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states of columbia basbag paidpa iellel the
awardiward in the case of the 8steamert amer
montijo seized by tilethe authorities
of that government somebome years
since aandnd the amouabouamount13 t has been

to the claimants
mexican claims commission

it is with satisfaction that I1 am
able totd announce that tho joint
eomdomcommissionmissiOn fotTOT the adjustment of
claims between the united staler
and mexico under the conventionloii
of the dddurationrationrution pfaf which haslias
several limestimes been extended has
brought its labors to a close from
the report of the united states
which abdomaccompaniesbantes the papers
transmitted herherewithewh it will be
seen thalthat within illethe time limited
by tilethe commission one thousand
andDO seventeen claims on tilethe part
of citizens of thothu united states
ngaagaagainstldaIDA mexico wereeib refer-
red to thetho Commiscommissionerssio ners
df these claims eight hundredd and
hirty one were dismissed or dis-

allowedalloweddandand jn one hundred and
eighty sixpix cases awards were made
inn favor ofbf the claimants against
the bleilmexicanaanuan republic amounting
in the aggregate to four million
one hundred and twenty five thou-
sand shesix hundred and twenty two
dolldoildollarsarsandand twenty cents within
thet sammesatoe period hundred and
ninety eight claims on the part of
citizens of the mexican republic
against the united states were re-
ferred to the bomcommissionermissioner of
claimsclaimsi eightbight hundred and thirty
one were dismissed and disallowed
andandinin one hundred and fifty seven
casescabes awards were made in favor of
the claimants against the united
states amountingg in the aggregate
teto by the terms of the
convention the amount of these
awards is to bobe deducted from the
amount awarded in favor of our
citizens against mexico and the
balance only to be paid by mexico
to the united states ioanidleaving tilethe

lUtilted states to makomake provisions
for their proportion of the awards
in favor ofcf its own citizens I1 in

vitevito your attention to the legisla-
tionau which will be necessary to

far the payment
sir edneuned t

jnin this connection I1 am pleased
itoijo be able to the

due to bir edward
nahornthorn tonjtontod the umpire of the comeom
emission who hashab given to the con-
sideration of thethy jargejargo number of

submitted to him much timealerie
unwearied patience and that fair

irless and intelligence which araaia wellveil
knownknowli to belong to the

representative of greacrea
britain and which are likewise re-
cognized by the representative in
the country of the republic of

eMeblexico
VvenezuelanI1 claimsclaim

a monthly payments of iala very
small part of the am IDuntrue bby
the government nt venezuela to
citizens of the united states on
account of claims of the latter
against that government pon

isibuedinue to be made with reasonable
punctuality that government
has proposed to change the cystsystem
aichwhich it has hithebithehithertoarto purpursuedsueLl enilenliid
fillshis respect by issuing bonds forfoi

t part of the amount of the several
claims the proposition however
could not it is supposed properly
be accepted at least without thetho
consent of thetho holders ofbf certificates
of the indebtednessednes of vevenezuelanazuela
these are so much depressed thattiitdilditit would be difficult if not

1t bleblo to ascertain the dieppdisposition on
mietheXie subject
H axim

crimi rteteetc
il in former messages 1I chavelavo calledcallei

the attention of congress to the
necessity of legislation with regard
to fraudulent naturalization andanilitotthebe subject of expatriation land

otheathe election of nationality thenumbers of persons of foreign birth
66seekingehing a home infix the united
states the ease and facility

atwith xhicluelt the honest emigrant
imayi aftenafterartafterthe lapse of a reasonable

become possessed of all the
privileges of citizenship of the uni

and the frequent occa
sionslon with which such adopted cluciuf neona are induced toweto returnturn to the

their birtbirth renderbrender the sub
1 eject of

1 guards which experience has proved
0 necessary for the protection of the

f s honest naturalized citizens of para-
mount importance the verywery simaim

in the requirementsrequire mentsmenta of law
on this questionestion afford opportunityfuestionjufor fraudfrauchandand the want of uniform

lilyinity in thee proceedings and records
odtheof the various courts and in the
forms of the certificates of natural

issued afford a constantconstan

source oiof difficulty suggest no
additional requirements to the ac-
quisition of citizenship beyond

