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on friday morning the xyth dinst
in company withmornineEelderer william F
brown who was called on a special
mission to take me to silver city I1 left
luna valley traveling in a heavy lum-
ber wagon bound for mexico for
about 8 miles our road led up a steep
rocky canyon until the summit of the
san francisco mountains was reached
thence we traveled down grade over
narrow rocky dug ways steep hills and

erh where the road
was as near no road at all as anything
I1 have ever seen finally after travel-
ing during the day 25 miles we found
ourselves encamped for the night at the
head of a canyon which bro brown
called geleeneGeleece the next morning we
climbed a hill which was as near per-
pendicularcular as any part of the earth could
possibly be and be climbed by a team
and on reaching the top we had the
satisfaction to know that although
climbing only a distance of something
like halfhal a mile we were advanced on
our journey about six miles besides
escaping about fifty crossings of the san
francisco river for we had taken a so
cacalledaled cutoffcut off about 20 miles from
our camping ground of the previous
nioughnightt we reached the little mining town
of alma situated at the point where
mineral creek puts into the san fran-
cisco river and ten miles further down
the last named stream we reached the
so called williams valley where the
mormon settlement known as pleas-
anton stood from 1882 to about 1885
when it was broken up partly because
of the prosecutions which at that time
were inaugurated against our people
who had married beyond what the
edmunds law allowed and partly be-
cause a mr wheeler who had entered
the townsite in behalf of the people
proved untrue to his trust and disposed
of the site on which a number of good
and substantial buildings had already
been erected to a non mormon which
made vacation preferable at one time
there were about twenty families of the
saints residing here and a complete
ward organization with wm C mc
clellan as bishop was effected in octo-
ber 1882 it was also here thattha jacob
Hamb linthe famous indian missionary
died on august 31 1886 after nearly aall
the saints had vacated the place his
remains were exhumed three years later
and re interred at alpine arizona in
july 1889 williams valley was named
in honor of geo C williams also
known as parson williams who em-
braced the falness of the gospel at this
place and afterwards presided as
bishop of the heber ward in luna
valley he is now engaged in foundingfounding
a colony of saints in sonora mexico
this is a very desirable locality the
valley which is penetrated i byiby the san
francisco river isis about 3 miles long
with an average width of i mile it is
about 6060 miles iromfrom luna valley about
the same distance from silver city and
nearly go90 miles from the nearest settle-
ments of the saints on the gila in the
st joseph stake of zion williams

vallvalleyey isis now ococcupied by six families
of which only one claims any interest in
the church there has been no church
organization here since 1885 when the
bishop and others of the leading men
took their departure into old mexico

on sunday morning the irth dinst we
were again on our waway and made a
sabbath journey of 30 mmileses to the gila
river where we encamped for the night
this rive rafter the treaty of
hidalgo feb 2 1848 became the boun
dary between the united states and
mexico but through the gadsden pur-
chase in 1854 the present boundary was
establishedshed on monday we traveled
3030 miles crossing the continental divide
irom the head waters of the mancos
a tributary of the gila into what is
known as the mimbres basin from
which the streams have no outlet into
the ocean but sink into the ground or
disappear in lakes like those rising in
the basin of the great salt lake arriv-
ing at silver city in the evening we
found ourselves in one of the principal
miminingning camps of new mexico

silver city is situated in a narrow
valley or canyon south of the pinos
altos mountains it is the county seat of
grant county new mexico and con-
tains several thousand inhabitants by
special invitation elders jesse N smith
ira hatch and geo C williams vis-
ited this city early in 1884 and
delivered four lectures on the prin-
ciples of the gospel which were listen-
ed to with marked attention and seemed
to give generalbeneral1 satisfaction though it
was at irfirstst anticipated that violence
would be used against the elders if
they attempted to preach it is hoped
that the seed sown on this occasion will
bear fruit at some future day

from silver city to deming a dis-
tance of 48 miles

I1
I1 came yesterday by

rail deming is situated in an open flatflat
country on the southern pacific and the
atchison topeka and santa fe rail-
ways it is sometimes called the city
of wind mills owing to the great num-
ber of wind mills which otol late have
been introduced and built in order to
raise the vast underflow of water 6060
feet under ground to the surface then
to be used for culinary purposes and
for watering gardens for there isis no living
surface stream where the town is built

it is from deming that the railroad
projected by the hon john W young
is to start southward into mexico after
encaencounteringenteringering almost insurmountable
difficulties the projectors of this road
which is known in new mexico as the
great mormon railway are now

confident that the enterprise will
materialize and that work will be re-
sumedsume d in a little while J fewson
smith esq mr youngs agent is
stationed here at deming attending to
the business of the projected road and
doing preparatory work looking to the
time when work shall be commenced
anew

apostles brigham young john henry
smith and george teasdale arrived
yesterday afternoon at this place dom-
ing

dem-
ing from mexico accompanied by
elder robert S watson and others
these brethren have just completed a
tour through the mexican colonies
occupied by the saints and on sunday

the nth dinst they organized a new
ward in sonora which they named the
oaxaca ward it embraces the saints
residing on the bavispe river franklin
scott was set apart as bishop of the new
ward and george C williams waswar set
apart as his first counselor james H
langford though not present at the
meeting was set apart as second coun
elor A sunday school a relief
society a Y M M I1 aa Y L NJ I1 JA
and a primaryprimar association were also
organized and the whole ward
machinery set in good workingwording order
the brethren speak highly 0off the
location on the bavispe riverriver and com-
mend elder williams highly lor hisenergy and enterprise as the main founder
of what now promises to be a pros-
perous community

ANDREW TENSON

california MISSION conference

the first annual conference of theCalifcaliforniaoania mission was holdheld inila thelatter day saints meeting househoua
mission street san francisco on bun-
day april ath at 1030 am and 2 windandpm at the forenoon mLlemeetingeting
ttherehere were on the stand elder karl G

presiding bishop george
romney of salt lake and elderselder XI
stevenson salt lake E T darkfarmington william wrightWright ogden
E and A L kellar ofef the
california mission and aulder morten
sentseo president of the sanban pranciskaisoa
branch the audience consisting ofmembers oroi the ban francisco branchbrethren and sisters from utah andmany strangers nearly filled the hallafter the usual opening exercisesexer olseeelder K 0 maeser and bishop rombom
ney addressed the congregation oneon
otor the strangers present arose and in-dulged in strong language against abeth
work of god being requested by atspresident of the meeting to either keep
quiet or leave the room he withdrew
uuttering violent imer oatcatloosions

the meetings in the alteralvernoonnoon andevening were attended by the largest
congregations the saints babu ever hadbud
julin san franciscofrancieco elders amur
darkclark wright stevenson boldgett and kellar bore their tumonies to the mission of joseph
smith the book of mormon aneandthe latter day work the general
authorities of the church were pres-
ented and sustained and the sacra-
ment ad ministeredadministered the clerk alalso rereada shortabort statement of the statistical and
financial condition of the san pran
cisco branbrakobcb no complete returns from
the other partsparti of the mission having
as yet been made

we nave been favored from time to
time of late by visits from apostal
thatcher and lyman and elder BJELBHProbertstoberts as well as other brethren frook
zion and hope to be blessed in a
larjar manner in the future as byb
these visits the saints are encouraged
strengthened in their faith and in-
structedted in the things pertainingerta ining to
their eternal welfare Cthe interest
thus awakened begins to attract the
attention of many holestinhonhonestestinin heart so29
that our meetings are constantly in
creasing in attendance our sunday
school meets every sunday at 1080 a
mdaodand we are endeavoring to comecoins av
near the pattern setsec us by our aister
institutions in zion as


