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while the true servant of god the real
reformer of today is pointing out the
errors of the multitude attacking the
prejudices of countrymen denouncing
their crueltiescruel ties enlightening and enlarg-
ing their minds and educating their con-
science not because he loves himself
but because he loves and serves his god
and wishes totd make hishi country great
and free he refuses to stoop cannot
be bribed by the promise of success or
fear otof failure but walks the highway of
right and in disaster stands erect with
that beautiful sentiment looming on his
countenance together we stand
divided we fall

may the latter day saints as they
bear the burden of this transitory world
wear upon their brows the laurel
mingled with the oak may they ever
have kind and loyal friends to go with
them all along the uneven pathway of
life and at last when they have finished
their earthly mission and the expiring
lamp of life slowly burns away may its
last flickering beam go out in peace
without one ray otof reregretgrettoto marthemar the
happiness of such a solemn occasion

and by the blessing of god may
this country itself through the teachings
of these saints become a splendid
monumentnot of oppression and terror
as some predict but of wisdom of

peacedeace and of liberty upon which the
world may gaze with admiration
forever E A MICHUM
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that your readers who are interested
in missionary life may have an idea howbow
the work is still going on with us away
down here in alabama we offer an
item or two for publication

in the early part otof last month elders
john D durfee of aurora sevier coun-
ty utah and william taT dotson of ma
nasnassasa colorado were released from
their labors here to return home upon
his release the latter went over to the
home of his relatives in choctaw
county mississippi to spend some
weeks among them prior to his setting
out for the west the mission of elder
dotson has been of especial interest and
satisfaction to him some years ago
while nearly all of his relatives were not
in sympathy with our faith he received
a patriarchal blessing in which was a
promise that he if faithful would hahaveve
the privilege of bringing9 many olof his
kindred into the church when this
promise was made the elder could see
na possibility of its realization as his
relatives were far removed by distance
as well as by faith time passed on and
still there appeared to him no indica-
tions of the fulfilmentfulfillment of the promise
he reached the age generally consid-
ered too far advanced for missionary
labors in the south but at this time
when doubt might have entered his
mind he recereceivedivea a letter from P 0
box B extending him an invitation to
take a mission to the southern states
still this did not clear away all diffi-
cultiescul ties after his arrival at chattanooga
there were about ten chances to one
that he would get in a conference in
which his relatives did not reresidesicie as
there were I1 understand ten or eleven
conferences inein tie mission at that time
true brother dotson might have sug-
gested that he work in a locality near
his kinsfolks but he had no idea that

such a right belonged to him it was
his belief that the servants of god ap-
pointed torfor that purpose were perfectly
competent to discharge their duty this
belief was strengthened in him when he
learned that he had been appointed to
labor in the north alabama conference
which by the way takes in the northern
half of mississippisip pi as well as the corres-
ponding part of alabama not all the
barriers were yet removed however
between his relatives and the truth alt-
hough now more favorably disposed
than formerly toward the faith of the
elder they were not at all eager to join
themselves to that faith it was not un-
til after he had worked diligently among
them that he saw prospects of the fulfilfulfill
ment of the patriarchs promise and
just at this time threats of violence
against the mormonscormons in that neighbor
hood caused the elder to leave for a lo-
cality less hostile to truth tellers after
a little the threatened violence subsided
and he went back and soon baptized
eleven of his relatives among whom is
his aged father a number of whose able
articarticleslesinin defense of the gospel I1 have
noted with interest in recent issues ofif
your paper A week or two ago this
aged fathers poetic taste and religious
zeal led him to give expression to the
following thoughts

while darkness reigns from pole to pole
oer regions scattered far and wide

amazing blindness fills the soul
and turns the multitudes aside

men don their sacre robes
and lead their flocks astray

all oer the habitable globe
sin has its mighty sway

the elders go and cry aloud
to men of every clime

the bold the haughty and the proud
are warned iromfrom time to time

some heed their message and obey
the mandates from on high

while others turn from it away
and hinder those who try

ahlah sad the thought whorewhere will they be
who fight against the light

in woe and sorrow they must flee
to an eternal night

since last winter other members otofthe family have been baptized these
with the eleven mentioned have been
organized recently into a branch oiof the
church which is now in a thriving and
prospering condition thus the inspired
predictionrediction of the patriarch and the fondkopeshopes of the missionary are being hap-
pily realized

this last month elder R B ashley
and myself have been traveling in three
or tour counties in the north central
part of this state we have found many
persons with a fair knowledge of our
doctrines and people our missionaries
have been here from time to time for the
past twenty five years they have left
tractractsts copies of the voice oiof warwarningilau
and other church literature which hhavea ve
been silently but effectively at work
transforming false notions of the gospel
plan into better conceptions of christs
work

it is worthy of note that some of the
divines here whether intentionally or
unintentionally often draw into their
sermons large quantities of mormon
doctrine these preachers no less thanwa
the recognized religious stars of the
nation find that such sermons assist
them materially in maintaining their dig-
nity among men of reason the prin-
ciples which were once delivered to the
saints and which have been brobrought
forth again by the boy prophet of the
nineteenth century are creeping into


