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it iais nownow ia considerable time gincesince we had
anything9 from the seat of wiwarr thethi following
iaIs ipg
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THE march
th entire column numberingnumberingaa little less

thanthad men left Barbarberiobarberyberisberlo at 7
saturday morning and proceeded on the main
road toward lake city I1 am confident the
force did not exceed the number stated farj
am assured by aaan aide d camp to gen sey-
mour that rations were drawn that morning
for not quite the forward movemovementmerkmerA
was made suddenly on0n friday it was not
supposed bybv the commanding officersceriiceris not
including gen seymour that an advance

ta would be made for some days thence with
i thitthat conviction the ofofficers and men hadbad built

themselves log hutsbuts and provided such con-
veniences available in that section as would
insure a fair share oeof comfort some time
duvinduring the night gen seymour received infor-
mationmationn at0 the whereabouts and plans
which led him to believe that by pushing
rapidly forward his column he would be able
to defeat the enemas designsdesignss and secure im

military advantages whatever that
information may have been the events of
saturday would indicate that it was by no
meansmeats reliable or that gen seymour acted
upon it with too much habtebaste we allal know
that gen sevsexsemourmour iaa not a man to hesitate in
his actions when an opportunity offers for a
possible successBuc cess he is one of the class that
believes he has a chance of winning and a
chance of losing and that success would never
be obtainedbt if hebe rested on the bend
of the little south fork he means it shall
never be said of the army that he commands
that it I1ia all quiet on tiletoe line of bomesome iverlivert
gensegen seymoure ir dedeserves1 e rves credit for his ambition
and dadashbrolsrolIElf be bhada d alloaalloweded himself to rest
hisbis command at barbers for a month or six
weekweeks a without making a si gle tillit to en-
gage theth enemy and gain advantage behe woudwould
fihavehaceve been the butt for censure not only fromarora
the army here but the people at home we
take the ground that gen belmeur diddia what
nearly every one before the engagement said
be should do itheII11 he hadbad achieved a victory it
would have been aaas everybody predictedpredicteds and
his name would have been mentioned with
praise now he has bufferedsufferedred a repulse hebe
will of course be looked upon by borne as
having too much rashness to prosecute a cam-
paign and for that reason bear whole
loads of censure although the result of the
fight was not favorable to ususi it does not alter
ththee fact that we have a man in the depart-
ment of the south who has pluck enough to
meet the enemy regardless of its strength
more than half way give him battle and take
the legitimate chances of success

the place at which the fight occurred iaIs on
theuhe line oeof the florida central railroadrailroads forty
five milesmilea from jacksonville and within fifteen
miles of lake city the nearest station to
the ground is called olustee which iaIs about
toreeabree milesmi es further up toward lake city
the nearest station in the opposite direction
iais Sandsandersonersonereon six miles distant farm the battle-
field on the march from Barbarbergbarbersberys our
troops passed through sandersonSand erboneiBon at about
noon at thisthia place they did not haltharbutbut
pushed forward toward olustee tilethe point at
which gen seymour believed hebe should meet
the enemy but instead of coming in contact
rithsithmith the enemy at OlusolusteeOl seelee the meeting took
placeaice three miles this side 11soa our troops were
not so wellweli prepared for bittlebattle as they woud
have been ifit olustee bad been the battlefieldbattle field
our column moved forward in regular order
the cavalry in the advance and the artillery
distributed along the lineune of infantry it may
be offered as an objection that the column was
without flankers the only source through
which any intimation of the presence
could be received was the advance cavalry
guard it would certainly be called a military
failingfalling to move a column of troops without
the proper flaflankersakers through any portion of the

