Marcu 80, 1864.)

THE REPULSE IN FLORIDA.

A FULL ACCOUNT OF THE LATE BATTLE.

It is now a considerable time since we had
anything from the seat of war; the following

is interesting:
{Correspondence of the New York Times. ]

JAacksoxvizee, Fra., Monday, Feb. 22,

THE MARCH.

The entire column. numbering a little less
than 5000 men, left Barber’s at 7 o’clock
Saturday morning, and proceeded on the main
road toward Lake City. I am confident the
force did net exceed the number stated, for I
am assured by an aide-d°-camp to Gen, Sey-
mour, that rations were drawnthat morning
for not quite 5000, The forward movement
was made suddenly. On Friday it was not
supposed by the commanding officers—not
including Gen. Seymour—that an advance
would be made for some days thence. With
that conviction, the officers and men had built
themselves log huts, and provided such con-
veniences available im that section as would
ingure a fair share of comfort. Some time

THE DESERET NEWS.

Hawley’s brigade of infantry and Hamilton's
regular battery had come up. 1will now
attempt to give some idea of the order in
which our troops came into line, and the char-
acter and progress of the 2

BATTLE.

With the view of meeting the encmy’s
pickets, three miles in advance of the mill,
two companies of the 7th Connecticut Regi-
ment were deployed on the left of the rail-
road, while three companies were left at the
mill, for the purpose of supporting the artillery.
A small force of cavalry was sent to gkirmish
on the right of the railroad. Ourskirmishers
bad not advanced a hundred yards when they
discovered those of the enemy directly in
ther front. The result was a brisk fire on
both sides, which ended by the enemy’s fall-
ing back on a second lipe of skirmishers. Our
men continued to drive the rebels back, some-
times on the right and sometimes on the left
of the railroad, but particular'y on the left.
While this was going on, two companies of
the 40th Massachusetts were ordered to the
left, with a view of outflanking the enemy’s
skirmishers. In ‘endeavoring to carry out
that order, the 40th Massachusetts eame upon

during the night Gen. Seymour received infor-'2 heavy line of skirmishers and were com-

mation of the enemy’s whereabouts and plans,

pel'ed to withdraw to their original position.

which led him to believe that by pushing Capt. Elder of the First Artillery, in order to

rapidly forward bis co'umn, he would be able
to defeat the enemy’s designs, and secure im-
portant military advantages. Whatever that
information may have been, the etents of
Saturday would indicate thatit was by no |
mears reliable, or that Gen Seymour acted
upon it with too munch haste. We a'l know
that Gen. Seymour is not a man to hesitate in |
his actions when an opportunity offers for a

osstb'e guccess. He is one of the class that

elieves he has a chance of winninz and a
chance of losing, and that success would never
be obtained if Dhe rested quiet'y on the bend
of the little South Fork. He means it shall
never be said of the army that he commands
that it is all gquieton the line of some iiver.
Gen. Seymour deserves eredit for his ambition
and dau{. If he had allowed himself to rest
his command at Barber’s for a month or six
weeks. without makiong a sirgle effort to en-
gage the enemy and gain advantage, he wou'd
have been the butt for censure, not only from
the army here, but the people at home. We
take the ground that Gen. Seymeur did what
nearly every one, before the engagement, said
he should do. If he had achieved a victory, it
would have been as everybody predicted, and
his name would have been mentioned with
praigse. Now he has suflered a repulse, he
will, of course, be looked upon by some as
having too much rashness to prosecute a cam-
paign, and for that reason must bear whole
joads of censure. Although the result of the
fight was not favorable to us, it does not alter
the fact that we have a man in the Depart-
ment of the South, who has pluck enough to
meet the enemy, regardless of ita strength, |
more than half way; give him battle, and take
the legitimate charnces of success.

The place at which the fizht occurred ia on
the line of the Florida Centra! Railroad, forty-
five miles from Jacksonville, and within fifteen
miles of Lake City. The nearest station to
the ground iz called Olustee, which is about
three miles further up toward Lake City.

