﬂtl'ﬂ'H were I:I:III]'.
The national dress of the Russisn ladies at conrt §s anuque
and striking. They wear on the bead a kind of a tower,
formed of rich stuff, and somewhat reeembling tn shape
the crown of a man®s hat lowered In height and open at
the top. Thig epecles of dladem I8 generally embroidered
with Jewels: it i& very ancient, and imparta an air of
noblenees and originality to handsome persons, white it
singularly enhances the ngliness of plain cnos. Unfor-
tunalely, these aet are very nomerous at the Russian
oourty, whenoe people seldom retirs, except to die, #o at-
tached are the aged courticrs t0 the posta which they
iheére hold. In general, female beauly is rare at Peters-
burg; bat ameng the bigher classes, the charm of graoce-
ful manners often sopptiea the want of elegant forms and
reguisr features. There are, however, a few Georgian
women whoe unite the two advantages. These females
shine amid the women of the North, like stars !n the pro-
foond darkness of a Sowthern night. The shape of the
court vobesy, with their long sleeves and trains, gives to
the whole person anr Oriental aspect which In a large
assemnbly thus robed. has a very imposing ¢ffect,”

THE SLAVES IN RUSSIA.

¢« A Muwerlan of the lower class 18 as ofteh beaten as
saluted. The Bfting of the Tod (\n Russin, 18 a large spilt
mnﬂ: and the Nfting of the hat, are means employed in
ahout eqnal measurs, in the sadfal ednoation of this people,
Baating in Ruesia ocan only be applied Lo certain ‘classes,
and by man of certaln other ¢lnsses, Here. {ll-treatment
& regulated ke the tarill of a custom-house: it reminds
ns of the cnde of Ivan. The dignity of ezsto s admitted,
Lt no one deegmms of the dig ity of man. The reader w'll
recoliect what T have already said of the politénass of the
Russiang of all ranks, and is of real value; T will now
confine myself to relating one aor two of the Mustrative
pormoR that pa=s dally before my evea,

¢¢ T have peeny In the rame streed, two drivers of dposh-
kis ceremonlounsly 1t thair hats in paseing each other:—
thiz 18 a commen eusioms; If acguainted, they 1t their

‘hand te thelr mouth with an amleable smile, and kiss it,

making at the same tim= a little expressive and intelligent

| fign with the eyes, So mmuch for politeness.

%A little farther on, T bave s2en a eourier, a feldfager,
' or somne other goverament pervant, descend from his ve-

l ' hicle, and, running to on2 of these well-bred enachmen,
strike him brotally and unmerclfelly with whip. stick, or

fist, In the breast, the face, or on the head, which punish-

meat the unincky wight, who had not made way In sufli-
clent haste. recelved withount the least complaint or resis-

tanee, out of rerpect to tha uniform and the caste of his

' tormentar, whose anger, howaver, I8 not always in such
cases promptly disarmed by the submission of the delin-
qunent.

I bave scen ons of these carriers of despatches, the

. 4The Baperor has a Greslan profile, the forchead high. f cotrrier of some minister, or the valet-de-chambre of gsome

ald-de-camp of the Bmperor®s, drag from his seat a young
‘toachman, and ®ever cease shriking him untll he had

The presence of |

slso an old Queen of Georgia, who had been dethroned |

tanned like that of a man’s used to the fatigues of the
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covered bis face with blood. "The victim submitted to the
torture ITke a real lamb, without the least resistance, and
in the same manner as one wounld yield to some inevitable
commotion of mature. TIre passers-by were in no degree
moved or excited by the cruelty; and one of the comrades
of the sufferer, who was watering his horses a few steps
off, obedient to a sign of the enraged feldjager, approached
to hold his horses® bridle during the time that he was
pleased to prolong the punishment. In what other eoun-
try could a man of the lower orders be found who won)d
assist in the infliction of an arbitary punishment upon one
of his companions?

¢The scene In question took place in the fin st part of
the city, and at the busiest hour, ‘When the unfortunate
man was released, he wiped away the blood, which
streamed down his cheeks, remounted his seat, and re-
commenced his bows and salutations as usual. Tt sheonld
be recollected that this abomination was enacted in the
midst of a silent crowd.*®

[From the California Farmer.]
Experiments in Wheat Culture.

