r

o

198

"GENERAL OONFERENCE.

FIRST DAY.

The Fifty-scventh General Annual
Coulerence of the Cburch of Jesus
Curlst of Latter-day Salpts convened
in the Utah Stake Taberuacle at Yrovo,
at 10 a,m,, April Gth, 188i, Apostle
Lorenre Snow presidiog.

There were present on the stand, of
the Quorum of the 'Cwelve A‘)ost.]es:
Lorenzo Soow, Franklin I). Richards,
Heber J. Graut aud John W. 'Laylor.
Patrjarch John Bmlth, several mem-
bers of the Presiding Couucil of the
Seventies, Presldent A. (. Smoot, o
Utah Stake,President Apgus M.Cannon
of the Salt Lake Stake, and many lead-
2:1. oflicials ol vurious other §lakes of

on:

Confcrence wag called to order by
Apostle Lorenzo Sno. £
_ Thechoir sang the hymn commenc-
1ng:

“Afilieted Snnt, to Cbrist draw neart
ThLy Savior's grueious promise here.”

Tneopening pruyer wos offered by
Elder Anzus M. Cannon.

God meves in 1 mysterions wWay,
1iis wonders to perform,

was sung by the cholr.

EDDER JOHX W, TAYLOR

wes the first speaker, He said Jbe de-
gired by tha aid of the Holy pirit to
sy soinetbing apprepriate to the cir-
cnmstances ;of the people. Although
the building was not sufliclently large
to asccommodate nil the Saints who at-
tended General Conference, it was an
excellent structure, with admirable
acouslic properties.

. The ppeaker-related a conversaztion
thet bad occnrred between bimself and
i strunger o this part of the couptry.
This person enquired of him (the
speaker} w bether he mought the late
special legislation pussed by Congreas
would have the effect of entirely dis-
rupiing the Cbhurc. The answer wag
to the effect that the wajority of the
Latter-day Sainte were able to take np
the Scriptures and glve a recson for
the hope that is in them, Theyrecelved
a testimony of the truth of the Gospel
—a8 they understood it—for them-
selves; they woul! rather ralinqulsh
ibelr lives than renounce their relig-
jon. Buch & people could pot be de-
ptroyed. The stranger safu ue was 2
great admiver of sincerity, but it was
sugrested to bim that sinecerity in that
which fvas erroneous would not be
beneticial. The Saints combined slu-
cerity with the truth of their religioun.
This pentleipan appeared to be much
jnterested In an explanation of the
cternfiy of the marriage ecovenant
whan performed by a man bolding
simiiar power to that which was giveu
to Peter by the Suvior—to bind on
cartfi sud it would be bound in heav-
cln.

The speaker asked the qnestion
whether the recent Congressional lag-
islation aguinst the Suints wes doing
any rood among the latter. If-s0 ik was
not to be regretted, being a means of
educating the people up to a higher
standard. Inanswering this interro-
gotion he dwelt for seme time upon
the ordinance of fasting, prayer ‘a
the donating for the suF

oor, the first Thursday of each month

eing set apart for that purpose. This
ordinance had -jp the past hbeen but
poorly obscrve® Reeently, however,
a preat chapge hnd occurred, Tke
'hand ef persecution was lajd upon the
people, They ere droused to dillf-
pence, and the meetiogs on fesf days
are crowded. even tins solj-
tary object should be atiaimed
the effects of the opposition
would be good. Dut there werg other
directions in which benetlts d€crued.
It is not enough that the people shall
mwer¢ly come together and pag_tbeir
offerings. There 1s 1 host ot ¢children
growing up ameng the Baints. Man
of these heritages of the- {.ord sicke
apd die. We go into the world and
proclaim the Gospel, and assert that
obedience will bring about its ﬁuts.
among them that of healing. Faith
and the gift of heallog are not as prev-
alent a8 they should be ameong
the people. No man can enjoy
the it of bheallng unless be
bave the epirit of {fastlng and
prayer. So is it with regard. to the
spirit of prophesy.. The absence of
spiritnal gifts, shows that there is to
some extent the l@oven of apostagy
among the Bsiots. The speaker re-
fcerred, Insupport of this partof his
subjeet, to a number of incidents 1n
polnt. that are related in the Scriptures,
The Incidents were not only 8 refer-
rine directly to the gift of healing, but
a8 cxhibitinz the key of power as in-
earporated in the ordinance of fasting,
The spesker stated that a young man
some time since arose in & thiniy at-
tended fast meeting and predicted that
the time was neur when such gather-
ings wonld be so crowded that there
would not be found sufficient smnding
room. That partof the prophesy ha
been fulfilled.

