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CENTAL aw
FIRST DAY

the fifty seventh general annual
conference of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints convened
in the utah stake tabernacle at proprovevaD

at 10 am april eth 1887 agoot1 e
lorewzo snow presiding

there were present on the stand of
the quorum of the Twelvetwelve
lorenzo snowbiow franklin D RiricardscUrds
heber J grant and john W taylor
patriarch johnn smith several mem
berof the presiding council ofet the
sevseventiesaties A 0 tsmoot of
atawutah stake Presidentident angus mcannon
of the salt lake stake and many lead-
ing officials of various otlie rakes of
zion

conference was called to order by
apostle lorenzo snow 4

the choir sang the hyma commenc-
ing

AlalmeteaMeted saint to christ draw near I1

thy bavas gragraciouscious promise here
aneopening prayer was offered by

elder angus MmcannorMCanncannonoa
god moves inia a mysterious way
his wonders to perform

was sung by the choir
JOHN W TAYLOR

was the first speaker de-
sired by the aid of the holy spirit to
say so appropriate to the cir-
cumstancescum stances of the people although
the building was not sufficiently largearge
to accommodateall the saints who at-
tendedten led general conference it was an
excellent structure with admirablemirableud
acoustic properties

the speakereaker related a conversation
that bad occurred between himself and
a stringerstranger in this part of the country
this person enquired ofef turnhim the
speaker whetwhetherlier hebe thought the late
special legislation passed by congress
would have tire effect of entirely dis-
rupting the church the answer was
to the effect that the majority of the
litterlatter day saints were able to take up
the scriptures and give a reason torfor
the hope that is in them they received
a testimony of the truth otof the gospel

as they understood it for them-
selves they would rather relinquish
their lives than renounce their relig-
ion such a people could not be de-
stroyedst the stranger saia uene was a
great admirer of sincerity but it was
suggested tobianto him that sincerity in that
which wasas erroneous would not be
beneficial the saints combined sin-
cerity with the truth of their religion
this gentleman appeared to be much
interested in an explanation ofef the
eternity of the marriage covenantGovcov
when performed by a man holding
similar power to that which was given
to peter by the savior to bind on
earth and it would be bound in heav-
en

the speaker asked the question
whether the recent congressional leg-
islation against the saints was doing
any good among the latter if so it was
not to be regretted being a means of
educating the people up to a higher
standard in answering this interro-
gation hebe dwelt for some time upon
the ordinance of fastifasting prayerprayer bandand
the donating for the support of the
poor the first thursday of each monthmugbeing set apartspart for that purpose this
ordordinanceliance had aa the past been but
poorly observed recently howehoweverer
a great change had occuroccurredreO thethe
hand of persecution was laidIW upon the
people they are aroused to dilli
geuegence and the meetings on fast ddaysa s
are crowded if even this sortsoli-
tary object should be attained
the effects of the positionoppositionop
would be good but there werawere other
directions in which benefits accrued
it is not enough that the people shall
merely come together and pay their
offerings there is a host 0ot children
growing up among the saints many
of these heritages of the vord sicken
and die we go into the world and
proclaim the gospel and assert that
obedience will bring about its gifts
among them that of healing faith
and the gift of healing are not as prev-
alent as they should be among
the people no man can enjoy
the gift of healing unless hebe
have the spirit of fasting and
prayer so is it with regard to the
spirit otof prophesy the absence of
spiritualpirituil gifts shows that there is to
some extent the ovenhaven of apostasyapostagy
among the saints the speaker re-
ferred in support of this part of his
subject to a number of incidents in
point that are related in the scriptures
the incidents were not only as refer
rinering directly to the gift of healing but
as exhibiting the key of power as in-
corporatedcorporated inm the ordinance of fasting
the speaker stated that a yyoungoung man
somesometimetime since arose in a thinly at-
tended fast meeting and predicted that
the time was near when such gather-
ings would bebd so crowded that there
would not be found sufficientclent standing
room that part of the prophesy had
been fulfilled

elder taylor then dwelt forforfiome
otla upon educational matters he
spoke lain words of commendation re-
garding the brigham younyoung9 academy
the system that prevails in it is uchsuchs
that students who graduate therein
come out of the institution with an
understanding of the principles of the
gospel will necessarily look pleas-
ingID at the listlast general conference
belaheld at an epistle from the
first presidency Wwasas read one point
imiteimpressedabd upon theth people throughgli
thatthai channel was the necessityty of es-
tablishingtab lishing denominational schools for
latter day saints notnet much had yet
been done since the publication otof