'ascertain tbke enemy’s force and

‘the Eighth United States Colored, Elder’
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position,
brought one cf his pieces into battery on the
right and fired one shot, but it did not draw a
reply. The Seventh New Hampshire Regi-
ment, in connection with the Seventh Connec-
ticut, was then sent forward to the right and
if possible to break through the enemy’s line.
This movement brought on hot firing, and it
was evident that an engagement was near at
hand. At this time our force on the field
congisted of the Sevesth New Hampshire,
the Seventh Connecticut, the Independent
Battalion of the Massachusets Cavalry, the
Yortieth Massachusetts Mounted Infantry

I

B
Battery of four and Hamilton’s of six pieces.
The remainder of the column haltsd on the
road. While cur men were at work on the
right, Col. Henry, in person, went over Yo the
lefi to reconnitre, and much to his astonish-
ment discovered that the enemy’s right lapped

| fourth Massachusetts

S

~ordinary merit,

- be sure loss to fire another round, and then
gave orders to withdraw them. Horses were

attached to only four pieces; the hiorses to the |

t other two had been shot, consequently two
- guns fell into possesgion of the enmemy., On
 the right of Hamil'on the Seven'h Conneeti-
I cut and the Seventh New Hampshire were

doing fearful execution. The Seventh Con-
} necticut especially were standing their ground

with marked valor. Every volley from their'
guns told splendidiy on the rebel line. But
between the two forces a wide difference ex-
isted—the rebels outpumbered us five to one.
. This crushing superiority gave the two regi- |
ments little chance for victory. After losing
one-fourth of their number they were com-
. pelled to retire to the rear, At the same.
' moment Col. Barton’s brigade, the 47th, 48th |
and 115th New Yerk regiments took the field,’
coming up in line en echelon. On the right
was Elder’s Battery, and on the left Lang-

|

' don’s and one section of the 3d Rhrde Island.

The enemy had four pieces of artillery. 0o
a railroad car he bad mounted a heavy gun,
\ supposed to be a 32-pounder, and with this he
kept up a regular fire, bu' not destructive, as
| the shells passed over the heads of our men,
| There can be no doubt concerning the fighting
' qualities of Barton’s brigade. ©O1 this occa-
sion they fought like tigers, but the pame
difficulty which opposed Hawley's brigade,’
presented itself to them, viz., the mass of the
enemy. The last regiments to enter the field
'were the F.urst Norlh Carolina, and Fifty-
(colored), of Mont-
gomery’s brigade. They took a bold position
at the front, and maintained their ground with
commendable pertinacity. For three and a
ha!f successive hours did our brave regiments
combat the enemy before them.
‘i cea“of personal daring that occured in the
j meantime are numerous. Never before did
| the troops in this Department have such an
opportunity for displaying their va'or, and on_
| no previous occasion bave they exhibited such |

i

The instan- P
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Capt. Hamilton kept his!/task, but, nevertheless, one which must b
ieces at work until it was evident it would '

performed in giving the record of the day’s
events. In killed, wounded and missing, I
give the number at one thousand two hundred.
All our killed and the severely wounded, that
18, those who were unable to walk from the
field, unassisted, fell into the hands of the
enemy. Last night at 12 o’clock, about five
bundred of the wounded had been conveyed to
Jacksonville. Their names are embraced in

the list of casualties which I present inanoth-

er portion of this letter. At that time about
200 wounded were -on the way, but did not

‘reach Jacksonville in season for me to get
their names so as to send on by this mail.
The surgeons estimate 300 wounded to have

been left on the field. The proportion of 200

‘killed to 1000 woun-ed is that usually allowed.

This would make the aggregate of 1200.
We also Jeft on the field five guns, and not 2

small number of small arms. The road
from Barber’s to Baldwin, was strewn
with guns, knapsacks and blankets.

At a station on the railroad between Bar-
ber’'s and Baldwin we burnt a building con-
taining 2000 barrels of turpentine. This we
micht have got away several days previous
had transportation been accessible. We also
burnt a trestle bridge on the raiiroad not far
from Barber’s. At Baldwin we burnt alarge
supplv of commissary stores, knapsacks and
officer’s baggage. The wagons used to trans-
port these things to the army were filled on the
retreat with the wounded.

