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securlty of the works and the reclaimed
lande.

A precedent for the policy proposed
is not wanting. Congress ceded to the
Btates in the

MISSISSIFPI VALLEY

“and other sections of the Union the
swamp lands witbin thelr respective
lmite. The purpose of this action
was to jneure Lbeit reclamation, and it
found its suppert lo the kpoowledge
that a considerable expense would be
involved in Atting them for cultiva-
tion. Buch is the condition of the arid
lands, with this difference, that

THE PROBLEM OF RECLAMATION

i infinitely more difficult than that of
dralping the swamp lauds, and also
that the swamp lands in any one State
were of comparatively little valueand
“of so slight concero to the public that
they were liable to maladministration;
whereas, in the case of arid lands, as
soon s they come under the control of
the State they will at ouce become the
miost prominent question In Btate poli-
tigs, and of so great and Immediate in-
terest to its citizens tbat their adminis-
tration will bhe ocobducted under the
turveillapce of 8 deeply concerned peo-
ple, who will permit of no chicanery.
In principle, the cessiou of the

gWAMP LANDS

to the States atfords a perfect precedent
for such action as we are seeking at the
bands of your bonorable body.

The importance of our pastoral inter-
ests makes ib necessary that provision
be made for the protection and utiliza.
tion of the grazing land in connpection
with the contiguous irrigable areas, To
the grazing lands as distinguished fronx
the agricultural lands belong those vast
areas of elevated table and bench lands
and the high. rolling divides which
lie upon the summits and alopg the
glopes of the watershede; and they com-

rise three-fourths of the arid domain,

hey pever can be made the self-su p-
porting habitation of man,because they
are top elevated aod too vast 10 extent
to be irrigated; but they furnish a va.
luable complement to the lande re-
claimed, the first supplylng the sum-
mer’s and the second the winter’s food
supply. -

Adequate provision for securlng
possession of management of these
lapnds, for the sple purpose 'to which
they "are adapted, bas never been
attempted by Congrear; and the quest-
fon i of such magnitude and import-
ance ip connection with the subject
of
. FARMING BY IRRIGATION
in the reglon where grazing Innds
abound, that a great impetus will be
given to irrigation if such States asmay
sew fit to adopt that policy are placed in
a/position to encourage settlement by

- atiaching to the Iand capable of being
reclaimed a larger contiguoue tract of
grazing fand. It will make more valu
able the irrigiable areas and supply the
gettler with an iniportant source of in-
come by adding the business of wstock
raising to that of the farmer.

No mention 18 made fo the resclu-
tions of the Congresa of the preserv.
ation of the foreats, but the subject is
too intimately aseociated with that of
irtigation to be divorced. The coni-
ferous trees, such as constitute the
timher growth on the mountains and
elevated plateaus of the West, are ex-
ceedingly inflammauble,andwhen fire 1s
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once communicated to them a vast
destruction of values ensues. The lors
from this cause measured by the

STUMPAGE VALUE

of the timber alone, may be estimated
without extravagance at $100,000,000
per year. The federal government has
made some efforta to arred® this de-
sttuction, but wholly without success.
It is'from the States, or local agencies
created by the States, that protection
must be sought. To the ewettlers the
preservation of the torests is a matter
of grave importance. They are de-
pendent upon them for fuel, fencing
and building material, but this ls by
po means the limit of their interest.
The foreste on the mountaln tops are
the chief conservators of the water
that is to irrigate the valleys below.
With their destruction the reclamation
of the arid land ceases Lo be a problem
and becomes an impossibility. An
efficient and just system of

PRESERVING THE FORESTS

from destruction by fire and applying
them, unoder proper restrictions, to the
use of the settlers, can not be othet- |
wlse provided and administered by the
Htates. i

The second of the above resolutions
addresses itself to » subject ®hat ean
pot fail t60 commend itself to your
favorable copeideration. It is incon-
ceivdble that Congress will make any
disposition of the public domain with-
out first securing to the Territories
their endowment for the support ot
public echool. The .arbitrary selection
by law of the sectiona dedicated to this
purpose operates as a great injustice to

the Territories in the arid region. By
far the greater pumber of the
school eections are located onp
mountain tops or other places

where they cannot be caltivated,
and it follows tbat ootbing can be re-
nlized from thelr eale. The liberal
policles of the government, dating
from the passage of the greatordinance
of 1787, in all that partajns

