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L conference

the sixty eighth annual conference
otof the church of jesus christ of lat
ter day saints will convene in the tab-
ernacleernacle salt lake city at 10 a in
wednesdayVied neWty april ath 1898 all officers

W

and members of the churchchurco are invited
tp be presentsent

WILFORD WOODRUFF
f GEORGE Q CANNON

JOSEPH F SMITH
i first presidency

scandinavianSandin avian meeting assembly hallhalI1
i

thursday april ath at 7 p m
general priesthood meeting in tab-ernacleer nacle saturday april ath at 10 a tnm
seventies conference in assemblyhall sunday 2 p in april 10

relief society conference in assembly
hallball forenoon and afternoon of tues-
day april ath and forenoon of satur-
day april athth

deseret sunday school union meet
taig tnin tabernacle sunday aprilat 7 pV m I1

german meeting assembly hallsunday afternoon april from 65 to7 p in

CHURCH AND SOCIETIES

tae attention of religious denomina-
tions is being called to the influence
of private societies on the progress of
the churcheschurched the episcopal method
IMA are confronted by thete unpleasant
fet that the net gain of communicantsttor the raptpast pear aall to the lowlaw figure
of09 1960 while the average for the
Vabot tentea years hawhaer been thezionsalon herald a methodist organ un-hesitatingly12 expresses the convictionthe epworthworth league is responsi-
ble forfoil the decline the paper sum-
marizes its observations thus

IL1 it tsin the era of the epworthleagueleagueInin the church the league hasbeenbeahn given the right of way every-
where and what it Usbas stood for hasvetyvery largely dominated the church theinternational convention at toronto lastyear filled the thought and life of the
church asan perhaps no other gathering
of recent years has done if the year
bhad been one of large spiritual in-
gathering gladly would we have ac-
credited the league with having largepart in the result now that the re-verse isin so larnenlamentablyably true must we
not with equal justice lay the actualconsequences at its door 2 the workotof the league though not so intendedhash diverted the purpose of the churchfrom its own historic and characteris-
tictic mission of soul winning and haa
dissipated its energies into other chan-

i nets while the motives of the league
have been worthy they have not been
OHoil that high plane of spiritual activitygot which the church has always been
distinguished 3 the separate epworthleague meeting has drawn a line ofdemarkatlon between this organization
andabd the ch and multitudes have

tunifiednIfIed the league trove the church
andana made it a substitute for itlain many churches tlthe league toIs only
aV soba club and therefore lack
wtift in aspiration grip andpWerThethe effect orat hee league upon

thousands of churches has been to tone
down its spiritual and revival power

the christian endeavor society re-
ceives similar criticism in england
what far secir men in many denomi-
nations have forecasted is now being
realized the british weekly an in-
fluentialfluent ial nonconformistnon conformist journal
gives expression to the following views

in many cases they the societiesare encouraging they are especially
so in mission churches where practi-
cally the christian endeavor society
is the church in the denomi-
nations of methodism particularly
they are strong and flourishing where
there Is a popular minister and where
the tide of prosperity has only to be
swelled they are good also in other
cases where the motto of the society
for christ and the church Is clear-

ly kept in view but it la obvious that
in many places they are evil this
is the testimony not merely of minis-
ters but of christian
themselves in particular there Is19
frequent complaint that the prayer

i meetings and week night services are
seriously injured the young people
go to the christian endeavor meeting
and neglect the meetings of the
churchurcottcit the old are in one camp
anath new in another inIB many
cases the minister is ignored and
church services are often neglected
nearly all the replies received from
scotland and the great majority otof
the replies from congregationalists
are to the effect that the society is not
only not helpful to the church but
distinctly harmful chathasWhwhatathashas struck
us very much Is that from churches
where the ministers axeare prominent
leaders of christian endeavor there

ous complaints from members
that their energy has gone too much
into that opchannelhannel and that the ordi-
nary work of the church is impover-
ished some leading baptist minis-
ters also are strongly hostile to the
movement from experience

