422

REMAREKS -
By President B. YOUNG, in the Old

THE DESERET NEWS

of Zion im thelast days.”
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I am thankful that I have the privi-
]e%a of meeting with you; I am thank-
ful for the blessings of this day, and
that I live in this age of the world. The
beginning of this dispensation of the
fulness of times may well be compared
to the eommencement of a temple, the
material of which itis to be built being
gtill scattered, unshaped and unpolish-
ed in a state of ffature. I am thankfal
that the way is being prepared, and that
we have the privilege of erecting a spir-
itual and moral guperstructure—a tem-
pleof God.. I am happy to bea member
of this community; itis my joy, my
delight, to perform the little services
which God has given me ability to do
for the temporal and spiritual welfare
of the children of men, for the establish-
ment of the kingdom of God upon the
learth, and for the bringing forth of His
aws,

We have been gathered to the valleys
of these mountaios for the express pur-

|

a temple built for that purpose. Some
may consider that I am notifying our
common foe in saying this; but it is true,
notwithstanding, and our eommon foe
knows it. 'We must be gituated in local
circumstances wherein we can efficiently
administer in those erdinances of the
house of God, that eannot be adminis-
tered to a people while they are seattered

The apostle John no doubt saw, in
vision by the spirit of revelation, Zion in
her beauty and perfection, and that Zion
would have to be built up by the gath-
ing of God’s people out of Babylon. Un-
der the influence of the same spirit the
Pgalmist exclaims, “Out of Zion, the
perfection of beauty, God hath shined.”’
“*He shall ecall to the heavens from
above, and to the earth, that He may
judge His people. Gather my Saints to- |
gether unto me; those that have made a
covenant with me by sacrifice.”” The

of the same spirit of prophecy, foretold

pose of purifying ourselves, that we
may become polished stones in the
temple of God; for it is written, “Him
that overcometh, will I make a pillar in
the temple of my God, and he shall go
no more out.” Christ is represented as
a living stone, chogen of God and preci-
“ous, and the Apostle represents the
Saints ‘‘as lively stomes, are built up a
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ.”” We * no
more strangers and fereigners, but fel-
low citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God,and are built upon
the foundation of apostles and prophets
Jesus Christ himself being the chie
corner-stone, in whom all the building
fitly framed together, groweth into an
holy temple In the Lord.” Then my
brethren, *‘‘what sagreement hath the
temple of (God with idols? for ye are the
temple of the living God; as God hath
said, I will dwell in them, and walk in
thein, and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people. YWherefore come
out from among them, and be ye sepa-
rate, saith the Lord, and touch:not the
unclean thing; and I will receive you;
and be a father unto you, and ye shall
be my sons and daughters, saith the |
Lord Almighty.”” We are here for the
purpose of establishing the kingdom of
God on the earth. To be prepared for
this work it has been necessary to gather
us out from the natiens and countries of
the world, for if we had remained in
those lands we could not have received
theordinances of the Holy Priesthood of
tﬁe Son of God, which are necessary for
the
to His coming,
The great work of the gatheringin the
last days was plainly seen by the an-
cient prophets and apostles, and the
glory of Zion was portrayed to them by
the Bpirit; bufghe sufferings and labors,
and toils and travels of the Saints to
bring abougthe grand results which they
gsaw they “have mnot particularly des-
cribed, for very likely the minutise were
not revealed to them; still they plainly
saw by the spirit of revelation that the
Saints would be gathered in the last
days to be perfected and sanctified to
become the bride, the Lamb’s wife. I
suppose that the visionsof the Lord and
the revelation of His Spirit given to His
faithful people in former times, relatin
to the Zion of the last days were mue
the same as thiif' are when given to His
people in our days. When we first re-
ceive the spirit of the gospel we receive
great joy therein, great peace and great
satisfaction to our minds; ‘and we are
carried away in the Spirit to behold the
beauties of Zion, and to contemplate the
mysteries of the Kingdom of God. Our
brethren and sisters far away among the
nations, when they received the gospel
and the spirit of revelation came upon
them, delighted to . contemplate the
gathering of the Saints, it was a matter
of joy to them to dream about it and
think about it when they would awake
from their slumbers. They would reflect
upon it through the day, and talk about
it in their prayer meetings, and in their
prayer ‘circles at home; the subject of
gathering to Zion was constantly before
them if they lived so as to enjoy the spir-
it of their religion. This spirit caused
their hearfs constantly to rejoice; it was
not the journey across the sea and across '
the plains that gave them joy, butit ¥as
the contemplation of Zion in its beauty
and ‘ﬁlnry, for they could not see the
troubles and disappointments, perplexi-
ties "Jand vexations they would have to
R_aas‘t]?mugh in gathering to Zion, nor
id they think of the hardships ihiay'

