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,DISCOURSE. -
Delicered by Elder JOHN TAYLOR, i
the New Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
Sunday Morning, October

8th, 1871,

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

WE are met here in a Conference ca-
pacity, and have assembled ostensibly,
and io reality, to econfer together
about the general interests of the
church and kingdom of God upon the
earth, The authorities from the dis-
tant settlements are here to represent
themselves and their people, and a
great many are here from thesurround-
ing gettlements to listen to the teach-
ings that may be given, to the business
that may be transacted, to the doctrines
that may be promulgated, and in gen-
eral to make themselves acquainted
with the spirit of the times, with the

obligations that devolve upon them:; |

and the wvarious responsibilities that
rest upon all parties.

We meet, then, as I havesaid, to con-
sult on the general interests of the
church and kingdom of God upon the
earth, and not upon our own peculiar
ideas and notions, to carry out any par-
ticular favorite theme or to establish

1T HE DESERET NEWS.

and purposes concerning us. We know | you then that id-consequeérice. of the

for ourselves of the truth of those prin-
ciples that God has revealed, and if in
former days Paul could say
witn as also is the
who bears witness of us,”” it can be
said more emphatically of this day.
This assembly now before me have
received the gospel of Jesus Christ, the
Holy Ghost accompanying that gospel;
Innd every man and woman present
who has lived the religion of Jesus
Christ has the witness of the truth of
the work they have obeyed, and they
are ready with one acclaim to pro-
| nounce: *We are His witnesses, as is
also the Holy Ghost which bears wit-
ness unto us.’”’ You, my brethren and

| pel which you have received, and
you are not  indebted for that
lknuwladge to any organization
that exists under the face of the
heavens, other than the one you are
now associated with. No philosophy,
no religious combination, no school, no
doetors of divinity, no priesthood of any
| order revealed unto you the principles
which you are in possession of. The
gospel that you received, you received
“‘not of man nor by man, but through
the influaence of the Spirit of God and
the power of the holy priesthood that
sdministered it,’”’ This you know now,

any special dogma of our own devising; | and this you then knew. It is no wild

nor do we meet here to combine against

phantom, no idle theory, no notion

men; but to seek, by all reasonable and | propagated by man; but it is the word

proper means, through the inter

posi- | of eternal life, the rewelations of God,

tion and guidance of the Almighty, and | the gospel of Jesus Christ, the princi-

under the influence of His Holy

pirit, | ples of eternal truth which you have
fo adopt such means and fo carry out | received,

from the God of truth,

such measures as will most conduce to | through the medium of that priesthood

our individoal bhappiness; the hap

pi~ | which He has organized on the earth;

ness of the community with which we | and this you know, realize and under-

are associated; to the establishment |stand for yourselves,

You understood

of correct prineiples; to the building | it years ago, and you understand it to-

up of our faith, and strengthening us | day.

in the principles of eternal truth; to
our advancement and

It is the same gospel, the same
priesthood, the same principles of

rogress in the | truth; itimparts the same hope, fills the

ways of life and salvation, and to de-|bosom with the same joy, disperses

vise such measures and carry out such
plans as will best accord with the po-
sition and relationship we oceupy to
God, to the world we live in and to
each other.

So far as the prineiples of truth are
concerned they are like the Author of
truth—"'‘the same yesterday, to-day and
for ever.”’

No change has taken place | can root out of the mind these

that uncertainty and doubt that dwell
in the bosoms ofunbelievers, and opens
to the view of the believer visions of
“glury, honor, immortality and eteronal
lives.”” And there is nothing in this
world that can change these feelings,—
no vain philosophy, no political influ-
ence, no combinations of any kind that
princi-

in the programme of the Almighty in | ples of eternal truth which are inspired

regard to his relationship

volve upon men in general
upon us, as the elders of Israel and
representatives of God upon the earth.,
Years ago, when we listened to the
glad tidings which had been again
revealed to man, by the opening of the
heavens and by th® revelations of God,
we rejoiced in the great principles of
irath that were then divulged. The
gospel that we then obeyed brought
peace to our bosoms; for it enlightened
the eyes of our uunderstandings and
gave us a knowledge of our standing

| and blessed.