country even itif pospoa tive
hadbad ben obtained that the enemy himself was
a longiong distance off the road frfri m barberbarbera to
lake city lies parallel1 with the railroad
crossingcrossinfr it at intervals on an average of five
miles it was at one of these crossingcrosing points
that the fight was commenced the head of
the column reached this point at 2 pm the
mmngn had not rested from the time they left
bartersbailersbarBai51verb at 7 am theth usual halt of0 a few
manottiin everyvery hour was of course observed
but we canotbanot say the troops fairly rested
neither bad thytwy tasted of a mouthful of food
thusthug after a tedtedorafoils marchmatch of sixteen mileomilt
over a road of loebie sandband or boggy turf or
covered knee deep avith muddy water the
troops weary extexhaustedaustersaust edieds taint hungry and
ill conditioned were budasudasuddenlyenlyeniy attacked byaby a
large force of the enemy who baihad concealed
himself behind a thick wood waiting with
complacent satisfaction the entry otof our mennen
intoinfo his ambush very much after the manner
that the spider would have the fly walk into
hisbis parlor before reaching the battlebattie grgroundoun a
col henry withavith hishia cavalry of the indepen-
dent massachusetts battalion and thetb fortieth
massachusetts M anted infantry came upon
a party of five mounted rebels who were
stationed behind an old deserted mill a I1littlelit
to the left of the wood A few shots were ex-
changed and then the rebels fled in the direc-

ts tion of their main force capt lalanLaou dobsddonsons
jjIiiliibatterylattery of regular artillery was with henrys

at abithe mill col henry baitedhalted until

brigade of0 infantry and hamiltons i

regular battery bad come up I1 will nonoww
attempt to giveave some idea of the order in
which our troops came into line and the char
acter and prprogressoreas of the j

BATTLE
with the view of meeting the en

pickettp three miles in advance of the milli
I1

two companies of the ath connecticut regi
ment were deployed on the left of the railrall 1

road while three companiescompa were left at the
mill forthefor thetha purpose of supporting the artillery
A small force of cavalry was sent to skirmish
on the right of the railroad our skirmishers
hadbad not advanced a hundred yards when they j

discovered those of the enemy directly in
ther front the result was a brisk fire on
hothboth sides which ended by the fall-
ingin back on a second line of skirmishers our j

mnmer continued to drive theth rebels back some-
times on tilevae right and sometimes on ttethethe left
0of the railroadrailroads but on the left
while this waswaa going on two companies of
the massachusettsmas were ordered to the
left with a view of outflankingnki ng the enemy a
skirmishers in endeavoring to carry out
that order abethe aoth camecame upon
a heavyavy line of skirmishers and were corn-ilepelpei tto0 withdrawA to their original position
capt elder of thehe first artillery in order to i

ascettaascertaink in thetha force and position
brought one ccfof his pieces inointoido battery on the
light and fired one shot but it did not draw a
reply illethe seventh new hampshire regi-
ment in connection with the seventh connec-
ticut was then sent forward to the right and
itf possible to break through the enemas line
this moverrent broubroughtht on hot firingsfiring and it
uwaswagas evident that an engagement was near at
landhand at this time our force on the field
consisted of the seventh new hampshire
thebe seventh connecticut the independent
battalion of the cavalry the
fortieth massachusetts mounted infantry
the eighth united states colored elders
battery of four and hamiltons of six pipiecesaces
the remainder of the column halad on the
road while cur men were at work on the
right col henry in person went over tolo the
leftleel to reconnoitreeco and much to his astonish-
menttoin t d Iscovered that the right lapped
on our left toiatola was pottedreportedre to gen sey-
mours

sey-
mour whwho immediately gave orders for the
advance troopsalps and batteries to acme into
position the enemy watched the movements
wlwithtb an eeagerergerger eye and thetha moment hamilton
commenced un limbering hisbis pieces bibbis battery
was subjected to a gabingpaingain nr fire of musketry
A number of men and several horbeshorses wreworew re shot
before he could get ready to fire one round
the fact that the enemy had a force far su-
periorbrior in point of numbers to our own gasnowwabwas nowEbeyond all dispute the firing became heavier
and more destructive aaas each moment advan-
ced the railroad as it nears olustee takes
a bend andind behind this bend the rebels hadbad
taken theirr position in the woods at the
rear were their andarid reserves weV i

lladbad not a moment to lorelose our men were
within one hundred yards of theabe enemy and
the only ihirg that could be done was tto fight
to retreat at that time was impossible for
the road was filled with troops coming up and
the woods on either side would not admit of
passage on the flank by dindint of efforteffArtp capt
langdon succeeded in getting hisbis four guns in
battery on the extreme left but not until hebe
hadbad lost about five or bixsixBIX men and about the
same number of horses it must be borne in
minamind ourOUT batteriesbattbalt erUaerwa were within one hundred
yards of the front this short disdisi 1

