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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

GENERAL CONFERENOCE.

The Sixty-elghth Anpunl Conference

of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Baints will convene in the Tab-
ernacle, Salt Lake City, at 10 a. m.
Wednesday, April 6th‘ 1898. All officern
‘and membcrs of the Church are lovited
t0 be present ‘

WILFORD WOODRUFF,

GEORGE Q. CANNON,

JOSEPH F. SMITH,

First Presidency.

Bandinavian meeting, Assembly Hu,ll=
Thursday April 7th, at 7 p. m.

General Prlesthood meetlng, in Tab-
ernacle, Saturday, April 8th, at 10 'a. m.

8eventies’ Conference, in Assembly
Hall, S8unday,  p. m,, April I0.

Relief Society conference in Assembly
Hali, forenoon and afternoon of Tues-
day, Aprit 5th, and forenoon of Satur-
day, April 9th.

Deseret Sunday S8chool Union meet-
ing, in Tabernacle, Sunday, April 10th,
at 7 p. m.

German meeting, Assembly Hall,
?unday afternoon, April 10th, from & to
p. m.

CHURUM AND SOCIETIES.

The attentlon of religious denonina-
tions s being called to the influence
of private societies on the progreas of
the churches. The Eplscopal Method-
ists are confronmted by the unpleasant
fact that the net gain of communicants
for the past pear fell to the low figure
of 19,500, while the average for the
past ten years has been 57,000 The
Zion’s Herald, a Methodist organ, un-
hesitatingly expresses the econviction
that the Epworth league is responsi-
ble for the decline, The paper sum-
marizes §ts observations thus:

“L It Is the era of the Epworth
league in the church. The league has
been  glven the right of way every-
where, and what {t Has stood for has
very largely dominated the church. The
international convention at Toronto last
year filled the thought and life of the
church as perhaps no other gathering
of recent years has done. If the vear
had been one of
gathering, giadly would we have ac-
credited the league with having large
part in the result. Now that the re-
verse is 80 lamentably true, must we
not with equal justice lay the actual
consequences at its door? 2. The work
of the league, though not so0 intended.
has dlverted the purpose of the church
from Its own historic and characteris-
tic mission of soul-winnlng, and has
dissipated its energles into other chan-
nels, While the motives of the league
have been worthy, they have not been
on that high plane of apiritual activity
for which the church has always been
distinguished. 3. The separate Epworth
league meeting has drawn a line of
demarkatlon between this organtzation
and the church, and multitudes have
magnified the league i bove the church,
and madc it a substitute for |it,
In many churches the league i# orily
a nocial club and therefore lack-
ing in spiritual aspivation, grip and
power, The effect of “he league upon

thousands of churches has been to tone
down 1ts spiritual and revival power.'

The Christian Endeavor soclety re-
celves similar critlciem In  England.
‘What far-seeinr~ men in many denomi-
nations have forecasted is now being
realized. The Britlsh Weekly, an In-
fluential Non-conformist journal,
glves expression to the following views:

“In many cases they [the socleties]
ATe encouraglng. They are especially
80 in miseion churches, where practi-

cally the Christian . Endgavor soclety
Is the church, in the = Iter denomi-
nations of Methodlam particularly.

They ure strong and flourishing where
there 18 a popula.tl' minister,and where
the tide of proaperity has only to be
swelled. They are good also In other
cases where the motto of the society,
‘For Christ and the Church,” is clear-
1y Kept in view. But it {5 obvious that
in many places thay are evll. This
in the testimony not merely of miniz-
ters, but of Christian - Endeavorers
themselves. In particular there (s
frequent complaint that the prayer-
meetings and weelk-nlght services are
serlously injured. The young people
go to the Christian Endeavor meeting

and neglect the meetingr of the
church, The old are in One camp
andsthe new in another. In many
cases the mipister ia ignored, and
church services are often neglected.
Nearly all the replles received from
Hcotland, and the great majority ot

the replies from Congregationaliats,
are to the effect that the society Is not
only not heipful to the ehurch, but
distinetly harmful, What" has struck
us very muech {s that from chutches
where the ministers dre prominent
lesders of Christian Endeavor there
ioug complaints from members
that their energy has gone too niuch
into that channel, and that the ordl-
nary work of the church s impover-
jaherd. Bome leading Baptist mlnia-
ters also are strongly hostile to the
movement from experience,”