that epistle in the direction referred to
other religionists established schoschoolsplo
and some people claiming to be latter
day saints sent their children i he
them no matter what plightmight be
the religious faith of a parent
if hhe be consistent he will desdesireI1 re that
his children be trained in the same
line the speaker would prefer to see
a large number of schools established
u uponpon the plan pointed out by the first
presidency each taught by a good
sound intelligent latter day saint
than a great many elders sent into wethe
world to preach the gospel the good
accomplished in the former would be
greater than by the latter if adverse
legislation and other formsforkas of persecu-
tion should drive the saints into
adoptingad a higher phase of education
than now obtained the results would
indeed be gratifying the speaker
stated that

agethe first presidency were
in good health andaad enjoying the bless
in the almighty he concludedwil general exhortation to faithful-
ness

ELDER ABRAM H CANNON

of the Coittcil of the seventies waswah
the next speaker and briefly addressed
the congregation he rejoiced at the
privilegelege of attending a general con-
ferenceirence a pleasure he bad not had for
two years notwithstanding existing
troubles there was abundant cause for
thankfulness to the almighty I1 ad
appeared frequently as if tae people
were about to fall into the hands of
their enemies and that they should be
in bondagebondad yet the lord had delivered
them wethe saints were growing
stronger sid brighter by the
ordeals through which they were
passing and the set time to favor zion
and cause her to shine in splendor
wasatwas at hand no unprejudiced personperdon
could help acknowledging that the
wonderful endurance exhibited by thebe
saints was duedu to something more
than fanaticism they bad been up-
held by the power of the spirit of god
the speaker was pleapleased to witness a
spirit of inquiry growing among thebe
young people who are preparing
to take part in the great
work of the latter days they
would yd become a power inthein the
earth those who attended this con-
ference ought to carry to their homesboines
the spirit of thitanss gathering and the
instructions imparted it was a
source of satisfaction that so many of
the brethren berat liberty notwith-
standing the schemes of the wicked
the deliverancedeliverance promised to the
saints would come but the contest
involved in the future developments of
the present state of affairs would
cause allail to be tested all earthly
considerations williwill have to be made
secondary to the integrity that must be
maintained toward the work of god
in this way persecution was rendered
a cleansing process those who were
oot vessels of honor could not endure
and would fallfail by the way and thus
was the community ppurged from hypo-
crites

ELDER A 0 SMOOT
president of utah stake announced
that itif those visitors who were
without suitable places at which to
ledge would remain after the close of
the meeting they would be cared fyfor
by a committee appointed for the pur-
pose the same committee would act
IRIB that capacity during the entire ses-
sion that no visitor might go
videdaided for

the choir sungsang an anthem
when the lord shall build up zonzaon

benediction by elder A 0 smoot
recess till 2 p in

AFTERNOON
conference resumed at 2
singing by the choir

the towers of zion soon shall rise
above the hills and reach the skies

prayer by elder john nicholson
were not ashamed to own our lord

and worship him onearth
was sung by the choir

ALDERELDER UMBER J ORANTGRANT
of the quorum of the Aapostlesastles ad-
dressed the conference aehe bore tes-
timony to the ineyincreasedeased faith and goodgoo
works of the latter day saintsmints he
could endorse in that regard the
statements made by elder taylor rebe
deatly he had teenbeen on a as far south
as st george he had seen the people
leave their vocations andturn out to
meetings filling the hallshails where they
were helgheld to overflowing this wasas a
result of the opposition directed
against the church history thusthu re-
peats itself opposition to those wrosewhose
cause is rightonly serves to strengthen
them and renderreader them more resolute
before the present phase of things set
in not a few of the saints had alpar
antly forgotten the purpose for which
they gathered from the lands of ahelf
nativity opposition had caused many
of them to return to their first love
and to incincreaserOase their affection for the
truth if the saints desired the things
of the world in place of the righteous-
ness of the kingdom of god itif they
labor to that end they can
gain their object but it re-
quiresaires energy to accomplish this
but if this endeavor absorbs the in-
terest that should be taken in the
thingst in s of the kingdom they will lan-
guishruis spiritually on the same princi-
plele tthathat the things otbt this world vanan
beeoobtainedatained by blending every energy
towtowardard their attainment some peo-
plele however seem to think that thepatbthingss of god can be obtained aithowithoutut
eeffortff t this itis erroneous wewa must
earn what we obtain in ministering
among the people it is found that
where people do not live their religion
blessings are slowislow to come becausebersube