rfeetion of the Saints preparatory | selves to accomplish the w
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that Jesus should die for the nation;
““And,” as John says, “‘not for that na-
tion only, but that also he should gather
together in one the children of God that
were scaftered abroad.”” The gathering
previously foretold is now being aceom-
plished, and wherever the children of
men are, if there are individuals among
them who would delight to be disciples
of the Lord Jesus, forsake sin and sinful
¢ompany and practices, they are called
upon to gather out from the wicked and
assemble themselves together at some

gathered. So the ancients viewed the|g
o |

further
aengﬁ

R

abroad among the nations of the wicked, | nances of the house of God before this

e—

mercy, and in consideration of the
weaknesses of poor hwman nature, and
they pass along unscathed, receiving the
fellowship of their faithful brethren and
sisters with the hope that they will re-
form and learn to live their religion
more faithfully.

It is absolutely neecessary that the
Saints should receive the further ordi-

short existence shall come to a close,
that they may be prepared, and fally
able to pass all the sentinels leading
into the celestial kingdom, and into the
presence of God.
gisters who are scattered abroad must
be gathered to be tried, and then to be
blessed with a preparation for a glori-

1 ﬁceediqg
e.

Our brethren and |

whether they succeed in this kind of
r a8 they have formerly

! _ were to gom 2 |
ordinances of God in the falle: the d would cut therp~ from | The Lord hw-ﬁvealéﬂ His will for
the word legall to the peaple, neith- -hecili' ntichrist, yet we retair th? His servants to take more wives than
er shall we be able to doso until we have [ as m of the Church of t in | one. Our government saysthat a man

shall not have but one wife, though he
may have as many mistresses as he
pleases,he may ruin and destroyasmany
of the. daughters of Eve as he pleases;
but he is forbidden to acknowledge but
one as his wife. The government says

| you shall only have one wife; the Lord

says take unto yourselves wives; and
Baints obey the Lord, and we shall see
who will come off vietdrious. The ordi-
‘nance of sealing must be performed here
‘man to man, and woman to manp, and
children to parents, ete., until thechain
of generation is made perfect in the
sealing ordinances back to fatber Adam;
hence, we have been commanded to

ather ourselves together, to come out

ous reward, This ple will be tried

rom Babylon, and sanctify ourselves,
and build up the Zion of our God, by

more or less while they remain in the | building cities and temples, redeeming
flesh; they may even be called as Abra- | countries from the solitude of nature,

ham of old was to offer up that which is | until the earth is sanctified and prepar-

ready forsaken all and followed Chlirist;
they have left their children, their hus-
bands, their wives, their brothers and
sisters and dear friends,some hoping
again to eee them, and many never ex-

ting to see them again in this life.

| We shall be tried in all things, and the
Lord is now disposed to try us by call-
ing upon us to be of one heart and of

one mind, to submit to be guided and
dictated, governed and controlled b

Him through the constituted aunthori-
ties of His kingdom. We should not
consider this a trial above what we can

place designated by the finger of the
Almighty. This work the Lord com-
menced over thirty years ago, and it is
still progressing; the call is still to His
people among the nations of the earth,
gather out of her my people, be not par-
takers of her sins, lest ye should receive
of her plagues. When the righteous are
thus gathered they will then be pre-
pared for the coming of the Messiab,

It was remarked by Elder Woodruff
that he did not think it would bea hun-
dred years before the Savior will come.