Eldér Taylor then dwelt for gsome
Aimé upon educationsl watters, He
spoke in words of commendation re-
rarding the Brigham Youpg Academy.
The system that prevalla in it 18 suech
that students who zradonate therein,
come out of the ipsiitution with an
understanding of the principles of the
Gospel as) will necessarily look plens-
ing. At the last General Conlerence
held at Coalville, an Epistle from the
First PPresidency was read.  One polot
jmpressed upon the people throuch
thut channel was the necessity of es-
tabHshing denominational schools for
Latter-day Haints. Net much had yet
been done, sloce the publication of

ti{uon should drlve the BSaints
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that epistle in the direction referred to.
Other relizionists established schooijs,
and some people claiming to be Latter-
day Baints sent their children to
tbem. No  malter what might be
the religious taith of a parent,
if he be copsistent he will desire that
nis children be trained in the samne
line. The speaker would prefer to pee
a iarge mumber of schools established
upotl the plan pointed eut by the Firat
Presidency, each taught by & good,
sonnd, intelligent Latter-day Salnt,
thzn u grent many Elders sent into the
world to presch the Gospel. The good
accomplished in the former would be
reater than by the latter. If adverse
egslation and other forms ef peraeic;x—
nto
adoptlsg o higher phase of education
than now obtaloed, the results wonld
.indeced be ﬁmthﬂng. The speaker
stated thatibe First Presidency wera
io good health and enjoying the bless-
ingaof the Almighty. He eoacluded
with a general exhortation to falthini-
ness.
* ELDER ABRAM JI, CANNOX,

of the Council of the Neventies, was
the next speaker, and briefly addressed
the congrecation. He rejoiced at the
rivilege of attending 3 General Con-
rence, o pleasgre he had not hod for
twovears. Notwithstandivg ‘existing

J troublea there wad abundant cause fof

thankfulness to the Almighty. Ighad
appeared frequently as if the pedple
were sbout to fall into the hands of
their enemies, and that they should be
in bundagﬁlyet the Lord bad dellvered
them. e Saints  were growlng
strooger afdfl  brighter by  the
ordeals through which they were
passing, and the set time to fevor Zion
and cagse her to sbine im splendor
w? at hand. No uaprejudiced persop
cotld help acknowledging that the
wonderful endurance exhibited by tke
suints was due io something mere
nan fanaticism. They bed been np-
held by the power of the Spirit of God.
The spenker was plgased to witness a
spirit of ipquiry growing among the
young peopie, who are prepariag

to take part in the (3:14
work of the Ilatter days. "bey
would ye% hecome n power im the

enrth. Those whe atténded this ¢on-
FMference onght to carry to their homes
‘the spirit of this pathcrinz and the
instructione imparted. It was 3
source of satisfnction that so many of
the brethren werdat liberty, notwith-
gtandiog the schemes of the wicked.
Tne deliverance promised to the
Saints wonld come, bnt the contest
involved in the iyture developments of
the present state of affairs would
canse all to be tested. All earthly
considerations willi have 4o be made
secondary to the integrity that mnst be
mauintained toward the work of God.
In this way persecation was rendered
& cleansing process. Those who wera:
not vessels of honor ¢ould not endure
and would fall by the way, and thus
was the communily purged from hypa-
crites. :

| ELDER 4A. 0. 8MOOT,
President of Utah Stake, annonnced
that those visiters who rwere
without snitable places ot whichto
ledge, would remain after the close of
the meeting, they would be cared {
by o committee appointed for thespnr-
ose. The same commitiee wou.d act
in that capacity during the entire ses-
sion, that no visitor might go uhpro-
vided for,

The choir sang an anthem:
When ihe Lord skall build up Zion,

Benediction by Elder A, O, Smoot.
Reeess till2 p. m. : a

AFTERNQON.
Conference resumed at 2 o’clock,
Singing by tbe choir.
The towers of Zion soon shall rise,
Above the lls nnd reuch e skies,

Prayerby Elder John Nicholson.