A well known English agricultural writer, Cuthbert W.
Johnson, in an article on the Wheat crop, in the Septem-
ber number of the Farmer’s Magazine, says:

Now there are one or two facts which have been produesd
within the last two or three years, which are well worthy
of the farmer’s attention—not as offering certain rules
for our imitation on all soils and [n every sitnation, but
as affording valuable suggestion for mew experimental
oourses of Inquiry. It 1g pretty certain that the best stade
to which the goil should be brought for the reception of
the geed wheat, Is not in all cases well determined, At
the July gathering at Mr, Mechi’s farm, some fine spect-
mens of wheat ears were produced by Mr. Piper, of Colne
Engaine, grown on land which had not been plowed for
several years, and yet had, with the ald of top-dreesings of
soot and other artificlal manures, produced good crops of
wheat every year: here was the result from an undistur-
bed soil,  On the other hand, we have the equally ene-
cessful, yet opposite practice of Mr. Smith, of Lois Wee-
don, who fallows for wheat every other year—still grow-
ing wheat and wheat only, vear after year. His practioe
he briefly describes as follows: 1 divide my fleld inte
lands five feet wide. Tn the centre of each land I drop or
aril my woed in triple rows, one foot apart, thus leaving
a fallow Interval of three feet between each triple row.
When the plant is np, I trench the intervals with the fork
easily, taking my spits about three inches from the wheaw
and at epring and dorlng summer | clean them with the
blades of the sharp-cutting horse-hoe, and keep them apen
with the tines of the scuffier. Every year, In short, I
Utreich and cultivate two and a half feet of the five for
the snocedIng crop, and leave the other two and a half for
that which is growing, Ons moléty of each acre fs thus
In wheat, and the other molety fallow; and the averame
yield of that half acre Is _thl_t"ty-fnur bushels,surpassing the
average yicld of a whole acre on the common plan.*—
‘Why wheat should be thus grown for a serles of years on
the same land with suocess in Essex.and Northampton-
shire, and in one place by constantly stirring the sofl, and
in the other locality by never plowing, but by merely hos-
Ing the seed in; and hoelng it afterwards for the remova!
of weeds, certainly seems to be phenomena worthy of our
careful study, when we are coneldering the state of the
poil the best adapt.ed for the growth of wheat.

One of the Springs.

The springs of Florida are among its most. peculiar and
attractive features. The Orange and the Silver Springs, M
the eastern part of the State, one of them surrounded
with an orange forest, and possessing the magle property
of giving a white coating to the turtles and alligators that
live in it, would repay the lover of nature for a long pli-
grimage; but Wakulla Foontain surpasses them in every
particular, and will bereafter live in memory with the
Saguenay river, Nlagara Falls, the Mammoth Cave, and
Tallulah Chasaw. An adegnate idea of this mammoth
spring could never be given by pen or penclly but when
onee seen, on a bright calm  day, it mnst ever after be »
thing to dream and love. It is the fountain head of o
river whieh is twenty miiles long, empties Into the Guif of
Mexioo, and is of suficlent volume fo float a steambon!.
If snch an affalr bad yet dared to penetrate this solemn
wilderness. It swells up in.the very heart of a dense
oypress ewamp. fa nearly round in sghape, measures some
four hundred feet In'diameter, and I8 in depth about one
hundred and fifty fect, having at its boiiom an immenss
harizontal chasin, with a dark portal, from one side of
which looms up a Hmestone cliff, the summit of which is
iteelf nearly fifty fect' beneath the spectator who gazes
npon it from the gides of a tiny boat. The water therec !
1s so astonishingly clear that even a pin can be .geen on
the bottom {n the decpest places, and of course every ani-
mate and inanimate objeet which it contains s fully ex-
posed to view. “The apparent color of the water from the
shore {s gréenieh, but as yon look perpendicularly into #.4
1s colorleas a8 air, and the senszation of floating upon it is
that of being suspended in a balloon: and the water 1s ao
refraciive that when the son gshines brilliantly every object
wvou seeds enveloped in the most fascinating prismatic hues.
It contains a great varlely of serpent like plants, and i's
mneey Jooking botftoing resemble the finest carpet, witl
white Fronnd and Tantaetie ftgures of every possible cotor.
It abounds in fish,—the bream, the sacker, the chub, and
the shiner? and it serms to me that I can now recall every
individual to mind a8 a personal acquaintance. They at
times made the surface of the water alive with their gam-
bolsy they ewam about thelr beautiful bome in schoola
and singlr, some of them watching our boat with curious
looks, and others perfectly jpdifferent to our presence or
movements. On dropping a eixpence into the water a
couple of them followed it in §ts zig-zag course to the bot -
tom, pushed It with their snouts, and then scornfully turn-
ed tail mpon 1t; and it was a most novel and interesting
sight to sce an occasional fellow floating gently up the
gides of the cliff, from the deep chasm below, as if him-
self astonished that such fine scenery should exist so far
mnder the eurface of his native element. It was also
very strange to witness the ehadow which our Iittle boat
cast upon the bottom, which seemed to be refreshing to
some of the firh that floated jnto it, bul was not ‘iked
apparently by the alligators and huge turtles that went
crawling along their sub-marine hichway. A rim of
rankest grass and lilies swrrounds the entire fountalin, and

at the foot of the numerous and giganiic crpress trees, al
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