with men, the | and imglant&d there by the spirit ofthe
duties and responsibilities tkat de-|living N

They are written on the

or | tablets of the heart in characters of

living fire, and they will burn and ex-
tend, while time exists or eternity en-
dures. 5o far then we feel comforted
If others are satisfied
with their views, all right. J7 a man
wants to be a Methodist, Pres!. 'terian,
Roman Catholie, Shaker or Qu - zer, all
right, he can be what he ple ses; but

let me have my religion, [.et me

have principles that will draw aside the
curtain of futurity and introduce me to
those scenes that exist behind the wvall.

with and relation to the Almighty;| Let me, as an immortal being, (know

made us acquainted with the

position | my destiny pertaining to time and

we occupy in relstion to the living and | eternity, and the destiny of my breth-
the dead; opened up a way whereby | ren and friends, and of the earth that I
we might pour blessings on the latter, | live upon; let me have s religion that
and, as ancient patriarchs and ‘servants | will lead me to God, and others may
of God did, by which we could confer | take what they please, it is immaterial

blessings on unborn generations.

That | to me.

I have no quarrel with them.

gospel unfolded unto us some of those | They can have their own ideas and
glorious principles associated with the | carry out their own views, so far as I

present

man., he work in which we are en-

ition and fature destiny of | am concerned, unframmeled, if they

will let me have mine. Let me be

gaged is like the Great Jehovah-—eter- | surrounded with the pnnug‘li- of truth,

nal and unchangeable.
from God and was im

partook of the things of
them unto us. n'flﬂl

It emanated | let me have the favor of Jel
rted to man by | me associate with angels and the
revelation, By obedience to that gos«| vens, and eternity be
pel we received the Hnla(ghut, which | view, and be

and showed | ship with God that He can communi-
at spirit imparted | cate His will to me and I ask no more

ovah, let
hea-
ned fo my

in such a relation-

light,truth and intelligence,which have | of this world. I have no complaint to

be

continued to manifested

pregent time.

Men have their ideas and theories | did not even

to the | make about anybody
chureh of the living God and to all who | complain of the
are faithful in that church up to the | was sent here for a certain

, I don’t even
evil. I Enow that he
urpose,~to
of God, and God

earry out the purp
anish him His presence

and notions, their views of morality, | when the sons of God met together, for
litics, science and philosophy; we | the devil was also among them, and we

ave our ideas in relation to God, to | need not be surprised at anything of | former days did not
nsi- | that kind now. When the Lord ask-|ligion, or the God of the Hebrews.

angels, to eternity and to our res

bility to God and to the world; and |ed him where he came from, said he,

acting upon that faith we go forth in

the name of Israel’s God to accomplish | the earth.”

to and fro in
he do in the

“I came from wanderin
What di

that destiny which God bhas placed in | earth? Not much good and, I pre-

our hands.
things with regard to the earth and the
people who live on it. He has re-
vealed unto His servants, the prophets,
certain things that should transpire in
connection with the world and its in-
habitants, and we are left no longer to
the wild chaos of fleeting thought that
exists everywhere in the world; for
God kas Snmﬂ us under His inspira-
‘tion, given unto us a knowledge of His
law, révealed unto us His purposes,
drawn back the curtain that intervenes
between man and his hmunll]r Father,
and di ed unto us His will, designs

God has decreed certain | sume, all the evil he could.

Aand I
presume it was absolutely necessary
that there should be devils, or there
would not have been any.

Years and yearsago, I preached abroad
among the nations of the earth, and I
see around me here many of my breth-
ren, the elders, whose heads are now as
grey as mine, who did the same. We
preached to many of you who are here
and told you that the world would wax
worse and worse, deceiving and being
deceived. Did we not this doe-
trine? I think we