I do not think the Father has yet been
pleased to reveal it to any manupon the
earth, and I do not know that He has re-
vealed it tothe angels. He had not done
so in the days of the Savior, and 1 do
not think that He has yet revealed it.
Whether He comes to-day, to-morrow,
this week, next week, this yvear or next
year, it matters not; we should be pre--
pared for His coming, and this should
satisfy us, .
close application of the requirements of
Heaven to our lives, ﬂﬂd_tﬂlﬂhfy our-
rk which the
Lord has committed into our hands,
How can we perform this work? Can
we do it by every man turning to his
own way, and by following the wvain
imaginations of his own heart? No, we
will all decide at once that we never can
perform this labor without being guided
and directed by the Lord himself,
through the means which it pleases Him
to use to bring about the perfecting of
His people, to prepare them for the
glory which is to follow. I would not
question the truth of the statement that
the people ordered their lives before the
Lord and their neighbors while they
were scattered among the nations more
perfectly than they do here in many
instances; for there they had nothingto
‘try them only the common enemy, and
the finger of scorn pointed at, them by
unbelievers, which made them cling
closer to their God; they had ‘not the
trials to undergo which the Saints have
here. If it is necessary for usto be tried
in all things, then weep not, mourn not
because we are tried, neither let us ob-
ject to the Liord direeting our course in
at path wherein the trials necessary
or our perfection lie Ifit isif aailinﬁ
across the sea in ships, in beingsick an
cast down, in witnessing the sorrow of
our dear friends, in receiving tempta-
tions and trials to which we have before
been strangers; if it is in crossing the
counfry from the United States to this
place, bﬂr railroad, or by ox team, mno
matter how, the Lord leads His people
in this way expressly to give them trials
}rhiﬂh tl:ley h;i?; n_l:; ﬂ:troutl:hbe—
ore, and which it is necessary they
should have. While it is necessary that
we should be tempted and tried, it-isnot
necessary that we shonld give way to
temptation. |
The Latter-day Saints are often drawn
into circumstances that are most peculi-
ar, and sometimes very trying, yetthere
exists no other people on the earth who
"enjoy the privileges and the freedom
that we do, Our laws are often trampled

would have to endure after they were

I wishes to dictate her and

It is no matter about whenlie will come; |

It is our duty to make a |

|

upon with impunity, and the offender

bear. -

Is the wife tried becanse her husband
and wholesome advice?
tried because his bishop wishes to con-
trol him for his good? Your bishop is
very likely doin
advise the members™of his ward for
their best goed. Does he advise you to
do wrong? All the members of that
ward who are full of faith and the pow-
er of God will be of one heart and mind
with their bishop, and will go with
him in all things, and while union con-

the most dear to them ofall earthly ob- | ed for the residenee of God and angels.
high priest Caiaphas under the influence | jects for the gospel’s sake, Somehave al-

~ Our enemies say we shall not do this,
and here will be a trial, as it has been
for a long time past. One of the first
objections that was urged against Joseph
Smith was that he was a money digger;
and now the digging of gold is con-
sidered an honorable and praiseworthy
emglnrment. They are hunting for
gold all over the country, doing the very
thing whicb they condemned in him.
The next fault they found with Joseph
and the Saints was that they werestiring
up the slaves to rebellion against their
masters; and this was published abroad.
Have they not done, and are they not
now doing the very thing for which
they falsely blamed the nts? The

g-[i?ﬁ her good | next secusation was that the Saints
8 somebody | took more wives than one. Whether

they will make one grand sweep of it in
the future, and all conclude to take

the best he can 1o | more wives I cannot say. I wish they

might; I do not, however, wish this for
any private benefit it will be to me or to
God's people, but that they may make
women: honerable wives whom they
now destroy, and conduet themselves
more like human beings who bear the
image of God than they now do before

tinues in the Lord He will cause every | Him. ' It is/for their own sakes that I

move they make to eulminate for the

| greatest good to that people and the

cause of truth. ' If a bishop

wish this, and for the sake of the un-
fortunate females whom they outrage.

counsels the :
people of his ward toswear, shall they ‘E;ﬁgl&i like you to behold your little,

sisters and daughters here

swear? Wo. If he counsels them to | {hrowing thewaselves in the way of the

steal, shall they steal? No.
counsels them to lie and bear false wit-
ness, ehall they do these wrongs? No.
If he teaches to break the Sabbath,

If he | Gentiles.

