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EDITORIALS.

A DARGEROU3 BENTIMENT.

Bx-BENATOR Bnucu, {colored) Ra-
glster of the United Btates Treas-
uary, s eredited with havingexpreas-
ed & very dangerous semtiment a
day or two ago. Bpeaking of the
recent Bupreme Court decision on
tbe Civil Righta bill, he is repre-
sented a3 gaying: “It dozs not re-
fizot the sentiment of the people as
a court declsion ought to do.””

It iz difficnlt to comprehend how
e ruppoeediy censible, capabie and
intelligent man conld entertain so
miachievous a vle® as expreszed in
that sentence. What would be lhe
reznlt if it prevailed in the courts of
the coantry ? Thelr judicial func-
tiona proper would be abolished, and
the chief bulwarks of human Jife
and Bberty ewept away. It would
only devolve upon them to ascer-
tain the popular sentiment on any
eubject requiring thelr cognizance
sand action, and glve thelr decizions
ccoordingly.

Pablic sentiment ehonld not enter
into the decisions of courts at all
except it be In harmony with the
Constitution and laws made in uni-
eon with that “glorious instru.
ment., Unfortunately, the popular
feellng is too often in opposition to
the right, The masses not being
disposed to invesiigate matters of
moment and eound them in all
their deptha with the tocuchstone of
reason, are often awayed by prejus
dice and lirbls to bs Influenced in
thefr bearings by designing Enaves
and demagogues. They are zpt to
be inclined by the influence of pas-

efon or self-Interest, and their senti-’

ment should never govern the deol.
sicns of the conrts, whose chief
glory consists in the piwer to act
dispassionstely and after the mrost
careful research and consideration,

When the popular rentiment and
the spirit and intent of the law are
harmonious, then the wcourts are
doubly strong when they decide in
the proper direction. We have sl
waya held the opinion since the
eritation of the liguor question in
Northern Utah, that the sentiment
of the people—In favor of prohibi-
tion—was In nnison with the intent
of the law, though the purport was
somewhat vaguely expressed. Thelr
honors of the Bupreme Court of the
Territory appeared to take a differant
view, however, and their deeision
fell in faver of the liguor traffic
We cite this as an inatance of the

pular sentiment being in conform-

ty with the genius of the law, and
with which we consequently do not
think the Court wonld have erred in
deciding in harmony.

We zre afraid ex-Senstor Bruce
expresses & view that Is altogether
too prevalent slready, and the in-
sidlons spread of such an opindon is

_dangerous to the commonwealth, If
it once fairly took hold of the jndici.
ary of the country it wou!d -redace
the government to chaos; men
clothed with the ermineare a3 hu-
man a3 other people. Of all existing
eafeguards in the body politio, the
judiciary is by {ar the most import-
ant, aud it is a deplorable fact that
there iz none too rauch confidenee in
the Judicial structore as a whole now.
Thie fact ie felt more forcibly by a
community like this than any oth-
er. The men who preside in the
Courts of Utah are placed in their
positions wiihout the sanction of the

people, “And In view of the
prejudice abroad againat the
mafjorfty of the citizens kept
in a atate of chronie activiiy

by a #mall band of designing dema-
gozues who reside here, perhaps in
no other field are the indaocements
a0 etrong for the courts to be sway-
ed by general sentiment in place of
the merits of matters in litigation.
The people here have occagionally
enéfered geverely in coneequence.
Men who have ocoupled positions on
the bench have taken popular sen-
timent as their gnide, and decided
times almost without mumbor in
opposition to the Iaw and constitu-
tional principles, Temporary wrongs
in this way inflicted, might often
have beenl rendered permanent but
for the intervention of dispassionate
deoreeq of the Bupreme Tribonal of
the iand.

The Constitution 18 the supreme
law of the land, but in ex-SBenator
Bruce's estimation popalar eenti-
ment shouald be lifted to that exalt-
ed position. The expresalon of sach
8 view as that isan inciplent plea
In favor of mob law.

SPREAD THE TRUIA.

WE are in receipt of & letter from a
gentlemsan in the East, to whose
request for papers giving correct
ldeas of the character and condition
of the “Mormons” we responded a
short time since, He now wrltes to
the effect that his eyes ure opened
to the fact that the Latter.day
Baints are far froo being thé de-
praved and blood-thirsty people
they have been represented as
belng. While there nre some things
in their religlon that he considera
erroneous, on the gther hand, there
are many others that are good, true
and beautifal,

It ia quite a progressive step to
take to 80 far invesiigate ¢Mormon-
ism*’ ea to be able to see beanties in
it. The probabilities are that the
more he investigates, if hecontinues
in thegood work, the movre of beanty
and troth he will. zee in the
system, and the objections
he now holds will, by competent
exypianations, dizappear a8 the early
enow before the yenial raya of the
san, The correspcndent i8evident-
Iy a bellever in the Becriptures, and
it is ocertain that he ecannot very
well retain s bellef in them and re-
pudizte what the world call ¢ Mor-
monism? in whole or In part,