tance renderedrendgredCredreil itait a very easy task foitoi
to pick offaorfoff a man or a horse at every discharge
of their rifled at the commencement of the
finightfightht the eighth united states colored troops
were hamiltons battery but when
their asalasaiassistancestancestanca was really indispensable by
somerome strange order they filedfied to the right in
rear of the battery for thetile purpose of joining
their right on the left of the seventh connec-
ticut at that particular time the movement
was decidedly an error for by carrying it
out left hamiltons battery unsupported in
an attempt to enfilade the enemy on hisbla right
hamilton moved forward four pieces but
before hebe got into position the rebels on that
portion of their line hadbad concentrated all their
fire upon him and thetha eleighthetith 17 S who had
againazlin come up to uabis support in twentyy
minuteminutes3 timelimp hamilton lost 44 men killedkilled
and wounded and 40 borses the eighth alsaisatsoalso0
suffered severely at no one jancjunctureture of tbthethae
engagement wadwaa the hirefire of theibe enemy more
severe than at the time hamilton attempted
his e filide movement hamilton knew eryvery
well his pieces were in edgreatreat danger of being i

captured and he also haddad sense enough to
know that by taking them to the rear it would
instantly cause a panic among the infantry
and so inevitably lose the day for us the
behavior of capt HaHamilthamiltonmiltencn at this critical
period of the battle was worthy of special
ante and I1 sincerely believe that it was ow-
ing mainly to hhisbis persistent efforts that the
portion otat our ahehe at hisbis battery was not
broken and scattered in confusion liehe hadbad
not only bigbis pieces to command but his infan-
try supports to keep from leaving the field
it waswaawabunin the midst of this destructive fire of
thehe enemy and while capt hammond was
urgingjurging the infantry to maintain their line and
at the same time giving orders to his battery
he wawas astruck in the arm by a musket ball
and shortlyy aftafterir was aagain hitbit in the thigh

j to adiada to bethe misfortune all at0 his officers
fofourour in were wounded colcoi chas
Wwt fribleyala otof the eighth united statastate was
1alsaalsoI rnmortallyay wounded on this portportioniorii of the
field heile did not cceaseceabeeakeease fortor a moment to en-
courage and railrallrallyraily hiabla benjmeimel and by bislis gallant
bebabehabehaviorvior proved himself to utb an cimerofficer of ilg

ordinary merit capt hamilton11amilton kept hishisbis
pieces aatt wworkork until it was evident it wouldniecesbee sure losaloaaossass to fire another round and then
gave orders to withdraw them horses were
attached to only four ztpieceaces the horses to the
other two had been shot consequently two
gunspuns fell into possession of the enemy on
the righttight of HahamltonhamitonHam milonlloniloniton the savenh connecti-
cut and the seventh new hampshire were
doing fearfultearful execution the seventh con-
necticut especially were standing their ground
with marked valor every volley from their I1

guns told splendidly on the rebel line but
between the two forces a wide difference ex-
isted the rebels outnumbered us five to one
this crushing superiority gave the two regi 1

ments little chance for victory after losing
one fourth of their number thethey were com- i

belled to retire to the rear att the sabamesame
moment col Barbartonstonys brigade the
and new yerkyork regiments ooktook the field
coming up in line en echelon on the right
was elders battery and on the left lang-
dondonidohii and one section of the ad rhrhodedi island
the eneyenemy hadbad tourfour pieces of artartillerylveryiVery onoil
a railroadballma car he bad mounted a heavy gunguns
susupposedBup posed to be a 32 and with this he
keptept up r farefatenienabutbuk not asba-
the shells passed over the heads of our men
theretherbterbere can be no doubt concerning tb e fig
qualitiesai tie off bartons brigade ui03 this occa-
sion they fought like tigers but the same
ddifficulty which opposed harleyshawleysHawleybleys brigade 11

ppresented itself to them viz the mass of the
enemy the last regiments to enter the field
were the first north carolina and fifty
fourth massachusetts colored otof
go brigade theythel took a bold position
at the front and maintained their ground with
commendable pertinacity for three and a
half successive hours did our brave regiments
combat thetile enemy before them the inavaniastan