i those now existing butabut J invite
the earnest attention of congress
to the necessity and of
some provision regardingdiugdlug uniformi-
ty in the recordsand certificates
anand brovprovidingding against the frauds
Wwhichlehieh frequently take place and
for tilethe vacatinginiIDI of a recorddofafpf nna

obtained inla fraud
these provisions are needed in aid
and for the protection of the honest
citizen ofbf foreign abirbirthth aridand for
want of tillsthis hogheghoIho i madeWade tosutoftlueriner
not

the united pitatesstates has insisted
upon the right of expatriation and
has obtained after a longiong struggle
an admission of the principle con-
tendedtended for by the acquiescence
therein on the part of many foreign
powers and by the conclusionsionslon of
treaties on thadthat subject it ashow
ever but justicejustleeustice to thetilei government
to which such naturanaturalized1164 citizens
have formerly owed allegiance as
well asits to the unituniteded statstatesqs aasthatat
certain fixed and ddefiniteto rules
should be adopted governing bucheuch
cases providing how expatriation
may be while em-
igrants in largo numbersdumberg become
citizens of the united states it is
also true that personspersona bothhoth native
born and naturalized1117 once citi-
zens of the state eitherelther
by formal acts or as the eioeloejectact of a
seriesserles of facts and circumstances
abandon their citizenship and cease
to bobe entitled to the protection of
the united states but continue on
convenient occasions to assert a
claim to protection in the absence
of brovprovisionsinions on thetheethesee questions
and in this connection I1 again in-
vite your attention to the necessity
of legislation concerning the mar
biages of american citizens con-
tracted abroad and concerning the
status of american women who
may be foreigners and of children
born of Amerlameriamericancan parentsarents in apora for-
eign country Tthea delicate and
complicated questions continually
occurring with reference to natural
iza tion expatriation andad the statusstatue
of such persons as I1 have above re-
ferred to induce me to earnestly di-
rect your attentionln fagain to these
subjects

claimscintas of Allailallickehaenaihk
in like mannermanlier I1 repeatt my rertcommendation billatthat some meansmehrlmeArlmearineke

provided forfon the heaninghearing anaddand deter
minaminatitionlionoa of thelast bluaiaand subsisting
claim of aliens upon thethey govern
jentof the united slatesstates within
a reasonable of such
aas5 may hereafter arise while by
the existing provisions bf law the
court of claims may be in cer-
tain cases resorted to byanby an alien
claimant thethothe absence of anyapy gen-
eraleral proprovisions governing all such
cases andaudnd the want of0 tribunals
skilled in the dispositionoa ofbf sucheuch
cases upon recognizerecognizeda nixedfixed ani
settledbottled principles eeitherelthertiler provide no
fremedremedyly in many deservingse 1 g cases
or compel a eodCODconsiderationiidilderaldio 1i of buchsuch
claims byiby congress or the execu-
tive departments of the govgovern-
ment

rn
it is believedbellevpd that other

governments are inlia advance of the
united states upon this questionobiobb
and practice adopted
la enentirelytiaply unsatisfactory

coloradocolorado
congress by ann act tipripapproved on

the aa 0ofr march 1875 authorized
tirethe inhabitantsstants of the territory of
colorado to fornormform a state governs
mentmeatmen t with the nameM of the state
of colorado and therein provided
for the admission of said state
when formed into thothe union upon
anunequalequal footing with the original
states A constitution having bbeence 11

adopted and ratified by the people
of that state and an acting gov-
ernor having certified to me the
facts as provided by saldbaia tatoadtact to-
gether with a copy of sucu
tutioriandaridalid provided
for in fhetheho said ietletact indand the provi-
sions ofor said tbrict of congress having
been duly compiledcomplied with I1issued
a proclamation upuponon the off
august 18761976 a copy of which is18
hereto

war
thothe report of the secretary of

war shows that the army ilaslinshas been
actively employed during the year
in subduing at the request of tilethe
indian bureau certain wild bands
of0 the sioux indian nation and in
preserving peace at tha southhouth durdun
inytheing the election

the commission constituted un-
der the act of january 16- 611876
to consider and report the whole
subject of reform and the organiza-
tion of the whole army in august
lastlasty has called a large masa ofif stat-
istics and opinions bearlbearinging on

