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vinced him that 'they were not
looking ro much for the Gospel, but
their main object seemed to be to have
ap earthly kingdom restored unto them.
8til}, he believed there were many Jews
w ho would be fonnd ready to receivethe
Gospel, and his belief also was that
in time muny of the Mahvmmedans
would likewise. The labors of the.
u)lssionaries’ up to new had been
chiefly among the Armeniuns; they
bhad likewise iabored among the
Greekls. . )

The speaker related various interest-
ing incldents in the course of "his
travels, and .concluded by reciting a
few lines in the Turkish language.

The congregation joined with the
choir in singlng the hymn:

Wae thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet,
To guide us in Lthese latter days.

Benediction waa roncunced hy

Counselor Churles W, Penrose.

e ———————

INDIAN TERRITORY MISSION.

We left Manard Tuesday, January
12, at noon. At Fort Gibzon, while
waiting for the train, we visited the
United States cemetery, wifere bunp-
dreda of the Union soldiers now sleep.

Taking train here, we soon arrived
al Bragg’s Station, where an old
friend, a prominent and influentiai
gontleman, made us welcume. He is
an “‘infigel,’” but seemed highly
pleased to meet two of his “*Mormon?
friends, In this psection the doors
were closed againat the KElders. A
prom!nent but bigoted, self-righteous
man assumed the responsibility of pre-
venting the preaching of the Gospel
here, Since that time our infidel
friend has become e%ally prominent
nent, if not more so. He is postmaster,
nolary public and & successful merch-
ant, Fortunately he owns A meeting
bouse, which he opens to the Elders
and proffers assisiance In holding
mestings there.

Opposite Webber Falls we met
friends und prospective members
among the Cherokees. Illlnols is the
Iron Mountain railroad station near
here, which has,in afew years, sprung
up to be quite a town. On the left is a
hotel, stores aud other buildings, while
on the right is an acre of ground
covered with cotton bules, ihis being a
cotton-growing district. A rlde of
three-quarters of a mile takes us to
Arkaneas river. The ferry boat belng
frozen in the ice, we were put over by
a Cherokes boy on a ekiff. The river
is fully a quarter of a mile wide here.
Awaiting oo the otber shore with a
team, was our friend and brother, B. G.
Mabry, who had come twenty rmiles
to take us to his bome, which isthe
avuthern headguarters of the Elders.
a driveof five miles over the river
bottoms, amid extensive farms of from
one to four hundred acres, where
Amony the lofty dead trees and stumps

corn prows to an unusual height, and | ! ! 2
cotton is me high as u man’s head. | making {:repamtmns to buiid n meeting

Acres and nacree of the Iatter is
still unpicked. .After leaving the
botfoms for two or three miles,
und cropsing the Dirdy river:
we pass over the rolling hills and
through the hollows, among the

scrubby timbers. We now come
to the vast  prairle, the mo-
notony of whiech is only broken

bere and there hy a little rise of the
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ground and a emaliatream along which
growstrees. To the left, as far as the
eye can reach, ig a skirt of timber
bordering the Arkansas river. To the
right, and reaching totbe south, iz a
hill covered with a forest, atthe foot of
which runs the M. K. & T. R, R, from
Ht. Louis to Texas.

Haviog orossed the prairle and
nenred our southern home on the
Canadian river (the boundary line be-
tween the Cherokee and Ciioctaw na-
tions) we are again ameong the rolling
hills and timber, For five miles we
passthrough a grove of oaks, ash, eim,
hickory, walnut and the famous syea-
more tree, wild plums, coffoe bean,
persimmons, wild cherry and sassafiras
trees, katoba, black locust,honey locust,
white, soft and sugar maple, huck-eye,
pecan, box elder, dog-wood, cedar and
the beautiful Jinden.

Here the grape vioes and honey-
suckles ollmb the trees. Followlng
the lLhmba out they have become
separate from the trunk a hundred feet
high, and hung like the ropes and rig-
ging of a ship, In the summer time
these woods assume a grand appesr-
ance. As thesun was just hlding Le-
hind tke western horizon, we arrived
at our “lIndian bome.’” On a lttle
elevation, risiog from the Canadian
bottoma, 18 a two-roomed log-house,
conueoled by an open entry. A chim-
ney is placed at the outer end of each
room, and the doors open into the hall.
Around the house ls an orchard, and,
reaching out for half a mile, ia a pro-
ductive farm.