Any Mormon brother or
father who can suffer this to goon with-
out reproof or advice, must be ignorant
of the consequences. The Lord says to

shall they break the sabbath? No. If|{hegons of Israel, take the daughters of
a bishop or any other officer in this | Tsriiel to wife and make them honora-

church shall counsel the ple to vio-
late any of the laws of Ged, and fo sus-

tain and buildjup the kingdoms of this |

world, I will ﬁuatify them, and the Lord
will justify them in refusing to obey
that counsel. But if they counsel you
to do right, which they do, take their
counsel. Instead of supporting anti-
christ we have agreed to give our lime,
our talent, our substance, our all, for
t{;lfd building up of the Kkingdom of

Do right, and yon will be fried all
gﬂu wish to bear, and if you overcome,

eing made fect through suffering,
your reward will be eternal life in the
kingdom of God, Do wrong, and con-
tinue in wrong doing, and you will have
trials more than you can bear, and be
damned at last. hen we receive chas-
tisement let us not be discouraged, but
be more faithful, enduring temptation,
hardship and pesplexity, trusting in
God, and walking in the light of His
countenance day by day and hour by
hour. By pursuing this course our life
will be a cheerful and happy one even
in the midst of severe trials. We have
now some little trial to endure, but not
much: We are part of a great nation,
it has been one of the happiest and best
nations that has ever existed with re-
gard to liberty, the greatness of its in-
stitutions and the land which it occu-
pies. The Lord says let my servants
and handmaidens be sealed, and let
their children be sealed. This great
and happy government under which we
have lived so long says, we shall not

ble, and let them mmultiply and replen-
ish the earth, and fill up the measure of
their creation, that their names may be
had in honorable remembrance to the
latest generation on earth andin eter-
nity. BSupposing that the Latter-day
| Saints had possessed the City of New
York for the last twenty years, as they
have these valleys of Utah, and the
young women of that city from sixfeen
years of age to twenty-omte had been in
the hands of Mormon Elders as wives,
how many would have now been living
and honorable thers of & bright, in-
telligent and vigorous race of men and
women, that have met an untimely

rave, husbandless,childless, friendless,

isgraced and forgotten? Under such
circumstances there would have been
now living in honor, according to
moderate caleulation, from two to four
hundred thousand females, whose filthy
andeorrupted remainsarenow mingling
with the dust of that sinful ecity.

This is a wasteof life. "Who will be
answerable to God in the day of judg-
ment for such acts? The voice of the
Lord is gather out from her, my people,
that ye partake not of hersins nor of her
pla(.lgues, and build temples to My name,
and seal up My sons and daughters to
eternal life, to prepare them for My
coming, for ‘““the hour is not yet, but is
nigh at hand, when peace shall be faken
from the earth, and the devil ghall have
nger over his own dominion; and also

¢ Lord shall have power over His

Saints and shall reign in their midst, and
shall come down in judgment upon Idu-

perform the ordinance of sealing. This | mea, or theworld.” For, behold, the days

may be a small trial to us for

mo- | are coming in the whic

they shall say,

ment. We shall see who will conquer, | ‘*blessed are the barren, and the wombs
whether God will have His way in | that never bore, and the paps that never

making manifest His pu and bav-

| rposes a1
{ ing them fulfilled, or whetherthe wick-
ed will have their way. They have had | hi
coee:ied may times in|ina
overeoming the Saints and destroying | dr

it, and have su

them to that degree, cansing them to
nfoatstlm and
t n?t the pries
amo

gﬂa' suck. Then shall they begin fo say
the mountains, fall on z and to the

coverus. Forifthey' ihese things
'greentree, what shall be done in the
?"  Devouring flames have already
pken hold of the tree, and  the

utting them to death, | hand of God in judgment is beginnin
hood was taken from | to be felt ﬁ
ng the children of men; but thisis | be upon

| ud
‘?'.u"? nation and goon wi
all nations under heaven. Who

the last dispensation, and we shall see ! will acknowledge the hand of God in