tiltho rusubjecteject before it these
are nowmow under considerationofI1
and that report is proprogressinggrossing I1
am advised though by the presi-
dent of the it will
bobe liblippracticableimpracticable to comply with
thoiho clause of the act requiring the
reepora to be presented through me
to congress on the first day of this
sessionbession As there hasbag not yet been
time for that mature deliberation
which the of the subject
demands therefore I1 ask that tilethe
timelime of making the report be ex-
tended to the day of january
1877 iniii accordance with the reso-
lution of august 15 1876 the army
regulations prepared under the act
of march 1 1875 have not been
promulgated but are held until
after the report of the above men-
tioned commission shall have been
received and acted upon

by an act of august loth 1870
the cavalry force of the army was
increased by 2500 men with the
provisoT that they should be dis-
charged

dis-t
arged on the expiration of the

hostilities on this authority the
cavalry regiments havehavet been
strengthened and a portion of
them are tile field pursuing
the remremnantsnautananta of tho indians with
whomi they have been engaged dur-
ing ththee summersummer

ththe estimates odthe warwan depart-
ment are made oonupon the basis of
the number of men authorizeauthorizeddbyby
lawaw and their requirements as
shown by years of experience and
alsoalbo with the purpose of a artpart of
the bureau officersri to provide for
all contingencies that mays aahiearieritetito
amrdaringrig the time for which thetile estiosti
mateffare mademadd exclusive ozithe
engineerseDgineerys estimates presenpresentediddrododd in
accordancei with theacethe act of congress
rocallingailing for surveys and estimates
forr improvements at various i

ties the estimates now presentpresentedbO
are about six millions inili excess oi01
the appropriations for the yearyearl
1874 75 and 1875 76 this imln
brecreasecreasahisefise 1lat1 asked in ta
provide for the increased avv
alry force shshould0uld their serEerservicesvices be
necessary to prosecute economi-
cally the work upon important
pupublicilclic builbuilding to provide for theold
armament of fortifications anclana the
manufacture of small arms aedaud t
replenish the working stock in the
supplyly department the appropri-
ations for these last named hamplhave
for the past tenyeten yearsarg beenson 11jami r
ted that the accumulations in store
will be entirely exhausted during
the present yeyearar and it will be
necessary to16 at onceones aln tito tere-
plenishpa them

I1 I1invitenyiavi te your Lspecial to
the followfollowingin g recorecommendationin emendationmendation ofcf
the secretaryy of war 1

first that the claims under the
act of the ath of july 18641861 for sup
pil66 taken by the armyarnny during the
war bbe removed from dledie offices of
the quartermaster and coincolncommissaryin j a aryars
generals and transferred to the

commission these
claimants are of a precisely similar
nature to those now before the
southern claims commission and
thethy war debt bureaus havehavo not tilethe
clerical nircehirce for their examination
nor the proper machinery for inves-
tigatingti the loyalty of the claim-
ants

second thabthat congress isanction
abeohethetha scheme bf anin annuity fund forfoe
ahefhe benefit of the families of deiceacesceasedbd officers anandd that italio pro-
vide for the permanent drgaorganiza

the regular service both of
which were recommended in my
lasklast annual message

third that the manufacturing
operations of thetho de-
partmentpart ment bobu concentrated at three
arsenal and an armoarmory and tthatit
the arsenals be sold and
thothe applied to tah object
by the ordnance departmentt
rrtallver anclanil harbor eniteuiten jt

the appropriations for river anda 11 d
improvements for the cur-

rent yearyeat were with
myy approval theth Secretaryof Wwarar
directed tillsthis aniadjo ut

should be expended and no
new works should be begun audand
nonenono prosecutedprosecutedi which woewonwole not
of national importance subse-
quently this amount vwm increased
to the
progressing on09 this datsbaislass the im-
provementpro of thothe south pass odthe
mississippi river under james B
eads and his associates is progres-
sing favorably at the present
time there laIs a channel of 2026
feetfleet ina depth jlejoejoeleenbetween the jettiesbetties at
the mouth of0 the passes andnd eigh-
teen and one half feet at tbthe head
of the pass neither channelchan fiel how-
ever has the width required

1

unfed before
payments can bobe made by tilethe
united BS atatsaless A commissioner aud

isenginengineereer oflicefiofficers are nnowOW examinemirlmill-
ing

1

chese works andanaa ed theirtheihel ri reportreportsff
will be presented as soon as re-
ceived