ten, twen
thi_:rtrnnd forty years ;gn. ’Wn uffci

“"“Yeare our
'Euly Ghost |

‘Wickedness that would exist upon the
earth, thrones would be cast down, em-
pires be demolished and that wars
and bloodshed would exist upon the
face of the earth, and that God would
arise and vex the nations and bring
them to judgment, because of their in-
iquities. Is it anything astonishing
that these words shoulda be fulfillea?
Why,they are the words of truth! They
were spoken by the spirit of revelation,
and were in accordance with the revela-
tions given to ancient men of God, who
spoke as they were moved upon by the
Holy Ghost, and who, while rapt in
prophetic vision, saw and foretold what
should transpire on the earth. God

sisters, Know of the truths of that gos- | revealed the same things to us that He

did to them,

And what other doetrines did you
hear the elders proclaim, my friends?
You heard them proelaim, “Come out
of her, my people.”” Why? ‘‘That yon
partake not of her sins and receive not
of her plagues.” Didn’t you hear that?

| I think you did. Did you hear that

her sins had reached up to heaven and
that God would remember her iniqui-
ties? Yes, you did. Do you believe it
to-day? Yes: you believe just the same

| principles now that you believed then.

Your ideas and views, feelings and

advanced, as people tell us sometimes,

with the intelligence of the age. God

| save me from such intelligence, the

Lord deliver me from their infidelity,
corruption and iniquity, social, moral,
political and” of every kind you can

| mention; and the Lord God deliver

this people from it. I don’t wantit. 1
want to Enow God and the principles of
truth. I want, as an immorial being,
to understand something of my rela-
tionship with the other world, I want
to know how to save the living and to
redeem the dead, and to stand as a
Savior on Mount Zion, and to bring to
pasa the purposes of Jehovah in relation
to this people and the earth whereon
we live. That is what I want to know;
that is the kind of intelligence I am
after. Then, if there is anything else
that we have not got, that is good, vir-
tuous, holy, pure or . intellectual, give
it to us, and we will embrace it; but we
don’t want your corruptiogs, debauch-
eries and erimes,which everywhere pre-
vail, and which are a stench in the
nostrils of God, angels and all good
men; and I would make & prayer here
which I used tohear very often when I
was an Episcopalian: ‘*From all such

theories in these respecis have nutl

things, good Lord deliver ns.” We
want truth, purity, integrity and hon-
esty; we want men who live so that
they dare face any man, or, even God
himself; and to reach this standard is
what we are after, and it is our constant
aim and desire, I was very much
pleased with a song I heard sung yes-
terday. [ don’t know that I can re-
member ', but it was something like
this:

“Hurrah, harrah, for the mountaln brave,
Notrembling serf is he; |

Nor earth, nor hell can him enslave-—
The Gods have set him free,”

There is nothing faltering in the knees
of a man of God, you can’t make him
quail. God is his friend, snd angels
and all good men are his friends. He
is living for time and eternity, and all
isright with him, living or dying.
ell, but don'hynu think some folks
are very bad? I always thoughtso; my
mind is not changed about that, a
ticle. Well, but don’t you think the
folks don’t treat us very well some-
times? I never knew the time they did;
Ineverexpect to be well treated by them.,
I never knew nor read of any men of God
that were well treated by the people of
the worid, and if we were I should not
think we were men of God at all. Why
men who feared God nneiantl?v were
generally the most unpopular of men,
they were considered a kind of fools, or
half crazy, or something the matter
with them., The anlilgjhtaned pagans of
ke either the re-