thebhe laws uponuon which they are
predicatedpredicatea haveave not been fulfilled
inln instances where the laws of the
gospel have been lived up to faith
could be exercised by the terint
servants of god and the desired re-
sults follow in this church one man
iss not dependent upon another for
light and for a testimony of the truth
ofof the gospel were it not torfor this
factact our position would indeed appear
hopeless all are entitled to the rev
elation of 8spiritirit to guide
themthein in their several spheresspheres as much
as the president of the church is to
obtain revelation lorfor the guidance of
the community as an entirety
but this inestimable blessing can
only be attained and enjoyed by mak-
ing the necessary effort

somerenSosome men go into the world and in-
stead of preaching the pure pprinciplesinciples
of the dospel as revealed
ridicule and tear down theth rellreligionsgions of
the day the effect of this is to in-
duce persecution men who tear down
the religious houses theories of the
day before destewinting a better dwelling
and inviting em within are simply
persecuted for their own want of wis-
dom andaad not torfor the truths
sake those who claim to have
faith and charity and do
not sustain those pretensions
with works in harmony with
such professprofessionsionN they are spiritospirituallyally
leaddead and only fit to be lopped off
from the religious tree which will be
the more healthy by being thus de-
nuded the trouble that will come
upon the saints will be so overwhelm-
ing that nothing but the power of god
will enable them to endure hewkohe who
does not live so as to enjoy it will in-
evitablyevitably fall by the way he who
keeps the commandcommandmentmenO of god has
no reason to tearfear no matter what may
transpire

ELDER ANGUS M CANNON

president of salt lake stake was the
next speaker he said he experienced

when he undertook to
address the audience many changes
had transpired sincebince he last spoke to
the people in provo this assemblage
was composed of people of various
nations who haobad come to the tops of
the mountains to be taught in the ways
of the lord jesus came to do his
fathers will no his own and prom-
ised that his disciples should yet do
greater works than he had performed
in accordance with the call
made through john the revelatorlievelator
we had gathered out otof babylon that
invitation having been repeated in this
days have we actually gathered out ofet
spiritualtuat babylon by leaving hereher vilsevils
behind instead otof bringbringingg and perpet-
uating them here A fewaw years ago a
revelation came to us through presi-
dent john taylor to the effect that we
should repent and set ouroar houses in
order the speaker had witnessed
evidences of repentance on the part of
the people this was an encouraging
indication and led him to see a glim-
mer of light the lordlard would
hear the prayers of his
people and deliver them from all their
joesfoes he would provide a ramrain in the
thicket for thertheir salvation we are a
nation of priests and a process of
separation was going on among us
those who are for god were exhibit-
ing their position by good works
those who were of the spirit of baby-
lon were showing their situation with
equal distinctness the condemnation
ofofthe world was that light had come
into the world but a certain class of
men preferred darknessdarknesa because their
deeds were evil he knew I1 of
a former eminent elder now

MO
hebe would give all he possessed of an
earthly characteracter if hebe could prove to
bis satisfaction that the gospel as un-
derstoodderdbr stood by thetha latter day saints was
not a divine system

elder cannon then spoke on the
word of wisdom delineating the
blessings promised as a result of
obedience to it president young hadbad
stated in 1862 or 1863 that none would
be permitted lo10to take part in the build-
ing up 0of zion on that spot desig-
nated by the finger of cevela
tion hee had known of some
striking instances wherein the non-
observance hoftkeof the word of wisdom
ahad been a great drawback to the ad-
vancementvanvane cementement of individuals and related
one that had come under his own ob-
servation the power accruing in the
matter of exercising the siftgift of healing
was the speaker held that
light upon this subject had come into
the world and those who accepted it
not were under a species of condemna-
tion we need to obey every counsel
of the almighty to enable us to with-
stand the onslaughts of codrour enemies

it is a question whether ancient is-
rael was in a closer place than now
confronts the saints if the latest
measure had failed in bringing the
people into bondage this failure was
not to be accredited to any change in
the feelings and desires of their ene-
mies if the people wish teebhe incubus
of oppression to be lifted and the
prisons no longer to hold thehe servants
of god the families no longer to be
scattered abroad they have but to re-
pent of their sins those who had
sought to enslave the saints
anandI1 to obtain the political
mastery over them lain a territorial
countycountyandand municipal sagacitycagacapacitycity were
angry because those wwhoe bad notliot
entered into the extended marriage re-
lation peculiar to the saints were will-
ing tote take an oath to the effect that
they would not break recently enactedlawselaws theythay were angry because this
class of saints were willing to steuateo in
and save the whole community from
going under the heel of the oppressor
auandgoudespoueydespAes there were aexie menben

among us however who hadbat ever
obeyedobeyedthethe celestial marriage system
against which recent laws were aimed
who did not feel that they could not take
this oath the speaker thought so
too such were not in a position to de-
fend the people of god or their cause
those who had never obeyed the law
of celestial marriage need have no
tearfear however that they were breaking
any religiousreli gous covenant in taking that
oath that they would obey the law of the
cohcountryjohntry and not aid abet counsel or
advise others to break it brotherbrothercan-
non concluded by denouncingthe ways
of the wicked and exhorting the saints
mohaveto have nothing to do with them or
their doings