THE ENEMY’s Loss,

It is cust~mary to make the enemy’s list of
casnaities equal to our own. In this instance
I believe I can follow the rule, and be not very
far from the tru h. When we consider that
the enemy had but four or five, and we sixteen
ieces of artillery,-*m position, it is not diffi-
cult to believe we inflicted upon him qnite as
much injury as he upon us. The faet that he
did not follow rapidly is significant of the im-
mense damage be sustained.
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a high degree of bravery. If the enemy had| o ' o .
presented an equal force with our own, or e-.ren‘ HEATRICAL—The favor with which the

if 1t had been only double, no doubt could have C"“i'_:““ _Bmth’” was received on a former
been feit as to the final result of the contest, occasion induces the management to again

on our left, "This was reported to Gen, Sey-
mour, who immediately gave orders for the
advance troops and batteries to ecme into
osition. The enemy watched the movements
with an eager eye, and the moment Hamilton
commenced unlimbering his picces his battery
was subjected to a galling fire of musketry,
A number of men and several horses w+re shot
before he could get ready to fire one round.
The fact that the enemy had a forece far su-
erior in point of numbers to our own wasnow
eyond all dispute, The firing became heavier
and more destructive as each moment advan-
ced. The railroad as it nears Olustee takes
a bend, and behind this bend the rebels had
taken their position. In the woods at the
rear were \heir supportera and reserves.
bad not a moment to loze. QOur men were
within one hundred yards of the enemy, and
the only thirg that could be done was to fight,
To retreat at that time was impossible, for
the road was filled with troops coming up, and
the woods on either side would not admit of
ssage on the flapk. By din! of effort, Capt.

The nearest station in the oppcsite direction
is Sanderson, gix miles distant frem the battle-
field. On the march from Barber’s, our
troops passed throngh Sanderson at about
noon. At this place they did not halt, but
pushed forward toward Olustee, the point at
which Gen. Seymour believed he should meet
"the enemy. But instead of coming in contact
with the enemy at Olus‘ee, the meeting took
place three miles this side, 80 our trocps were
not so well prepared for battle as they won'd
have been if Olustee bad been the battle-field.
Our column moved forward in regular order,
the cavalry in the advance, and the artillery
distributed along the line of infantiy. Itmay
be offered as an objection that the column was
without flankers., The only source through
which any intimation of the enemy’s presence
could be received was the advance cavalry
guard. It would certainly be called a military
failing to move a column of troops without
the proper flankers through any portion of the
enemy’s couniry, even if pos tive inforination
had besn obtaiuved that the enemy himself was
a lJong distance off. Theroad frem Barber’sto
Lake City lies parallel with the railroad,
crossing it at intervals on an average of five
miles. It was at one of these croasing-points
that the fight was commenced. The head of
the column reached this point at 2 p.m. The
men had not rested from lhe time they Jeft
Barber’s, at 7a.m. The usual halt of a few
minutes every
but we c#not say the troops fairly rested.
Neither bad they tasted of a mouthful of food.
Thus, after a tedions march of sixteen miles,
over a road of loese sand, or boggy turf, or
covered Kknee-deep with muddy water, the
troops, weary, exhausted, faint, hungry and
ill-conditioned, were sudlenly attacked by a
large force of the enemy, who had concealed
himsge!f behind a thick wood, walting with
complacent satisfaction the entry of our men
into hie ambush, very much after the manner
that the spider would bave the fly walk into
bis parlor. Before reachingthe battle ground,

l
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Enngdon succeeded in getting his four guns in
battery on the extreme left, but not until he
had lest about five or six men and about the
same number of horses, I must be borne in
wind our batteriea were within one hundred
yards of the enemy’s front, This ghort dis-
tancerendgre! it a very easy task for therebels
to pick off a2 man or a borse at every discharge
of their rifler. At the commencement of tgu
fizht the Eighth United States Colored Troops
were supp rtirg Hamilton’s Battery, but when
their assistance was really indispensible, by
gome strange order they filed to the right in
rear of the battery, for the pu-pose of joining

