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DISCOURSE

DELIVERED BY

ELDER JOHN MORGAN,

abernacle, Sall Lake (iy,
“ Mg’us-day, August 13th, 15938,

———
(REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER.)
requesied to ocoupy a
oy tllge this afiernoou, to
portion of toe 2
he the meum through Wwhich the
Bpirjt of the Lord may muke jtsel!
manifest to you, and 1 eDall be under
the negessity of earuestly asking you
for an jnterest 10 your aympathy, nod
in your faith and prayers, that L may
be Jed to say something th:}t will he for
our mutual goﬂd and bhieseiug.

Qur Fatber has, in His wisuom, seen
fit to pet apart one day in Feven [Or 8
apegial purpuse, and that is, that it may
be to His oblidren Upon Lhe garth u
day of rest, a day ot worshlp, a day
when they wiil Iny aside their worluly
cares and toe entanglements of bus-
ness and call o the wandering
thonghts of thelr minds and seek Lo
center them upon the prieciples of
eterna) life, and Lhus prepare them-
selves for the Bix uaye hefore Lhem.
Nature itself beunrs testimony Lo the
necepsity of this grestlaw, hy demand-
ing rest for the butnan houy, tbat the
gystem sball not become aitirely un-
fittod tor exertion by sativity with. ut
rest, There shculd be given to the
body a seasov of rest, and the mind be
diverted from those things that enyrisa
it during the six days of the week, and
be led tu conietaplate other maiters;
and that we may meet toguther sa we
do today,that the apiritual mun may be
refreshed and strengtbeued,ana tpanpur
BOUls ma. be lit up h_y the inspiration
of \he Holy Bpirit. Ivery Latter-uay
Buafnl who has had 80y experience ln
endeavoring Lo livea the prlnclples of
the Gospel can bear lestimony Lo the
fact tbat separation from the body o!
toe Cburcbh and from the ordinance of
the Lord’s Supper bas a teodeucy to
weakep Lhe faith of the individual,anu
that he requires trom day to day tbe
strengthening influences that abide in
the hggy of the Churob., All these
inflaegces combined ate mot gometimes
suffigieut to prevent men and womeo
walking into by and forbidden paths
and turoipn away from the principles
of the Gospel; hul the purpese of our
gathering together 18 that thespiritual
MAD May¥ be ptrengthened,and that we
mAy be better prepured to live lives of
usefuluess any to fill the mission that
is assigned ue, Under these ciroum.
slances, weak and fallible juan, in ans
of himeeif, would he an insuflicient
instrument, whatever bis talents might
be, to instruet his fellow man, IL re-
gnires hicher intellizeoce and m re
potent influences than can emanate
trom morial man alvne to snstruct bis
fellow mortal ln the patba of eternal
lite. Tt requires that lospiration which
comes from gur Father in heave |,
Lhut the pat way of Hie children may
be made clear, and that they shall
pot be as the blind man groping jor the
wall.

The saints of all ages bave lived in
troublous times. Tbey bhave heen
surrpunded by tribuiation and by ic-

fluences of an untoward character, |

They have heen 2 misunderastoou
people, & misrepressnted people, Bacred
und prefape history wilke bear testl-

mony Lo thise. In ancient times God’e
people were not understood. The ob-
Jects they had lno view apd the ntents
of their hearts were nol comprebended,
Thesame rule applies today that baa ap-
plied from the beginniny, und doubtless
will iu the future, uutil truth and rlght-
e.uspess shall prevail, and men
sball ste &ye¢ (o eye, whivch, wu Are
told in tbe Beriptures, shall ococur
when Zivn sball come agsin. While
lhe name nnd fame of the Latter-day
Baints bave been heralded to the ends
of the earth, yet they have bheen most
groterquely misunderstood and mijs-
represented. Btrange apd peculiar
ideas prevall in regard to the objects
wnd intents that wscluate the Latler-
day Baints.

If there is one poinl more clearly
eviuenced than suother in all sacred
history, it 18 that there ghali pome
ceriain times and seasons in the his-
tory of this earth that shall be looked
upon &8 the culmination of the events,
uf the providences of cur Fatbher. In
the beginnlng or morning of time re-
matkahle events transpired. We have
an acoount of tbe planting of the hu-
man race upou ibe earth; of their
ipcrease and multiplication wvniil they
covered lt; of the time when they
were swepl from ils fuce by a mighty
deluge; vt their agaln multiplying on
the earth, untis in the meridian of