There i3 one barrier in the way of
our correspondent, however. It isan
exceedingly common one. He re-
quests In  his communication that
his tidentity be not raade public as,
being connected with =2 religions
body, if it were Enown that
ke was even enquiring in
in relation to the **Mormcens” the
consequences would be rather dread.
ful. Thisshould be an additional
evidence to him of the truth of the
syatem after which he has been
stretching out Just a little, because if
he fecls sure that hiz nsme would
be east out as evl), on accomnt
of & mere inquiry into the status of &
popularly despised religions body
what shonld be naturally expect if
he were really to take up hia erozs,
and identify himself with it?

Buot ther€ is a moral in this Jnel-
dent which should not be lost sight
of. Itchowsthe influence wielded
by this journal and other publica-
tions giving proper reprecentations
of the character of the communily
of Latter-day Baints upon those
whose information has heretofore
been derlved entirely from opposi-
tion, unfavorable and unreliable
spurces, ‘Those who sre intersat-
ed in epreading the truth sbould he
sofficiently soto help to circniate

which it can be communicated to
the people.

jFrom Thursday's Dally, Nov, 1]
BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY.

THIs is the 76th anniversary of the
birthday of President John Taylor.
The ocorelon was honored this after-
noon by a social gathering of the
famijy and a number of the personal
friends of the esteemed and beloved
veteran, at the Gsrdo Houre,

But few men in the history of the
world have exhibited so much de-
votion to the general interests of
humanity as has been manifested
in the life of thia reepected cham-
plon of truth, justice and the rights
of man. In common with the hosis
o! his friends, who hold him in the
higheat estimation, we congratulate
him, on his natal day, on.the faot
of his having reached * so
ripe  an  8age, and I8  yet
8o well precerved, We wish him
numerous refurns of the day, that
he may live many yesars to be uzeful
to his fellowmen and an example to
all, as ha has ever been, of stability
aud fidelity to the cause of right,
My the blessings of the Most High
continue to be copiously showered
upon his véenerahle head.

>
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COMMISSIONS FOR LOCAL
OFFICERS.

THERE appears to be & misnnder-
standing with some of our friends In
regard to the necessity of commis-
sione from the Governmor to
officers elected under the laws of
the Territory, and also in relation to
the Becretary and his fee for thoze
commlssions. SBome of our conntry
contemporariet seem fo be under
the impression that the Becretary
has been requiring officers elect to

abrond the Iiterary medioms by

obtain commieslons, simply for the
purpose of gaining the munificent
sum of one dollar per head, and that
the commiseicn costing that sum is
worthless when received. We do
not view this matter in that light.
In the first place the Organic Act
provides that the Governor *shalil

commiesion all officers who shall be
appointed to flll offices under the
laws of the sald Territory.,” Thisls
construed by many good lawyers
and eome jnuges to cover the whole
groand orf officiais receiving offi-

ces under  our local lawa.
And thelr positlon i8 not to
be set aside without romething

more than & negative or a sneer. It
iz not unrezsonable to coneider that
the intent of Congress was to en-
dow the Governor with power to
comraission aif _the local officers.
We admniit that the terms “elected™
and “‘appeointed” have a different
technical glgnification, But an
officer’s election ia not unfrequently
referred to as his appointment to
office, and we think there are good
reasops for the uze of the term in
this sense, It has been urged by
one of our cvan!ry contemporariex
that no officers but probate Jadges
and justices of the peace are requir-
ed by tne Jawa of the Tairitory 1o be
cemmissioned by ths Governor,
Reference to the lawa will show
that the zet for the election of pro-
bate Judgea does niot require them to
be commiszioned by the Governor,
and that the sct In reference to the
election of juatices of the peace and
constables docs require both of these
officera to bo gu commissioned. (See
Compiled Laws, pp. 122, 111.)

1t should be understood that the
Becretary hes required no ome to
obtain & Commiss:on or to pay him
a cent. It iIs the Governor that
glves the commireion, the Beoretary
dues the clerical work and affixes
the sexzi of the Territory, and our
local laws give him a fee of one dol-
lar for this, Officers apply for these
Commissions, and in 1esuing "them
and receiving ttie fee these officiala
act within the lines of the law, and
are not open to ths censure which
some have hLsstily puesed upon
them., It is & fact, too, that no one
has been denled 5 commission who
hag not paid the fee, bat it iz a fact
that quite s nmamber have received
it witnout payment.

