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years. Of course the landowuers were
also compensated by the Government
The land laws of Russin, strange to
SAY, frc amoDg the best existing in any
country in Kurope. In fact, every
farmer in Russia, i3 a laud and house
owner. But tradesmen, laborers, and
wageworkers in generul, generally are
the most wretched on enrth.

THE AR!ZONA FLOOD.

A LETTER received by 8. H. Kim-
bali, from Mesa, Arizona, dated Feb-
ruary 20th, states that there had been
a steady rain for pevernl days and
the Balt. River was higher than ever
wag knowu before. It waa all around
the Crismon House and the inmates
had to move out, The water was
running through tho streefs of - Lehi,
formerly (Joueaville) aml was up te
the flour millat Tempe, was aillaround
Winchester Miller's house and had
taken the railroad bridge all away aud
was doiug lots of damayge generally.

Lehi is probably the “Mormon®! set-
tlement on the south of Salt River that
thedispatches sy has been Jdestroyed.

-

A MALICIOUS MISREPRESENTATION.

Tiux fvllowing appenred in a VWash-
ington special, of Mareh Gth, to the
HBalt Lake Tribune:

“The 8alt Lake Public Building bill
died, with fifiy other public building

bills, & inounment to the dilatoriness and
inefficiency of John T. Caine.”

That sentence embodies a wilful and
malicinus uutruth. The efforts of Del-
egate Unine to procure the passage of
the bill for an appropriation for a public
butlding in this city were given pub-
Heity only a short time since. He
lahored energetically with the Cougres-
sionn]l committee which had the matter
in band. In answet to his earncst
pleadinga the chairman informed him
that the committee could not properly
report the Balt Lake bill for passage, in
vigw of the denials to so many other
ard larger gities. MMr. Caine then pre-
sented reasons why this eity should be

preferred te many others, such
a8 her rapidly growing popu-
Inticn and the immesse resources

of the surrounding country.

But even aside from the fact of ‘he
inbors of Mr. Caine before the commit-
tee, the dispateh itself exhibits the in-
Justice of the imputation thrown upon
him. 'The Utah biil simp!y shared the
pame fate as‘*fifly other public buildirg
bills.** The loglc of the telegram,
followed legitimalely, would imply
that the half hundred other measures
were defeated by the same cause—‘‘the
dilatoriness and inefticieney’* of ths
various Congressmen who represented
the proposed beneficiaries of the blils,

The defent of 8ll thoke measurcs
simply exemplifies the argument with
which Mr. Cnine was met when he
urged & favorable report upou the one
relating to Salt Lake.

SIGNIFICENT POLITICAL MOVEMENT.

DevELOrMENTS in the politieal do-
mains of many forelgn countries are of
& slartling character. On the 4th iyst.
a couvention assembled at Bydney,
A ugtralia, for the purpose of framing a
coustitution preliminary to forming a
federation of the British Colonies in
the South Pacifie. From what source
the inspiratiom for thiz work has
emanated & not quite clear. Rir Henry
Parkes is reported at the head of the
new develupmeut. Aund it is to be in-
furred that he has the sanction of the
gtutesmen of the mother country. A
federation of the Ausiralian Coloules
might mean, or might not mean, inde-
pendence of England. [t means, at
all events, better protection against
foreign powers.

There is & possibillly, that England
may Yet be Involved in trouble with
somc Eurepean powers, and an un-
protected Australia would offer a
tempting field for the iuvader. Under
the new federation, a syslema of coanst
defense can be inaugurafed, A navy
can be established, amd & native militin
organized. With (hese cafe guards,
Epgland might Yook for help from her
colonies, rath:er than be their helpless
proteetor in case of war with IRussia,
Germany or Some other power.

In Capada pulitics are asssuming a
shape that means a great deal. There
a Btrong party exists, which favors
annexation to the United States. The
question of race as well as re-
ligion enters largely inte the
domesiic affairs of Canada. An-
nexatiou to thiis conntry would bring
with it these troublesome issues.
Would that be adesirable introduction?
We have already such a variety of
races that fusion to some observers
appears impossible. The questions of
race, religion and even of languago have
also come to the front during the past

few years. Willit be prudent to invite
more of Lhis kind .by appexing
Cannda.