reputation should go abroad to the
world uniil they should be known of
all men. Yet huw rapidly has that
been fuitilieu. One event bas trod vn
the heels uf anotber so civsely that it
has seemed almost impossible to keep
them in memory; yel [et any one take
the bistory of tiiese events and com-
pare them with the worde as recorded
in the Bible, the Bovk of Mormaon snd
the Book of Doctrine and Cove: ante,
as well as the worde of the living
oracles, and there has been no eveut of
#ny importance but has been clearly
foretolu. Hlstor. nas but followe ' vul
lhe worde of propbecy; ana If beed bhad
beew piven to these worde, Do eovent
could possibiy bave transpired without
our minge having been fuily inlormed
of it and our henrtslully prepared for
it. But we have been ilke the f. rmer-

day salnte. When the Bavior
was crucified they losl  nope,
for they bud reparded Him as
the Bhiloh and the Redeemer, but

wheu they saw Him lifted on the croes
they thought they bad veen deceived,
aud they went their way. Yet the
Savivr had icretold those very evenls;
anu when He appeared to them in His
resurreclied and immortal body aud
called Lbheir attentjon to the things that
He had spoken, tbry rememhered
them very distiuctly. So we, loaking
back over the path thal we have trod-

time the Son of Ma: came and of-
fered himself as u living eacrifice for

the redemption of His bretbren andl

sistere, filled His mijssiocn upon the
earth, establlshed the covenanl of the
(Gospel, was crugified upon the crose,
huried o the tomb, came forth a resur-
recte] and an immortal Being, and
preseuted Himeelf to His brethren and
mave knowu Lo them, at Jeast in part,
the momuentous neture of the missivn
that He bad to fill—an spoch in the
history of the world thst pershance
had not heen equalled up to thatl time,
Following that we resd the sayiugs of
the Propbets and His own werds in
reiation to the great events thatsboulo
traneplre in the latter daye, that sbuuld
ao dwarf into insignificance the events
of former days Lhal the memory ot
them should nlmost tade from tbe mind
ol man. ‘A8 It wan fu the dsysof
Noah, so sball it he aleo In the days of
the Son of Man,” wnen He shall re-
turb to earth in power anuy plory and
witbh autbority to reign.

The Latter-day Saints velieve tnal
there should be a uay of preparation
for this great even!; and while the
world but ittle comprehends this im-
portant fact or the conneotion thst the
Latter-day Saints have wilth it, yet to
the Latter-day Sainte it is a living
reality. The day of Lthe coming of
these events Is not far distant, ana we
are liviug in one of the most momen-
tous sges of the world—an age prophe-
gied of in the pusst us one in which the
work of the Lord should be cut short
in righteousness, wherein ail things
should transpire very rapidiy, so much
a0 that the peoples of the earth would
be unprepared for them. When over
half & century ago there rose up In
the westeru wiids of the state of New
York a tew people wbo called them-
aclves Latter-day Baials, there were
very few Ipceed who and the
hardiboou to believe thal thoee people
wonld grow end increase until they
hecame & tulghty mullituce in the
tops of the mountaine, whose name and

Jden, may recail to our minde declara-
' {iun atter ueelaration from 1be mouthe
ot the living oracies and from the
writings of iuspired men aud sev bow
cleariy the eveuls thet have trapspired
bave heeu toretold. And what appiies
to the past may just an distinctly wpply
to the tuture, No. pne etep will be
taken, oot one line marked out, nol
one movement made but wbal huas
been or wili be clearly outlineu to the
niinds of the Latter-uay Salnts, if
they will oniy give heed thereto,

I read during the singing of the first
bymn the title of the antnem which fa
to he sung, L beligve, al the close uf
this afterooon’s services—'*Blesscd are
the men wiho fear Him; they ever
walk in the ways of peace.? It struck
my mind very forcibly, Itisan ad.
monition that every Latter-day Buint
shuuld give beed to; and if they wili,
their paths eball be puths of safety.
You today are witnesses to the fact that
bad the liatter-uay Baints given beed
to the admonltions and counseel of the
Liord a8 they have bven given from
tme to time through His servanta,
there would bave heen greater peaoce,
grealer prosperity, and greater blees-
|Dgs showered upon them. theu thelr
minds can conceive of. Bat we have
seen a8 Lhrough s glass darkly, toa
great extent. We have nol compre-
bended tbe end from the heginning hy
any wesne; we bavVe gropeu, Be
it were, wa the hlind man for
the wall. We bave walked Iu wenk-
ness, we huve stumhblied Iin the
path in many Instances, and we have
hed to reap tne resulis of that stumbi-
Ing and of that carelesaness.

in the future there will be a greater
necessity ror the Latter-day SBaiats to
have light and 1ntelligence in regard
to the mind apnd will of God than ever
before, because of the conuitions and
circumstaucves by which we are sur-
rcunded, We luok vut on the world to.
dey 1n i1t politioul organization, inits
suclal orgauvization, and In ite flnaucial
orgunizatior, and we cau only think