Then the commissfon, even if not
specially required by law in all
cases is not altogether worthlera.
It ia good, s>lid evidence that the
person holding i¢ has been elscted
or appointed to the offlpe of which
it iz = certificate. In oar opinion it
is worth at lesst a dollar on that
account.

It is also a mlistake to suppose
that this js the firet year when such
commiseions have been issued to
county and pre. mnct otticers. For a
long term of ye 81t haa been the
practice in some -ounties for those
officers to apply { Iand recelve com-
missfons from the Governor and swe
do not kee Where tney were in error
in doing so. Now as to the pergula-
ites of the Becretary. It is well
known that hizsalary is not large
and if our friends will take the
tromble to count op the number of
officials in the Territory, and ces
what the sum amounts {o at a dollar
& head,some of them only belng
elected every four years and most of
the othera every two years,they will
see that the annnal amonnt 18 not
great and not worth much quarrel-
ing abont.

Our opinion ig, that in theee times
when advantage may bs taken of
any technicailty, 1t ia best to com-
ply with constitutionsl law Inevery
respect, and give it the widest lati-
tude of whioh ite language iz capa-
ble. In this case a doliar 1s & small
amouant, and being the token and
eign and seal of title to an office, is
& sum not rashly or worthlessly ex-
teuaded by any officer elect.

UNPROFITABLE ENTERTAIN-
MENTS.

PERBAP3 DO elty of its population 15
more liberally provided with amuse-
menta than Balt Lake, Besldes the
strictly local supply, there Is a con-
atant contributory source in the va-
rious snd namerous companies who
gtop bere on their passerpes east and
wesf acroas the continent.

There is no getting away from the
fact that amusements have much to

do with inflwencing public taste and
character, High toned entertain.
ments will tone up the popular sen-
timent and tendency, while those

of an esmentially groveling nature

have a more or less degrading eflect.
Belleving the exhibitions given by
professional pngiliats tobe of the
latter order, and having very clear
and distinct opinions on the sub-
ject, we bhope that no sach
entertainments as that provided by
Mr, Ryan will be witneesed in this
clty any more, While we do not
wizh toshow eny dlsrespect to that
gentleman, wa view professional
pugiliam as devoid of any redeeming
feature, end exhibitions o fte
methods are necessarily tinged with
the eame nature. )

We sppreclate the difficulty an-
der which caterers to the puablic
demand for amutement labor, in
the existing condition of popular in-
clicatiom, which 18 more or less
‘vitisted, frequently <causing the
lowest formee of amusement 1o be
the most liberally patronized. We
hope to see the time, however,when
in~ providing for the satisf=ction
of jthe humen instinet which
craves for change and relaxation
in the shape of amusement, the
element’of moral eflect kept more
strongly in view than at present.
That elass of entertainment, accord.
ing to cur view, that tends to calii-
vate the higher capacities of the
people or that is embellished with
an instruotive moral is alone legiti-
mele. Letus have no more exirib-
itfone of the most adroit and scien-
titic methoue of battering the hwa-
man face and form divine, While
they may be finsueially profitable,
they are morally degrading.

A FEARFUL RUPERSTITION.

A few daya ngo we published & para-
graph from the ChicagojTridune in
which was comprised one of the lat-
est statements of alleged $*Mormon*
superstition, It was in substance
that when & lady member of the
church dics & black face-cloth is
placed over the face of the dead.
Dnleea this is removed at the resur-
rection by & man who was the hus-
band of the decessed in life, she

must remain for ever in onter dark-
ness, and cannot enter jthe celestial
kingdom. This is said to be Impli-
citly believed by **Mormon” women
and gerves to xesp them within the
circleof the plural marrisge aystem.
Wo have seen the paragraph In
several papers sines its appearance
in our Chicagoicontemporary,and so
it goes on its regular round,

We are always plessed to vindi-
cate the veracity of the newepapers
and the clergy, beth of whom in-
dulge in masny statements upon
“Mormonism® and the “Mormons,””
but we regret that they give us =0
few opportunities of derlving enjoy-
ment from that cause when they
tounch on that subject. However
palnful it may be to our feelings to
even intimste thatso oistingnished
s paper would Le guilty of being
actoated by prejudice oreelf-interest
that would lead it from the path of
striot trathfulness, we are consirsined
to point out & few Inaccaracien
in this statement. Without wish.
ing to be unnecezsarily offensive we
must say that no**dMormon” woman
expoota after death to have a face-
cloth removed from her countenance
by her husband or anybody else.
we will add also that mo ¢*Mor-
mon” husband antiefpates hav.
ing to perform this office for
his dead wife or anybody else.
Perhaps we have said enough
iz relation to what is not expected
to be done, but we will doubtless be
pardoned for stating, on positive
gnowledge, a3 & farther addition,
and to render the explanation a
little more complete, that no face-
cloth 1s.laid over ihe faces of the
ladies of the Church., If the talent-
ed snd Ilngeniows Chicago editor
wonld kindly, iIn the interestsof
truth and for the beneflt of his
copylog contemporaries and their
readers, make these few corrections,
he may safely heraid the balance of
the article to 5 benighted world as a
formidable array of demaging faots,
on account of the existence of which
an argy shonld at once be dispatch-
ed to Utah to obliterate from the
tace of the earth a people ao darken-
ot as to entertaln such fearfal super-
stitions.

