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creek and In the ruts made by the wag-
on wheels what in thelp Ignorance and
Inexperience they called brags. They
had heard of gold dust, but this was
not dust, These pleces wore big and
heavy, gome of them as large as the
end of one's finger Decidedly, it was
not goid, It must, then, be brass, But
it was pretty, this "brass,” and It at
tracted the attention in particular of
the women and chil iren, who were the
ones who mainly gathered it. The men
had about ull they could attend to, to
get thelr wagons through the dim ult
lulf‘,\‘

These wagons and the buckets hung
to the sides, were painted a vivid blue,
It was into the buckets that the worth-

less nuggets were thrown, In ecrossing

the Deschutes piver the wagons were
partially capsized, and many of the
emigrants’ belongings Jost. Among

8uch ag went to the bottom of the Des
chutes were the buckets that carried

the cliffs and chasms
X : lase on strange ghape and coloring
lmboldt apg o Ch In them | whepe the Odd or unusual in mountain
’ " s Wd | or platn ig about you alwayvs and every-
t ’ f J‘ Where, there )jes, Still unfound by the
{ fasols bl USL | prospectors, g canyon that these aged
B o1 avinn, | : £labus- [ and earnest men will tell you {& rich
§ slone 1 : Al 1 in nuggets of gold—the canyon of the
o N | “Blue Bucket” diggings
i ud . H | fn 1545 one of the earliest trains of
" 0k ‘ & Go out ‘ emigrants crossings the plaing, with
Nl b, T mouth | Oregon forp an objective point, was |
s (1 Wourking its way down the banks of the
ad Humboldt and at Grave lly Ford, a not-
Nty eole ed polnt on the old road where the sta-
L ton of Beowawe now |s, separated into
i " two parties, one continuing on down
g 0 Quant) %
0w b ' the Humboldt, river, while the other
’ took the road by the way of Black
Warted Rock into Calitornia. It was the latter
Y of them | bvarty that, on reaching the Pacific
"It they g . coast, had startling storles to tell of
e in ¢ thelr adventures upon the way, after
kep—g l Betting Into the country back from the
% olaly river, that in the rarly days was known
At )
NEY A at ' as “Mary's river,” instead of Humboldt,
14 L | ( Pe ” N
UEer Nstoners g \ ‘,1,'“:, This is what they told;
X no in lv‘.--l :‘“‘ After leaving Black Rock -perhaps
2y tn 4 ]“ ."M three or four days’ travel beyond—they
in 104 >
" e of ith | had paseed through & canyon so deep
I" L "} these | #nd rough that “only a bird seemed
It . U0 ] able 1o el out, once In." However,
@ il Futcesstully overcoming a deluge of
thr (78 Care- | qim ulties that beset them, th 'y finally
TOURh  the | made their way through., Yet, even so,
No tust to be | In many places they had to take their
crowd e apen- | WAgons apart, and-piece by plece—
cateq 1} hoist them up clifs and down declivi-
e e for | tieg by means of ropes, It was when
{ " they Jeqd they were directing their course to-
ing . r the Nar {4;'1.‘”‘ and " ard the "I'\\m lec-r” ["‘“)\“ of Ore-
betngs ) U of desert-roving, | 8°M. though while yet within Nevada,
L ape, A lagt, in i ' | that they had come upon this canyon,
"Rt e al ¢ lonely | to them unknown and unnamed, even
e N e in any description glven by other way-
iy that h:"'("“[.n’()yo(]" farers who came Jater. Nor had they
“( ting UBtry, whe " | had knuwlmlgv of it from other emi-
Lot ROUR A g by the | grants who had gone before, It seemed
e Uniteg ENAs been fagh. | to be a branch little used turning out
"l ¢ Work of tha great | from the main way, There, while the
® eroxion of the cen. | VHEONS Were grinding their way over
b, mg bowlders and broken rock of all sorts
king a ! and sizes, they found, fn the shallow

the bright bits of yellow metal

Some
however, had

been put elsewhere--g
very few pleces—and were thus saved,
and taken with their other possessions
into Oregon, where mogt of the eml-
Rrants settled, Some of them, later,
went gouthward and eventually—in
188—~found themselyes at Sutter's
Fort. They remalined there during the
first months of that year and were
shown gold dust and small nuggets, and
In them they recognized a metal that
they had Suppoged to be “brass,"

Doubting if any of thelr old com-
panions had retained the bits of “brass"
they had brought 1o the West with

them, they neverthels 88
making Inquiry,
could reach them,

wrote to them
As soon-.as a letier
there come not glone
the reply, but small nuggets that had
heen preserveq through the years by
the smaller children who had kept them
foy playthings,

Comparison with the nuggets then
being shown at Sutter Creak proved the
old ones to be gold, A PArty of ninety
was organized and well equipped for
the journey and At once gtarted back.
In Epite of the friendly warnings that
Indlans were Up In armg against the
whites, and traveling had become even
more perilous than before. Regardiess
of the almost COrtaln danger, they et
out. Of the ninety who left, full of
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By Idah Meacham Strobridge in San Francisco Chronicle.
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