We're not nshamed to own our Lord,
And worship Him on earth,

was sung by the cholr.
h ELDER HEDXR J. GRANT,

of the Quornm of the Apostles, ad-
dressed the Conference. ¢ bore tes-
timony to the increased fuith and good
works of the Latter-day Saints. He
could cendorse, in that regard, the
statements made by Elder Taylor. Re-
cently he hadbeen on atrip as {ar south
a6 Bt. George. He had geen the people
leave their vocations andturn out to
meetings, filling the halls where they
were held to overflowing. This wasa
result of the - opposition directed
apainst the Chorch. History thus re-
peats [teelf; opposition to those whose
cause is rightonly serves to strengthen
them and render them more resolute.
Before the present phase of things set
{p not a few of the Suimts had appar-
cntly forgetten the ptrpose for which
they gathered from the lands of theilf
nativity, Opposition bad caused many
of thew to return to their first love,
and to ipcrease their affection for the
truth. I the Saints desired the things
of the Wworld in place of the righteons-

%ulres epergy to accomplish this®
ut if this endeavor absorbs the in-.
terest tbat should be taken in the
things of the kingdom, they will laa-
zuigh spiritually, on the same prioci-
Ble that the things of tbis world cuan
e obtnined, by blending every energy
towurd thelr attainment. Some peo-
ple, however, seem to think that the
things of God can be obtained withont
effort. This is crronecus. We must
earn whot we obtain. In ministering
among the people it is fonnd that
where people do not live their religlon

{ mies.

pegs of the kingdom of God; if theyl
labor to that end thev ean
galn  their  object, bnt it re-
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the laws upon which they are
redicated have not been falfllled.
1 instances where the laws of the
Gospel.bave been lived up taq faith
could be exercised by the ministering
servants of God, and the desired re-
sultafollow. Ib this Chnreb one men
is not dependent upon anether for
llimt and for a testimony of the truti
ot the Gospel. Were it not for this
fuct our position would indeed uppear
hopeless. All are entitled to the Tev-
elation of-theliHoly Spirit to guide
thein in thelr several spgeres as Tauch
as the President of the Church is to
abtalp revelation for the guidance of
the community .as an entirety.
But this inestimable blessing. ean
quly be attained and enjoyed by mak-
ing the necessary effort.

Some wmen go iato the world apd in-
stead of preaching the pure I;Pnc!plcs
of the Gospelas revealed frons beaven,
ridicnle and tear down the religions of
the day. The effect of this is to in-
duco pereecution. Men who tear down
the religious bouses (theorieg) of the
doy before degicting a better dwelling
angd inviting them within, are slmrﬂly
petsecuted for thoir own want of wis-
dom and not for the truth’s
sake. Thoge who cluim te have
ifaith and charity and do;
not  sustain . those  pretensigns
with works in barmony with
such professions, they are spiritaally
clead, and only fit to bs lopped oif
from the relizions tree, which will be
the more -healthy b]y being thus de-
nuded. The tronble thut will come
npon the Salnts will be so over whelm-
ing that nothing but the power of God
wiil enable them to endure. He who
does not live a0 as to enjoy it will in-
evitably. fall by the way, He wio
keeps the commandments of God hus
no reason lo fear, co matter what may
transpire.

FLDER ANGUS M. CANNOX,

President of Balt Lake Stake, was the
next speaker. 1le said he experienced
peculiarfeelings when be undertook to
address the audience. Many changes
had transpired since he.last spoke to
tha people in I'rove. This assemblage
was composed of people of .various
| pations, who had come to the tops of
the mountains 10 be taught in the ways
of the Lord, Jesus eame to do His
Father's will, not His own, and prom-
ised that His disciplea should yet do
rgrester workathan He bad performed.
In  accordabnce  with the call
made through Juhn the levelator,
we had gathered out of Babylon, that
igvitation heviog bean repeated in this
day¢ Have we actually gatbhercd out of
‘spiritual Babylon, by Jeaving her evils
behind instead of bringisg and perpet-
uating them here? A few years ago a
revelation came to us through FPresi-
dent Jehn Taylor, te the effect that we
should repent and set our fioases jo
order. The speaker had witnessed
evidences of repentance on the party of
the people. This was an euoournﬁing
{ndication, and led him to see a1 gilm-
mer of light. “The Lerd would
hear the prayers of His

cople nud deliver thera from all thelr
oes. He would provide a ram in the
thicket for their salvation. We ure a
nation of Priests, and a process of