I1

cosof personal daring that occurred in the
meantime are numerous never before did
the troops in this department have such an
opportunity for displaying their vatvalbaorlor and on 1

no pprevious occasion have they exhibited such
a high degree of bravery itif the enemy badhad
prepresentedI1 anted an equal force with our own or even
if I1itt had been only double no doubt could have
been felt as to the final greult otat the contest
As it was the enemy resisted us with a force

i 1in 1101pointrituit otof warnbers three times that of our
I1
j own which taken tortoggethertogether with methe rcircumcircum
I11 stances of the long and tedious marchmatch and tbthee
ill condition of the men it would be hardly
rareasonablee to suppose that success waroud0uld be
on our siseside the effect of our fire both
musketry and artillery waa fearfultearful at everyevery
discharge down went a body of rebels the
gallant elder on the right and the dashing
langdon on the left made an impression onoil
the rebel lines that will go far to off set the
misfortune that ultimately overovertookovercooltool us the
fight was by no means a trivial erletiencountercounter it
was a battle hotly contested fought at closscloas

i rangeranges face to face and toot to foot the
commancommandingAingding officers of the various regiments
are entitled lo10 umimitta clecrecreditait lotloi jibilurlt betsoi
manner in which they led their men at the
acme of the battle colonel sammonssummons of the
oaeone hundred and fifteenth new york was
struck in the and was in consequence
compelled to leave the field his horseborse was
shot from underwider him col moore of the
portyforty seventh new york was also wounded
a ball striking bishis hand and passing out at hisbis
elbow col barton hathad his coat merced in
several placeplaces and his horse shot col henry
hadbad three horses shot but himself escaped in
a most miraculous manner marshal
gegeneralnerahera I cfall hadbad a horse shot from under
him anaand as for himself nm one wouldwoold t alieve
it wouldI1 be possible torfor to akala pass through
what hebe did on that day andanil comecocab out un-
scathedscathed liedl jacksonJackbonaon of gen Seymoseymoursurla
staff hadbad two boraas shot ISit space would
permit I1 might fill a column of just oueuhsuh h narcar
row escapedescapes as i thase

gen seymour ia as not away from the ground
for an instant at first on the right and then
on the left he seemed to be everywhere atone
and the same hlahia aim was appar-
ently to be in the thickest of the fiba and at
the front of bishis troops

at 5 p a the fire slackened on both sides
on ours in consequence of the ammunition
giving out and on the enemyen ys because we dmdid
not press him A demonstration by the rebels
to capture langgonsLangdonsdona battery at about the
middle stage of the fightfights was prevented by
langdon who paired into their line a quick
and deadly fire but in coming from the field
hebe was to leave to the enemy tarrthreee
of his pieces not because the enemy charged
upon them but for the reason that he did not
have horses to draw them off at balfhalf patpatt
five the firing bad ceaceasedseiiseil the cessa-
tion was onoil both sides we
held our ground till seven andantani ahn
the ororderde r came from gen seymour to bradu
ally

RETREAT
the retreat was conducted leisurely and or-

derly therethere was no confusion no 1panicnic
nothing that indicated hurryburry colonel henry
with hlahia cavalry brought up the tearrear at
three sandayy morningmornine our troops
were at barbers the enemy followed close-
ly but did not pressis A fw of their cavalry
onyonlybuibukkeptept wellwel up to the rear of henrys col-
umn at barberlp our men rested till 9 a in
and then again took up the line of retreat
reaching baldwin at about 3 pmp n they hal-
ted here for a short time aanddd then went on to-
ward jacksonville arriving at the campincamping
ground bixsix miles out on monday afternoon
on the way down many of the poor fellows
could hardly drag one foot after the other