DdepartmentW

the report of the secretary of thenavy shows that branbranchbrauchch of the berasera
afee to be in ait condition asa effectivefractive
as it is possible to keep it with the
means the appropriationsirions give the
cepldepartmentrtruent it isis not of cobicaureeme
possible dorivalto rival the costly and pro-
gressivegressive establish inenined osofof the great
european powerpowers wwithith the 01oldoidd ma-
terial of our navy to which no in-
crease has ceen authorizedauthorizedauthorised since the
war except the eightelght smallsmail crulcruiserssers
built to supplyay the place of others
which had gone to decay yetyett the
most has bbeeneen done that was rossi
ble with the means at command
anandd by substantially rebuilding
some of 0ourur old ships with durable
material and the rerp
pairing and refitting of ourounMonitor
fleet the navy hasteenhas been gradually so60
brought up that shaugh it does not
maintain its relative position among11

the progressive navies of the world
it 1is now in a conalcondlconditionlidl1161erferfululandand effective thathan it ever has
bbenbeenen in time of peace the com-
plete

in
repairs of our nivefive heavy iron
are only delayed on account

of thetho inadequacy ofathethe appropri-
ations madmade I1lastt tearyeartiatta forford workingworld
the business of the departs nrnt
which were actually less iriniria
thonthen those made before tilethe warar I1

notwithstanding theiho greatly efieri
ppriceileeilce of labor and matematerialsfialA

and the incincrease of the cost bathbf the
naval serservicevige out bfor the
universal useuse and the great
expenseexpenses beamssteam machinery liellene-
cessary for these repairs should
be provided at once that they may
be completed without further un-
necessary delay and expense when
this is dodonene all the stranstrengthitq thatthat
there is in the navy will be devel1- 1Ij
ped andanti mehul to itsltd full capacapal i

ayiyityandallaudand allail wiliwillwillbebe powerful for
thehe purpose ofbf defense and alsoaiso torfor

netlonaction stioshouldulo necessity
forthafor thattarltariarisaarise within a reasonable
01distancestance fromfroni our hores thetho
fact that our navy is nebnet more
modern and powerful than it is
hasas beeneen made a baue ofcomplaint
againstdinst the secretary ofbf the navy
byy persons who albt tho same tim
criticisecriticiselse and complain ifnf his
vors to briorbring tad tryirvnavydavyiry that
have to its best and rnoruomost boffl

lenttient condition but the goodjoud sensebense
of the country willvill undunderstand that
it 11wailywally to his practical
t thiisthis time anyee r

naval folconorceforce atihk command
I1

d
postal

theth report of the postmaster gen-
eral shows the excess of expendi-
tures excluding expeapexpendituresel 04
accousaccountt ortheof the pieprepreviousiousidusfobs year over
the receipts for the fiscal year end-
ingID 1 june 30 1876 to be
6600 estimated0 expenditures for thetiie
bascal ceaf ending juneiune 8030 1878
are estimated rev

for the sampsamo period is
leavinglaing an estimated erces

of expenditure to betoe appropriated
as a deficiencydefice ncy of 26 43

the postmaster generadyGenecalyraly like hihl
predecessor is convinced that a
chachangericeldJn the basis g uhethe
salaries of postmasters of the rtb
class is n for
service as well as for the interest
of the government andind urgently
recommends that the compensation
odtheof the class of postmasters
mementionedtinned bobe based upon the buslbusi
nenesnesss of their respective offices a
ascertained from theoworpworn returns
totd thetho auditor of stamps cancaucanceledcofcOt

Aafeftewhew postmasters in the south-
ernelgeig states havehavo expressed gre baar

i
of their personal safety

oilon accountrecountaunt of their connection with
thetho postal gerviceservice and have speci-
ally requested that their tdeports of
apprehended danger should not bgbe
made public lest it should result in
the loss bf their ilveslives but no posi-
tivei

e testimony of interference has
been submitted except inid the casbecaste
ofaof a mail messenger at spartanburg
in south carolinaCaro llnailna who reported
that liehe had been violently drivondriven
awayawny while inili charge of thethel mallsmails
an account of his politicalfealleal affilia-
tions the assisassistanttaht superintend-
ent of the Bail wiyway mail servicebervice
investigated this case and reportreportedbd
that the messenger had disappeared
from hisbig post leaving his work to
bebie performed byubyhby a substitute thepostmaster general thinks this
casecaso is sufficiently suggestive tb
justify him in recommending that
a more severe punishment should
be provided for the offense of as-
saultingsaul ting any person in charge of
the mallsmails or of retarding or iother-
wise obstructing them by threats of
personal injury