They thought them a shame and a dis-
grace and that Baal and their gods were
much better. Men of God, in old times,
we are told, had to wander about in
sheepskins and goatskins, and to dwell
in deserts and in dens and caves of the
earth, *“They must have been very
wicked people in those days,’”’ say you;
and they were, and so they are .
There is not much difference, only I
think we are a little better situated, for
we have our good houses and farms and
an extensive territory. We live under
our own vine and fig tree and none can
make us afraid. They think they can,
but they make a mistake; there is no
trembling of the knees here. Fear does
not d here, and if it did a little more
of the principles of that gospel you have
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received would dispel it. I'remember s
kind of shaky-kneed fellow in old times,
and they were in rather a critical posi-
tion. Therelwas some gentiles holding
court there. Oh no, it was not that, I
forgot; it was another affair, an army
was surrounding them, Excuse me for
making the mistake! There was au old
prophet there, rather a rough sert of a
fellow, and very unpopular. His ser-
vant wes a rather shaky-kneed sort of
uhn% was in & tremble and wanted
to Enow what wsas going to be
done. ‘Why,” says the prophet, ““They
are more who are for us than those
who can be against us.” The servant
didn’t understand this exactly, and the
prophet prayed that he might gut a lit-
tle more religion. Said he, O God,
open the young man’s eyes,”” and the
Lord did so, and as soon as his eyes
were opened he saw thousands of the
heavenly hosts surrounding him, snd
sald he, *"T'he chariots of Israel and the
horsemen thereof,”” That inspired him
with confidence and did away with that
trembling in the knee. Now if any of
you should have had a little trembling
of that kind, go to your God, seek for
the spirit of revelation that flows from
him; get hold of the light and intelli-
gence which the Holy Ghost imparts,
and you will ery, ‘““Hosanna, hosanns,
hosanna tothe God of Israel, for He
rules and will rule until He has put all
enemies under his feet,” you will cry
out, ‘Zion shall arise and shine, and
the glory of God shall rest upon her!”
You will cry aloud, *The principles of
eternal truth will triumph, not all the
powers of earth and hell can stay their
progress, for Zion is onward, onward,
onward, until the Kkingdoms of this
world shall become the kingdoms of
our God and his Christ and He will
rule for ever and eveg!”’

If there is nnythi* the matter with
any of you, I don’t think there is much;
but if there is, get a little more religion;
live your religion, seek for the spirit of
revelation, which has led you on to the
present time. If you cling to that it
will lead yon to the portals of efernal
life, Talk about the BSaints of Cod
quailing, pshaw! The work of God is
onward, the kingdom of God is forward,
and all that I have 'to say is, get out of
the way, forthe chariots of Israel are ad-
vancing, the purposes of God are being
unfolded, the work of God will roll
forth, and woe to that man who lifts
his puny arm against it.

But I am not strong in body, rather
feeble in health, and I do not feel that
my bodily strength is sufficient to talk
much longer to this large assembly, I
nave heard men say they know this is
the truth; eodo I. I know that God
has spoken. If nobody else knows om
the earth besides, I Eknow thal the
truths of God have been revealed; I
Enow that the gospel has been restored;
I know that this people will continue
to cleave to the truth, that the Kking-
dom of God will progress, and that by
and by we will shout victory! victory!
victory! now and for ever, worlds with-
out end. May God bless Israel and all
who bless Israel, and let the curse of
God reet upon her enemies, in the name
of Jesus, Amen.

o "

ITEMS FROM THE “STAR,”’—The Milien-
nial Star of the 3rd instant, has the follow-

ing:

i‘.id&r George H, Peterson is released to
return home with the company of Saints
that leave Live 1 October 18,

On account of ill health, Elder Thomas
Woolley is also released to return home
with that mm%ny.

Elder Caleb W, Haws has been appoinfed
to succeed Elder Woolley in the Presidency
of the Sheffield Conference.

It was with great pleasure that we

eeted KElders George W. Thatcher and

o. F. Gibbs, who arrived from Zion on
misgions to this country on Sunday, 1st
inst., per S. 8. Wisconsin.

-

CoAL DiI1scOVERY, &ec.—A letler from
Isaac W. Pierce, dated at Glenwood, Sevier
Co., Oct. 16th, says: ‘'The people here are
}vra ing to put in another crop., The

ndians are peaceable, Wehave had, how-
ever, to keep giving them presenis to
maintain friendly relations with them. We
are yet without a post-office, but hope to
have one soon,

YA very extensive coal bed was lately dis-
covered,a few miles from here, by A, W.
Buchanan and ¥, E., King. It about
three miles in length and from two to four
feet thick, A mm}mny will soon be or-
ganized to develop it. ‘

““N. W. Brimhall has completed hissaw
mill, which is in successful o tion, |
“The bridge across the er River, be-

tween here and Riehfield, is completed.

‘““There is yet plenty of room for good peo-

le who wish to migrate hither and make
or themselves homes.”

— e e e
WeATHER ITEM,~—The highest point
reached by the thermometer to-day was 66,