Eight years ago, while Apostle Teas-
daie and KElder Dulton were in the
(Cherokee nation, the latter had a
dream. Liater on while Elder Felt ac-
companied Elder Dalton, they were
strongly impressed to follow out the
Impressions received through the
dream, which was to the effect that
““a person had appeared to Bruther
Dalton, clothed in white, who, waving
his hand to the south repeated three
times, “Goover the river, go overthe
river, go over theriver; they are now
waiting for you.*!

In the spring of 1884 they orossed the |
Arkansas river, and found {n this
meighborbood & fulfiiment of the
dream. The Queen‘and leader of the
party, & Cherokee Iady, was our dear
friend and sister Saily Mabry, Brother
Seborn Mahry, her husband, a white
man from QGeorgia, and hls father’s
household followed. And since the
day B, G. Mubry opened his doors te
the Elders he has been graeatly blessed.
Aunt Bally, as we call her, has wisely
aeccepted suggestions and assistance
from the Utah boys, and provides fruit
and vegetables to eat Instead of so much
hog meat.

The Elderr bhad cnme home from
their varioua fields, the Cberokee, Choc-
taw and Chickasaw nations, to meet
ug at our appvinted time and place,
Eldera Rawlings and Stott remained ot
Manard, where they are busily engaged

houge. We lelt them well and bappy,
full of zeal, enjoyinyg the spirlt of their
missions.

Elder Merrill, preslding Elder here,
who has been inthe fleld a considerabls
time, is o much of a Cherokee that
he has B genuine Indian expression
and movement. The Cherokee’s take
kindly to him. The Indian lonke to

old men for cocuncil. KElder Merrill

I
fsgrowing a beard to give anappearance
of age to hia aspect. Elder Allen ia
the same good natured, rugged fellow,
fu}l of life, vigor and health, the same
as we knew bim in.Coveville, Utah,
Elder Nicholas has only changed for
the better, He looks fine and fat, He
apd Elder Peters were quite tired,

having just walked forty miles over .

rough stony roads to refch here in
time for our glad meeling. Elder
Woodbury isaiso In excellent ¢ondition.
Elder Peters ia just as happy as when
surrounded by »n roomful of merry
school chiluren at home.He looks about
the same 18 wheuon Three Mile Creek,
Box Elder county, except that he has
had one of his ears frozen, causing the
injured member to look a litule abnor-
mal. ElderLabrum 8 in fine condition.
Uocle Bebe and Aunt Sally, little
Johony and Ethel are always bappy
and are cheered when the boys returu
from their trips.

For some time we have abandoned
the Cherokee flell. Recently a new
interest has been awakened., Uurold

riends were aflraid we would Dot re-
turn again, and have been writing
letters of inquiry about the **Mormon??
Elders.and want them {o come out and
gtuy all winter, and not wait till spriog.
Many want,us to eall, and others avaw
themaselves read y for baptism when the
warm weather comes,they being afraid
of cold water in the winter.

The Choetaws {furplsh iooney.
They ure kind friends, quite 8 number
of inveatigatiora and several membuers.
The Chickasaw nation, an entirely-
pew place of labor, promices well to
become a faithful ield, Ex-{iovernor
Harris’ family, prominent and well-tos
do Chickasaws, have opened their
doors and hearts to the gospel. Unlike
the cold recueption of the grepel among
thé Cherokee’s received - by its
pioneers, there is warm welcome from
the people thus far. The Klders who
wil | continue their laborsa in that
seotion of the couutry, will,in all
probability, write you concernfng the
people; the oountry and the mission
us the work developes,

M. W. DALTON,
ANDREW KiMBALL.
BRIARTOWN, Chetokee Natlon,T T.

SUPPLEMENTARY.
Fditor Deserel News.

As a supplement to the sabove, a
brief account ef our pleasant time to-
gether, may be of interest to some of
your readers,

The evening following the arrlval of
President Kimball and KElder Dalton,
and the return of the Elders from their
various fields of Inhur, we hud a very
pleasant mesting together.

There were present, besidea the two
above mentioned, Elders F. F. Mer-
rilt (Fillmore), H. H. Allen (Cove-
ville), F. B. Woodbury (Salt Lake
City), Geo. Lahrum {Meadow), Leslle
Nichols and P. H. Peters (Brigham)
8. G, Mabry (local KElder). President
Kimball felt that the time had arrived
when 8 more complete organization
should exist, Heretofore there wus a
Presiding Klder only. A complete
organization was then effected. . F,
Merrill, who had been acting as Pre-
siding Elder, was unanimously sus-
tained in that position; P. H, Puters,
secretary; H. M. Rawlins, asslatant
senretary and treasurer, and pluced in
charge of the erection of a meeting
house ip the Cherokee Nation.
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