' their right on the left of the Seventh Connec-

ticut. At that particular time the movement
waa decidedly an error, for by carrying it
out left Hamilton’s Battery unsupported. 1In
| an attempt to enfilade the enemy on his right
' Hamilton moved forward four pieces; but
before he got into position, the rebels on that
portion of their line had concentrated all their
' fire upon him and the Eighth U. S. who had
again come up to his support. In twenty
‘minutes’ time, Hamilton lost 44 men, killed
and wounded, and 40 horses, The Eighth also
guffered severely. At no one junctare of the
engagement was the fire of 'he enemy more
severe than at the time Hamilton attempted
his e filade movement. Hamilton knew very
well his pieces were in Ertnt danger of being
captured, and be also had sense enough to

hour was of course observed, | know that by taking them to the rear it would |

instantly cause a panic among the infantry,
and so inevitably lose the day for us. The
behavior of Capt. Hamilten at this critical
period of the battle was worthy of epecial
note, and I sincerely believe that it was ow-
ing mainly to his persistent efforts that the
ortion of our line at his battery was not
roken and scattered in confusion. He had
not only his pieces to command, but bis infan-

Jtrj’ supports to keep from leaving the field.

It waa in the midst of this destructive fire of
the enemy, and while Capt. Hammond was
urging the infantry to maintain their line, and

Col. Henry, with his cavalry of the Indepen-
dent Massachusetts Battalion and the Fortieth
Massachusetts Mounied Infantry, came upon
a party of five mounted rebels who were
stationed behind an old deserted mill, a little
to the left of the wood. A fewshots were ex-
changed and then the rebels fled in the direc.
tion of their main force. Capt. Lanzden’s

at the same time giving orders to his battery,
he was struck in the arm by a musket ball,
and shortly after was again bit in the thigh,
To add to'the misfortune, all of Lis cflicers—
four in number—were wounded, Ccl. Chas.
W, Fribley, of the Eighth United States, was
also mortally wmhﬁ on this pertien of the

battery of regular artillery was with Henry’s
savaly. At the mill, Col. Henry halted until |

courage and rall
behavier proved

We |

As it was the enemy resisted us with a force present it this evening, followed by the popu-
\n point of numbers three times that of our )50 pyydepille—the Loan of a Lover, in which
»

own, which taken together with the circum- :
stances of the long and tedions march and the | M8 Irwin appears as Gertrude. There will
The “put on” of

ili condition of the men, it won!d be hardly no doubt be a fine house.
reasonable to suppose that success would be the Corsican Brothers, and the fine fableauz

on our side. The effect of our fire, both of . :
musketry and artillery, was fearful. At +|,”m,yLalzm mechanical effects reflect W;h' highest
e saw no

discharge, down went a body of rebels. The credit upon the wanagement.
| gallant Elder on the right and the dashing person who was not fully gratifted when it

Langdon on the left, made an impresaion on wag before presented. The Vi e
the rebel lines that t.vill go far to off-set.the a¥id Fparklifg | audeville is new

misfortune that ultimately overtook us. The
fight was by no means a trivial encounter; it| PENEFIT FORTHE LADIES.—We are pleased

was a batule hotly contested, fought at close to notice the announcement of a compliment«

range, face to face and foot to foot. The'garp henefit to the ladies of the Association on
Y = \ = t
commanding officers of the various regimenls Saturday evening, on which occasien will be

are entitled 1o unlimited credit for Athe herice
manner in which they led their men, At the presented for the first time in this Territory
Bourcicault’s great I'ish Drama, Colleen

\
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acme of the battle, Colope! Sammons, of the
Ose Hundred and F:fteenth New York, was: 03
struck in the foot, and was in consequence dBawn.h Fl:m ot f_awr* with - which this
compelled to leave the field. His borse wag ¢r3ma has been received in New York and
shot from under him. Col. Moore, of the London apd its long continuance on the
F[;,Itﬂ's“?th INET Yg!‘k; :‘i‘!! also Wf;“ﬂtd;i_l. boards of the theatre where it was originally
a ball striking bis hand and passing out at his . X