ELDER GEORGE GODDARD

addressed the congregation on the
subject of sabbath schools the fprd
of wisdom and kindred subjects 9

ansingingI1 giug by the choir
thine 0 lord is the greatness

benedictionBenedictioa by patriarch zebedee
coltrin

SECOND DAY
april ath 10 am it

singing by the choir
0 god thouareatgreat thou goodogood thou wise

eternal is I1thyby name
thy power hathbath reared the lofty skies

and built creationscreationlB frame
prayer by elder jacob gates

be it my here
to serve the lordrd with filial fewfear

was sung by the choir
ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH

of the quorum of the apostles ad-
dressed tae conferenceConfer ened he expressed
regret that he had been unable to be
present on the day previous and thus
oene enabled to drink more fully into the
spirit of the instructions imparted
and of the speakers he had no fears
in regard to the advancement of the
cause of the gospel it he had ever
entertained any fears in that direction
it had not been on account of tile ac-
tion of outside opponents they had
been incited by the indifference
of many of the saints on the
other hand he had been pleased to see
the integrity evinced by thothai people
when the shafts of hatebate nadhad been di-
rected against them from the outside
it had been held by the enemies of the
church that it was useless to attempt
to draw away from the faith those of

years who were well grounded
in it in theory principle and practice
therefore the chief assaults to bbreakr
the ranks must hebe made upon tilethe
young whoserhosev judgment is notdot
yet developed for this purpose
schools ancland other institutionts had
been established in the midst of this
community to undermine the religious
structure reared under blessing of
god by the latter day saints so
far as their education is con-
cerned many of us had left
the care of ouroar children to
those who were of a contrary faith to
that held by us on this account some
inroads had been made amonte the
youth of zion heretofore we hadbaa re-
lied for ane retention of our children
in the faith of the gospel too much
upupon what training could be given
thachipi at home and fiadfad not even di-
rected a commensurate degree of at-
tention to that thus have those who are
arrayed against us had opportunities
of makinmaking breaches in the ranks of
young yetet the harvest that would be
reaped by those who sought the de-
structionst of the work of god would be
very limited

this was a day of fasting and prayer
and it should be a pentecostal time
when therethera aouwouldld be an out-
pouring of the power of god
anfnin the fast meetings the young
as well as the aged could as-
semble and obtain testimonies of the
truth line upon line and precept upon
precept until all doubting would be
removed he could reiterate the state
mentsmeats of one of the prepreviousvigus speakers
regarding tue increased interest in the
lastfast meetings and the concomitant
duties connected with them many
had by that means witnessed the exer-
cise and manifestations of the sRispiritualritual
gifts of the gospel that they had never
before beheld th speaker felt that
the people were impiimprovingoving but there
was still room torfor much greater ad-
vancementvan cement it was to be hoped that
the time would come when the lastfast
meetings would be so marked a feature
of our worship that every latter day
saint business man would at such timetim
close his place of business and attend
with hisbis family the work of god
had come to stay and to move forward
and root out iniquity in every place
it could not be overthrown tilethe
speaker here bore a strong personal
testimony to the divine origin of the
chchurch

ELDERBIDER JOHN T CAINE

was the next speaker he desired to
say such things AS might be prompted
by the holyhaly spirit he hadbad had the
honor of repriserep rese utah in con-
gress from the opening of the late
session attempts were made to pass
additional proscriptivelve legislation
endeavors of that kind had been com-
mon for the last five yearsvears the latestlatent
effort was to obtain a measure to
secure the control of the territory to
a minority and especially to give them