Iu case we might be suppezed to
be in error, those who wish to prove
the trath or falsity of our position
can do o by a simple process, Lset
such attend a funeral of ome of our
gisters, view the face of the dead in
the casket, a privilege afforded as a
ruole to all, witness the fastening
down of the Iid, observe the body
lowered into the tomb, minus any-
thing in the shape ot a face-cloth.

But it occurs to us as abeurd to ex

‘pears aimoat incredibje,

| was a etanding threat against the

peot people to go to so mach troub’e
to aecartain a truth, when a fable g
much more congenisl with their
natares. The fact 18 that nothing 1
too improbable to be told or betieved
about the *AMormons.”

—_———-——
SPEED AND EFFICIENCY.

AN incident reisted to us yesterday
1ustieted the dispatch and rapidity
of actlon attained by our city fire
department by the recent improve-
ments made in comnection wilh it.
When the slarm was sounded for
the blaze at the Whittemore Hotel

near the U, . depot, a gentlem=zn,
who waa stopping at the Grenig
Houee, adjacent to Fireman’s Hall,

stepped ont of that establishment
immedlately after the first tap of the
bell. Notwithstending the fsct that
he made no delay tn his exit, when
bhe reached the gidewalk the four
atationary men with horee end hose-
cart were spinning westwa

helf  way between the Clt

Hall and Esast Temple BStreet
having harnedssd dashed ont of the,
engine room and gained that dis-
tance in = space of time that made
the rapldity of movement sppewr
almost magicsl, It s esthmated
that tbey reached the scezne of
the flxe inmide of two and =
& half minutes from the time of
startipg from the hall, but that a)

We have
heard a good many remarks compl
mentary to the Brigade for their sx
pert, intelligent and capable conduct
at the fires, If there is any fault t

be foond with the  general
ity of ‘‘the boys” 14t is prinei:
pally sn  account of a trifle

too much disregard for their owx
persoeel safety, While it is praise
worthy to put forth every pos:ibie.
effor{ to save property from destruc
tion by the devouring element, it
should not be done at a tco rash
riek of human life and Hmb.

In looking et the ramains of the
ekating rink, which coversd a large
surface of ground and was totalls
consumed, it seems s masatter of as
tonishment that contigunonms bulilg-
ings were #aved,especially the houee:
of Col. Beatie, which iz within =
few feet of the spot where thes

barned ballding stood, LI
shows  that the efforta o
the firemen were Intelligently

directed. When it is spparent th

& borning buildlng is jnevitably
doomed to destruction in deflancec
any endeavors ta rave it, all the ens
ergies of the firemen should be turn-
ed to the work of defending adja-
cengstroctures from coptzet wikth
the flames. This was effectualiy
doue at the skating pavitiion fire oif
yeaterday morning. i

TENDERCIES OF S8KATING
PAVILIONS.

THE desiruction of property by we

alwaya affords food for regret, bLu.
the extent and intensity of thas
sentiment naturally depends upor)
the nature of what has been demnol.
ished. There Is considerable sym-«
pathy, in which we join, for thy
gentlemen who loet s0 heavily by

the burning of the skating pavillog
on West Temple Btreet. So far wg
we are concerned the regret goes no
farther,and has no connection what
ever with the ocharactef of the in.
stitution that was conduoted in thw
fire-trap which was consumed ory
Bunday morning. We Jook upory

skating pavillone =ss t{raps io
another mente, tendimg to wuy
apare  the feet of the young

and lead them from the atric
paths of propriety. They are plage
to be shunned as dangerous to tha
morals of soclety., While the tin
der construotion of the building des
troyed was a standing menace (4
ad}acent properly less liable to il¢
rapid actlon of fire, the Institntiox
carried on within its elender wall

morals of the young and unwary
this oity, and it therefore stood

relief n the form of a deuble nui
anoe.

In taking thia position we do no
wish to cast any personal reflectic
upon the proprietors of the lat
pavilion. For apything we kno
they may have conducied theires
tablishment in ‘the strictest pr
priety it was within thelr pow
er to introduoce. They m
have carried .on thelr basiness
well a2 it could be. Bat grantin
this, the fact would mob diszips

our obfectiona to ckating paviliog