elbow. Col. Barton had bis coat pierced in preae:‘i?a!, we expect that it will be the best
several places and his horse shot. Col. Henry Sensa‘ion picce of the present season. We
had three horses shot, but himse!f ercaped in bave been expecting Colleen Bawn fer a long
Em“tlﬂii{mﬁ“ﬂm&! mll‘;““* I;;“:“f‘“- M“ﬂ&i‘ time and we have o doubt its production will

eneral-Hall had a horse shot from under’ ' ,

bim, and as for himself, no one would ! elieve be as successfal as the public can wish. The
it would be possible for to again pass through  beneficiares are bighly respectéd by the com-
what hda didLun th;t ciay, an;IGcnm; out un- | munity and have labored long and arduously
scathed. ient. Jackson, of Gen. Seymour’s gor th tabli

gtaflf had two horses shot. If space would hav ; :: lt t;‘;?:;t ot 3:: drama a}:;d T'
permit, I might fill a column of juet su:h nar- s ¢ public will testify in
row escapes as ‘hase. ~a substaptial manner its appreciation of tbeir

Gen. Seymour w as notaway from the ground efforts.

for an instant, At first on the right and then | |
on the left, he seemed to be everywhereatone, TuaE SNvow StorM.—A very we'com: Snow

and the same mom+nt. His aim was appar-' ..
ently to be in the thickest of the fizht, and at siotm passed over this valley on Saturday laat

- 0 -

—_

the front of his troops.

On ours, in consequence of the ammunition
giving out, and on the enemy’s, becanse we did
| not press him. A demonstratidonby therebels
to capture Langdon’s Battery, at about the
middle stage of the fight, was prevented by
Langdon, who poured into their line a quick
and deadly fire. But in coming from the ficld
be was oblidgd to leave to the emnemy three
of hia pieces, not because the enemy charged
upon them, but for the reason that he did net
have horses to draw them off. At half-past

At 5 p. m, the fire slackened on both sides. |

which refreshened the parched ground and
made glad the bearts of the people. The
weather gince has been very pleasant but at
this wri ing is not very settled, More enow
will do no burt; but that which fell on Satur-
day, without more, will be of incalculable
benefit to the fislds and gardens., '
> 8 o— :
CorxerTo THE SEviER. —Our“friend David,’”
of Mount Pleasant favors us with a few items
of news fiom S:n Pete, Everything speaks

field: He did not cease for a mement to en-|
ill:. men; and by bis gallant |
seif to be an officer of po|

five o’clock the firing bad ceased, The cessa-
'tion was simultanecus on both sides. We
'beld our ground till seven o’clock, and then
the order came from Gen. Seymour to gradu-
ally

well for the enterprising laborers under the
direction of Prest. Orson Hyde, The piorears
for the Sevier were going along merrily, and
'the prospects of permanent and beneficial exa
‘tensions were very encouraging, That’s right.
Labor is wealth, and industry the fi-st virtue,
Without them, poverty and crime. Go a-head
aud God bless your labors,

-0

RETREAT.

The retreat was conducted leisurely and or-
derly. There was no confusion, no {vanic,
nothing that indicated burry. Colonel Henry
swith his cavalry, bronght up the rear. At
three o.clock Sunday morning, our troops,
were at Barber’s, The enemy followed close- |
ly but did not press. A f-w of their cavalry!
on'y kept well up to the rear of Henry’s col- «

n. At Barber’s, onr men rested till 2. m. | . _
::]d th::: again Cool up the line of retreat, paper we observe the claim for oneof the fair

reacbing Baldwin at about3 p.m. They hal- ones that she waa the “first born® of Isracl
ted here for a short time, and then went onto- ip the mountaine, ©Over a year ago, there
ward Jacksonville, arriving at the cAmpIDE a4 3 gimilar claim made in good faith; but

g: ?It:::’ :ialymtiir:rrl: u;;::y ?fm:ﬂ:y ;n:t;:lljlnnf:]n i we think the records award the honors to the

could hardly drag one foot after the other. _present eclaimant, born Awgust Oth 847,
- OUR LOSS, How time flicg! JIsrael has reagson tg beg

Tao estimate our logs is isdeed an unpleasant gratefal,

e

Tye First Born.—Among the notices.of
keepirg the commapdwenl” in to-day’s