from the standpoint of a member of
the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints the conditions complained
of do not appear quite as serious as
indicated by the quotations given
above in the multitude of religious
denominations and societies where
ich claims to be one division poneone

part of the so called universal church
it would seem immaterial whether
those religiously inclined devote their
time and energy to this division or
that the decline tnin membership
noticed in the methodist organization
is no loss to the so called church itif a
corresponding increase takes place in
the epworth league or the endeavor
society any more than the withdraw-
al of a sum of money frofromin one safety
vault and depositing it in another tois
tnin itself a losslose to the owner the
questiontion of the administration of the
sacraments tois excludedaadas long settleas it is
admitted that an organization can be
a church without properly authorized
servants of the lord to administer the
ordinances and even entirely without
sacraments still there is a truthh

I1 embodied in the objection to private
religious societies as stated a truth
which deserves attention at a time
when societies and associations of all
sorts seemseam to be theahe order of the day

the church of jesus considered in
its external aspect is something higher
and infinitely more sacred than any
merely human organization however
noble its aim it lain and must be a
visible society of disciples of the mas-
ter combined torfor the purpose of being
the bearers of light and salvation to
the actual human world to living and
to dead for the accomplishment of

its work divinely instituted ordin
and rightly ordained officers are eft K

sentralsent lalial and therefore we meet laftsacred writ with repeatedTabed warnings to
remain loyal to ththe church and theleaders to whom god has entrusted atik 1

care to avoid division and allail thabthamay lead to it whether
tion or arrogance in accoaccordance iwathri

I1 this scriptural view of the churchevery tendency that leads churchmembers away from their character-
istic mission of saving souls and dk
verts their energy into other channelsmust be regarded with deep coloracovam
no matter how innocent it may look OWoa
the surface A profession of love torfor tiftlord roustmust be proved to be enu inte Wbsincere concern for the spiritual wet
fare of his flock his church

PRATT CONFIRMED I1

arthur pratt hashaa been confirmed
chief of police luckily for him be N

had two strings to his bow aad cheb 3sthe combine in the city council BB
1

ejected him all he had to do was tpto ago
before the supreme court the ikaitt
text of the decision which was
bounced this forenoon is not at haat this writing hence its points in ox-
tail de-tail cannot be definitely stated butbot
the court grants the petition fiejotor Amandamus to compel the city audllor
to draw his warrant in favor of tupetitioner tnin payment of his salary Salf
chief of police including the month atjanuary of this year it tois thusthug self v

tied that arthur pratt was chief av0police of this city up to the close ofatthat month and it follows that heyet
the auditor has twenty daysI1 ia i

which to move for a rerehearinghearin fagut
ing to so move within that time a tmitt will be handed down to thedistrict court ordering the man
to be issued if the motion is mate ft K

will be set for argument and thewill pend in the supreme courtsome weeks or months before U
finally terminated it isa Ppro
however that the claclaimsline of mr
will not be further contested b
auditor who is the ostensible
the city is the real defendant or pel
haps it would be a niomorere aaccuratestatement of the ftfact to say thatat toeparty resisting mr pratt is the aseatty
council combine

now let the combine dissolve 1friotria
its members borrow a little bsense from the mayor for out ac0 illsBAIA

abundance of that article he can wbVH
afford to eke out their scanty
let business principles control roleldepartments of the city government
the council especially for that tois whatall the voters voted for at thehe wotlast
election and that is what all ththeon all the tickets
let us have peace

A PECULIAR FACT

A somewhat curious subject hashaa re-
centlycenaly rereceivedelved attention in certaina
scientific circles the fact is
ly known that persons who have tartlost

limb by amputation frequently axi
agine that the missing part of 40txbody toIs still in its place but it
not be generally known that theth il-
lusion often is so vivid as to lead 10
accidents recent observationsobservation 6 it Is
said have led to the conclusion aw
in a majority of cases the
that the amputated limb is still X
bained isado distindistinct toqt as co ffdeceive the intelligence of tbthe ws
vidual

the national druggist gives aft
8statementstate ments of several patpatientstents Was 1their feelings and impressions awsays

1I know mighty well that I1rha 6