6jabeathe power to manipulate the public
funds the object of those
in our midst with those outside of
of this territory it was different
their desire wwasas to regulate the
domestic affairs of the people of
utah they took the ground that
if plural marriage is allowed to exist
that system would spread and endan-
ger the marital system prevalentlyprevalentla tho

nation anthison this subject a false senti-
ment hadbad been built up in the country
by means of fabrications and slandersandensl
in this way erroneous ideas had beert
established there were not a few
however wwho0 understood the question
just as it is and were opposed to alla
the measures of the kind almedaimed at
utah owing to the tide of popular
feeling they were a little reluctant to
assert themselves if the country
could be properly informedon the main
subject there would be no difficulty
as opposition would either cease or oebe
so modified that it would scarcely be
felt the speaker after stating that
the edmundsedmunda tucker bail11 waswall one of
the most un american and un
lican measures ever passed Congressby
gave some details regarding the tactics
ememployeddoged by its friends to have itbuscerushed through the legislegislativelatIA mill
without discussion the measure aaa
it passed waswai a shardhard one upon themormonit people yet having been
modified before its final passage it had
been shorn of many of its worst fea-
tures and gave its promoters no com-
fort itif gaii11 of kaHs provisions had
been eliminated except that which
ave the governorgoveinor power to appoint

theame officers throughout the territory
it would have been a great victory to
the schemers congress was not pre-
paredI1 to go that far to satisfy sapopaa popu-
larfar sentiment the section which de-
clared the plural marital status to be
polypolygamykamy punishable with a five years
penalty had fortunately been struck
oat no new penalties and disabilities
were incorporated in the bill as it
finally passed against polygamists
there were however within its pro-
visions punishments aimed at non
mormon criminals there was no
desire in the administration to de-
priver e the people of utah of0II11abttheirI1 r rights as american citizens
it hadbad been said that president cleve
land had been in favor of the ed
munds tucker bill this was not
true the speaker had it personally
from the lips of the chief executive
that there were provisions in the
sure abatbathebe did not and could not
approve and therefore he did not
sign the bill he the president also 1l

wished the people to know that so dar
as hebe was there would be
no vindictiveness on the part of the
government in the enforcement of such
laws they must be applied inthe same
way as all other laws tiehe was
not in favor of the extraordinary and
cruel methods adopted by certain
cers in that regard it inmightlit appeararesiatlearstistrangeauge in view ofet the presidentsI1outs
opinionsions and sentiments that the evils
that ligedhad existed in the courts here J
were not immediately cured a must
be remembered that tkthisIs was a great
natiosnatieb with extensive and elaborate 3

interests toso far as the es cheattcheatingin
elapses of the edmunds tucker billail f
were concerned bebb had no apprehen-
sion that there was any desire on the
part of the government to rob the
church of the property belonging
to it regardingI1ina the test 4
oath he had been assured bybv
the leadingleadlne mea who composed thithe
committee of dilinference on the bill
that it did not enter the domain oabe 4
lietlief neither did it involve or interfere I1
with the right ofef church membership
or supporting it by the payment of
tithing or other legitimate methods
the speaker was gidgladgiddd that those who
belonged to the party who bad sought
the destruction of popular government
tain utah had at the first election at
brigham city held undertinder the auspices z

of the new lawjaw gone beyond their
authority theyrhey had gone into the
region ofef belief and cchurchh
membership this had enabled the
speaker to inform president cleveland
that whattiehe hadbad feared hadbad actually
been done he had no idea that any
such illegal proceedings would again
be resorted to as it would 06b an un
profitable business to those who ena
aged in it the speaker

an exhortation to all to waihaintl
fiea principles of human freedom

JIT R

was the next speaker he had beantbeeam
fleeting on the situation as it n
twenty nine years ago and that ww
existed totodaydaday it was the time if
what was csiticalled the lomovemove
of the latter day saints of large tux
alies in that da co d put thethewwhhritsenceof their earthly sub nee into aa wwooi
and start out not knowing whereho ra tw
were going through the mad uka

from three to four days to reach aww
place from salt lake city now
the speaker came down in a 4

over two hours in a comfortable ill
wws car and entered this capachicaPUP
building to worship god the
erancearance of the saints from impe
danger at that time was most wRaandnd wwonderfulonderfur it would be 0 o

8strikingatiking in the present and every A

crisis
the concluding remarks at

meeting were made by
ti

ELDER JOJOHN NICHOL

ilehe held that the present age WUu theth
most remarkable in the histohistoryhi ryotol01 the
world in a general sense it aiasW uso
a momentous epoch in the propels olof

this ecommunityomm anity condern FV

najwao
predictions JIM been

maded amongaifong them was owove MD
Xdated by josephcopl smith to the effect

thattiethat the principles inculcated inilk the
of our common cantry

would be trodden underunderfootfact AWand the
nation disrupted by
aused it was the hibbagh destiny of01

this people when the hourboar of perilpeni

should arrive to take aks fied61
ing part in the
of the country
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