A very ratifygratifying1ineing result is pre-
sentedfe ed in the fact that the dinndefic-
iency

C

of this debt during the last
fiscal yerseir was reduced to

isas against of
the preceding yearsseats the differ-
ence can be traced to tilethe lardelarge in
creasecreate of its ordinary
greatly exceed the estimates

and a slight decrease in its ex-
penditurestures the ordinary receipts
off the post office department for
the seven past fiscal yearsyear have in-
creased at an average rate of over
eight percentper cent per annum while
the increase of expenditure for ththe0
same perioperloperiodd has beerbee about nivefivee
fifty per cent per annuliannum and thetho
decrease of the deficiency in the

been at the taterate of
nearly two per cent per annum

ofor agriculture
the report of the commissioner

of agriculture accompanying this
message millmiliwill bobe found one of great
interest marking as it does the
great progress in the last centarcenturyiry
iniu thetile variety of of the
sellsail the increased knowledge and
skill in the labor of producing
saving and manufacturing the
same to prepare them for the uee
of manmau in the improvements of
machinery to aid the agriculturist
inin hihisbis ihllillilloiseloiss and in hefhe knowledge
of sclesolescientificc subjects necessary to a
thorough system in economy in
agricultural production namely
chemistry botany etymology
etc A studyaudy of this report
by those intinterestedcrested in agri-
culture and deriving their sup-
port from it will find it of value
iuin pointingg out those articles which
aieare raised in greater quantity than
thethetha needs odthe world require and
must sell therefore for lessjess than
tilethe cost of production and those
which command a profit over Ethegatcolst of production bebabecausetigelige there is
not an over proproduction

1I1 call special attention to the
recommendation of the department
for a new gallery forjor the reception
of the exhibits returned from the
centennial exhibitionExhibitlongiong including
exhibits donated by very many
foreign nationsdations and to the recom-
mendationsions of the commissioComcommissioneroner
ofor agriculture generally

district ol01 columbia
the repreports 0off the district coblcota

anafha the board of health
are just received too late to read
themithem and to taaketaale recommenda-
tions thereon and are herewith
subasubmittedted p

the
the international exhibition

keldgeldheldheid inan Philadephia this year in
commemorationamr of the hundredth
anniversaryisaia of americanamerican
dencel has proven a great success
and will no doubt be of enduringduringn
advantage to the country it has
shown the great progress in the
art sclesciesciencesnices and mechanical halli
made in a single century and
demonstrated that we are but little
behind the older nations daanyin any one
brbrauchbranch while in bomesome wee scarcely
haysbayshav a rival it has servedarved 0o not
only bringing people andan 1 products of
skill and labor from all parts of the
world together but in bringing to-
gether people fromfrony all sections of
our own country which must
11 1 trattentwentteat11 at benefit in the anfor
1 it and pride of the
country e1

gogovernment
athasit has been suggested by scien-

tists interested in and connected
withwitIrthythe smithsonian institute in
1a communication hereheieherewithwith sent
that thethergovernment exhibit be re-
moved tojo the capitol and a suit-
able

t
building erectcreeterectedtd or purchased

forlis accommodation ansa promi-
nent exhibit I1 earnestly recom-
mend this and believing that
Ccongresstonlob ress would condsecond tillstilis
view I1 directed viat all the
government exhibitexhibitssi at the cen-
tennial exhibition should remain
where they are except such as
might be injured by remaining in
a buildingbuild ing not intended as aproa pro-
tection from 4ininclementelement weather
or such as may he wanted by the
department furnishfurnishingi tigrig them un-
til the question of a permanent ex

1is acted upon
although the moneys appropri-

ated by congress to enable the par-
ticipation of tilotile soseveraloeral executive
departdepartmentsmerits inili the international
exhibition of 1876 were
lenttent to carry out the undertaking
to tiietile full extenextentt at first contem-
plated it gives me pleasure to
refer to the verytery efficient andanti
creditable manner in which these
several departments to provide
an exhibition onoil the part of thetile
government have disediscdischargedbarged their
duties with tilethe funds placed at