T¢0 THE EDUCATION

of our youth forbids the thought that
any dJdiscrimination will be exercised
apainst the newer portiuna of the

pion, or thut they sball be less than
equal sharers in its bounty. The peti-
tion embodied in thbe resolutlon is
simply an appeal for justice. Tbe con-
dition of eettlerson lands with.n tbe
semi-arid belt was fell to call ungently
tfor relief at your bande, Thousande of
people have gettled within this srea
in reliance upon the assurance offici-
ally extended by the government that
they were ““agricultural,’ which wasa
naturally presumed to mean that they
were capable of producing crops by
the usual method of agriculture. They
have found that the rajnfall ia highly
uncertain in quantity and seasonable-
Dess, and that yearafter year the labora
which they have bestowed upon their
fields bave been expended iu vain.
The conseguences have been moat de-
plorable. Witbout fault on their own
part, acting only upen the impulse that
baa heen

TNE CHIEF FACTOR

in expandipg the domaln of civiliza-
tlon, they now find themselves and
their families confronted with actual
destitution. The government seld to
them the lande that they now occupy
at no less prices and upon no other
terms tban such as oblained in more

favored localities; and it has received
jnto its treasury not Jess than $12,000,-
000 as the purchase price. We submit
that the circumatances eloguently sup-
port their prayer for relief, and that the
government may most properly dedi-
cate a portion of the money which they
have themselves contributed to the
work of developing and applying the
watler supply in sucb a mapuner as Lo
make these lands habitable and pro-
ductive.

And your memorialists, as io duty
buund will ever pray, eto.

ALEX. Borkin, Chairman,
tans; -

A. D. FooTE, Becretary, Idaho,

C. C. WrigHT, California;

FraNK BoxD, Wyom!ing;

J. H. ABBoTT, Nebracka;

J. H. HanmInToN, Oregon;

C. W. Ir13H, Nevada;

Prart RoDGERS, Colorado,

W, H. Kixa, Utab;

J. H. THoMas, Washington;

D. H. WINGER, New Mexico,

Of the Committee on Memorial,

Mon-

LETTER FROM “PHENIX."

Opn February Ist, according to your
ootice in the NEwWS,/a company of
Elders left Utab to perform missions in
distant lafds. Eldera B. Goddard,
Otto L. Chipman, James E. Fisher
and H. Hattenderf apd family formed
the party, the three first named are
going to New Zealand and Brother
Hattendorf and Jamily to the Band-
wich Islands. We made connection
with the west-bound mail at Ogden,
leaving that city at 3 o’clock on Tues-
day morping. Atdaybreak we reached
the littie tuwn of Terrace, after which
we leave our fair Territory and enter
the dreary HBtate of Nevada. Occa-
slonally we stopped at emall sta-
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tions; such as Taona, Welle, Elko,
Csarlin apd others, but there ap-
penred to be a dullness and
lack of life and energy every-

where, and we were giad when even-
ing came that we might retire to rest
in the hope of finding something
more pleasing the [(ollowing day.
The shades of night prevented us
from gazing upon the beautiful ecenery
of the Sierra Nevada mountains, and
when we arose we were at the footbille
on the Western slope, and as we
rushed along tbrough California we
were Jelighted with the change. The
dismal Jandscape bad glven place to
beautiful orcbards, vineyards and
gardens. The hills were green, and
beautiful, spears of the young grain
adorned the farm lands. 'The industri-
ous farmer was at work plowing,
sowing and bharrowing. . Rushe
ing along we passed (be beautiful
towns of Rocklin, Roseville Junction
and others, and at last reach the city
of Bacramenlo, the capital of the state
where breakfast was aunounced. A
pleasant half bour wus spent eating
and taking notee. This city is builton
the east side of the Sagraniento River,

{ which atthis point is_about four hun-

dred feot wide. Like Balt Liuke, SBacra-
mento is laid out in regular pguares,
fte streets running at rigbt anglea. The
present population iz about thirty,
thousand.

At the familiar sound fall aboard'”
we resumed our seats and were soon
rushing westward agaln. The Bacra-
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