The news from Mexico shows that
the best of harmony does not prevail
between United States citizens and
people of that country. Sometime ago
there was tallk of annexing Mexico,
but the Mexicans would not hear of it,
The politival pot is boiling.

Just prior to its decision the late Con-
gress enacted a Jaw extending the time
of payment for yublic lands ip cases of
failures of erope.

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

ANCIENT ANERICAN RELICS.

The following is from s Crittenden,
Arizona, letter which appeared somme
time ago in the Philadelphin Tinies.

While removing earth for the founda-
tion of a now hotel to be erecied by Ilar-
mon & Brooka of this city, there was dis-
govered what gcems 10 be tho tomb of a
king, though of whut people it would
doubtless puzzioan antiquavian lo say,
The workinen had penetrated at somo
cight feet below tho surface ofthe ground,
what {hey took to be a stone of soft, fria-
ble nature, but which was cvidenily ma-
sonry of fuperior workmanship, when
they roached the tontb itsclf. This was
composed of large square blocks of stone,
which was identified as red or rose gran-
ite, and eceineniesl togelther with such
gkill s to at first cruse the whole, niea-
suring 12x15 fcet, to appear as a solid
muass. The opening of this, while very
difficult, as the use of power was prohibit-
od by Mr. Hendrickson, whoasa learned
archmeologist, was placed in charge of the
exlipmation by the authoritics, was ac-
complijshed by nigh!, when the interest
and curosi ¥y of the party was so pgreat
thet the work was con‘inued by lamp-
light till dawn,

“The tomb whan openad was found to
contain a gigantic image of o man lyin
at full length and made of clay mixa
with a sort of preparation which gives it
a bright blue color and u slight elusticity,
the whole appearing to have been subject
to great heat. The image represents the
paked figure, except for a very tight
girdle about the waist, a palr of~elose-
fitling sandals, and a crown on the head
shaped very much like a bishop's miter,
it topped with the head of a bawlk or
eaglo.

“The features are rouglhly meulded,are
of an imperfous cast, and of u man’in
middle age, wilh A prominent noase snd a
very large mouth, but with oheskbones
go low as to precludo atl idex that tho
original could have been an Indian. Tho
hands, which are as small s a woeimnan's,
and bear on the backs the hend ot tho
bird, as on the crown, are crossed on tho
hreast and held an lmapgo about three
inches long of a squatting figure, prob-
ably iat of a god. The fect are also
crosséd, the right presenung tha peculi-
arity of possessing a sixth toe, which the
sandal is cut to bring into prominence, as
if the ownpor had prided himsclf on i*,
The hair on the image is dressed in thick
curls on both sides of the head, reaching
to tho shoulders, and hrought down lo
the brows over the forehead. .

Careful examination of this elay figura
revealed Uiat it was merely the claborawo
coffin of the real body, and could be
opened from the back. This wns done-
with all possible eare, 80 as Dot to disturlh
the remains within, but a few handfuls of
dust, dark brown and aimost impalpable
powder, i8 all that was left of the bhody.
Tho crown, howerer, togother with tho
girdle, ilie image of the god, and a large
Dattle-ax with a blade of sharp glass or
obsidian and & handle of pelrvified wood
wero found in the coffin.

The erown is of thick red gold, carved
with minute bnt well-oxecuted drawingsa
representing  baitle scencs, trivmphal
marches, and other pietures, the meaning
of which is somewhat misty, but in _all
the principal figure is that of a man with
yix toes on his right foot. The workman-
ship of the whola erown ia very fine, and
the bird’e liead on top is a masterpieca
worthy of Cellinf. It holds in its mouth
a magniticent chalchuites, or green dia-
mond, valued by the Aztees, whichshowa
some attempts at lapidification.

#Tho girdle found is composed of
plates of gold srranged liko seales and
very thin, 50 as to givo with every move-
ment of the wearer's body., On each of
these plates, which {3 in shape of half