Y | separation was golng on amoug ns,

Those who are for. God were exhibit-
ing thelr position by good works.
Those-who were of the spirit of Baby-
lou were showing thelr sitnatlon with
cqual distinctness. The condemnation
of the'worid was that light had coume
into the world but a certain class ot
men preferred darkgess because their
deeds were evil, . He  knew o
a former emipent Elder now
deceased, whe said, while ig Iife, that
he would give all he possessed of an
earthly character if he could prove to
his satisfaction that the Gospel as nn-
derstood by the Latter-day Saints was
not & divine system.

Elder Cinpon then spoke on the
Word of Wisdom, delineating the
blessings promised ns a  result of
obedience to it. President Young had
stated in 1862, or 1853, that none would
he permitted fo take part in the bulld-
ing up of Zion ou that spot desig-
nuted Dby the finger ol revela-
tion. He hud kpown of some
striking imstances wherein the non-
obgervance of the Word of Wisdom
had been o greety drawback to the ad-
vancement of iedividaals, and related
one that had come under bis own ob-
servation, The power accruing juthe
matter of exercising the gift of healing
wus desirable. The speaker held that
light upon this snbject bad come Into
the world and those who uccglpted it
not were uoder s species of condemna-
tlon. We need to obey every counsel
of the Almighty to epoble us to with-
stand the onsliugbts of our enemies.

It is 2 question whether ancient Is-
rael was 10 a closer place than new
copfronts the Suints. I the latest
weasnre had fsiled in bringing the
people inte bonduce, this fuilure was
not to be nccredited to any ehange in
the teelings and desires of their epe-
If the people wish the mmcpbus
of oppression to be lifted and the
prisons po looger to hold the servants
of God, the familics no longer to be
scattered abroad, they have bnt to re-

pent of their sind. Those who had
sought to enslave the . Salints
and to  obtain the poltical

mastery over them, in a territorial,
county and mupicipal capacity, were
sbrry because those who bad not
entered Into the extended tharriage re-
iation pecuiiar to the Baints were will-
ing to take an oath to the effect,that
they would not breek recently enacted
laws. They were angry because this
clase of Saints were willing to steo in
and save the' whole community from
going ueder the heel of the oppresaor

blessings are 2low to come, because
»

and despoller. There Wele sole wen

among us, however, who had pever
obeyed the celestisl marijage system
against which recent laws were simed
who did not fcel thatthey conld nottake
thts onth. T'he speaker thought so
teo. Such were notln a position to de-
fexd the pcoEle of God or their cause.
Those who bad never obeyed the law
of cclesija] marrlage need have no
fear, however, that they were breaking
any relig'ous covenant jn taking that
esth that they would obey the low of the
country, and oot aid, abet, counsel er
advise others to bresk It. Brother Can-
non concluded by denouncing the ways
of the wicked nnd exhorting the Saints
to have nothing to do with them or
their doings.

ELDER GEORGE GODDARD
addressed the congregation on the
subject of HSabhath schools, Lhe word
of wisdom and kindred snbjects.

Singing by the cholr: E
Thine, O Lord, ia the greatness.
Dencdiction by Patriarch Zebedee
Coltrin,

SECORD DAY.
April Tth, 10 a.m. i

Singing by the choir:
0 God, thou great, thou good, thou wise,
KEteroal is ‘Thy nxme; 3
Thy power bath reared the lofty skies,
And builtereation’s frame.
FPruyer by Elder Jacob Gates.
- Be jt 1oy onlypvisdoim here
To serve the Lord with fllial faar,