From the standpoint of 4 member of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints the conditions complained
of do not appear quite as serious as
indicatcd by the quotations given
nbove. In the multitude of religious
denominations and socleties wl;nere
ach clalms to be one division, ‘one

part of the so-called universal church,
‘it would seem immaterial whether
| those religioualy Inclined devote thelr
time and energy to this division or
, that, The decline In

i8 no lors to the so-called chureh, If &
corresponding increase takes place in
the Epworth league or the F.ndeavor

{ vault and depositihg it in another is
in itsetf a loss to the owner. The
question of the administration of the
SBactaments I8 excluded,as long asitlis
ladmlued that an organization ean be
| & ehurch without properly authorized

membershlpf
noticed in the Methodist organizatlon

gservants of the Lord to administer the,

| ordinances, and even entirely without
Sacraments. Still, there 18 a truth
embodled in the objection to private
religlous socleties as stated--a truth
which deserves attention at a tlme
whep aocletles and associatlons of all
gorts seem to be the order of the day,

The Church of Jesus, considered in
ite external aspect, s something higher
and infinitely more sacred than any
merely human organization, however
nohle its alm. Tt ig. and must be, a
vipible soclety of disciples of the Mas-
ter combined for the purpose of belng
'the bearers of llght and salvation to
the netual human world, to living and
to dead. For the accomnplishment of

its work, divinely insatituted ordinances
and rightly ordalned officers are eg-
sential, And therefore we meet In
Bacred writ with repeated warnings to
remain ioyal to thé Church and the
leaders to whom God haa entrusted its
care; to avold division and all that
may lead to It, whether insubordina-
tion or arrogance. In accordance with
this scriptural view of the Church
every tendency that leads Church
memhers away from their character-
istic mission of saving souls and d1-
verts thelr energy Into other channels
must be regarded with deep comcern,
no matter how Innocent it may look on
the surface. A profession of Jove for the
Lord must be proved to be penujne by
gincere concern for the spiritual wei-
fare:of His fiocck—HIE Church.

PRATT CONFIRMED.

Arthur Pratt hag been confirmed
chief of police. Luckily for him he
had two strings t0 hiz bow, and when
the combine in the City Council re-
jected him, all he had to do waa to go
before the Bupreme court. The ,full
text of the decislon, which was an-
nounced this forenoon, f8 not at hand
at this writing, hence {is points In de-
tail cannot be dctinitely satated: but
the court grants the petltion for a
mandamus to compel the city auditor
to draw his warrant in favor of the
petitioner In payment of h!s salary as
chief of police, including the month of
January of thls year. It is thus set-
tled that Arthur Pratt was chijef of
police of thia city up to the close of
that month; and it follows that he i=
et.
y'l‘he auditor has twenty days In
which to move for a rehearing. ~ Fall-
ing to Bo move within that time, g re-
mittitur wiil be handed down to the
district court ordering the mandamus
to be issued. If the motion is made it
will be set for argument and the case
wlll pend In the Supreme pourt for
some weeks or months before being
tinally termlnated. It 1z probable,
however, that the claims of Mr, Pratt
will not be further contested by the
auditor, who I8 the ostensible while
the clty is the real defendani. Or per-
haps jt would be a more aecurate
statenient of the fact to say that the

party resisting Mr. Pratt: i{s the City
Council combine.
Néw let the comblne dissolve. Let

its members borrow a litile horse
sense from the Mayor, for out of his
abundanee of that article he can well
afford to eke out their scanty suppty.
Let husiness principles control fn all
departments of the elty government,
the Council especially, for that s what
all the voters voted for at the Iast
election, and that ls what all the can-
Idates on all the tickets promised.

large spiritual in- | soclety, any more than the withdraw-  Let us have peace.,
al of a sum of money from one safety |

A FPECULIAK FACT.

A somewhat curious subject has re-
cently recelved attention in certain
sclentific circles. The fact is popular-
ly known that persons wWho have lost
a limb by amputation freguently im-

agine that the miazing part of the
hody {= still In its place, but It may
not be generally Known that the {l-

lusjon often im 80 vivid as to lead
aceldents. Recent oObhservations, it {s
said, have led to the conclusion that
tn & majorlty Of eases the impression
that the amputated limb 1s stilll re-
tained I8 so distinct as to constantly
decelve the intelligence of the indj-

to

vidual, r

The National Druggist gilves the
statements of several patients as to
their feelings and {mipreasjons, One

BAYS:
“1 know mighty well that 1 have no