OUR LOSSLOEB

estimate our lotslislib is asall unpleasant

task but nevertheless one which must be
performed in giving the record of the days
eventseve hatsfats in killed vvo dilden and missingbalaam I1
give the number at one thousand two hundred
all our killed and the severely wounded that
is those who were unable to walk fromfroia the
field unassisted fell into the hands of the
enemy last night at 12 about five
bundredhundred of the wounded had been conveyed to
jacksonville their names are embraced in
the list bf casualties which I1 present in anoth-
er portion of this letter at that time about

wounded were on the way but did not
reach jacksonville in season for me to get
their names so as to send on by this mail
the surgeons estimate wounded to have
been left on the field the proportion of
killed to 1000 wounded is that usually allowed
this would make the aggregate of 1200

we also left on the field five kuns and not a
small number of small arms the road
from BarBarberbarbereberlsberlo8 to baldwin was strewn
with guns knapsacksknapbackasacka and blankets

at a station on the railroad between bar
bers andano baldwin we burnt a building con-
taining 2000 barrels of turpentine this we
might havehate got away several days previous
hadhaa transportation been accessible we aisoalso
burnt a trestle bridge enon the railroad not far
iromfrom barbersbarberBardarbersbels at baldwin we burnt a large
supply of commissary stores knapeknapsacksacks and
officersa baggage the wagons used to trans-
port these ththingsnga to the army were filled on the
retreat with the wounded

tueTHE LOSS

it is cust mary to make the list at0
casualties equal to our own in this instance
I1 believe I1 can follow the rule and be not very
far from the tru it when we consider that
the enemy hadbad but forrorfour or five and we sixteen
pieces of artillery inn position it lais not diff-
icult to believe we inflicted upon him quite aaas
much in iurylury as he upon us the fact that be
did not follow rapidly is significant of the im-
mense damage be sustained

tacar the favor with which the
corsican brothers was received on a former
occasion induces the management to again
present it this evening followed by the popu-
lar vaudeville thetha loan of a lover in which
mrsurs irwin appears aaas gertrude there will
no doubt be a biriefile house the put on 0of
the corsicancorsCore ican brothers and the fine tableaux
and mechanical effects reflect the highest
credit upon the manamanswanamanagementgement we saw no

I1

person who was not tullyfully gratifiedgrat ifred when it
was before presented the vaudevilleVauderille iais new
and sparkling

dadlesladizs we are pleased
to notice the announcement of a compliment-
ary benefit to the ladies of the association encn
saturday eveningsevening on which occasion will be

I1 presented tolfor the firsfirstt timetims in this territory
great irishlish dramadramas colleen

bawn from the favortavor withwitia which this
drama has been received in new york and
londonLandon andarid its long continuance on the
boardboardsa of the theatre where it waswaa originally
presentedpresentepresen tedteJ1 we expect that it will be the best
sensationsensbensaionalion pice ofat the present season wowe
havebare been expectexpectingim0 colleen bawn for a long

t time and we have nolo doubt itsita production will
be aaas tultui aaan the pubicpublio can wish the
beneficiariesbenefi ciaresclares areafe highly respected by the com

I1

impunity and have labored longiongon 91 and arduously
for the establishment of the drama and we
have no doubt that the public will testify in
a substantial manner itsita appreciation of theintheir
efforts

THE SNOW storm A very becom snow
bormstorm passed over this vallevalievalleyvaileyy on saturday last
which refreshened the parched ground ardand
made glad the hearts of the people the
weather since has been very pleasant betatbut at
this ining is not very settled more snow
will do nuno hurt but that which fell on satur-
day without more will be at0 incalculable
benefit to the fifieldaidalda and gardens

i

GOK THETUB david
of mount pleasant favors us with a fewtew items
at0 newanews ftaiomam sun pete everything speaks
well for hothe enterprising laborers under the
direction otof prest orbonorson hydellyde thetile pionepioplo nearaneoraorsers
for the sevier were goinggain along merrily and
the prospects of permanent and beneficial ex
tensions were very encouraging nightright
labor laIs wealth and industry the fistfi st virtue
viatvintwithouthoutbout them poverty and crime gogoaa hea
aud god bless our labors

tueTHE FIRST norn among the noticesnoti cesoot
keepingkeep ipg the commandment in to daysdaya
papaperperpen we observe the claim for one of0 the fair
ones that she was the first born of israel
in the mountains over a year aago0 thore
waswag a similar clclaima i in made in good faithfalth but
we think the records award the honors to the
present claimant born augestaugust oth 1947

how time tileeflits israel has reasonreavon ta atb

eraGragratedgrajewteWted