was sung by the cholr.
KLDER JOIN HEXRY S8MITH,

natlon. On this subject a false senti-
ment had been bullt up in thy country
by mezns of fabrications and slanders.
Io thls way erroneous ideap had been
cetablished. There were not a few,
however, wpo nnderstood the question
justas it1s and were opposed to all
the mensures of the kind slmed at
Utah. Owing to the tlde of popnlar
feeling, they were 4 little reluctaut tg
aesert themgelves. If the /country
could be properly informed on the majn
stbject there wounld be no dificolty,
48 opposition would either cease or be
s0 moedified that it would searcely be
felt. The speaker, after stating that
the Edmunde-Tucker piil was one of
the most un-American and vuo-repeb-
lican messures ever passed byCengresa,
guve some detalls regarding the tactics
em]i‘loged by its friends to have it
rusbed through. the legisiative milk
without discussion., The mcasurc &8
it passed was 4 shard one upon the
“Mormon' people, yet, having been
modified before {is final passage, 1t bad
been shorn of many of its worst fea-
tures, and gave its promoters no com-
fort. If all ot Rs provislons hnd
been eliminated except that which
~4ve the goveinmor power to appoint
theofficers throwgbout the Territory
it woula have been a great victoryto
the schemers. Congress was not pro-

ared to go that far to satisly a popu-
ar sentunent. The section which de-
ciared the plural marital status vo be
polygam{punlshable with & five years’
penajty had fortunately beem strock
out. No new penalties and disabilities
were lugorporated In the bill, as ft
finally passed, against polrgamists,
There were, howevrer, within its pro-

of the Quorum of the Apostles, nd-
dressed the Conferencd, He expressed
regret that he had been unahle to be
present on the duy previons and thus
oe enabled to drink more fnlly into the
spirit of the instructions imparted
and of the speakers. He had no fears
in regard to the advarcemert of the
cause of the Gospel. I{ he had ever
entertained any fears in that direction
it had Dot been on account of the ac-

tion of outdide opponents; they had
beea Incited by. the indifference
of many. of the Saints, QOu the

other band he had been pleased Lo 8ee
the integrity evinced by 1be people
when the shafts of hate had been di-
rected apajust themn from the outside.
It had been held by the cnemies of the
Church that it was useless L0 attempt
to draw away from the faith those of
maturer years who were well grounded
in it in theory, principle and practice;
therefore the chlef assaults to break
the ranks must.be made upon the

young whose judygment 1s not
yet developed. For this pnrpose
schools and other institutions had

been established jn the widet of this
community to nndermine the religious
atructure reared, under the blessing of
God, by the Lutter-day Saints. So

iar as their edncation f§s com-
cerned mapy of s had Jeit
the <care of our children to

those who were of o contrary falth to
that held by ns, On this account some
inroads had been made amou? the
‘youth of Zion. Heretofore we bad re-
ied for the retention of our chiidren
in she fmith of the Gospel too moeh
uppn what truiniog counld be given
th@n st home, and fiad not evep di-
rected a commensuarate degree of at-
tention to that, Thus have those whoare
arrayed against us bad opportunities
of making breaches in the ranks of the'
young, Yet the harvest that would be
reaped by these who rpught ihi de-
struction of the work of God-would be
very limited, .
This wus a day of fastipg and prayer,
and it should be & pentecostal time,
when there woul be an out-
ouring of the power of
n the {ast meetlngs thc young
45 well ng the sged couid as-
gemble snd obtain testimonies of the
truth, line upon line and precepi npon
precept, until all doubting would be
removed. He conld reiterate the state-
ments of one of the previpus speakers
regurding tho increased interestin the
fast meetings and the concomitaunt
duties connectett with them. Many
bad by that means witnessed the exer-
cise and manifestations of the spliritaal
gifta of the Gospel that they had never
bejore beheld. The speaker felt tha
the people were improving, but there
was stlﬁ room for muoch greater ad-
vapcement. It was to be hoped that
the time would come when the tasat
meesings would be so marked s fealure
of our worship that every Latter-day
Saint business man would al such time
close his place of business nnd attenda
with bis family. The -work of God
had coms to stay and to move forward
and rootout inignity in every place.
1t could not be overthrown. The
speaker here bore & stromy Personal
tesiimony to the divine origin of the
Church.
ELDER JOHN T. CAINE

was the next speaker. He desired to
sy such things us wight be .prompted
by the Hely Spirit. He had had the
nonor of representing Utab in Con-
gress. Fromthe opening of the jate
session attempts were made to puass
additiona] ‘prosatpti\'e legislation,
Enceavordot that kind had been com-
mon for the last five vears, The istest
effort was to obtaio & measure to
secure the control of the Territory to
a minority, and especialiy to give them
-the power to mawnipuluts the public

in our midst. WIith thosc ontside of
of this Territory it was differeunt.
Thelr desire was to regulate the
domeatic affairs of the people ‘of
Utah. They took the ground that
H pluralmarriage is allowed to exist
thst system would spread and endan-

funds. This was the object of thoae glonstitution o

visions, punishinemts aimed at oon-
Mormon e¢timinals. There was no
desire in the adrginistration to de-
| prive  the peoble of Utah of
their rights #s American cliizeps,
It bud been said that Presideut Gleve-

$

land bkad been in fovor of the Ed- -

muzds-'Tucker” bill.
itrue. The speaker had it personilly
from the lips of the Chief Executive
that there were provislons in the mes-
sure that he did bot and could not
spprove, and therefore he did not
& FJ the bill.
wished the people to know that go ‘far
48 he was concerned there would be
no vindictivencss on the part of the
~overnment in the enforcement of such
aws. They must be applied injhe pame
way as all other Jaws, € WaB
not in fuvor of the extraordinary and
croel methods adopted by certaln offi-
cers in that regard. It ‘might appear
gtkange, in view of the President’s

be remembered’that this was a great
nation, with extensive und elaborale
Interests. So far as the encheattn(i
wlauses of tbe Kdmunas-Tucker bil
werae conegrned, be had no appreben-
sion that there was any desire on the
part of the 'government to rob the
Church of e cfroperr.y belonging
10 it. Regarding the Lest
oath he had been assured by
the leadinz meg who composed the
committee of c¥nference on the bill
that it did not enter the domain of be-
1tef, neither did it Involve or interfere
with the right ef church membership
or snpporting it by the payment of
tithing or other legitimate rmethods.
The speaker was glad that those wha
belonged to the party who had sought
thie destruction of popular government
$n Utah' had, at the first election (at
Rrigham Clt}? hield under the ausplces

of the new Jaw, gone beyond their

authority. They bhad gone inte the
region eof  bheliet and  ehnrch
wembership, This had enabled the

speaker to inform President Clevelnod

God.['ihat whathe hud feared had actually

been done. Hebad po idea that any
such illegal proceedings wonld ageit
be resorted to, as it wonld be an un-
profitable business to those™ who en-
gaged init. The speaker concjuded

¥ an exhortation to all to maintait
the principles of human freedom.

ELDERJ. R. WINDER

was the next speaker. He had beeas -
flecting on the situation as it wi
twenty-nine years ago, nnd that whie
existed to-day. K wag the time &
what was calied the '"‘move.'’ Maif
of the Latter-day Saints, of large fan-
ilies, iu that day, cogld put the whok
of thelr earthly sobstance into & wagn
and s8tart out, not knowing where tae/
were golng, lilrolmh the mad, takis
from three to four days to reach
lace from Salt Lake Clty. Now ¥
the speaker) came down in s Ji
over two hours in a comfortable ni-
way car and entered this capack®
buiiding to worship God. The dér
erance of the Sajpis from impends
danger at thattime was most
and wonderfal, It would bhe joE
atriking in the present and every fuire
crisis.

The coacluding -remarks of (his
meeting were made by 3

ELDEER JOOX NICHOLSON,

He beld that the present age wat the
most remarkable in the historyol the
world, in a general sense. it whaalo
a momentons epoch ib the (pmgress of
this community, tondern{ng Wwkom
many, {mportant predictions bad been
made.” Ampng them was ope enun:
«clated by Joseph Bmith, to the effect
that the principles inculcated in tbe

{pour common couptry
would be trodden under foot and tbe
nation disrupted by dlsintegratios
guses. It was the high destiny of

is people, when the honr of pe

should arrive, to take the lead-
tng part in the reorganisation
of the cou upoa - conssiia-

ger the marital systelm prevaleqt io the

Y ]
tigaal prigeipi®®.  Preparation Wis

He (Lthe Presldent) also |

oplnions and sentiments, that the evlls ;
tbat bad exlsted in the courts here |
were not lmumedistely cured. It mnst |

This ‘wae not .
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